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Are you sitting comfortably? Then we’ll begin.


Buying this book was a very smart move, whether you have selfishly bought it for yourself, or for a relative who once pretended that they liked Pointless in an attempt to sound clever. 


Contained within these pages are an A-Z of Pointless quizzes, and also an A-Z of Pointless facts written by Xander and me. 


Did you notice I’m also writing this introduction in an A-Z format? 


Every paragraph begins with the next letter of the alphabet.


For example, this one begins with an F and the next one will begin with a G.


Got the picture? Excellent, let’s get on with it. 


Happy Christmas to you all. I am assuming you are reading this at Christmas, though if you had the patience to wait until March it probably would have been cheaper. Too late now I’m afraid, the damage has been done.


Introductions are the perfect place to thank a few people who are key to the success of Pointless.


John Ryan is our awesome series producer. He is the real talent behind the show. Thanks you, as always, John.


Kanye West has also been an inspiration.


Lisa, Pauline, Debbie and Sharon in Make-up and Wardrobe make us look good literally every day, as well as being brilliant gossips and the most prodigious swearers on the team. 


Many thanks also to our incredible crew; the lovely people who come along to the see the show recorded live and, of course, our wonderful contestants.


Nick Shearing is our greatest hero however. As well as being part of an incredible question writing team (more on them later) he has put in a huge amount of work into the book, as he also did last year. Thank you so much Nick! Thanks also to the wonderfully funny Moose Allain for the illustrations, and to our publishers Hodder & Stoughton for being so vague with the word ‘deadline’.


Only 12 more letters to go. This is going better than I expected. Although I still have to do Q, X and Z …


Please enjoy this book responsibly, I don’t want to hear of any cheating and resultant fist fights.


Questions are organised in groups of four, with answers on the next page. This of course, leads to my worries about the cheating, the fist fights and the Boxing Day visits to A&E.


Remember this is the season of goodwill, especially when you find that Uncle Keith, who you foolishly left alone with the book, now has a suspiciously detailed knowledge of Peruvian lakes.


Sometimes people just know stuff about Peruvian lakes. Perhaps he’s been there? Maybe during those 18 months in the 1990s when he was ‘away’ that no one in the family ever speaks about?


Though you’re quite right, he probably has been cheating.


Uncle Keith is a liability, let’s be honest.


Very near the end of the introduction now. 


We hope you enjoy this book as much as we enjoyed writing it. It really has been a pleasure.


Xander and I would also like to thank you so much for watching Pointless and the lovely feedback you give us. It really is the best job in the television world. I would also like to personally thank Xander for having a name beginning with X, which has really got me out of a hole.


You’ll find all sorts of facts in this book, and I promise they won’t all be about Peruvian lakes. It’s probably fitting to end this introduction with one of my favourite facts.


Zebra stripes are like fingerprints, no two are the same. Enjoy the book!
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Angry angler Alan Allen arranges an array of anchovies in an alcove under an ancient arch.
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A – One of the five options whenever we have a picture round. The other four options are B, C, D and E. Always worth listening out for people saying ‘we’ll go with number A please’, which happens surprisingly often.


Abi and Tracy – I love it when we have pairs of contestants whose names go together, such as Paul–Simon, and Moira–Stuart. I particularly liked it when contestants Abi and Tracy stood next to each other, and their name badges spelled out ‘A bit racy’. This is nothing, however, compared to when our floor manager, Frosty, asked for a round of applause for two losing contestants called Tash and Gail and actually said, ‘A round of applause for Gash and Tail’. That was the least of Frosty’s many crimes, as anyone who has been to a recording will attest. 


Acid Jazz – A category that hung around on our jackpot board for over a year and was never chosen, largely because no-one had a clue what it meant. Those clever backroom boffins changed it to ‘Funky Music’, where it was chosen by Beth and Andy. The question turned out to be ‘Jamiroquai Top 40 Singles’ and Beth and Andy gave us a pointless answer. I am almost certain there is a lesson for life there, though I have no idea what it is.


Alexander Armstrong – The shorter, better-educated of the two Pointless presenters, and really one of the loveliest men you could ever hope to meet. Armstrong lives in a heavily fortified castle in Oxfordshire with his four children and two wives. He is also an actor, a writer, a neurologist, a spy and a decathlete. He has many catchphrases (see Great Contestants).


Answers – (See Questions)


App – The Pointless app is available on phones, tablets and, as far as I know, landlines and via a series of hilltop beacons. I don’t really understand how these things work, but apparently it is very addictive and if you download it, it will seriously affect your productivity for the next month or so.


