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Note that Sight listings include links to Google Maps. Using a WiFi connection is advised to avoid roaming charges.


Overview Map


1 Lower Manhattan


2 Soho and Tribeca


3 East Village and Lower East Side


4 The Village and the Meatpacking District


5 Chelsea and Union Square


6 Midtown, Hell’s Kitchen, and Times Square


7 Upper West Side and Upper East Side


8 Harlem and Morningside Heights


9 Downtown Brooklyn, Dumbo, and Fort Greene


10 Williamsburg, Greenpoint, and Bushwick


11 Greater New York City





DISCOVER NEW YORK CITY



New York City goes by many names: the Big Apple, Gotham, and the City That Never Sleeps. For those who have yet to see it up close, the city exists in outsized, mythic proportions, inspiring big dreams and endless wonder. It’s filled with art deco skyscrapers such as the Empire State and Chrysler Buildings, storied institutions like the New York Stock Exchange and Apollo Theater, and an endless and ever-changing array of restaurants, shops, and bars and clubs that stay open until 4am and beyond.


Noise abounds—the siren call of the city is usually an ambulance stuck in gridlock traffic. People walk and talk quickly and are prone to rapid replies that can sound curt to the untrained ear. Contrary to our reputation, though, New Yorkers aren’t rude: We just always have someplace to be.


Perhaps above all, this is a city of the arts. Famous masterpieces hang at The Met and MoMA, while new masterpieces are waiting to be discovered in neighborhood galleries. The gleaming theaters of the Great White Way now more than ever represent the diversity and cutting edge of the nation, while hundreds of black-box spaces in nondescript buildings provide a place for innovative playwrights to hone their craft.


Every time you think you have this complex city pinned down, it shows you another side. Look beyond the famed icons; there’s always something new to discover. You may find surprising pockets of natural solitude in Brooklyn’s Prospect Park, or learn that the building you’re standing before was the childhood home of Teddy Roosevelt or the final drinking spot of Dylan Thomas. The city’s myriad stories spill out onto the streets and into the creative imaginations of the individuals who make it come alive. The real way to fit in here is to go your own way.
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Statue of Liberty
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Times Square
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The High Line
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Radio City Music Hall
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New York Public Library Main Branch
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Atlas at Rockefeller Center








10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Hang Out on The High Line: Locals and visitors alike take pleasure in this industrial railway turned green space.
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2 Eat All the Food: With the best bagels, authentic world cuisine, celebrity chefs, the country’s largest open-air food market, and much, much more, New York is foodie heaven.
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3 Check Out the Brooklyn Scene: Wander the borough’s neighborhoods and discover a city unto itself, a hotbed for creative invention teeming with indie live music venues, brewpubs and bars, art spaces, shops, and restaurants galore.
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4 Wander Amid World-Class Art: Masterpieces born in ancient and modern times can be found at the Whitney Museum of American Art, the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), and The Metropolitan Museum of Art.
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5 Experience America’s Immigrant History: Ellis Island was the first stop for many newcomers to this country; the Tenement Museum tells their stories.
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6 Seek Out Skyline Views: View the cityscape from famous vantage points like the Empire State Building and Rockefeller Center, as well as lesser-known perches like Governors Island.
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7 Get Lost in Central Park: The trees, lakes, and meandering paths will make you forget the slabs of concrete that surround you.
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8 Go to the Theater: Broadway musicals receive all the attention, but amazing theater can be found off the Great White Way and in almost every neighborhood in the city.
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9 Walk the Brooklyn Bridge: Strolling from Manhattan to Brooklyn over this striking bridge is a classic city experience.
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10 Admire the Statue of Liberty: The enduring icon represents humanity’s greatest ideals.








EXPLORE NEW YORK CITY



THE BEST OF NEW YORK CITY


There will always be whole new worlds to explore in New York—even for longtime locals—but even in a short amount of time you can get a good taste of what makes it amazing. One of the city’s greatest pleasures is its walkability, and these itineraries have been designed with this in mind. You won’t be far from public transit options if you get tired; where particularly helpful, this information is included.


DAY 1: UPPER WEST SIDE AND UPPER EAST SIDE


To the uninitiated, New York can be overwhelming in its vast density. To ease into your New York experience, begin your tour of the city in these quieter residential neighborhoods while checking a few big items off your list.


Start with breakfast on the Upper West Side at a classic Jewish deli, Barney Greengrass, where you can order everything from a bagel and cream cheese to decadent platters of smoked fish.


Once fortified, walk 15 minutes southeast to the American Museum of Natural History. Explore its impressive collection of dinosaur fossils and mounted animals, and don’t miss the space show at the Hayden Planetarium. For some real-life nature, pop into Central Park, which borders the museum. Wander through the leafy respite at your leisure, and revel in the greenery framed by skyscrapers.
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American Museum of Natural History







TOP EXPERIENCE


A GUIDE TO THE CITY’S BEST BAGELS


Like New York pizza, New York bagels are hard to replicate. Most attribute this to the city’s tap water, with its low concentration of calcium and magnesium said to make for a smooth taste while the pH level helps with fermentation of yeast. What this boils down to: Eat as many bagels as you can while here.


RUSS & DAUGHTERS


The bagels at Russ & Daughters, available both at the store and café, make the best base on which to layer perfect slices of Gaspé Nova smoked salmon and other expertly cured meats (click here).
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Russ & Daughters





MURRAY’S BAGELS


Murray’s delivers solid bagels a bit on the firm side, making them perfect material for breakfast egg sandwiches or to hold heaping portions of deli meat (click here).


ESS-A-BAGEL


Ess-A-Bagel creates the bagels by which all others are measured: giant, intensely flavored, and so airy that eating one is pure joy (click here).


BARNEY GREENGRASS


Barney Greengrass is a premier uptown spot for bagels, whether holding together an epic egg sandwich or a healthy smear of cream cheese topped with sturgeon (click here).


BERGEN BAGELS


Bergen makes some of the best bagels in Brooklyn and is within walking distance of BAM and the Barclays Center to boot. An everything bagel with vegetable cream cheese is a solid way to begin your day, or get a little adventurous with flavors like feta pesto (click here).





When you’ve had your fill, exit on the Upper East Side, the opposite side of the park from which you started, at East 85th Street. Walk a block and then turn left onto Madison Avenue, where you’ll find Ristorante Morini. Chef Michael White is known for his silky pastas, and the prix fixe lunch menu here is an especially good deal. For a tasty cheap-eats alternative, head a few blocks east and order a couple of hot dogs at Papaya King.


After lunch, head back east in the direction of Central Park and enter The Metropolitan Museum of Art at its main entrance on East 82nd Street and 5th Avenue, along a stretch known as Museum Mile for its many institutions. Spend the rest of the day wandering The Met’s galleries, filled with art both ancient and modern, and make sure to visit its Cantor Roof Garden, an outdoor exhibition space that also offers great views of Central Park.
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Museum Mile





In the evening, head back to the Upper West Side’s Lincoln Center, which showcases everything from theater to ballet to opera and film. It’s a 30-minute walk southwest through the park from the museum.


DAY 2: TIMES SQUARE AND MIDTOWN


Today you’ll tackle the cultural beast that is Midtown. Begin with a classic view of the city at either the Empire State Building or Rockefeller Center’s observatory deck, Top of the Rock. The former has slightly better views, but choose the latter if you want to squeeze in a studio tour of NBC and get a glimpse of sets from shows like Saturday Night Live and The Tonight Show.




MANHATTAN ORIENTATION


Most of the island of Manhattan is organized on a neat grid, making it easier to navigate than one might think. Avenues run the length of the island north-south from, roughly, 1st Avenue on the east side to 12th Avenue on the west side, with 5th Avenue being the dividing point between east and west sides. A few avenues are named; 3rd Avenue is followed by Lexington, Park, and Madison Avenues—then comes 5th Avenue. Uptown, avenues also change names (for instance, on the Upper West Side 9th and 10th Avenues become Columbus and Amsterdam Avenues, respectively, while in Harlem 6th and 7th Avenues become Malcolm X and Adam Clayton Jr. Boulevards, respectively). Streets run mostly east to west across the island’s width, numbered north of Houston Street from 1st to 220th Streets. Anything south of 14th Street is loosely considered downtown, while anything north of 59th Street is considered uptown. Note that the grid gets twisty south of Houston Street. Even locals use Google Maps down here, but remember that getting lost is part of the fun.





