

[image: cover]






































First published in Great Britain in 2022 


b


y Wayland


This eBook edition published in 2022


Text copyright © Hodder and Stoughton, 2022 


Illustrations copyright © Jonathan Emmerson, 2022


All rights reserved


Editor: Sarah Peutrill


Designer: Peter Scoulding 


E-book ISBN: 978 1 5263 2470 2


A catalogue record for this book is available from 


the British Library


Wayland, an imprint of 


Hachette Children’s Group 


Part of Hodder and Stoughton 


Carmelite House


50 Victoria Embankment 


London EC4Y 0DZ


An Hachette UK Company 



www.hachette.co.uk 


www.hachettechildrens.co.uk















C


ontents


Hard to see 4


Above 6


Atlantic Puffin 8


Snow Leopard 10


Spanish Mountain Flower 12


Rocky Mountain Goat 14


Leaf-eared Mouse 16


Peregrine Falcon 18


Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby 20



Barn Swallow 22 Below 24



The Olm 26


Basking Shark 28


Cave Swiftlets 30


The Mole 32


Western Underground Orchid 34


Brown Rat 36


Common Eel 38


Mariana Snailfish 40


Long Ago 42


Ammonite 44


Megalodon 46


Jurassic Oyster 48


Trilobite 50


Coelacanth 52


Horseshoe Crab 54


The Gingko 56


Tuatara 58


Where in the World? 60


Glossary 62


The illustrations in this book 63


Index 64















H


a


r


d t


o


 


S


ee


Wildlife can be quite hard to see  


sometimes, unless you know when  


and where to look. 


There are plants and animals that live in difficult-to-get-at 


places, such as cliffs and mountains or caves and  


burrows below the ground. Some come out only at night when 


we’re all asleep. Others simply disappear for part of the year, 


when they move to places where the weather and supply of food 


is better, or vanish in front of our eyes by blending in with their 


background. There are a few that, during the course of their lives, 


change from one form to another, like the elver that becomes an 


eel. Others died long ago and, over the course of millions of years, 


simply turned to stone and became fossils. At one time,  


people thought all this was magic!
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Plants and animals on cliffs and mountains are really hard to find, unless 


you are a very good rock climber. You might glimpse a bird in flight, but 


some fly so fast that you’ll only see them for a few moments.


LIFE IN THE SKY


Birds fly across the world, soaring high above the seas and the continents. They fly 


long distances to be in the best places to feed, nest and bring up their young. 
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CLIFFSIDE LIFE


Cliffs are safe places for birds to nest as land predators cannot reach them; 


and on high ground are plants and animals that are so adapted to cliffside 


life that they even invade man-made ‘cliffs’ in cities. 


MOUNTAIN LIFE


Higher up on mountain slopes, plants and animals must endure harsh 


conditions, but up there in the thin air, where breathing is difficult, are some 


very special mountaineers.


Bar-headed geese have a slightly larger wing area than other geese, so they can fly in thin air, 


such as when travelling in V-formation over Mount Everest. It’s the world’s highest bird migration.
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The Atlantic puffin is a multitasking bird. It not only flies, but also 


swims and tunnels. In spring, it digs a burrow for its nest on the 


tops of sheer cliffs on remote islands, safe from predators such 


as foxes. But spring is the only time that you might see this bird, 


because most of its life is spent in the open ocean, hunting fish 


by diving and swimming underwater. 


WEATHER FORECASTER


The puffin’s brightly coloured bill during the breeding season has earned 


it the nickname ‘clown of the air’, but it is far from a joke. Icelandic folklore 


suggests that puffins can predict the weather, and there is some truth in 


it. Local fishermen watch their behaviour. If they return to the nest site and 


choose not to go back to sea, it’s a sure sign there’s a storm brewing.
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