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﻿London’s burning,


London’s burning,


Fire, fire!


Fire, fire!
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﻿The City of London


In 1666, London was not only the capital of England, but one of the biggest cities in the world. It was a bustling place, heaving with people and buildings, and its population was growing rapidly. In 1665, close to 100,000 Londoners – around a fi fth of the city’s population – died from the Great Plague, a disease that haunted London. However, even with all these deaths, the number of people living in London was still enormous.
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﻿And in 1666, the city was very different from the one we know today.
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﻿Buildings were mostly made from wood, straw and a tar-like substance called pitch, which protected the wood from water damage. However, the pitch also caught fire easily …


In the poorest parts of London, the buildings were so close together that neighbours could lean out of their own home and touch the house opposite. And the smell! Horse-drawn carts and carriages were pulled along the cobbled streets, and animal mess mixed with the waste from houses. There were few street sweepers, and no sewer systems to keep the city clean.
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THE CITY OF LONDON

In 1666, London was not only the capital of

England, but one of the biggest cities in the

world. It was a bustling place, heaving with A

) people and buildings, and its population

was growing rapidly. In 1665, close to
100,000 Londoners - around a fifth of the

city's population - died from the Great N\

Plague, a disease that haunted London.

However, even with all these deaths, the \(‘
number of people living in London was

still enormous. And in 1666, the city was very different

from the one we know today.
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Buildings were mostly made from wood, straw
and a tar-like substance called pitch, which
protected the wood from water damage.

However, the pitch also caught fire easily ...

In the poorest parts of London,
the buildings were so close together that

neighbours could lean out of their own home and

touch the house opposite. And the smell! Horse-drawn

carts and carriages were pulled along the cobbled
streets, and animal mess mixed with the waste from
houses. There were few street sweepers, and no sewer

systems to keep the city clean.

London was very noisy,

very busy and very dirty.