Afterward, walk north from either attraction up 5th Avenue to get a taste of the famous shopping street. You can continue up the avenue for more shopping or turn left onto 54th Street for the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), whose permanent collection includes large-scale works by Pollock and Monet, among others. Also check out the museum’s sculpture garden, which features fun rotating exhibits. After your visit, stop by the MoMA Design Store across the street to find some gifts or souvenirs.


For a decadent lunch, head southwest to nearby Le Bernardin. Chef Eric Ripert’s French seafood restaurant is among the finest in the city. It’s also one of the most expensive, but during lunchtime you can order a three-course meal in the lounge for about half the price of dinner.




BEST PEOPLE-WATCHING


THE HIGH LINE


People of all nationalities flood The High Line daily for photos or just a stroll; grab a seat on a bench and watch the world pass by (click here).


CHELSEA MARKET


Grab some ravioli or vegan sushi and watch the crowds of locals and tourists flood this foodie mecca (click here).


UNION SQUARE


Take a seat on this public plaza’s stairs or on a bench and observe this crossroads of east and west sides, uptown and downtown, where all boroughs converge at a major transit hub (click here).


GREAT LAWN AT CENTRAL PARK


Softball games, picnics, and casual Frisbee tossing all occur regularly in the city’s backyard (click here).


WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK


The unofficial quad of New York University is rife with great people-watching, from competitive chess players in the southwest corner to impromptu street performances near the arch to the central fountain (click here).


CHRISTOPHER STREET PIER


Impromptu hacky sack games, amateur break-dancers, and scantily clad sunbathers can all be found on expansive Pier 45 (click here).


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS PROMENADE


This scenic elevated path is a popular place for locals to congregate, walk dogs, and let their children play together (click here).





After lunch, head south down 7th Avenue for four blocks. You’ll soon hit the heart of Times Square. It’s home to the TKTS booth, where you can score same-day tickets to a range of Broadway performances. It opens at 2pm Tuesday and 3pm Monday and Wednesday-Sunday, so get in line early if you have your eye on something specific. If you’re interested in seeing something more off the beaten path, Playwrights Horizons and Signature Theatre Company are also located in the Theater District and present top-notch productions of cutting-edge plays.


To kill time before your show and grab a break from the crush of crowds, you might take a 30-minute walk west to the quieter northern end of The High Line, accessible at 34th Street and 12th Avenue. A wide walkway is here, and there are excellent views over the Hudson River.


For a leisurely dinner before your show, try to get a seat somewhere no later than 6pm. Celebrity chef Daniel Boulud’s db Bistro Moderne is right near Times Square, and a special pretheater prix fixe is available for a fair price.


DAY 3: LOWER MANHATTAN AND DUMBO


Begin your day with a trip to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island via the Statue Cruises ferry that leaves from The Battery. Your ferry ticket includes general admission to both sights; you’ll get up close to the iconic monument as well as visit the first U.S. landing spot for more than 12 million immigrants.


Once back in Manhattan, head to The Dead Rabbit, a short walk east of the ferry dock, for a stiff one and some delectable food to boot. Come night, this is one of the busiest bars in the city, so afternoons are best for soaking in its Gangs of New York vibe.


After you’ve refreshed yourself, walk northwest for about 15 minutes. Take some time to pause at the National September 11 Memorial’s cascading waterfalls, in the footprints of the Twin Towers. Continue northeast to City Hall, where you can admire the neoclassical building. On the east side of City Hall Park is Centre Street and the entrance to the Brooklyn Bridge, the starting point for a classic New York walk (click here). The pedestrian walkway over the East River affords a unique angle on the city’s skyline and the bridge’s elegant construction. It takes about 30 minutes to cross, although you’ll likely spend more time snapping photos and taking in the views.
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National September 11 Memorial





Once on the Brooklyn side, head to Juliana’s when you get hungry again for the city’s best pizza, hop to some of Dumbo’s galleries, and hang on the waterfront at Brooklyn Bridge Park or the Brooklyn Heights Promenade.


Public Transit: When you’re ready to head back to Manhattan, you can take the A/C subway from High Street or the F subway from the York Street station.


WITH MORE TIME


DAY 4: LOWER EAST SIDE AND WILLIAMSBURG


Few places tell the city’s history better than the Tenement Museum. A morning tour here—check the website in advance, as the museum offers numerous types of tours at varying times, all guided—provides fascinating insight into how many New Yorkers lived around the turn of the century. Afterward, walk a few blocks north and choose between two epic Jewish American eateries, both off Houston Street: Katz’s Deli for gut-busting pastrami sandwiches and fresh bowls of pickles or Russ & Daughter’s Cafe for latkes and silky smoked salmon and herring.
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Katz’s Deli





Next, get ready to explore the epicenter of New York’s hipster culture. Just over the river from the Lower East Side, or LES, is Brooklyn’s Williamsburg, sensibility-wise an extension of Manhattan’s downtown artistic ethos.


Public Transit: Take the J or M train at the Essex Street subway station one stop to Marcy Avenue. Walk west on Broadway to Bedford Avenue.


You could also just walk across the Williamsburg Bridge—it takes about 30 minutes from the Lower East Side at Clinton and Delancey Streets.
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Williamsburg Bridge





On the Brooklyn side, you’ll exit the bridge right onto Bedford Avenue, Williamsburg’s main thoroughfare. Enjoy the rest of the day exploring the neighborhood’s numerous shops and businesses. You’ll want to hit Brooklyn Brewery, a pioneer of the borough’s craft beer scene. Book a tour in advance or just hang out in the tasting room to try some of its rare brews.


Stick around after dark as well, as Williamsburg offers some of the city’s best bars and restaurants. End the night with a concert at Baby’s All Right or a late movie at Nitehawk Cinema.


Public Transit: Take the J or the M subway from Marcy Avenue to return to the LES. The L subway—when it’s back up and running again—can take you to Union Square and Chelsea from Bedford Avenue.


DAY 5: THE MEATPACKING DISTRICT AND CHELSEA


Start your day with a hearty meal of southern comfort food at Bubby’s. Next head one block west to the Whitney Museum of American Art. In addition to wandering its massive collection of 20th- and 21st-century art, make sure to check out its terraces, which hold sculptural and sound installations and offer great views over the Hudson River.


The Whitney conveniently sits at the southern base of The High Line. Pop up and enjoy the curated green space with its art installations, artfully landscaped plants, and elevated views. Continue on, or, after a bit more than 0.5 mile (0.8 km), exit at 23rd Street, where Chelsea’s famous galleries—including the Gagosian and Pace Gallery—are concentrated. Spend some time wandering the area. When you get hungry again, wander back south to Chelsea Market, where you can choose from a number of vendors for a delicious, casual meal.
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Chelsea Market





DAY 6: LOWER MANHATTAN AND GOVERNORS ISLAND


If you’re here between May and October, today it’s time to leave the city—well, not quite. Governors Island is 800 yards from Lower Manhattan and readily accessible by ferry. The terminal is in the heart of the Financial District, so it’s possible to hit up a site or two before boarding. The Federal Reserve Bank of New York offers free tours (it books quickly—make reservations 30 days in advance) that end in a vault filled with gold. Several blocks southwest is the splendor of Trinity Church, where Alexander Hamilton is among the many buried in the adjacent cemetery. And just southeast is the New York Stock Exchange; the public can’t enter the building, but outside you can admire the Fearless Girl statue—she moved here in 2018 after famously staring down Charging Bull.


When you’re ready, walk 10 minutes south to the waterfront and hop on a ferry from the Battery Maritime Building. Once on Governors Island, you’ll have great views of the city skyline and acres of open land to wander on foot or by bike. Food trucks are plentiful, so grab something to eat while you’re here. Lounge in a hammock. Walk the perimeter promenade or rent a bike. When you’ve had your fill, head back to Manhattan for a cocktail-driven dinner at BlackTail, northwest of the ferry dock.


If you’re here outside the Governors Island season, consider spending a day in either Greenwich Village (click here) or Harlem (click here) instead. While both are light on major sights, they’re ideal neighborhoods for atmospheric wandering.