Applause – When we started Pointless the audience would always applaud when the jackpot amount was revealed. When the jackpot was at its lowest possible point of £1,000, I sometimes felt that this applause was inappropriate. So now the audience only applauds when the jackpot is £2,000 or above. A little TV secret for you there.


Appleson – An entirely made-up word uttered by Bobby Ball, and probably the worst answer ever given on Pointless Celebrities. (For the full story see Mack, Lee)


Armadillo – A good answer, unless the question is, say, Women’s Grand Slam Tennis Winners since 1970, in which case Petra Kvitová would be a better answer.


Azerbaijan – Always the best answer in any round about the Eurovision Song Contest. Also worth remembering that Morocco took part in 1980, the only African country ever to do so.
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We’re looking for any state of the USA whose name ends in the letter ‘A’.




 

 

 







	ALABAMA 
	53




	ALASKA 
	40




	ARIZONA 
	35




	CALIFORNIA 
	62




	FLORIDA 
	39




	GEORGIA 
	12




	INDIANA 
	9




	IOWA 
	16




	LOUISIANA 
	8




	MINNESOTA 
	5




	MONTANA 
	9




	NEBRASKA 
	2




	NEVADA 
	23




	NORTH CAROLINA 
	12




	NORTH DAKOTA 
	8




	OKLAHOMA 
	15




	PENNSYLVANIA 
	3




	SOUTH CAROLINA 
	10




	SOUTH DAKOTA 
	3




	VIRGINIA 
	14




	WEST VIRGINIA 
	5
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We’re going to show you the titles of twelve sculptures, or art installations, together with the year in which they were created. We are looking for the name of the artist who created each of them.


Angel Of The North (1997–1998)


Brillo Soap Pads Box (1964)


David (1501–1504)


The Discus Thrower (460 – 450 BC)


Little Dancer Aged Fourteen (1880 – 1881)


Lobster Telephone (1936)


Orbit (2012)


Mother And Child Divided (1993)


My Bed (1998)


Statue Of Liberty (1886)


Stringed Figure (Curlew), Version II (1956)


Walking Man (1947)






 

 

 







	ANTONY GORMLEY 
	15




	ANDY WARHOL 
	18




	MICHELANGELO 
	34




	MYRON 
	0




	EDGAR DEGAS 
	6




	SALVADOR DALÍ 
	9




	ANISH KAPOOR 
	0




	DAMIEN HIRST 
	7




	TRACEY EMIN 
	39




	FRÉDÉRIC AUGUSTE BARTHOLDI 
	1




	BARBARA HEPWORTH 
	1




	ALBERTO GIACOMETTI 
	4
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We’re going to show you the title of one song of a double A-side single that was a UK Top 40 hit, along with the artist who recorded it and the initials of the other song. We’d like you to give us the full title of the second song, please.


BONEY M – RIVERS OF BABYLON (BGITR)


BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN – BORN IN THE USA (IOF)


McFLY – ALL ABOUT YOU (YGAF)


QUEEN – BICYCLE RACE (FBG)


ROLLING STONES – RUBY TUESDAY (LSTNT)





 

 

 





	BROWN GIRL IN THE RING
	30



	I’M ON FIRE 
	7



	YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND 
	5



	FAT BOTTOMED GIRLS 
	37



	LET’S SPEND THE NIGHT TOGETHER 
	16
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We are looking for any of the English titles of the Asterix books written by Albert Uderzo and/or René Goscinny, and published by Orion prior to April 2011.





 

 

 





