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INTRODUCTION


Ladies and gentlemen, family and friends, one and all, welcome to the ultimate, indispensable guide to wedding speeches. It is, without a doubt, the greatest book on toasts since sliced bread (the first and only bread pun in the book, we promise).


This compact compendium of conjugal curiosities is buttered so thick with wisdom and wit that it will help Groomsmen and Bridesmaids* keep their honour, calm the nerves of the happy couple’s family (on a day so emotional even the cake is in tiers), and ensure the happy couple are never lost for words on the most important day of their lives.


Packed with checklists, playlists, dos and don’ts, facts and stats, tips and tricks, this bite-sized companion is essential for anyone brave – or foolish – enough to speak at a wedding.


From the loquacious to the lachrymose, the grandiloquent to the scared-shitless, this mini matrimony manual (and last-minute lifesaver!) will turn your toast from rambling, embarrassing nonsense into something even Winston Churchill would raise a glass to (though, to be fair, he’d raise a glass to anything).


Whether heartfelt or hilarious, touching or toe-curling, and embarrassing all the way to downright absurd, this tiny tome salutes wedding speeches in all their shapes and sizes. Because, as the vow reminds us, it’s better to speak now than forever hold your peace.


So, let’s raise a glass to toasts themselves – celebrating everything that makes them brilliant – and, of course, to the happy couple. They deserve nothing less than the best words we can muster.


Cheers – and enjoy!


* Terms can be applied to anyone, regardless of gender.












Chapter 1 
Holy Matrimony!


Like all the best wedding toasts, this little book starts with a strong opening, an extraordinary first chapter that’s designed to keep you educated, entertained and enthralled.


Grab a flute, fill it to the top; it’s time to raise a toast… to toasts!








Speech


noun


The communication or expression of thoughts in spoken words





Never, ever, ever, EVER start a wedding speech by defining the meaning of common words, such as “wedding”, “marriage”, “love” or “speech”.


You’ll lose your audience immediately.





[image: Open quotation]


Webster’s Dictionary defines ‘wedding’ as ‘the fusing of two metals with a hot torch’. Well, you know something? I think you guys are two medals. Gold medals.


[image: Close quotation]


Michael Scott


“Phyllis’s Wedding”, The Office, 2007


Perhaps TV’s greatest opener for a wedding toast?





[image: Open quotation]


What is a wedding? Well, Webster’s Dictionary defines a wedding as ‘the process of removing weeds from one’s garden’.


[image: Close quotation]


Homer Simpson


“Secrets of a Successful Marriage”, The Simpsons, 1994


Perhaps TV’s second greatest opener for a wedding toast?





Toast Tip #1


The first 30 seconds and the final 30 seconds of a wedding speech are the most crucial.


They are the bookends of your message, and together, they form the lasting impression you’ll leave everyone with in the room.


A powerful opening is your first – and maybe only – chance to grab the audience’s attention. If you make a good first impression, your audience will lean in and eagerly await what comes next.





Opening Joke…


For the
Father of the Bride


Traditionally, the Father of the Bride delivers the first speech, often expressing his joy and pride in giving his daughter away. The speech’s main use is to welcome the Groom into the family.


Try this line on for size:


[image: Open quotation] You know, a father always hopes his daughter will find a partner who is handsome, smart and persistent. [Name] is one out of three of those things, but at least we know he’s working hard on the other two. [image: Close quotation]





Grooms, listen up!


The second you say the words “My wife and I…” the entire room will erupt with loud cheers.


That’s your one guaranteed win in your speech.


Enjoy it. It’s all downhill from here.





Wedding toasts can be traced back to ancient Greece, where the act of raising a glass and the sound of clinking glass was believed to ward off evil spirits and bring good fortune.


About marriage, the famed ancient Greek philosopher Socrates once quipped:


[image: Open quotation] By all means marry. If you get a good wife, you’ll be happy; if you get a bad one, you’ll become a philosopher. [image: Close quotation]





The word “marriage” first appeared in the English language around 1300 CE.


It was borrowed from the Old French word mariage, which itself came from the Latin word maritātus, meaning “married”.


Around the same time, the word “betrothed” also came to be popular, from betreuthe, which literally means “to be truthful”.


It is the same root word that gives us our modern “truth”.





The title of Best Man has a fascinating history rooted in ancient traditions. As a nobleman, the Groom’s favourite companion was often his most trusted swordsman, tasked with protecting the couple from rival suitors or a disapproving family.


The Best Man’s primary job was to ensure the couple made it to the altar safely. So, feel free to smugly call yourself a “skilled swordsman” in your Best Man speech, if you want to attract the winks and nods of single (and ready to mingle) Bridesmaids.





1140


The year Benedictine monk Gratian formalized marriage with his canon law textbook, Decretum Gratiani. In it, he made the consent of the couple more important than their family’s approval.*


The Decretum required couples to give their verbal consent and consummate the marriage to forge a marital bond.


* Up until the eleventh century, marriage was primarily based on securing an economic or political advantage.





If you find yourself lost for words during your speech, imagine everyone in the audience naked.


(Except Uncle Pat, obviously.)





Elevate your speech from good to unforgettable by adding a prop.
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