DAY 7: GRAMERCY, UNION SQUARE, AND THE EAST VILLAGE


Spend your final day traveling back in time to Old New York and doing some leisurely meandering. Begin the day at the Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace National Historic Site for a glimpse of what childhood was like for the 26th president of the United States. Just east down the block is the private Gramercy Park. Only residents can enter, but walking around the perimeter feels like stepping through a time portal, with its leafy streets and elegant 19th-century buildings. A couple of blocks south is one of the oldest bars in the city, Pete’s Tavern. Soak up the atmosphere over lunch and a pint.


Next head a couple of blocks west to Union Square. If it’s a Monday, Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday, you’ll get to check out the Greenmarket, a flood of fresh produce, meats, cheeses, and more from small farms in the tristate area. Some places give out samples and others sell irresistible small bites and drinks. The $1 cups of hot or cold cider (depending on the season) are a must. Even if you’re not here during the market, the many seating options make this crossroads a great people-watching spot where you can simply sit back and take in the energy of the city.


While you’re here, be sure to visit The Strand, just a couple of blocks south of Union Square, and get lost among the book-filled aisles. You can spend the rest of your day simply ambling the neighborhood, one of the great joys of the city. Head four blocks south and turn east on the 8th Street stretch known as St. Mark’s Place, a nice entry point into the East Village (click here), which offers numerous delicious options for dinner and drinks.



NEW YORK CITY WITH KIDS



New York can be overwhelming with kids. Waiting in endless lines tires everyone out, so break up attractions with time in the park. These two days combine a bit of both, with an emphasis on having a fun, active time.


DAY 1: UPPER WEST SIDE AND UPPER EAST SIDE


Plan your first day around Central Park. Pack a picnic or pick up a bounty of food at Barney Greengrass on the Upper West Side. From there, it’s just a couple of blocks east to the park. In addition to expansive fields to play in under the city skyline, Central Park contains a wealth of attractions. Belvedere Castle near the 81st Street entrance inspires fantastical adventures in kids of all ages. You can also wander south from here to The Loeb Boathouse, near 72nd Street, where you can rent a rowboat for four or take a gondola tour April-November.
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The Loeb Boathouse





Now it’s time for a bit of culture. The American Museum of Natural History, bordering the park on its west side, is a famously kid-friendly museum. Without even paying admission, you can access its backyard, which becomes an impromptu water park in the summer. Inside, the special exhibitions often have an interactive component. Both kids and adults will enjoy the awesome Hayden Planetarium shows. If you have slightly older children, The Metropolitan Museum of Art on the park’s east side is chock-full of wonders as well. The most popular for kids is the Temple of Dendur, an ancient Egyptian temple airlifted out of the Middle East and pristinely preserved. It’s the closest thing to visiting the pyramids that you can get in the Western world.




ACTIVE IN NEW YORK


HUDSON RIVER GREENWAY


Bike, run, or walk this 11-mile (17.7-km) path along Manhattan’s west side. It offers excellent waterfront views and perches for resting (click here).


CHELSEA PIERS


Don’t be surprised if you feel like an American Gladiator at this active wonderland. Rock climbing, golfing, and ice-skating are just some of the fun options (click here).


ROW A BOAT IN CENTRAL PARK


Rent a rowboat from The Loeb Boathouse and get a cardio workout at The Lake in Central Park (click here).


BIKE THROUGH CENTRAL PARK


You can cover even more of this masterpiece of a park by renting a bike or hopping on a bike tour (click here).
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biking in Central Park





HIKE INWOOD HILL PARK


In upper Manhattan you’ll find trails that traverse hilly terrain and the island’s only forest (click here).





End the day back near where you started with an early, hearty dinner at Jacob’s Pickles, an upscale comfort food spot that caters to hipsters and high chairs alike in the early evening. Potent adult beverages abound as well as kid-friendly dishes like meat loaf and patty melts.


If you have time and energy to spare, head down to Times Square for the New Victory Theater, which stages smartly conceived children’s theater with age-appropriate offerings (rated 6-plus, 10-plus, and so on) distilled to a kid-friendly hour.


Public Transit: From the restaurant, take the 1 train from 86th Street to the Times Square-42nd Street subway station.


DAY 2: LOWER MANHATTAN AND GOVERNORS ISLAND


Let Governors Island be your first stop today if you’re here in season (May-Oct.). Catch a ferry from the dock in Lower Manhattan just outside The Battery. Plenty of food carts can be found on the island, but feel free to bring your own picnic. On the island you’ll find a huge kids-only (6 and up) playground, play:groundNYC, where getting dirty is encouraged. An expansive maze as well as a zip line, mini golf, and rock climbing are some of the island’s other recreational options. Or you can just relax and take in some views—the Statue of Liberty is visible from many vantage points on the island.


If you’re here outside the Governors Island season or seeking a more classic outing, spend your day instead getting up close to the Statue of Liberty, followed by an educational stop at Ellis Island, included in the same ticket. For a more intimate experience on the water, check out the sailboat tours from Manhattan by Sail.


Back at the ferry dock from either expedition, check out the Castle Clinton National Monument, a fort that protected the city from British invasion, in The Battery. From here walk north for about 10 minutes and pause at the National September 11 Memorial. Its waterfalls are breathtaking and provide a poignant experience that children can appreciate as well. Skip the museum—which is a bit heavy for kids—and continue north a block for One World Observatory, which offers panoramic views from on high and some high-tech experiences that might be particularly engaging for kids; for instance, you can rent an iPad for a more interactive experience in learning about the city’s skyline.
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One World Observatory





Finally, head about two blocks west for dinner at Parm, an update on the red-sauce Italian American restaurant. Its kids’ menu features classics like butter pasta and chicken tenders. For adults, the chicken parm is a must. Afterward, take the family for a stroll along the nearby waterfront and gaze at the glimmering skyline reflecting in the river.





PLANNING YOUR TRIP



WHEN TO GO


High season in New York includes the summer (June-Aug.) and the end-of-year holiday season (Nov.-Dec.). Summer is hot and uncomfortably humid. Temperatures around 85°F (29°C) are common but sometimes creep up into the mid-to-high 90°F range (35-37°C), with matching humidity percentages. On the upside, it can be easier to get coveted restaurant reservations in the summer because many New Yorkers with the means flee the heat to the Hamptons and Hudson Valley, and free cultural events abound, with free concerts and movie screenings all over town, as well as Shakespeare in the Park performances. Crowds and hotel prices surge during the winter holiday season in December as people pack into town for some of the city’s bucket list events, including the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, the Christmas tree lighting in Rockefeller Center, and New Year’s Eve in Times Square.
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Central Park in autumn





To really experience the beauty of the city, though, come for a visit in September, October, or early November, typically the most pleasant months of the year weather-wise, when temperatures top out around 70°F (21°C), with lows around 50°F (10°C), allowing for long exploratory walks around the city. The end of summer and beginning of fall also signal the start of the year’s cultural calendar, including the onset of theater season as award-winning companies return from summer hiatus and the commencement of major arts festivals such as the New York Film Festival and New Yorker Festival.


Hearty travelers looking for hotel discounts will find them outside the holidays during the winter low season (Jan.-Mar.). It may snow and temperatures might be freezing, but the cultural life of the city is in full swing and the crowds more manageable. Average highs and lows are 40°F (4°C) and 27°F (-2°C), respectively.


Spring (Apr.-May.) is variable, ranging from rainy and cold to pleasantly temperate, in the 60°F or 70°F spectrum (15-25°C), so come during this time if you’re the gambling sort.


TRANSPORTATION


Travelers arriving by air to New York City typically fly into John F. Kennedy International Airport or LaGuardia Airport, both in Queens, or Newark Liberty International Airport in nearby New Jersey.


