

[image: Illustration]




 


 


 


 


[image: illustration]




Praise for Hitler’s Last Day: Minute by Minute:




‘Compelling.’ – Radio Times


‘Beyond fascinating... this book brings to life a thousand different people in the most dramatic moment of the last century.’ – Jeremy Vine


‘Mesmerisingly recreates each minute by panic-filled minute as madness engulfed the Fuhrer’s bunker.’ – Daily Mail


‘Fascinating.’ – The Sun





Praise for D-Day: Minute by Minute:




‘Studded with extraordinary detail, it’s the most joltingly vivid account ever written of the day the Allies gambled everything… Heartbreaking and thrilling by turns.’ – Daily Mail


‘The chaos, the horror and the bravery of the battlefield are all here.’ – Daily Express


‘This book creates a remarkably vivid picture of one of the most important days in modern history.’ – The Good Book Guide





Praise for The Assassination of JFK: Minute by Minute:




‘Reads like a pacey, page-turning, cold war political thriller.’ – Dermot O’Leary


‘A blow-by-blow account of a moment that changed history… The pictures come thick and fast as the tragedy unfolds and some of the images painted are painfully powerful.’ – Radio Times


‘A gripping account of those blood-soaked few days in November 1963.’ – Daily Express
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Noon, 19th April 1912. The Titanic is pulled away by tugs from the White Star Dock at Southampton.








 



Introduction


At 5.47am on 22nd January 1909, 24-year-old Jack Binns, the wireless telegraph operator on the White Star Line’s passenger ship the Republic, was just turning in after working all night transmitting telegrams, when he heard the distant blast of a ship’s foghorn. His liner, one of the finest in the White Star Line’s fleet, had left New York the previous day bound for the Mediterranean, and was sailing in dense fog in busy shipping lanes 100 miles east of the coast of Massachusetts. The Republic sounded her foghorn in reply, and reversed her engines. However, the other ship, the liner Florida, New York bound with over 1000 immigrants on board, did not turn to starboard as the regulations stated but ploughed straight on.


The Florida hit the Republic’s side, making a huge hole in her hull, above and below the waterline. Seawater flooded her engine room. The crumpled bow of the Florida proceeded to scour the Republic’s main deck. Two sailors were killed instantly on the Republic and four on the Florida; half of Jack Binns’ wireless hut was ripped away – but he survived.


Despite the damage, Binns was able to repair his apparatus and send out ‘CQD’ distress signals, staying at his post for 18 hours. Binns worked for the pioneering wireless company Marconi, and ‘CQD’, which stood for ‘all stations: distress’, was their version of ‘SOS’. The White Star Line’s passenger ship Baltic and about a dozen other vessels arrived in time to transfer the Republic’s passengers before she sank in 40 fathoms. The rescued passengers were then taken back to New York.


Jack Binns was hailed a hero and became a legend among the Marconi Company’s young operators, earning the nickname ‘CQD Binns’. He wrote up his story the day after the disaster for the New York Times; a tickertape parade was held in his honour, and a silent movie was made called CQD or Saved by Wireless. Binns would later successfully sue the film company Vitagraph, claiming the actor portraying him made him look ridiculous, ‘smiling and smoking a cigarette, and winking and making grimaces’.


At the time of the sinking of the Republic, on slipway 3 in the Harland and Wolff shipyard in Belfast – the same yard that had built the Republic – the keel of the latest White Star Line ship, the Titanic, was being laid. The loss of the Republic did not give the Titanic’s designers pause for thought – far from being seen as a warning, the incident only served to reinforce their confidence in their ships. After all, the White Star Line’s safety record was extremely good. Since 1902 they had carried 2,179,594 passengers with only two deaths – the men on the Republic.


The main conclusions drawn from the collision were that modern liners, even if seriously damaged, sink slowly, allowing plenty of time for passengers to be transferred to other ships. Also, that ships with wireless on board are able to summon help quickly. Both conclusions encouraged the idea among all shipbuilders and ship owners that lifeboats for every passenger were unnecessary. On that foggy January day off the coast of Massachusetts, the Republic had enough lifeboats for only half her passengers.


At the beginning of the 20th century, it was widely accepted that accidents happened in the fledgling technologies of the motor car and the aeroplane; for example, on the Titanic, the Ryerson family was travelling home early because their son had been killed in a car accident, and author Helen Candee because her son had been injured in a plane crash. However, liners were considered part of a reliable and long-standing seafaring tradition, constantly updated with the latest technological innovations. What happened to the Republic didn’t alter the public’s confidence in ocean travel.


The sinking of the Titanic is so familiar to us that it’s hard to imagine what a shock it must have been in April 1912. One simple, but telling, illustration of its impact is a homemade inscription on the outside wall of a house in the Norfolk Broads. Scratched neatly and deeply into the Victorian brick are the words: ‘14th April 1912. The Titanic has sunk with 1500 lives lost.’ It was such shattering news, that the householder felt that they had to get out a nail, and mark the moment for posterity.


Edward Talbot, bishop of Winchester, preaching in Southampton a few days after the sinking, said it was ‘a mighty lesson against our confidence and trust in the strength of machinery and money’.


