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Chapter 1



“Get down!” shouted Ash’s mum.



“It’s far too dangerous!”



Ash ignored her and hurried up the last few steps
to the top of the slide.


As he slid to the bottom of the slide,
Mum grabbed his arm. “Right, that’s it,” she said.



“We’re going home. Don’t you realise what could
have happened? You could have fallen. You could
have hurt yourself!”
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For lunch, Ash’s mum gave him a super healthy
salad. Chopped into bite-sized pieces, of course,
so Ash wouldn’t choke. It was fat-free,
danger-free, and ... taste-free.


Ash wasn’t allowed to do anything fun any more.


Not since the mysterious Pied Piper had visited
Hamelin. When the town had been overrun with
rats, the Piper had played his pipe and led all
the rats away. But when the mayor refused
to pay him, the Piper had led all the children
away, too.
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The townspeople raised the money to pay
the Piper, and the children came back with
no memory of their time away. But the townspeople
had never forgotten. They were determined not to
let anything happen to their children again. In fact,
they had gone safety-mad.