Driving isn’t recommended in New York City. Besides the hassle of navigating the traffic and confusing one-way streets, parking is difficult to come by and expensive. And one of the great pleasures of New York City is that it’s highly walkable and has an excellent transit system. Subways run frequently and are often the fastest way to get around during the day. Buses can take a long time but can be convenient for traveling between the east and west sides in Manhattan. Subways and buses run 24 hours a day. You can buy a MetroCard for $1 and add on any amount you like, which can be used on both subways and buses—it costs $2.75 for a single ride on either. Or you can buy a 7-Day Unlimited Pass ($32), good for both subway and local bus travel throughout the five boroughs.
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passengers traveling on the subway







L TRAIN REPAIRS


Repairs to the L subway line—a primary transit artery between Manhattan and Brooklyn neighborhoods including Williamsburg and Bushwick—are underway, though the full scope of service disruptions and contingency measures is in flux. Years-long plans to address damage caused by 2012’s Hurricane Sandy with a full shutdown were met with dread by New Yorkers and much discussed in the media, prompting an alternate proposal from Governor Andrew Cuomo to limit closure to nights and weekends (specifics are still uncertain at press time). Download the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) Weekender App (www.mta.info) to your smartphone for real-time updates on scheduled work and delays. The MTA plans to run additional M, G, and 7 trains during repairs; the M is probably your best alternate subway bet as it runs through Manhattan and into Williamsburg and Bushwick south of the L train. Williamsburg is also accessible from Manhattan via NYC Ferry (www.ferry.nyc).







DAILY REMINDERS


• Monday: Most theaters are dark on Monday nights.


• Tuesday: The National September 11 Memorial Museum offers free admission (5pm-8pm). The Whitney Museum of American Art is closed except in July and August.


• Wednesday: Broadway shows and some Off-Broadway productions have matinee shows. The Frick Collection offers pay-what-you-wish entry (2pm-6pm).


• Thursday: Galleries in Chelsea have show openings with free wine. Admission is pay-what-you wish at the New Museum (7pm-9pm) and free at the Brooklyn Museum (5pm-10pm).


• Friday: Many museums and other institutions host free admission or pay-what-you-wish hours today, including the Whitney Museum of American Art (7pm-9:30pm), Rubin Museum of Art (6pm-10pm), The Morgan Library & Museum (7pm-9pm), Museum of Modern Art (4pm-8pm), New-York Historical Society (6pm-8pm), and Brooklyn Botanic Garden (before noon). On the first Friday of the month, the Neue Galerie (6pm-9pm) and The Frick Collection (6pm-9pm, except Sept. and Jan.) offer free admission.


• Saturday: Admission is free to The Jewish Museum all day, and the Guggenheim Museum is pay-what-you-wish (5pm-7:45pm). The Brooklyn Museum is free on the first Saturday of every month (5pm-11pm) except in September. The Grand Army Plaza Greenmarket (8am-4pm) in Prospect Park takes place weekly. In season, Smorgasburg (Apr.-Oct.) takes place on Saturdays at Williamsburg’s East River State Park.


• Sunday: Smorgasburg takes place in Prospect Park on Sundays April-October.





A great way to get around and simultaneously sightsee is the NYC Ferry, a newly minted fleet of boats that shuttles riders between popular areas. It also costs $2.75.


RESERVATIONS


It’s always a good idea to book your accommodations in advance but it’s particularly essential for the holiday month of December, for which you should book ahead at least three months. At other times of year, a month ahead should suffice, and last-minute deals can also be found on the HotelTonight app (www.hoteltonight.com).


Tickets for popular Broadway shows like Hamilton and Dear Evan Hansen should be booked far in advance, as soon as a new block of tickets is released (announced on websites including www.playbill.com and www.theatermania.com), but for other shows a couple weeks prior is typically sufficient. But remember that the TKTS booths—selling same-day Broadway tickets at discounted prices—reward spontaneity.
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Hamilton on Broadway





Restaurants typically take reservations up to a month in advance, and the most popular fill up within minutes of releasing a new block of dates through their website or OpenTable (www.opentable.com), so stay vigilant if you have your eye on a specific place. Try logging on a few minutes before the release time and then refreshing the browser to increase your chances of nabbing a coveted table. Popular restaurants that don’t take reservations often allow you to put your name on a list along with your cell number, so you can hit up a bar or otherwise explore a neighborhood while waiting.


Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island tickets should be purchased in advance to avoid ticket lines. About a month in advance typically suffices—unless you want to go up to Lady Liberty’s crown, then at least six months in advance is advisable. Buying tickets to big museums like The Met, MoMA, and the Whitney in advance isn’t necessary, but you can avoid long ticket lines if you do. This is also true of sights like the Empire State Building and the National September 11 Museum.


PASSES AND DISCOUNTS


If you plan on hitting some of the main sights, a CityPASS (www.citypass.com; $126 adults, $104 children) could save you money. It includes admission to six attractions, such as the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island and The Metropolitan Museum of Art, over a period of nine days. For those wanting to pack more in, the New York Pass (www.newyorkpass.com; $127-425 adults, $94-285 children) offers almost a hundred attractions and tours to be gorged on in spans ranging from 1 to 10 days, and frequent online sales can knock as much as $100 off the pass’s price.




WHAT’S NEW?


• Bike Friendliness: With 25 miles (40 km) of new protected bike lanes added in 2017 alone, according to the Department of Transportation, along with Citi Bike bicycle shares, which have been operating since 2013, New York is increasingly becoming a cyclist-friendly city.


• Brewery Explosion: There was a time when Brooklyn Brewery had little competition. Now amazing breweries abound across the boroughs, offering plenty of places for beer lovers to get their fix straight from the source.


• Brooklyn Heights Promenade Closure: Enjoy this scenic stretch while you can. The city won’t determine a course of action until 2020 at the earliest, but repairs for the highway upon which the beloved promenade sits are in the works and could necessitate its closure for up to six years.


• Going Green: In recent years, the city’s industrial and abandoned waterfronts have been turned into stunning green spaces—such as Hudson River Park and Brooklyn Bridge Park—with expansive lawns on which to stretch out and biking/walking paths for exercise with a view.


• New Ferry Service: Launched in 2017, the NYC Ferry offers low-cost routes and full bar service to popular neighborhoods like Williamsburg and Dumbo from Manhattan, making for more pleasant commutes or a fun excuse for an excursion.





Many New York attractions offer discounts for seniors (65 and older) and students, and many museums offer free or pay-what-you-wish hours.



GUIDED TOURS



Shorewalkers (http://shorewalkers.org) and Freewalkers (http://freewalkers.org) each organize epic free walks around the city and surrounding areas. Free Tours By Foot (http://freetoursbyfoot.com/new-york-tours) also offers an extensive array of pay-what-you-wish walking tours.


New York Adventure Club (www.nyadventureclub.com) offers unique, small-group tours, such as one to Shakespearean actor Edwin Booth’s private social club, The Players, in Gramercy Park.


CALENDAR OF EVENTS


JANUARY


Party with a million other people and watch the ball drop during New Year’s Eve in Times Square.


FEBRUARY


Manhattan’s Chinatown is awash in color during the Lunar New Year Parade, featuring fireworks, dancers, and floats. Similar celebrations take place in the city’s Chinese communities in Flushing, Queens, and Sunset Park, Brooklyn.


MARCH


New York’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade down 5th Avenue draws about two million people and is purportedly the oldest and largest of its kind in the world. Also this month is The Armory Show, a major international showcase that brings together prestigious galleries from around the world.




[image: image]


St. Patrick’s Day Parade





JUNE


June is Pride Month, and the NYC Pride March is the celebratory culmination. Also this month is the city’s largest parade, the Puerto Rican Day Parade, which brings close to three million spectators.
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NYC Pride March





Free outdoor arts and entertainment abound during summer in the city, with many festivals kicking off in June, including SummerStage and Shakespeare in the Park in Central Park, the BRIC Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival in Prospect Park, and Bryant Park Movie Nights.


JULY


Celebrate the country’s birthday on the waterfront and enjoy the Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks, the largest fireworks show in the country. Alternatively, head out to Coney Island for Nathan’s Famous International Hot Dog Eating Contest to watch the world’s top competitive eaters vie for the Nathan’s Mustard Belt.


AUGUST


The summer ends with the U.S. Open in Queens, one of tennis’s biggest events, which starts in late August and continues into September.


SEPTEMBER


Fall kicks into gear with the prestigious New York Film Festival in late September, which runs into October and features premieres of anticipated films from around the globe.