The widespread shock very swiftly turned to a grim fascination with the details of the sinking. After some of the bodies of passengers and crew were brought ashore at Halifax, Nova Scotia, the local police had to burn the clothes to stop souvenir hunters stealing them. Within a month of the disaster, a film called Saved from the Titanic was released, starring Dorothy Gibson, one of the survivors, who wore the same dress she had on that night.


The reason this fascination with the Titanic has endured is very much to do with the length of time it took her to sink. If she had survived only 15 minutes, the event would have been remembered as a terrible maritime disaster, but there wouldn’t have been the scope for all the Titanic films and none of the Titanic literature. Because she sank in two hours and 40 minutes, there was time for many terrible and poignant dramas to unfold, and for 710 people (a shamefully small number nonetheless) to survive to tell the world what had happened. Each subsequent generation has asked themselves, what would I have done? Would I have forced my way into a lifeboat? Would I have stayed with my husband if we couldn’t both be saved? Would I have prayed – or got drunk?


There is fascination too in how, during those hours between collision and rescue, the world of 1912 was shaken up. The Titanic was constructed in a way that kept the upper, middle and working classes apart, and also separated the passengers from most of the crew. The collision with the iceberg meant that, in the lifeboats, New York millionaires were rowing alongside Lebanese immigrants; grimy firemen were comforted by genteel governesses; honeymoon couples were sitting next to grieving widows. The strict dress codes that dominated society in 1912 became irrelevant – women forgot their hats for the first time in their lives, and wore fur coats over nightclothes; men took to the boats wearing slippers and pyjamas.


There are so many accounts from survivors that it’s possible to piece together a sequence of events, thanks to the clinical observations of passengers like Lawrence Beesley and Archibald Gracie. But a timeline poses a number of challenges when telling the story of a disaster such as the sinking of the Titanic. Not everyone carried a timepiece. The courageous Fred Barrett told the British inquiry, ‘As a rule a stoker never carries a watch when he is at work.’ Second Officer Charles Lightoller was in such a rush to help on deck that he left his wristwatch in his cabin. Most of the Titanic’s crew and passengers did carry watches – including many women, as it was fashionable in 1912 to wear wristwatches or have timepieces as brooches. When I have come across interesting events with little indication of when they took place, I have estimated the time.


The research of Samuel Halpern into the chronology of events was particularly useful.


Accounts from the same eyewitness were sometimes contradictory, for example 17-year-old Jack Thayer writing eight days after the disaster, asserted that before he and his friend Milton Long jumped from the ship, ‘we did not give any messages for home, because neither of us thought we would get back’. In 1940 he wrote: ‘we sent messages through each other to our families.’ I’ve chosen to go with the accounts that were written closest to the sinking, therefore freshest in the survivor’s mind.


The transcriptions of the US Senate Inquiry and British Board of Trade Inquiry were a goldmine of small details and gripping tales. Dialogue is taken from the transcripts of the inquiries as well as the many autobiographies, books, articles and interviews given by survivors.


Some accounts of the disaster were spiced up by American and British newspaper reporters, keen to outdo each other for stories of heroism and cowardice, but they rarely ring true.


All accounts of the sinking of the Titanic face the problem of the distortion of hindsight. I have tried to follow the advice of the survivor Lawrence Beesley, who as early as 1912 recognised how easily those fascinated by the Titanic can rush to judgement:




‘So that if the reader will come and stand with the crowd on deck, he must first rid himself entirely of the knowledge that the Titanic has sunk… he must get rid of any foreknowledge of disaster to appreciate why people acted as they did.’





Description of the Titanic


In the summer of 1907 Bruce Ismay, the chairman and managing director of the White Star Line, together with Lord Pirrie, chairman of the world’s biggest shipyard, Harland and Wolff, dreamed up the idea of three colossal ships, the Olympic, the Titanic and the Gigantic (later renamed the Britannic), that would outclass anything their rivals the Cunard Line possessed. In 1906 Cunard had launched two ‘superliners’, the Lusitania and the Mauretania, but the White Star Line’s new Olympic class would be 100 feet longer and more luxurious.


Harland and Wolff was the largest shipbuilder in the world. Most shipyards just built the hull, but Harland and Wolff also built the engines, boilers and the other mechanical components. Over 15,000 workers were employed to build the Olympic and Titanic, side by side on slips 2 and 3, beneath a structure known as the Great Gantry that dominated the skyline of Belfast.


31st May 1911 was a momentous day – the Olympic was completed and officially handed over to the White Star Line, and the Titanic, already known as ‘the Olympic perfected’ was launched. One hundred thousand people lined the banks of the River Lagan and watched from especially built grandstands, or climbed rooftops and masts. The Giant Gantry had a large Union Flag and a Stars and Stripes hanging from it, as well as signal flags spelling out ‘Success’. The superstructure atop the Titanic was newly painted in white, and the ship’s hull was black, with dark red below the waterline.