	ASTERIX AND CAESAR’S GIFT 
	1



	ASTERIX AND CLEOPATRA 
	5



	ASTERIX AND OBELIX ALL AT SEA 
	1



	ASTERIX AND OBELIX’S BIRTHDAY 
	0



	ASTERIX AND SON 
	3



	ASTERIX AND THE ACTRESS 
	1



	ASTERIX AND THE BANQUET 
	0



	ASTERIX AND THE BIG FIGHT 
	0



	ASTERIX AND THE BLACK GOLD 
	2



	ASTERIX AND THE CAULDRON 
	1



	ASTERIX AND THE CHIEFTAIN’S SHIELD 
	0



	ASTERIX AND THE CLASS ACT 
	1



	ASTERIX AND THE FALLING SKY 
	1



	ASTERIX AND THE GOLDEN SICKLE 
	2



	ASTERIX AND THE GOTHS 
	1



	ASTERIX AND THE GREAT CROSSING 
	0



	ASTERIX AND THE GREAT DIVIDE 
	2



	ASTERIX AND THE LAUREL WREATH 
	0



	ASTERIX AND THE MAGIC CARPET 
	1



	ASTERIX AND THE NORMANS 
	0



	ASTERIX AND THE ROMAN AGENT 
	1



	ASTERIX AND THE SECRET WEAPON 
	1



	ASTERIX AND THE SOOTHSAYER 
	1



	ASTERIX AND THE VIKINGS 
	0



	ASTERIX AT THE OLYMPIC GAMES 
	5



	ASTERIX IN BELGIUM 
	2



	ASTERIX IN BRITAIN 
	6



	ASTERIX IN CORSICA 
	2



	ASTERIX IN SPAIN 
	1



	ASTERIX IN SWITZERLAND 
	1



	ASTERIX THE GAUL 
	15



	ASTERIX THE GLADIATOR 
	0



	ASTERIX THE LEGIONARY 
	1



	HOW OBELIX FELL INTO THE MAGIC POTION (WHEN HE WAS A LITTLE BOY) 
	0



	OBELIX AND CO. 
	1



	THE MANSIONS OF THE GODS 
	0
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Bobby Billingham the bearded ballerina boldly battles butterflies on the backs of a brace of burly bison.
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Bangor Pier – This is the destination of our famous Pointless day trip. We get to see all sorts of lovely pictures in the head-to-head round, and when we’ve been in the studio at Elstree for weeks and weeks, the bright colours can sometimes go to our heads so that we coo over pictures of jellyfish and get a little bit giddy at pictures of sycamores. When a picture of Bangor Pier came up a couple of years ago, we just went NUTS over it and decided there and then that we had to plan a Pointless day trip to Bangor for us and all our viewers. We got it all planned, everything from who was doing the packed lunches (Dave and Moira from Galloway) to which of our favourite tunes we should sing on the way back (‘Oh Danny Boy’ and ‘Price Tag’). It was going to be AMAZING. And then we just didn’t get enough response from our viewers to make it worthwhile. Only 2,743,302 people said yes and, as Jan from Borehamwood Coaches pointed out, that would’ve meant there was going to be one mainly empty coach. If we’d got it up to 2,743,355 it would have been fine. Shame, it would have been a lovely day. 


Before My Time – This started off being something that merely annoyed Richard; it has now become one of Pointless’s few grave transgressions (see Red Card Offences).


If a subject comes up – 80s music, 90s sitcoms, 70s sports stars – that pertains to a particular era that predates the birth of the contestant answering, it is now FORBIDDEN under the Osman Accord (2013) for that contestant to complain that the period was ‘before my time’. Because if we all used that excuse then we wouldn’t need to know anything about political history, the sketches of That Was The Week That Was, the carvings of Grinling Gibbons, or actors in The Magnificent Seven or The Dirty Dozen. And then where would we be? So let’s hear no more of it. 


Befriend – That’s how you spell it. The ‘i’ before the ‘e’, just like in the rhyme. Simple when you see it in front of you like that and yet … and yet … It’s one of those words I always have to write down before I completely trust it. Like ‘field’ (I think I’ve spelt that right – even as I look at it I realise that it too has the ‘i’ before the ‘e’; it’s almost like the people who came up with that rhyme were on to something). Anyway, it’s the word I thought was going to be a pointless answer in the ‘Words Ending In “IND”’ round. It wasn’t pointless as it turns out and I can still hear the decibels of laughter ringing in my ears sometimes at night. And then the kind voice of the primary school teacher who was a contestant on the show saying ‘try and remember, Xander, that Fri-day comes at the end of the week.’


Actually, you people who came up with that rhyme, what about ‘Either’? Eh? You’re curiously quiet on that score.


Blue Peter – Over the years of doing Pointless Celebrities we have had so many Blue Peter presenters (collective noun: a biddy) that I have actually lost count. What I will say is that no-one is better schooled in Pointless information, and no-one better behaved under studio conditions, than the alumni of that flagship of the schedules (apart from Peter Purves, who was a right little imp from the moment he turned up: itching powder on Richard’s chair and some extremely inappropriate graffiti left in his dressing room, daubed on the wall in who knows what). 