OCTOBER


A couple of big festivals this month include the New Yorker Festival, organized by the namesake magazine and featuring talks, tours, and other events with heavy hitters of the arts and culture worlds. For food and drink, there’s the New York City Wine & Food Festival, with extravagant dinners and parties. Also this month is the Village Halloween Parade, featuring tens of thousands of participants dressed in their finest costumes.


NOVEMBER


Runners hit the road every year on the first Sunday in November for the New York City Marathon. It crosses through all five boroughs, making it a highlight for athletes and spectators alike.


The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, with its giant balloons, and the lighting of the massive Christmas tree in Rockefeller Center kick off the end-of-year holiday season and draw big crowds.
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Rockefeller Center Christmas tree as seen from 5th Avenue before the tree lighting





DECEMBER


While the Rockefeller Center tree-lighting ceremony happens in November, the tree remains lit all through December and into the new year. Ice-skating at The Rink at Rockefeller Center, as well as at the Winter Village in Bryant Park and Wollman Rink in Central Park, are in their prime season. The Rockettes perform their Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall. Macy’s and other major department stores around the city deck out their window displays with elaborate decorations that not only show off their offerings but create theatrical tableaus that draw big crowds for their creativity and meticulous attention to detail.





NEIGHBORHOODS



Lower Manhattan


Soho and Tribeca


East Village and Lower East Side


The Village and the Meatpacking District


Chelsea and Union Square


Midtown, Hell’s Kitchen, and Times Square


Upper West Side and Upper East Side


Harlem and Morningside Heights


Downtown Brooklyn, Dumbo, and Fort Greene


Williamsburg, Greenpoint, and Bushwick
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	Lower Manhattan









MOON MAP


Home to government institutions and gleaming office towers, Lower Manhattan is characterized by its workaday black-clad business bustle. It may feel the least distinctly New York of any neighborhood, but it’s also the city’s heart in many ways, and littered with historical landmarks. It’s home to the Financial District, where you can walk Wall Street and access some of New York’s most famous sights—including the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island—and visit the site of the September 11 attacks that forever imprinted the city and country.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Ellis Island (click here)


▪  Statue of Liberty (click here)


▪  Governors Island (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  The Dead Rabbit (click here)


TOP RECREATION


▪  Staten Island Ferry (click here)


▪  Hudson River Greenway (click here)


TOP HOTELS


▪  Conrad Hotel (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: 1/2/3, 4/5/6, A/C/E, J/Z, R/W


▪  Metro stations: Chambers Street, Fulton Street, Rector Street, Wall Street, Bowling Green, City Hall, Brooklyn Bridge, Park Place, Broad Street, World Trade Center, Whitehall Street, South Ferry


▪  Major bus routes: M1, M6, M9, M15, M20, M22
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	Soho and Tribeca









MOON MAP


Dominated by 19th- and 20th-century cast-iron buildings that serve as reminders of the neighborhoods’ industrial past, the syllabically abbreviated Soho (South of Houston Street) and Tribeca (Triangle Below Canal) are now beacons for high fashion, the arts, design, and inventive upscale restaurants. Haute couture boutiques and galleries line the streets, and the spaces above them are now the extravagant lofts of celebrities such as Justin Timberlake, Jake Gyllenhaal, and Jennifer Lawrence. Meanwhile, on the edges of Soho and Tribeca, you’ll find New York’s historic Little Italy and Chinatown.



TOP RESTAURANTS



▪  Sarabeth’s (click here)


▪  Jungsik (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  City Winery (click here)


TOP ARTS AND CULTURE


▪  Mmuseumm (click here)


▪  Soho Rep (click here)


▪  Film Forum (click here)


TOP SHOPS


▪  Jacques Torres Chocolate (click here)


▪  Ingo Maurer (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: 1/2, 6, A/C/E, J/Z, N/Q/R/W


▪  Metro stations: Canal Street, Spring Street, Franklin Street, Prince Street, Houston Street


▪  Major bus routes: M20, M21, M55
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	East Village and Lower East Side









MOON MAP


The East Village’s free-spirited past—this is where Basquiat hung out, the setting for Broadway musical Rent’s bohemians, and the former home to legendary punk club CBGB—reverberates in the neighborhood’s vibrant creativity. Next door in the Lower East Side (LES), low-rise tenement buildings dot the skyline, housing a rich immigrant history. In both neighborhoods you’ll also find influential arts and live music venues and some of the city’s most exciting bars and restaurants (think revolutionary ramen and crème brûlée doughnuts).



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Tenement Museum (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Katz’s Deli (click here)


▪  Ippudo (click here)


▪  Dirt Candy (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  Bowery Ballroom (click here)


▪  Big Bar (click here)


TOP SHOPS


▪  John Varvatos (click here)


▪  The Strand (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: 4/5/6, B/D/F/M, L, J/Z, N/Q/R/W


▪  Metro stations: Astor Place, 1st Avenue, 2nd Avenue, 3rd Avenue, 8th Street, Delancey Street, Bowery, East Broadway, Essex Street, Grand Street, Union Square


▪  Major bus routes: M1, M8, M9, M14A, M14D, M15, M21, M22



EAST VILLAGE AND LOWER EAST SIDE WALK



TOTAL DISTANCE: 3 miles (5 km)


WALKING TIME: 1 hour
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Times have changed in these formerly gritty neighborhoods, but you can still catch glimpses of their punk rock, bohemian, and immigrant pasts. Head out for this walk in the late afternoon or early evening so you can stroll as night falls, a great time to explore the area with its many bars and eateries lining the streets and lighting the way.


1 Begin at The Strand, a mecca for book lovers and easily accessible from public transport stops at Union Square. Take your time perusing its storied, soaring shelves—you could spend a lifetime doing so, but when you’re ready, head out the store’s west exit onto Broadway.


2 Turn left to head south on Broadway. After four blocks, turn left onto East 8th Street and walk down the block to arrive at Astor Place. The centerpiece of this public space is Tony Rosenthal’s steel sculpture Alamo. It’s also known as The Cube and, yes, you can spin it. During the warmer months, you’ll find café-style seating here if you’d like to stop for some people-watching.
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Astor Place subway station, completed in 1904





3 From here, continue heading east down East 8th Street, which, after crossing 3rd Avenue, becomes St. Mark’s Place, a famed East Village thoroughfare. Few streets in the city have changed more than St. Mark’s Place over the past few decades. It used to be filled with used-record stores and vintage clothing shops and the bohemians and artists who frequented them; now you’ll find a slew of fast-casual restaurants and the population skews more toward college students, young professionals, and tourists. The St. Mark’s Place Hotel on the corner of 3rd Avenue used to rent by the hour. Cross 2nd Avenue; half a block down, look for number 57, now the Unitas mental health institute. It was formerly Club 57 (not to be confused with shuttered Midtown disco Studio 54), born out of a church basement and a hub for artistic experimentation of all stripes from the late 1970s to early 1980s when artists including Keith Haring, Madonna, and Jean-Michel Basquiat hung out here while developing their voices. Continue on. The block between 1st Avenue and Avenue A remains the least corporate of the three-block stretch of street. Near the end of it you’ll see Crif Dogs, tucked away a few steps below street level but easy to spot due to a large hot dog that hangs above the entrance emblazoned with the words “eat me.” Go inside; the phone booth here is actually the entrance to celebrated cocktail bar PDT. Wait times are notoriously long, so pop in to put your name on the list for later before continuing your walk. Advance reservations can also be made.


4 Continue east on St. Marks Place to the end of the block at Avenue A, where you’ll cross into the Alphabet City section of the East Village (so named for its alphabetical single-letter avenue names) and Tompkins Square Park. Walk through the small, pleasant green space, once infamous as a meeting place for drug dealers and users. But that gritty Alphabet City, where Jonathan Larson set his musical Rent, is—like most other hardscrabble vestiges of the city’s past—long gentrified. Now you’ll see people strolling their children and walking their dogs.