At 12.05pm a red flag was raised on the Titanic’s stern, as a signal to shipping on the river to get well clear. At 12.10pm a rocket was fired, indicating five minutes to go. Underneath the hull a crew of painters hastily touched up marks left as the wooden supports were knocked away; workmen ran clear, some stopping to pick up their tools as their foremen shouted, ‘Never mind the hammers! Hurry up!’


At 12.14pm a second rocket exploded – the signal to launch. There was no champagne bottle smashed against the hull – at Harland and Wolff, ships were just ‘let go’. The valves of the hydraulic triggers holding the Titanic opened, and for a moment the great ship didn’t move. Then the workers on her decks felt a tremor, and cheered as she began to slide over the 21 tons of tallow and soap that had been spread on the slipway to ease her journey to the water. Their cheers were joined by whistles and sirens from steamers on the river. After a journey lasting 62 seconds, the Titanic entered the water.


At this point the Titanic was an empty shell. Her first destination was the fitting-out jetty, where she would be brought to life. Harland and Wolff workers had a 300-page ‘builders’ specification book’ that covered everything from descriptions of sofas and writing tables to the ventilation of the mail room on G-deck.


Over the next few months, scores of companies helped fit out the Titanic. Perry & Co. of Bond Street provided a 21-light candelabra for the grand staircase; Royal Crown Derby chinaware for the à la carte restaurant; Henry Wilson & Co. of Liverpool the kitchen equipment, and R. Waygood and Co. the passenger and goods lifts; lifebelts came from Fosbery of London; books and magazines for the libraries were supplied by the Times’ book club. The fitting-out proceeded smoothly, with only the occasional hiccup. An unreliable fabric supplier prompted an internal memo from Harland and Wolff’s interior decorating department: ‘Their blankets and quilts arrived last week, before we really needed them. And now we have to wait to finish the settee for the restaurant reception room. Really!’


On 2nd April 1912, the Titanic successfully carried out her sea trials in Belfast Lough, which included manoeuvring at different speeds and an emergency stop. She rode high in the water, as her bunkers were not yet full of coal. With her tilted funnels and sleek lines (Harland and Wolff ships were influenced by yacht designs), all observers agreed that the Titanic looked magnificent. A thin gold line added to the hull’s upper edge completed the White Star Line’s service colours. The Board of Trade surveyor Francis Carruthers was happy to hand over a signed and dated certificate that the Titanic was ‘good for one year from today, 2.4.12’. At 8pm the same day she sailed under the command of Captain Edward J. Smith to Southampton from where she would start her maiden voyage.


The Titanic was 882 feet 9 inches long and 92 feet wide; the top of the bridge was 105 feet above the bottom of the keel, and her hull was held together by over three million rivets whose weight alone was more than 1200 tons. The Titanic was exactly the same size as the Olympic; what made her the largest ship in the world was the fact that modifications to her hull made her 2% heavier – her gross weight was 46,328 tons.


The greatest amount of space on the ship was given over to her first-class passengers. Their accommodation was spread over five decks – A down to E, and access was by two grand staircases, several smaller staircases and three electric lifts. The Oceanic, launched in 1870, the first ship made for the White Star Line by the Harland and Wolff shipyard, did away with the tradition copied from the Royal Navy of placing the best cabins at the stern. From then on, all White Star first-class cabins were amidships, away from the noise of the propellers, where the heaving effect from the waves was least felt.


First-class passengers were provided with a dining saloon, an à la carte restaurant, a lounge, a lending library, a barber shop, a dark room, a squash court, a Turkish bath and the world’s first on-board swimming pool with ‘dressing boxes and fresh water showers’. (Not everything was perfection on board – shortly after leaving Belfast for Southampton, the Titanic’s masseuse, Maud Slocombe, spotted a half-eaten sandwich in the Turkish bath, left behind by a shipyard worker.)


The second-class accommodation was further forward in the middle three decks, and its passengers had their own dining saloon, smoking room and library.


The three middle decks aft, and the lowest deck forward and aft were for third-class accommodation. Their smoking room bar was towards the stern and their dining saloon two decks below the first-class dining saloon. Third-class passengers could exercise on the two open well decks and the poop deck at the stern; second and first class had promenade decks on B-deck and the boat deck.


The crew’s quarters were on E-deck, separated from the passengers’ accommodation and close to a wide corridor nicknamed ‘Scotland Road’, after a main street in Liverpool (the officers called it ‘Park Lane’.)


The heart of the Titanic was her engine room, with 29 boilers heated by 159 furnaces – each filled by shovel. Nearly 600 tons of coal were needed to keep her running at 22 knots. The engines provided 55,000 horse power for three massive propellers, as well as electricity for anything from the ship’s 10,000 lights to the kitchen mincing machines.


The Passengers


The Titanic had first-class passengers on board who made the transatlantic trip many times each year; she also carried immigrants with a one-way ticket, with all their possessions in bags and trunks, leaving the old world for the new. Some of those millionaires in first class had grandparents or great-grandparents who had travelled in similar poverty and with similar hopes, only a few decades before.


The migrants on board the Titanic included about 80 Lebanese and a dozen Armenians who had to bribe the governing Turkish authorities in order to escape; Swedes and Norwegians who first came by boat to Hull and then by train to Southampton, plus those who had a more straightforward passage – Germans, Irish and British. There were very few Eastern Europeans on the White Star Line ships, as the company thought them ‘objectionable travellers’.