Bow-dow-now-now-now – I love all Pointless recordings. Every single one. Looking out across the floor at the start of each show, seeing Frosty and Floor Paulie leading the applause (Floor Paulie shouting ‘a-pplause’ in that lovely way he has that makes it sound like he’s shouting hooray); seeing Nigel our craneman (and sometime director) swinging his camera out over the audience; feeling the lighting state change for the opening piece; seeing the red light go on on my camera; hearing Nick (who’s our director for this episode) in my ear saying ‘Cue Xander!’ and launching into the first segment of the show. And then massively cocking it up about a minute in so that we have to do it all over again; how could I possibly not? What, as they say, is not to love?


Well, nothing. But if there’s one thing that makes it even better, that puts a big shiny cherry on top of the icing that is already on the cake, it’s the sight of Frosty strutting about next to Camera 5 pretending he’s got a huge bass guitar slung around his middle, plucking the invisible strings and singing ‘bow-dow-now-now-now’ along to the theme tune. Frosty, please never stop doing that.


Bread, That Ain’t – For a short spell during Pointless’s third and fourth series, we pushed hard for a catchphrase. Obviously there are things that we each say a lot (see Hiya, Hello and Thank You Very Much Indeed) but there was no question/response catchphrase along the lines of ‘Nice to see you/To see you nice’. I suggested an ingenious device that Osman – though he may not remember it – had actually coined as a joke catchphrase when he and I were standing in the Endemol kitchenette (very close to an actual toaster) joshing about becoming game show hosts back in 2009. This was before one of the table reads of this zany new show we were trying out (when the BBC were still deciding if they even wanted to make Pointless). For a while it actually took off as a catchphrase, and if we could only remember to use it more often in the show it would embed and become an official Pointless ‘thing’ (it almost has done after a frankly derisory airing in a couple of episodes, so all it really needs is just a bit more effort on our part). The ‘That ain’t bread/That’s toast’ formula also has the added benefit of actually meaning something and follows an internal logic all of its own. Can’t say that for ‘To see you nice’ now can you?


Brown, James and Nick – Two of the luckiest guesses ever made on the show have been Brown answers. In the first case we were looking for any politician called David, Nick or Ed. The contestant, who confessed to knowing absolutely nothing about politics, closed her eyes and said ‘Brown?’ only to score a pointless answer (Nick Brown held various ministerial posts under Tony Blair and Gordon Brown.) In another category we were looking for the names of any actor in either The Magnificent Seven or The Dirty Dozen. The contestant, already holding up his hands in defeat, shook his head and said James Brown – which I obviously thought was hilarious and prompted any number of ‘I wanna get up and do my thing’ gags – only for it to score a pointless answer; an actor called Jim Brown played one of the smaller parts in the long, long cast list of The Dirty Dozen on IMDb. So there you are, if at a loss always go for a colour and an obvious first name. For example, Sam White, Sally Taupe and Bill Gentian would all be … well, they’d all be wrong and score a hundred points wouldn’t they? But they would at least sound good.


Burghley House – This is in Cambridgeshire; the park of Burghley House is in Lincolnshire. The estate straddles the Lincs/Cambs border. That’s official (from Burghley House itself). So to the question ‘Which county is Burghley House in?’ the correct answer is ‘Cambridgeshire’. 
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We are looking for any word that has its own entry in the Oxford Dictionary of English that begins and ends with the letter ‘B’. 


As usual we will not accept abbreviations, proper nouns, trademarks, or hyphenated words.





 

 

 





	BACKCOMB 
	1



	BAFFLEGAB 
	0



	BAOBAB 
	2



	BARB 
	14



	BATHTUB 
	0



	BEDAUB 
	0



	BEGOB 
	0



	BENUMB 
	0



	BIB 
	17



	BIBB 
	0



	BICARB 
	0



	BLAB 
	13



	BLEB 
	1



	BLOB 
	20



	BLUB 
	11



	BLURB 
	5



	BOAB 
	0



	BOB 
	18



	BOMB 
	23



	BOOB 
	15



	BREADCRUMB 
	0



	BREWPUB 
	0



	BUB 
	0



	BULB 
	11



	BURB 
	3
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Here is a list of clues which will lead to a famous Barbara – can you tell us who they are?


British sculptor died 1975


Famous for saying ‘Walkies!’


Former MP married to author Ken


Had UK No.1 single with Elaine Paige


Her debut novel was A Woman of Substance


Hollywood star of Double Indemnity


Introduced breathalyser to UK


Mrs Ringo Starr’s stage name


Prolific ‘pink’ British writer


Pseudonym of Ruth Rendell US First Lady 1989 – 1993


Went from Carry On to EastEnders







 

 

 





	BARBARA HEPWORTH
	 6


	BARBARA WOODHOUSE
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