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				INTRODUCTION

				The death of Elizabeth II, Britain’s longest serving monarch, sent shockwaves around the world. Given the queen had reached the age of 96, death was in the natural order of things – and yet it was hard to believe she was no longer at the country’s helm. In an extraordinary reign, spanning seven decades, she rarely put a foot wrong. Through wars and upheavals, her hand always steady at the tiller, she remained a model of dignified composure and calm.

				At the time of the queen’s coronation, in 1953, Winston Churchill was prime minister, Dwight D. Eisenhower president of the United States and Joseph Stalin leader of the Soviet Union. Throughout her reign, she criss-crossed the world, engaging with dignitaries and heads of state from India’s first prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, to US president John F. Kennedy and South African icon Nelson Mandela. 

				In an address to Parliament, the queen once reflected: “Change is a constant… the way we embrace it defines our future.” Her reign bore witness to the decline of the British 
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				Empire and the birth of the Commonwealth of Nations, Britain’s entrance into the European Communities in 1973, the collapse of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and, of course, Brexit, in 2020, followed soon after by the devastating covid pandemic. She reigned through the “Beatlemania” of the 1960s, the election of Britain’s first female prime minister, Margaret Thatcher, in 1979, and the birth of the World Wide Web in 1989. Her final role, just two days before her death, was to ask Liz Truss, Britain’s third female prime minister, to form a government. 

				Until the death of Prince Philip in 2021, the queen’s husband was a constant at her side – her “strength and stay” – while her family continued to grow and evolve. Like any family, the royals had to deal with grief, tensions and conflict – and all under the relentless gaze of the media. 

				Spanning eight decades, the quotes in this book bear witness to the queen’s unflappable poise, inspiring dedication to duty and her dry sense of humour. They provide a fascinating insight into her public role – and intriguing glimpses of the Elizabeth behind the mask. 
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				I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service and the service of our great imperial family to which we all belong.
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