5 Exit the park at East 9th Street and Avenue B, and continue straight to head east one block to Avenue C, which used to be a no-man’s-land rife with crime, but now houses condos, fine eateries, and some of the city’s best cocktail bars. To sample the latter, pop half a block south into The Summit Bar for its terrific happy hour (5pm-8pm daily).
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The Summit Bar





6 Turn right after exiting the bar to continue heading south down Avenue C about seven blocks until you hit East Houston Street, where you’ll turn right and walk west. At the intersection with Ludlow Street is Katz’s Deli on the corner. Around since 1888, the thing to get here continues to be the massive pastrami sandwich. Unless you’re starving, it’s a meal for two.
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Katz’s Deli





7 After stuffing yourself happy, turn right out of the exit to head south on Ludlow Street and into the Lower East Side. This is one of the neighborhood’s main thoroughfares, with restaurants, bars, and clubs lining the storefronts of renovated tenements. After five blocks, turn left onto Grand Street. Walk two blocks, and to your right you’ll find the original Doughnut Plant, a perfect place for dessert if you have stomach space to spare. For the widest selection, it’s better to come earlier in the day, but as there isn’t a bad doughnut here, evening is a fine time to snag one.


8 Backtrack from the direction you came, crossing Ludlow Street, and turn right on Orchard Street, another of the neighborhood’s main streets. Continue four blocks north past many other trendy eateries, bars, and shops. Make a left onto Stanton Street and then a right onto Allen Street. You’ll see Rockwood Music Hall to your right. The LES is a great spot for live music, and this venue has three stages to choose from, at least one typically without a cover—so it’s a great spot to noncommittally check out an up-and-coming band.


9 If you’d prefer to pay your respects to the neighborhood’s legendary punk club, continue to the end of the block, cross East Houston Street, and turn left onto East 1st Street. Turn right onto Bowery after two blocks. Housed at the former site of CBGB, the John Varvatos store (open until 8pm Mon.-Sat. and 6pm Sun.) is the closest we have to a museum for the club that hosted up-and-comers bound for glory, including the Talking Heads and Patti Smith. While the iconic awning has been replaced with the designer’s minimalist signage, he’s preserved the walls, instruments, and other mementos from the club’s heyday.
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	The Village and the Meatpacking District









MOON MAP


Greenwich Village is perhaps Manhattan’s most romanticized neighborhood, a cornerstone of 1960s bohemianism and the site of the Stonewall riots. Still host to legendary nightlife venues, it also has some of city’s best restaurants. It serene western end, the West Village, is home to well-kept brownstones and quiet tree-lined streets. Next door the Meatpacking District, former home to slaughterhouses and biker bars, now trades in lavish fashion stores and nightclubs.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  The High Line (click here)


▪  Whitney Museum of American Art (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Minetta Tavern (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  Village Vanguard (click here)


▪  Le Bain (click here)


TOP RECREATION


▪  Washington Square Park (click here)


TOP SHOPS


▪  Madewell (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: 1/2/3, A/C/E, B/D/F/M, L


▪  Metro stations: West 4th Street, Christopher Street, 14th Street, Houston Street


▪  Major bus routes: M8, M11, M20



GREENWICH VILLAGE WALK



TOTAL DISTANCE: 2 miles (3.2 km)


WALKING TIME: 45 minutes
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Greenwich Village is one of the loveliest areas in the city for a stroll, with numerous spots still resonant of its artsy, countercultural past. Quaint, leafy streets dominate the neighborhood, with 6th Avenue and 7th Avenue South being the two busiest thoroughfares. While most of the city is built on a grid, these lines bend in the Village, creating cozy enclaves easy to get lost in. Late afternoon, perhaps around 4pm, is a good time to take this walk, which will ideally coincide with sunset and an earlier dinner.


1 Begin in the tranquil Jefferson Market Garden (10am-5pm Tues.-Sun. Apr.-Oct.), named for the country’s third president. When it opened in 1833, it was a lively trading site for fishmongers. Today it features a koi pond and benches popular with locals seeking quiet contemplation. The adjoining building is a former Victorian courthouse where Mae West was convicted on obscenity charges for her Broadway play Sex. The stunning original architecture has been preserved and the building now serves as an active branch of the New York Public Library.


2 Exit the park on Greenwich Avenue, then make a right onto West 10th Street. Cross 6th Avenue, and continue east on 10th Street. Toward the end of the block, look for #14. This 1850s Greek Revival brownstone was purchased by Mark Twain at the turn of the 20th century and is rumored to have been his favorite residence, despite his living here for only a year. At the end of the block, turn right onto 5th Avenue and walk several blocks to Washington Square Park. You’ll be greeted by the famous arch designed by Stanford White in the late 19th century. On a morbid note, White was murdered by his mistress’s husband, who was subsequently tried at the Jefferson Market Courthouse. Walk through the arch to the fountain, where impromptu performances by street musicians often occur, making this a lively spot for people-watching.
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Washington Square Park





3 Head to the southwest corner of the park to exit at West 4th Street. Continue a few blocks to its intersection with Jones Street. Picture a young Bob Dylan walking arm in arm with then-girlfriend Suze Rotolo—the cover photograph for The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan. It’s still a fairly quiet street, making it easy to create your own replica. Continue down 4th Street for a couple more blocks and you’ll reach Christopher Park and an important marker of 1960s history. Part of the Stonewall National Monument, the park’s white statues commemorate the people who fought for LGBTQ rights. The monument also encompasses the namesake bar across the street where infamous police raids took place; Stonewall Inn’s two-for-one Big Gay Happy Hour (2pm-7:30pm Mon.-Fri.) makes it a nice stop if you’re ready for a refreshment.


4 Exit onto Grove Street and head west, turning left to head south down 7th Avenue for several blocks. Make a right onto Commerce Street. About 1.5 blocks in, the street dead-ends at the Cherry Lane Theatre. Aside from its location on one of the more scenic streets in the Village, the theater has hosted premieres of works by Edward Albee and Samuel Beckett and continues to produce cutting-edge work by emerging and established playwrights alike. Head inside to see if its current offering catches your fancy; if the tickets are pricey, check the Theater Development Fund’s half-price ticket booth website (www.tdf.org/nyc) for real-time offerings.


5 For more theater history, head west on Commerce and follow it to Barrow Street; then make a right on Hudson Street. Turn right on Christopher Street, walk a block, and look down. The Playwrights Walk of Fame, located in front of the Lucille Lortel Theatre and modeled after the Hollywood Walk of Fame, is one of the best monuments to the art form in the city. Among the playwrights alive and dead honored with a star are David Mamet, Sam Shepard, Tennessee Williams, Bertolt Brecht, and Arthur Miller.


6 Next head the opposite way, walking west on Christopher Street for a few blocks. Cross West Street and head north for Christopher Street Pier (Pier 45), one of the longest piers in the city. It offers striking views of the Hudson River along with One World Trade Center. If you’ve timed your visit for sunset, you can watch the light bounce off the gleaming Daniel Libeskind-designed tower.
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Christopher Street Pier (Pier 45)





7 Amble north along the water to West 11th Street, then head back east, crossing West Street again and walking three blocks to White Horse Tavern. This bar opened as a longshore workers’ hangout in 1880. In the 1950s, it was frequented by Jack Kerouac and Dylan Thomas, who had his last drink—actually, it’s said to have been 18 shots—before dying in his room at the Chelsea Hotel. The dizzying list of literary luminaries who’ve imbibed here goes on: Norman Mailer, Frank O’Hara, Anaïs Nin, Allen Ginsberg, Hunter S. Thompson. Have a drink in their honor.


8 Conclude your walk right across the street with dinner at Frankies 570 Spuntino. The Tuscan-style eatery uses locally sourced ingredients in shareable light bites like roasted beets with avocado and pastas like a tagliatelle with short ribs.
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	Chelsea and Union Square









MOON MAP


Chelsea is humming with activity. Home to the largest concentration of art galleries in the city and artisanal food hall Chelsea Market, the neighborhood is also known for its LGBTQ nightlife. To the east, Union Square is a major hub, encompassing park grounds, the city’s largest farmers market, and a convergence of convenient subway lines. Nearby neighborhoods include Gramercy, defined by its tranquil private park, and nascent NoMad (North of Madison Square Park), also defined by its park.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Chelsea Market (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Eleven Madison Park (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  Barracuda (click here)


▪  Flatiron Lounge (click here)


TOP ARTS AND CULTURE


▪  Gagosian (click here)


▪  Petzel Gallery (click here)


▪  Rubin Museum of Art (click here)


TOP HOTELS


▪  Carlton Arms Hotel (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: 1/2/3, 4/5/6, A/C/E, F, L, N/Q/R/W


▪  Metro stations: 14th Street, 23rd Street, 28th Street


▪  Major bus routes: M7, M11, M14, M23



CHELSEA WALK



TOTAL DISTANCE: 3 miles (4.8 km)


WALKING TIME: 1 hour
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Take this art-focused walk in Chelsea late in the morning or early in the afternoon. Most galleries open at 10am and are closed on Sundays and Mondays.