The third-class cabins on the Titanic were filled with a wide variety of tradespeople: blacksmiths, farm workers, boxers, bakers, carpenters, barmen and seamstresses.


Many had never seen the sea, let alone such a magnificent ship as the Titanic. For some, the voyage was their first holiday.


Second class was full of teachers, clergymen, missionaries, engineers and shopkeepers – as well as some of the servants of those travelling in first class.


The crew of the Titanic numbered almost 900, and was divided into three departments – Deck, Victualling and Engine. The Deck crew consisted of seven ship’s officers, the surgeon and assistant surgeon, seven quartermasters, six lookouts, two mess stewards, two masters-of-arms, a boatswain, a lamp trimmer, a storekeeper, 29 able seamen and two window cleaners.


The Victualling Department had 431 in the catering crew – including a roast cook, a vegetable cook and a ‘Hebrew cook’; there were 290 stewards and stewardesses, a matron, five postal clerks and two telegraph operators – who because they worked for Marconi had an ‘M’ in gold on their caps rather than the White Star Line flag. The size of the Victualling Department reflected the importance the White Star Line gave to looking after the needs of their passengers. Telephones were installed in every first-class cabin, so there had to be plenty of staff on hand to respond to each request.


The Titanic relied on manual labour to move the required 600 tons of coal a day her engines needed. The Engine Department had 280 men – 13 leading firemen, 162 firemen (also known as stokers), 72 trimmers and 33 greasers. The greasers lubricated the engines, while trimmers shovelled coal out of the bunkers and delivered it at top speed in heavy barrows to the firemen who then shovelled it into the furnaces for seven minutes, cleared white-hot clinkers for seven minutes and then raked the ashes for a further seven minutes. The firemen rested every 21 minutes until a gong sounded and the cycle started again. They worked in four-hour shifts, twice a day.


The leading firemen monitored steam pressure, and banged the metal stokehold floor with a shovel when a furnace needed attention. Most of the Engine crew had a rag tied around their necks to collect sweat. They would suck on one end of the moist rag to stop them drinking large amounts of water, which would give them stomach cramps.


A resident of Southampton described the firemen’s return after a voyage: ‘They all came home like walking skeletons, and they had one glorious booze-up, which led to fighting – and then off they went again.’





 



Cast of Main Characters


Titanic Officers


Edward J. Smith – captain


Henry Wilde – chief officer


William Murdoch – first officer


Charles Lightoller – second officer


Herbert Pitman – third officer


Joseph Boxhall – fourth officer


Harold Lowe – fifth officer


James Moody – sixth officer


Titanic Deck Department


Arthur Bright – quartermaster


Frederick Fleet – lookout


Albert Haines – boatswain’s mate


Robert Hichens – quartermaster


George Hogg – lookout


Archie Jewell – lookout


Thomas Jones – able seaman


Reginald Lee – lookout


William Lyons – able seaman


Alfred Olliver – quartermaster


Dr William O’Loughlin – surgeon


Frank Osman – able seaman


Albert Pearcy – steward


Walter Perkis – quartermaster


John Poingdestre – able seaman


George Rowe – quartermaster


Joseph Scarrott – able seaman


Dr John Simpson – assistant surgeon


George Symons – lookout


Walter Wynn – quartermaster


Titanic Victualling Department


Reginald Barker – assistant purser


George Beedem – bedroom steward


Harold Bride – wireless operator


Henry Etches – steward


Percy Fletcher – bugler


Violet Jessop – stewardess


Charles Joughin – chief baker


Thomas Kelland – library steward


Thomas McCawley – gymnasium steward


Herbert McElroy – chief purser


Evelyn Marsden – stewardess


Paul Maugé – à la carte restaurant maître d’


