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      Imagine if you were born in the Stone Age... or in Ancient Egyptian times, or as a Roman or Viking. Your life might have been very different. It might have been more dangerous, more exciting, and perhaps even more fun! 


    


  




  

    

      Hello! I am Mat, and my family never stays in one place for long!


    


  




  

    

      Welcome! My name is Ara. Let’s join the pharaoh’s procession!


    


  




  

    

      I am Hanish. Want to climb to the top of the temple with me?


    


  




  

    

      I’m Itza, and I live in a city with no streets!
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      The children in this book are from cultures across ancient history. They want to show you how they ate, played, worked and lived. So come on in – they can’t wait to meet you!


    


  




  

    

      Hey! I bet you can’t ride a horse as fast as me, Argim!


    


  




  

    

      Nice to meet you! I‘m Selene, and my lighthouse has incredible views.


    


  




  

    

      Good morning! I am Suiko. Let’s explore the emperor’s court.


    


  




  

    

      I’m Ki! Ever seen a giant stone head? I can show you one.


    


  




  

    

      Greetings! I am Freya, and it’s time for a warrior’s feast!
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      Handy Man




      3.3 million years ago – 1.9 million years ago


    


  




  

    

      One of our earliest human ancestors was Homo habilis (‘handy man’) from Africa. Homo habilis could walk on two legs and make stone tools to hunt with. Meat and bone marrow from the hunts helped Homo habilis’s brain evolve.


    


  




  

    

      Hunters and Gatherers




      40,000 BCE – 10,000 BCE


    


  




  

    

      The First Cities




      8,000 BCE – 3,000 BCE


    


  




  

    

      Early Humans




      1.9 million years ago – 300,000 years ago


    


  




  

    

      The First Farmers




      10,000 BCE – 8,000 BCE


    


  




  

    

      By 40,000 BCE, modern humans had populated many parts of the world. They lived in groups and moved from place to place to find food. These hunters and gatherers survived by killing animals and foraging for food, such as berries and nuts. 




      See Paleolithic on pages 8-13. 


    


  




  

    

      From 10,000 BCE, farming settlements in western Asia grew into the first cities, made of mud brick and stone. The city people soon had their own cultures, and worshipped different gods. They traded with their neighbours and made artworks from clay, wood and bone. 


    


  




  

    

      Over time, Homo habilis evolved into Homo erectus (‘upright man’). Homo erectus could make fire and stone hand axes, and eventually left Africa to live in Asia and beyond. Homo erectus evolved into Homo sapiens sapiens – modern humans.


    


  




  

    

      Around 10,000 BCE, many parts of the world became warmer. Neolithic-era people domesticated animals, developed tools to grow crops and set up the first farms. This allowed people to settle in one place.




      See Neolithic on pages 14-19.


    


  




  

    

      timeline
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      The Age of Iron




      1,200 BCE – 100 BCE


    


  




  

    

      The Dark Ages




      500 CE – 1,000 CE


    


  




  

    

      Great Empires




      500 BCE – 500 CE


    


  




  

    

      The Middle Ages




      1,000 CE – 1,500 CE


    


  




  

    

      From around 1,000 BCE, iron replaced bronze as the main metal used in tools and weapons. Advances in farming and a growth spurt in the world’s population followed. As iron became easier to get hold of, more people had weapons, leading to more wars.




      See Scythians on pages 38-43.


    


  




  

    

      By 500 CE, the large empires of the ancient world had fallen and new empires in Japan and central America emerged. Religions including Christianity, Islam and Buddhism spread. There were large migrations of people displaced by the fallen empires.




      See Japan on pages 50-55.




      See Vikings on pages 56-61.


    


  




  

    

      

        Ancient Civilisations




        3,000 BCE – 1,200 CE


      


    




    

      

        From 3,000 BCE, cities in Egypt, China and Mesopotamia grew into the world’s first civilisations. Ruled over by kings, priests and emperors, the civilisations built large temples, palaces and tombs, and protected their borders with armies. 




        See Sumer on pages 20-25. 




        See Ancient Egypt on pages 26-31. 




        See Olmec on pages 32-37.


      


    


  




  

    

      BCE = Before the Common Era (before the birth of Jesus)




      CE: Common Era(after the birth of Jesus)


    


  




  

    

      During this time, powerful civilisations called empires invaded large areas of land and ruled over the conquered people. Over half the world’s population lived in three major empires: the Roman in Europe, the Han in China and the Parthian in western Asia. 




      See Alexandria on pages 44-49.


    


  




  

    

      The Middle Ages in Europe began with barbarian invasions and ended with journeys of discovery by great explorers. Elsewhere, the African Bantu kingdom was founded, the Incas formed South America’s largest empire, and Polynesians discovered New Zealand. The modern world followed.
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      Paleolithic


    


  




  

    

      Year: 15,000 BCE




      Culture: Hunters and gatherers




      Location: France


    


  




  

    

      Upper Paleolithic


    


  




  

    

      The Upper Paleolithic Period began around 40,000 years ago and ended 10,000 years ago.
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      Hello! I am Mat, daughter of Po. Welcome to the Lascaux Cave. Please come inside and see some of the world’s first cave paintings. 




      My tribe doesn’t live in this cave all year round, but we shelter here for the coldest winter months. We are hunters and gatherers. This means we move from place to place. We forage for food, such as berries and nuts, and hunt animals for their meat. We depend on animals for our survival. That’s why we make cave paintings of them. Come and see, but be careful not to bump your head. it’s dark in here!
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