1 Start your day at Chelsea Market to fuel up for your art-heavy walk. Here you’ll find an array of food vendors to satisfy all appetites, and you can also peruse handmade offerings from Artists and Fleas, an Etsy-like flea market in the building where local artists show their wares.
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Chelsea Market





2 Exit on the market’s west side, at 10th Avenue, and notice The High Line above (convenient for a quick respite should you desire a break at any point). Turn right to head north about two blocks. Turn right onto West 18th Street, and on your right you’ll see the Petzel Gallery, which showcases some of the best international artists.


3 Head back the way you came to 10th Avenue and walk north one block to 19th Street. The floor-to-ceiling glass walls of STORY will appear. This concept store operates more like a gallery, changing out its offerings, organized around themes, frequently. It’s a fun stop for browsing or gift buying.


4 Exit the store and continue heading north on 10th Avenue for two blocks. Turn left on West 21st Street, and on the north side of the street you’ll see the Tanya Bonakdar Gallery. This duplex gallery regularly exhibits major contemporary artists like Olafur Eliasson.


5 Across the street is one of Larry Gagosian’s galleries, but his largest is a few blocks away. Turn right as you exit Tanya Bonakdar to head west on West 21st Street. At the end of the block, turn right onto 11th Avenue and walk three blocks. Turn right onto West 24th Street, and to your left will be the Gagosian, one of the most impressive gallery spaces in Chelsea.


6 Make a left as you exit the gallery on West 24th Street and head east. Past 9th Avenue, half a block down, you’ll make a right and then a left onto West 23rd Street. Continue east on it, crossing 8th Avenue. The famed Chelsea Hotel of bohemian legend—artists from Leonard Cohen and Janis Joplin to Dylan Thomas and Arthur Miller kicked it around here—is in the middle of the block on the south side of the street. At the end of the block, turn right onto 7th Avenue and walk six blocks. Turn left onto West 17th Street and enter the Rubin Museum of Art to your right. This hidden gem has an impressive collection of Himalayan art that you could spend hours exploring. But you can also simply stop in at the café for a snack, as well as access the lower level—which usually has a few works on display—without paying admission.
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Rubin Museum of Art





7 Exit the museum and turn right, heading east down West 17th Street. At the end of the block, turn left and walk a block on 6th Avenue. Turn right onto West 18th Street, and about half a block down to your right you’ll see Books of Wonder, a children’s bookstore that even adults will love. The staff brings a sophisticated curatorial touch to children’s literature with a series of author talks and a prized collection of first editions like the celebrated Eloise series. Artwork by Maurice Sendak, among others, is on display for purchase.


8 Turn right as you exit to continue east to the end of the block. Then turn left onto 5th Avenue and walk five blocks, looking up to your right to see the Flatiron Building, one of New York City’s most iconic. At its skinny tip near 23rd Street is the Prow Artspace gallery. While the building houses private offices and is closed to the public, this unique space—viewable only from the outside through large windows—exhibits small, colorful shows with an emphasis on technology and the environment.
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Flatiron Building





9 Walk west down 23rd Street. On the south side of the street halfway down the block, you’ll see a giant Home Depot, which used to be Stern Brothers, one of the city’s most impressive department stores in the 19th century when this neighborhood was a prime shopping district. You can still admire its Renaissance Revival architecture. Make a left at the end of the block on 6th Avenue and head four blocks to West 19th Street and make a left. Walk east about half a block on the north side of the street. Depending on how leisurely your stroll has been, you may be just in time for happy hour (4pm-6pm Mon.-Fri.) at the throwback-elegant Flatiron Lounge, where you can kick back with an artful cocktail to toast your day of exploration.
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	Midtown, Hell’s Kitchen, and Times Square









MOON MAP


Midtown is where the city’s iconography peaks, home to beloved beacons of the New York skyline, the Empire State and Chrysler Buildings, as well as sights like Rockefeller Center and MoMA. Times Square beckons with bright lights. Multistory department stores and international flagships line 5th Avenue. Historic hotels and skyscrapers housing countless businesses tower over intense pedestrian traffic. Meanwhile, Hell’s Kitchen offers a more residential and restaurant-filled respite from Broadway’s Theater District.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) (click here)


▪  Empire State Building (click here)


▪  Rockefeller Center (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Ess-a-Bagel (click here)


▪  Le Bernardin (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  Rudy’s (click here)


TOP ARTS AND CULTURE


▪  Playwrights Horizons (click here)


▪  Signature Theatre Company (click here)


TOP SHOPS


▪  MoMA Design Store (click here)


TOP HOTELS


▪  The Plaza (click here)


▪  WestHouse Hotel (click here)


▪  Algonquin Hotel (click here)


▪  Yotel (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: 1/2/3, 4/5/6, 7, B/D/F/M, N/Q/R, S, A/C/E


▪  Metro stations: 34th Street, 42nd Street, 47-50th Streets-Rockefeller Center, 50th Street, Lexington Avenue, 5th Avenue, 7th Avenue


▪  Major bus routes: M1, M2, M3, M4, M5, M6, M7, M11, M12, M34, M42, M50, M57
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	Upper West Side and Upper East Side









MOON MAP


The leafy streets of the posh and predominantly residential Upper East and West Sides are lined with brownstones and wonderfully preserved prewar buildings. But these neighborhoods flanking Central Park are also home to top New York cultural institutions. Museum Mile on the Upper East Side comprises 20-odd blocks with some of the city’s most revered museums, including The Met and the Guggenheim, while the Upper West Side has Lincoln Center and the American Museum of Natural History.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Central Park (click here)


▪  The Metropolitan Museum of Art (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Gray’s Papaya (click here)


TOP ARTS AND CULTURE


▪  Lincoln Center (click here)


TOP SHOPS


▪  Fivestory (click here)


▪  Barneys New York (click here)


TOP HOTELS


▪  The Surrey (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: 1/2/3, 4/5/6, A/C, B, Q


▪  Metro stations: 59th Street-Columbus Circle, 66th Street-Lincoln Center, 72nd Street, 81st Street, 86th Street, 96th Street, 103rd Street


▪  Major bus routes: M7, M11, M66, M72, M79, M86, M96
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	Harlem and Morningside Heights
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Manhattan’s upper reaches are steeped in historical reminders, from the American Revolutionary War to the influential Harlem Renaissance, as well as home to grand Gothic churches. Today its neighborhoods are among the city’s fastest growing, with an increasing number of businesses, including a new incarnation of a legendary bebop supper club. Harlem is rich in black culture past and present, while residential Morningside Heights is defined by Columbia University.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Cathedral of St. John the Divine (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Charles’ Country Pan Fried Chicken (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  Minton’s Playhouse (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: 1/2/3, 4/5/6, A/C, B/D


▪  Metro stations: 110th Street, 116th Street, 125th Street, 135th Street, 145th Street


▪  Major bus routes: M1, M2, M3, M4, M5, M7, M10, M60, M100, M101, M104



HARLEM WALK



TOTAL DISTANCE: 3 miles (4.8 km)


WALKING TIME: 1.25 hours


[image: image]


Crowds are considerably thinner in these northern parts of Manhattan, making the area nice for a wander anytime, especially on the weekends when much of Manhattan is mobbed. Sundays are livelier in Harlem, with a heavy church crowd, though the Cathedral of St. John the Divine closes earlier that day. To take best advantage of this itinerary, which aims to encompass some of the neighborhood’s lively past and present, head out a bit later on a weeknd afternoon.


Note that gentrification in the neighborhood has given rise to frustration among some locals that is important to be aware of—large groups of tourists are a particular target at which to voice these grievances. A gracious attitude and open mind goes a long way. Most people are friendly and welcoming when they see a genuine interest in learning about their culture and history. A good rule of thumb is to remember that this is a living community and not just a tourist attraction.