Jack Phillips – wireless operator


Frank Prentice – storekeeper


Frederick Ray – steward


Annie Robinson – stewardess


Pierre Rousseau – à la carte restaurant chef


Mary Sloan – stewardess


John Stewart – steward


Robert Wareham – steward


Joseph Wheat – steward


Frederick Wright – squash attendant


Titanic Engine Department


Frederick Barrett – fireman


George Beauchamp – fireman


Thomas Dillon – engine room trimmer


Alfred Evans – lookout


Herbert Harvey – engineer


Samuel Hemming – lamp trimmer


James Hesketh – junior second engineer


Walter Hurst – greaser


Jonathan Shepherd – junior assistant engineer


Titanic Mail Room Clerks


William Gwinn, John March, John Smith, James Williamson, Oscar Woody


Titanic Band


Theo Brailey – pianist


Roger Bricoux – cellist


Fred Clarke – bass violinist


Wallace Hartley – violinist and leader


Jock Hume – violinist


Georges Krins – violinist


Percy Taylor – pianist


John Wesley Woodward – cellist


Titanic First-Class Passengers


Thomas Andrews – managing director of Harland and Wolff


John Jacob Astor IV – millionaire


Madeleine Astor – wife of John Jacob Astor IV


Léontine ‘Ninette’ Aubart – mistress of Benjamin Guggenheim


Helen Beckwith – girlfriend of Karl Behr


Richard, Sallie and Helen Beckwith – businessman and his wife and daughter


Karl Behr – tennis player and boyfriend of Helen Beckwith


Helen and Dickenson Bishop – honeymoon couple


Margaret ‘Molly’ Brown – suffragette and wife of mine owner J.J. Brown


Major Archibald Butt – aide to President Taft


Helen Candee – author


William, Lucile and Billy Carter – Pennsylvania businessman and his family


Eleanor Cassebeer – returning to the US after visiting her son in Europe


Virginia Clark – returning home to Los Angeles


Thornton and Orian Davidson – businessman and his wife, the daughter of Charles and Clara Hays


Washington and Ruth Dodge – banker and his wife


Walter and Mahala Douglas – industrialist and his wife


Sir Cosmo Duff Gordon – sportsman


Lady Lucy Duff Gordon – clothes designer


Elizabeth Eustis and Martha Eustis Stephenson – sisters travelling home to Massachusetts


Edith Evans – travelling home to New York City


Margaret Fleming – secretary to Marian Thayer


Mary Fortune – travelling with her husband Mark and their daughters


Laura ‘Franks’ Francatelli – secretary to Lucy Duff Gordon


Marguerite Frölicher – travelling to New York to meet her fiancé


Dr Henry, Clara and Isaac Frauenthal – orthopaedic surgeon and his wife and brother Dorothy Gibson – silent movie actress


Victor Giglio – Benjamin Guggenheim’s secretary


Colonel Archibald Gracie – amateur historian


Margaret Graham – young American travelling with her mother Edith and governess Benjamin Guggenheim – millionaire


Henry B. and Renée Harris – Broadway producer and his wife


Bruce Ismay – chairman and managing director of the White Star Line


Charles and Clara Hays – the president of the Grand Trunk Railroad and his wife


Milton Long – gentleman of leisure


Roberta Maioni – maid to the Countess of Rothes


Frank Millet – artist and close friend of Major Archibald Butt


Philipp Mock – travelling with his sister Emma Schabert


Alfred Nourney – the self-styled ‘Baron von Drachstedt’


Major Arthur Peuchen – businessman and yachtsman


George Rheims – businessman


Edith Rosenbaum – fashion journalist writing under the name Edith Russell


George Rosenshine – ostrich feather importer


Lucy, Countess of Rothes – meeting Earl of Rothes in New York


Martin Rothschild – clothes manufacturer


Arthur and Emily Ryerson, with Suzette, Emily and John – lawyer and his wife and children


Emma Schabert – travelling with her brother Phillipp Mock


Frederick K. Seward – lawyer


Elizabeth Shutes – governess to Margaret Graham


William Sloper – stockbroker and friend of Dorothy Gibson


James Clinch Smith – friend of Archibald Gracie


William Stead – journalist


Isidor and Ida Straus – owner of Macy’s and his wife


Elmer Taylor – businessman travelling with Fletcher Williams


Jack Thayer – son of John Thayer and Marian Thayer


John and Marian Thayer – vice-president of the Pennsylvania railroad and his wife


Maybelle Thorne – travelling with George Rosenshine


George, Eleanor and Harry Widener – banker and streetcar magnate, his wife and son


Charles Williams – travelling from Geneva


Fletcher Williams – businessman travelling with Elmer Taylor


Richard Williams – tennis player and son of Charles Williams


Hugh Woolner – businessman


Jay Yates – gambler


Titanic Second-Class Passengers


Lawrence Beesley – schoolteacher


Kate Buss – travelling to the US to marry her fiancé Samuel Willis


Reverend Ernest and Lillian Carter – Anglican vicar and his wife


Sidney Collett – theology student


Harvey, Charlotte and Marjorie Collyer – emigrating to a fruit farm in the US


William Harbeck – filmmaker


Benjamin, Esther and Eva Hart – emigrating to Winnipeg


Masabumi Hosono – railway official


Michel Navratil (Hoffman) – fleeing to the US with his sons Michel and Edmond


Douglas Norman – electrical engineer and pianist


Elizabeth Nye – travelling home to New York


Imanita Shelley and Lutie Parrish – mother and daughter


Leopold and Mathilde Weisz – stonemason and his wife emigrating to Quebec


Marion Wright – emigrating to the US to marry her fiancé Arthur


Henriette Yrois – model and lover of William Harbeck


Titanic Third-Class Passengers


Rhoda Abbott – returning to the US with sons Rossmore and Eugene


Olaus Abelseth – farmer returning to the US with his cousin Peter and brother-in-law Sigurd


Leah Aks – returning to the US with her baby son Frank


Daniel Buckley – farm labourer emigrating to the US


Jeremiah Burke – farm labourer emigrating to the US


Gurshon ‘Gus’ Cohen – printer emigrating to the US


Eugene Daly – uilleann piper emigrating to the US


Maggie Daly – emigrating to the US with her cousin Eugene


Frank, Emily and Frankie Goldsmith – toolmaker emigrating with his family to the US


The Goodwin family – emigrating to Niagara Falls


Joseph Hyman – picture framer emigrating to the US


Bertha Mulvihill – travelling with Maggie and Eugene Daly, emigrating to the U.S.


