
[image: cover]


[image: images]


[image: images]


[image: images]


[image: images]


[image: images]


[image: images]

www.rainbowmagic.co.uk

www.orchardbooks.co.uk



 

 

 

[image: images]


 

ORCHARD BOOKS
338 Euston Road, London NW1 3BH
Orchard Books Australia
Level 17/207 Kent Street, Sydney, NSW 2000

First published in 2008 by Orchard Books
 This ebook edition first published in 2012

[image: images]

 


© 2008 Rainbow Magic Limited.
 A HIT Entertainment company. Rainbow Magic is a trademark of Rainbow Magic Limited.
 Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off. And other countries.
www.rainbowmagiconline.com

Illustrations © Orchard Books 2008

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978 1 40832 475 2

Orchard Books is a division of Hachette Children’s Books,
an Hachette UK company

www.hachette.co.uk

www.orchardbooks.co.uk

www.franklinwatts.co.uk

www.hodderchildrens.co.uk

www.waylandbooks.co.uk


[image: images]


[image: images]

It’s icy cold and freezing, now that winter’s here.

Snowstorms and icy sleet – my favourite time of year.

But what’s this – smiling faces? People having fun?

I think I’ll spoil the snow for everyone!

 

The Magic Snowflake I shall steal,

the Silver Chest and Firestone too.

How they’ll shiver, how they’ll sigh

when my work is through!


[image: images]


[image: images]

 

A Fairy Snowball!

 

Freeze!

 

A Special Discovery

 

Race Down the Mountain

 

A Snowy Surprise
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“We’re going to try out the snow,” Kirsty Tate called to her mum. “We’ll be back for lunch, OK?”

“See you later!” Rachel Walker shouted to her mum and dad.

The two friends grinned at each other as their parents called back goodbyes. Both girls were wearing new salopettes, puffa jackets, woolly hats and gloves. Kirsty pushed open the door of the chalet, and out they stepped, blinking in the bright sunshine.
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Mountain peaks rose majestically all around, covered in thick white snow. Skiers were already whizzing down the slopes, zig-zagging across the mountainside in colourful groups. Other people were careering about on snowboards, sun glinting off their snow goggles.

Rachel couldn’t stop smiling. “It’s so fantastic being on holiday with you again!” she said happily.

Kirsty nodded. “I know,” she said, linking arms with her best friend. “All this snow, and the Winter Festival in a few days to look forward to, as well.” She beamed. “And you never know, we might meet a fairy, too. We always have such magical adventures when we’re together!”
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The girls’ parents had rented them skis and a snowboard each, and Rachel and Kirsty went to find them in the small shed at the side of the chalet. “I’m going to try my skis first,” Kirsty decided, taking a pair of ski poles, skis and special ski boots. She sat down to put them on, feeling tingly with excitement.

“I’ll try a snowboard,” Rachel said eagerly, picking up a turquoise board that was long and slender, with rounded ends.

Once they were both ready, they found a small slope to practise on.
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“Wheeee!” Kirsty squealed, pushing off. “Here I go!” She whizzed down the slope, but wobbled at the end and fell sideways into the snow. Ouch! It was hard and icy. She got to her feet gingerly, rubbing her legs.


“My turn now… Wheeee!” cried Rachel, standing on her board and riding downhill on it. It was hard keeping her balance, though, and she fell off too. “Ow!” she cried, as her elbow bumped on a particularly hard patch of ice. “This snow isn’t very soft, is it?”
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Kirsty shook her head. “Look at that girl over there,” she murmured, helping her friend up. “The snow’s so hard, she can’t even build her snowman!”
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Rachel watched the girl, who was struggling with her snowman nearby. The snow wasn’t clumping together properly, and crumbled to ice chips instead.

“Maybe we should leave skiing and snowboarding for a bit later,” Rachel suggested. “How about a snowball fight?”

“You’re on,” Kirsty laughed, quickly unstrapping her skis.

The girls started making snowballs but the snow didn’t stick together very well. And then, when they started throwing them at one another, the snowballs were so hard, they really hurt!

Rachel had just opened her mouth to suggest they try something else when she saw a snowball zooming towards her face. Before she could duck, the snowball suddenly burst apart in a puff of sparkling snow crystals. Rachel jumped in surprise…and then stared as she noticed a little fairy hovering in midair, right where the snowball had been.
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“Oh!” gasped Rachel in surprise. “Hello! Who are you?”

The fairy had chestnut-brown hair with a fringe, and wore fluffy white earmuffs tipped with silver glitter. She was dressed in a purple coat with a red-and-purple striped dress underneath, red leggings and purple snow boots.
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“I’m Gabriella,” the fairy said, dropping a dainty curtsey. “Gabriella the Snow Kingdom Fairy. And I’m really glad to see you here!”

Kirsty came over excitedly. “Hi, Gabriella,” she said to the tiny fairy. “I’m Kirsty. Is everything all right?”

Gabriella shook her head sadly. “No,” she said. “Jack Frost is up to his tricks again! He’s stolen my special Magic Snowflake, which makes all the snow soft, fluffy and white. Without it, the snow everywhere is much harder and icier.”

“We noticed,” Kirsty said. “How did he get your snowflake?”
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“Well, every year on the first of December, I hang my Magic Snowflake on the Christmas Tree outside the Fairyland palace,” Gabriella explained. “But this morning the snowflake was gone – and there were goblin footprints all around the tree. I’m sure Jack Frost ordered his goblins to steal it, and hide it in the human world.”
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Gabriella’s Magic Snowflake






 






Happy Holidays







 


Quest for Fire



 




Sneak Peek


 


If you liked this, you’ll love…
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