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Using this atlas


How to use this atlas


The atlas is in five colour coded sections. These are shown on the List of contents.


There are two ways to find information in this atlas.


• To find a particular topic, look for it on the List of contents. For example, maps showing Energy resources can be found on here.


• You can refer to Finding places to help you find the place on the map. If you know roughly where a particular name occurs, you can use the Key map of the continents below or the List of contents to find the map page number and then look for it on the map.
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What is a map?


These small maps explain the meaning of some of the lines and colours on the atlas maps.
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This is how an island is shown on a map. The land is coloured green and the sea is blue. The coastline is a blue line.
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There are some lakes on the island and rivers that flow down to the sea.
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This map shows the land over 200 metres high in a lighter colour. The height of the land is shown by contour lines and layer colours.
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This map shows more contour lines and layer colours. It shows that the highest mountain is in the centre of the island and that it is over 3,000 metres high.
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This is a way of showing different information about the island. It shows that the island is divided into two countries. They are separated by a country boundary.







[image: illustration]


There are cities and towns on the island. The two capital cities are shown with a special symbol. Other large or important cities are shown by a red circle.
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This map shows the most important roads, railways and airports. Transport routes connect the cities and towns.
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This map gives lines of latitude and longitude and shows where the island is in the world. Here in the atlas shows the same island on a map at a different scale.
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This map is using the country colouring and showing letter-figure codes for locating places.









Map information


Symbols
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A map symbol shows the position of something – for example, circles for towns or an aeroplane for an airport.
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On some maps a dot or a symbol stands for a large number – for example, 500,000 people or cities with over 10 million people.
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The size of the symbol can be bigger or smaller, to show different numbers. The symbol here shows fishing ports in the UK.








Colours
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Colours are used on some maps so that separate areas, such as countries, as in this map, can be seen clearly.
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On other maps, areas that are the same in some way have the same colour to show patterns. This map shows rainfall.
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