Sahid, Waika and Maria Nackid – emigrating to the U.S. from the Lebanon


Julius Sap – farm hand emigrating to the U.S.


Californian Crew


Stanley Lord – captain


Herbert Stone – second officer


Charles Groves – third officer


James Gibson – apprentice officer


Cyril Evans – wireless operator


Ernest Gill – assistant engineer


Carpathia Officers


Arthur Rostron – captain


H.V. Dean – first officer


James Bisset – second officer


Harold Cottam – wireless operator





 



Glossary


Aft/abaft – towards the after part, or stern, of the ship. The phrase applies all over the vessel, i.e. moving aft.


Afterbridge – a raised platform towards the stern used to supervise docking operations.


Amidships – in, or towards the middle of the ship.


Beam – the width of the vessel.


Bow – the forward end of a vessel, beginning where the hull arches inwards.


Bridge – the control centre for the ship.


Bulkhead – watertight divisions inside the hull.


Companionway – a stairway leading from one deck to another.


Cutter – a small rowing boat, similar to a lifeboat.


Davit – a small crane for loading cargo and launching lifeboats.


Falls – ropes attached to a davit.


Fathom – a measurement of depth. 1 fathom = 6 feet.


Fore – the front of the ship.


Gunwales – the upper edge of the side of a boat.


Head – the fore part of a vessel.


Helm – the steering wheel.


Hull – the body of the ship.


Keel – the central steel beam running from the bow to the stern around which a ship is built.


Knot – a unit of speed; 1 nautical mile per hour = 1.3 mph.


Log – an instrument for ascertaining the ship’s speed and the distance run.


Poop deck – the raised aftermost deck of the vessel.


Port – the left-hand side of the vessel, when facing the bow.


Starboard – the right-hand side of the vessel, when facing the bow.


Stateroom – a de luxe cabin.


Stern – the after, or rear, end of a vessel.


Stokehold – the compartment on the ship where the boilers and furnaces are housed.


Well deck – open deck lower than the decks either side.


Watertight doors – mechanically operated doors giving access through watertight bulkheads





 



The Titanic – Profile View
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The Titanic – Boat Deck
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The first-class reading and writing room on the Titanic.








 



Sunday 14th April 1912


Midnight Titanic Bridge Time – 8 Bells, Change of Watch


In the middle of the North Atlantic, a small bottle is bobbing in the water. Inside it is a piece of paper with a message written in pencil:




13/4/1912


From Titanic


Goodbye all


Burke of Glanmire


Cork





The man who wrote the note is 19-year-old Irishman, Jeremiah Burke. He is currently many miles to the west of his floating bottle, in his third-class cabin on the world’s most famous ship, the Titanic. Jeremiah is a farm labourer hoping to start a new life in America, joining his two older sisters Mary and Nellie who have settled in Boston. Mary sent Jeremiah the money to pay for his ticket.


The sharp bow of the Titanic is cutting through the cold water at about 22 knots, sending a plume of spray arcing outwards on either side. She is the largest mobile object on the planet.


The Titanic’s brass bell, hanging outside the windows of the bridge, rings out eight times, signalling the end of the four-hour watch. At the same time, the ship’s clocks are being adjusted to allow for the change in time zone as she sails westward.




On the Titanic the bell strikes don’t relate to the number of the hour; they are rung every half-hour across a four-hour watch, culminating in eight bells. The half-hour strikes are a tradition from the days of the 30-minute hourglass; but the Titanic also has the latest electric clock technology. On westbound voyages White Star Line vessels adjust their clocks at midnight by anything from 35 to 45 minutes, depending on the distance the ship is estimated to make by noon the next day. The Titanic has 48 clocks throughout the ship, which are slaved to a pair of master clocks secured in watertight cases in the chart room. This is the Titanic’s Bridge Time.





On the bridge, Fourth Officer Joseph Boxhall and Sixth Officer James Moody are taking over from Third Officer Herbert Pitman and Fifth Officer Harold Lowe. The bridge is completely dark. Any light will disrupt the men’s night vision. The shutters in the wheelhouse are closed, shielding the faint light illuminating the compass. The officers talk about how the ship is running, and the so-called ‘items of interest’ – the weather, and the Titanic’s course and speed. When the eyes of the new watch have become accustomed to the dark, the others will turn in for the night.


The Titanic’s captain, the legendary Edward J. Smith, is in his quarters just behind the bridge.




Captain Edward Smith was described by the Titanic’s second officer, Charles Lightoller, as ‘tall, full whiskered and broad… with a pleasant, quiet voice and invariable smile’. He is affectionately known as ‘E.J.’. His other nickname is ‘the millionaire’s captain’ because of his popularity among the wealthy transatlantic passengers. Smith is famous for having been with the White Star Line for 30 years, captaining 17 of their ships and sailing two million miles. Smith is the commodore of their fleet on a salary of £1250 a year, with a bonus of £1000 on condition that the ships reach port in good order.


Interviewed by the New York Times in 1907, Captain Smith spoke about his career:


‘When anyone asks me how to describe my experience of nearly 40 years at sea, I merely say “uneventful”. Of course there have been winter gales, and storms and fog and the like, but in all my experience, I have never been in any accident of any sort worth speaking about.’


That was not entirely true. White Star Line ships under his command ran aground in 1889, 1890 and 1909. In 1901 the Majestic, and in 1906 the Baltic, both had serious on-board fires. Yet Smith remained well respected and trusted by the White Star Line.


The bridge is the centre of Captain Smith’s world. Situated at the forward end of the Titanic’s boat deck, it has two wings open to the elements, and engine order telegraphs which connect the bridge with the engine room, to allow the officers to communicate the desired speed. Within the bridge is a wheelhouse containing the main ship’s wheel and a steering compass. On its rear wall are two clocks – one showing Greenwich Mean Time and the other the local ship’s time – and an inclinometer showing how many degrees the ship is listing to port or starboard.


There is a senior officer on each watch whose responsibility is the navigation and safety of the ship. He is not permitted to leave the bridge during his watch and there is no seat for him to sit on – a senior officer has to remain alert.





In the semi-circular crow’s nest 90 feet above the water and 26 feet above the bridge, lookouts Frederick Fleet and Reginald Lee are being replaced by Alfred Evans and George Hogg, who have climbed a ladder inside the steel foremast to reach them. The lookouts change every two hours. Above their heads is a brass warning bell, 17-inches in diameter. They also have a telephone that allows them to communicate directly with the bridge. They usually have a pair of binoculars, but these have gone missing.




Although some officers are dismissive about the need for binoculars, preferring the naked eye instead, it is White Star Line practice to have them in the crow’s nest. The Titanic’s lookouts were given a pair for the voyage from Belfast to Southampton that belonged to the second officer, David Blair. But Blair was left behind at Southampton the day before they sailed, following the arrival of Henry Wilde as the new chief officer. It seems likely that Blair simply forgot to tell anyone where the binoculars were kept before the Titanic sailed.


George Bartlett, marine superintendent of the White Star Line with 30 years’ experience at sea, told the British Board of Trade Inquiry into the loss of the Titanic that lookouts should use their eyes and immediately report anything they see to the bridge. The officers would then use binoculars to identify the hazard. However, in the aftermath of the disaster, Arctic explorer Admiral Robert Edwin Peary claimed, ‘With a good clear night, one could have seen farther, much farther with a binocular. [But] many things are forgotten during a ship’s rush to its maiden voyage.’





In the Titanic’s wireless room on the boat deck, between the first and second funnels, Marconi operators Harold Bride and Jack Phillips are working late, hunched over their wireless telegraph trying to get it to work. An hour ago, Bride, the junior operator, had been fast asleep in their quarters next door, but he got up because Phillips needed help to fix the equipment. It looks as if a short has developed in the secondary wiring of a transformer.




At only 25, Jack Phillips is one of the most experienced wireless operators in the world. After working as a telegraphist in the post office in Godalming in Surrey, in 1906 he enrolled at the Marconi training school in Liverpool. After six months’ study he started work on ships such as the Lusitania and Mauretania, moving to the White Star Line in 1911. Harold Bride is his deputy and three years younger. He too started as a post office telegraphist, and completed his training at the British School of Telegraphy in July 1911. The Titanic is his fifth ship.


The hero of the sinking of the Republic, Jack Binns, turned down a job on the Titanic because he’d secured a job in New York as a journalist. He’d sailed on the liner Minnesota the week before. In 1909 he’d testified before Congress that a wireless telegraph should be mandatory on all ships. By 1912 only 400 out of 20,000 British registered ships have wireless.


The Titanic’s wireless operators have three interconnecting rooms – on the port side is the dynamo room containing the main transmitting equipment; in the middle is the operating room which has two pieces of Marconi wireless apparatus, one for receiving and one for sending; and to starboard are the men’s sleeping quarters. The five-kilowatt generator to power the apparatus is backed up by an independent storage battery, in case the Titanic’s generators fail. The wireless has a range of 400 miles, although in freak conditions it can reach further – when the Titanic was in the Irish Sea, Jack Phillips exchanged messages with operators in Tenerife and Port Said.


The Marconi Company recruits ambitious young men between 21 and 25, who are keen to avoid what the company’s literature calls ‘blind alley careers’. They transmit to each other in their own mock public-school language of ‘old man’ and ‘I say, old boy’. The Jack Binns story proved just how exciting the job could be.





In the decks below the officers on the bridge and the lookouts and the wireless operators, the majority of the Titanic’s 1316 passengers are asleep in the cabins. The lights in the public areas were dimmed or turned off an hour ago. It is the end of the fourth of an eight-day voyage to New York, and both passengers and crew are beginning to get used to this mighty ship.




Second Officer Charles Lightoller wrote after the sinking that although he knew many types of ship ‘from a battleship to a barge’, it took him 14 days from when he joined the Titanic in Belfast to be able to find his way from one part of the ship to the other by the shortest route.


Even for those passengers used to sailing across the Atlantic, the Titanic is impressive, and some couldn’t wait to share their thoughts on the ship with friends and family, using White Star Line notepaper with ‘On Board the R.M.S “Titanic”’ on the top right-hand corner. The passengers’ letters are now well on their way to their destinations. Some addressed to British homes have already been delivered.


On Wednesday, six hours after departing from Southampton, the Titanic arrived at Cherbourg to pick up passengers and mail. On Thursday she called at the Irish port of Queenstown (now called Cobh) and took on board more passengers and mail. A small number of mail sacks were brought ashore. The RMS Titanic is carrying 3423 sacks of mail to New York (RMS stands for Royal Mail Ship or Steamer). On board are five clerks who work in the Titanic’s mail room – two British and three Americans. By the time she reached Queenstown they had sorted about 100,000 of the seven million items the Titanic is carrying.


One of those who had posted a letter from the ship is second-class passenger Harvey Collyer, who is heading to the US with his wife Charlotte and eight-year-old daughter Marjorie for a new life – fruit farming in Idaho. In the inside pocket of his jacket he is carrying all their life savings in bank notes – the proceeds of selling their grocer’s shop in Bishopstoke in Hampshire; in the Titanic’s hold are their possessions for their new home. Charlotte suffers from tuberculosis, and they are hoping the Idaho climate will alleviate her symptoms.


Harvey wrote to his parents just before the mail was collected for Queenstown:




My dear Mum and Dad,


It don’t seem possible we are out on the briny writing to you. Well dears so far we are having a delightful trip the weather is beautiful and the ship magnificent. We can’t describe the tables it’s like a floating town. I can tell you we do swank, we shall miss it on the trains as we go third on them. There is hardly any motion she is so large we have not felt sick yet.


Lots of love, don’t worry about us. Harvey, Lot & Madge.





By strange coincidence second-class passenger Marion Wright is also heading to a fruit farm in America – to marry its owner Arthur Woolcott, whom she met in Somerset a few years before. They plan to get married soon after she arrives.




Dearest Dad,


Just a few lines to post to you from Queenstown… It is lovely on the water, & except for the smell of new paint, everything is very comfortable on board. The food is splendid and so far I have had 3 meals… So far the vessel doesn’t seem a bit crowded, & there are dozens of tables empty in the dining saloon… God be with you all & bring me safe home in a few years’ time to see you once again. Much love & many thanks for all have given me,


Your ever loving child,


Marion





On the first evening of the voyage on Wednesday 10th April, Marion offered to share a steamer rug on deck with 36-year-old Kate Buss from Sittingbourne in Kent, who is on her way to marry her fiancé Samuel Willis, who emigrated to San Diego two years ago. Kate is keen to travel in April to avoid a May wedding, which she considers bad luck. As Kate and Marion chatted, they discovered they both had their wedding presents in the Titanic’s hold. Kate also wrote a letter from Queenstown, telling her brother how much she liked the Titanic but ‘the only thing I object to is new paint so far…’


Marion Wright’s observation that the ship isn’t crowded is correct – the Titanic is half full. She has the capacity to take 2603 passengers but is carrying only 1316. It would have been even fewer, but there had been a coal strike that meant that other shipping lines transferred their coal and many of their passengers to the Titanic. However she is fully booked for her return voyage.


The American writer and artist Frank Millet loves the Titanic – he wrote to a friend, ‘It has everything but taxi cabs and theatres’ – but he is not so keen on some of his fellow first-class passengers:




Queer lot of people on the ship. There are a number of obnoxious, ostentatious American women, the scourge of any place they infest and worse on shipboard than anywhere… many of them carry tiny dogs, and lead husbands around like pet lambs.


Frank Millet is a renowned painter. Copies of his works are owned by many of the Titanic’s wealthier passengers. He has had a varied life – from drummer boy in the American Civil War to war correspondent in the Spanish–American War. He may have been referring to Helen Bishop and her husband Dickenson in his letter. They are on their honeymoon and bought a dog in Florence they named Freu Freu. There are 12 dogs on board, most in kennels on F-deck, looked after by the ship’s butcher; some first-class passengers keep their dogs in their cabins – to which the stewards turn a blind eye. Helen Bishop has made a den in her cabin for Freu Freu, behind two suitcases.


The Titanic has a ship’s cat called Jenny to catch the mice and rats. She gave birth to kittens just before they sailed from Southampton, and the whole family is being fed with scraps by the kitchen staff.








‘With no dusters or anything to work with, I wish the bally ship at the bottom of the sea.’




George Beedem is a bedroom steward who joined the Titanic on 4th April, having previously served on the Olympic. He’d written a number of letters to his wife Lilly and their seven-year-old son Charles, but didn’t have any stamps. Queenstown was his first chance to send them all.




Tuesday


My Dear Lill & Charlie


This is the last night and thank goodness we are off tomorrow… the last three days I’ve felt rotten & what with no dusters or anything to work with, I wish the bally ship at the bottom of the sea…





During the midnight to 4am watch on 11th April, George wrote another letter to his family:




My dear little treasures
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