1 Start your walk at the architectural wonder that is the Cathedral of St. John the Divine (9am-5pm Mon.-Sat., 1pm-3pm Sun.), quite possibly the city’s grandest church, with exhibits detailing its rich history. Its main entrance is at West 112th Street on Amsterdam Avenue.
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Cathedral of St. John the Divine





2 Exiting the church, turn right and walk four blocks to West 116th Street, turning right again and heading a block down and into Morningside Park, one of the city’s hilliest, offering expansive skyline views from its western ridge. Follow the park’s winding staircase while taking in a bird’s-eye view of its various playgrounds and the city skyline in the background. Walk north through the park and exit at West 120th Street and Morningside Avenue.
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Morningside Park





3 Continue down 120th Street for two blocks, turning left onto Fredrick Douglass Boulevard. Head north, and near the West 122nd Street intersection, you’ll see Swing Low, the Harriet Tubman Memorial statue commemorating the Underground Railroad heroine. Continue several blocks on Frederick Douglass Boulevard, and turn right onto West 125th Street, Harlem’s most commercial stretch, where you’ll see the marquee of the famous Apollo Theater mid-block. The iconic theater continues to be a cultural hub of the neighborhood; if you’re here on a Wednesday, you might want to circle back later in the evening for its renowned Amateur Night (7:30pm), which has launched the careers of icons from Ella Fitzgerald to Jimi Hendrix. The theater also offers tours.
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Apollo Theater





4 Backtrack to Frederick Douglass Boulevard and continue north to the corner of West 132nd Street, where you’ll find Charles’ Country Pan Fried Chicken. Don’t be deceived by its low-key look; it serves the neighborhood’s best fried chicken. Back on Frederick Douglass Boulevard, walk north a block and turn right onto West 133rd Street, which used to be known as Swing Street for its proliferation of clandestine watering holes during Prohibition; today the street is mostly home to renovated brownstones. About 1.5 blocks down the street, at number 148, you’ll pass the site of the former 1st-floor speakeasy where Billie Holiday was discovered, now home to a dry jazz club called Bill’s Place.


5 Continue walking down the street and turn right onto Lenox Avenue, also known as Malcolm X Boulevard, to begin looping back south and past numerous other notable eateries (take note for later) on this major commercial stretch. Walk eight blocks and turn right onto West 125th Street, then left on Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Boulevard. Look for the towering terra-cotta building to your right; this is the former Hotel Theresa, a historic landmark that’s hosted such disparate leaders as Fidel Castro, John F. Kennedy, and Eleanor Roosevelt. On the next block south, check out the tiny Long Gallery Harlem, dedicated to showcasing contemporary works by artists of the African diaspora, to see if it’s open. It keeps regular hours on the weekends when exhibitions are happening.


6 Turn left to leave the gallery and then left again at the end of the block to walk down West 123rd Street back to Lenox Avenue/Malcolm X Boulevard, continuing south on it for seven blocks. You’ll walk through part of the Mount Morris Park Historic District, one of the only areas in Harlem protected by the Landmarks Preservation Commission. Ornate 19th- and 20th-century row houses line the blocks between 118th and 124th Streets. When you get to West 116th Street make a left and you’ll find the Malcolm Shabazz Harlem Market on the south side of the street. Here you can browse and shop for African arts and crafts.


7 If the timing is right, end your day with drinks and jazz (and supper, if your stomach’s ready for it) at Minton’s Playhouse, which opens at 6pm. Walk back the way you came on 116th Street, continuing an extra block before turning right onto Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Boulevard. Walk two blocks, then turn left to find yourself at the birthplace of bebop.
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	Downtown Brooklyn, Dumbo, and Fort Greene
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Brooklyn is a city unto itself. Dumbo (Down Under the Manhattan Bridge Overpass) and the largely residential Brooklyn Heights sit on the waterfront, which has been transformed from an industrial hub into a green refuge offering dramatic views of the Manhattan skyline and Brooklyn Bridge. Once a haven for artists seeking cheap lofts, Dumbo still has impressive galleries, while farther inland Downtown Brooklyn is home to the borough’s government buildings and office complexes as well as, increasingly, hip eateries and bars, also prevalent in Fort Greene, home to the Brooklyn Academy of Music.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Brooklyn Bridge (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Bella Gioia (click here)


▪  Juliana’s (click here)


TOP ARTS AND CULTURE


▪  St. Ann’s Warehouse (click here)


▪  Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM) (click here)


TOP RECREATION


▪  Brooklyn Heights Promenade (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: 2/3, 4/5, A/C, B/D/F, G, N/Q/R


▪  Metro stations: Atlantic Avenue, Lafayette Avenue, Fulton Street, Nevins Street, Hoyt-Schermerhorn Street, DeKalb Avenue, Bergen Street, Clark Street, Hoyt Street, High Street-Brooklyn Bridge, York Street


▪  Major bus routes: B25, B26, B37, B38, B45, B52, B54, B61, B63


▪  Ferries: East River route to Dumbo or South Brooklyn route to Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 6/Atlantic Avenue or Dumbo



BROOKLYN BRIDGE AND DUMBO WALK



TOTAL DISTANCE: 4 miles (6.4 km)


WALKING TIME: 1.25 hours


[image: image]


Walking the Brooklyn Bridge is a classic New York experience. Once you’re in the borough, it’s nice to spend the day wandering around its green waterfront spaces and galleries. Afternoon is a good time to take in what this walk has to offer. If you go on a Sunday in the warmer months, you’ll also be able to catch the Brooklyn Flea.


1 Start on Centre Street on the southeastern perimeter of City Hall Park to access the Brooklyn Bridge. The bridge’s entrance is conveniently located across from the Brooklyn Bridge City Hall Station servicing the 4, 5, and 6 subway lines. Unlike other bridges, there isn’t a tricky staircase to find. Just follow the pedestrian path onto the bridge. Admire the exposed bridge cables and gorgeous views in all directions: Downtown Brooklyn ahead, Manhattan skyline behind, and the East River below. Crossing the 1.3-mile (2 km) bridge takes roughly half an hour.
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Brooklyn Bridge





2 While the pedestrian path continues on, you’ll exit down a staircase to Cadman Plaza East/Washington Street in Dumbo. Head north to the corner of Prospect Street and walk one block west to Cadman Plaza West/Old Fulton Street. Make a right, following the street northwest. Just after passing Old Fulton Street’s intersection with Front Street, you’ll see Juliana’s to your right, where you can indulge in coal-oven pizza by one of the city’s local foodie legends. On a warm day, consider ordering a pie to go and eating it just down the street in Brooklyn Bridge Park.


3 Turn left to exit Juliana’s, make a left onto Front Street, and then take another left after a block at the intersection onto Dock Street. At the end of the block, turn right on Water Street. This charming cobblestoned street is home to some of Dumbo’s galleries. Stop near the end of the block at Janet Borden, which not only has great contemporary exhibits but a very cute and friendly black poodle.


4 Continue heading east down Water Street until it dead-ends at Adams Street, in the shadow of the Manhattan Bridge. Make a right on Adams Street and you’ll find POWERHOUSE Arena to your right. This bookstore is a great place to get a sense of Brooklyn’s literary talent, with many autographed copies by local authors for sale. If you’re here on a Sunday in the warmer months, you can wander just across the street under the Manhattan Bridge archway to browse the Brooklyn Flea (10am-5pm Apr.-Oct.).


5 Head back in the direction you came from, going north on Adams Street before turning left onto Plymouth Street. Smack Mellon is a block down the street. Housed in an old warehouse, this gallery provides a dramatic exhibition space for artists, while its architecture captures both the neighborhood’s gritty industrial past and chic present.
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installation view of Spread Wild: Pleasures of the Yucca by Paula Wilson at Smack Mellon





6 Continue west on Plymouth Street for one block and enter Brooklyn Bridge Park to your immediate right. Walk north toward the water, and you’ll see Pebble Beach, one of the only points in the city where you can get right down to the water’s edge. Continue west along the waterfront. Ramble around or follow pedestrian paths as the park curves south. You’ll walk past a carousel. Human-made hills muffle the noise here and create an interesting topography to trek through.
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Broooklyn Bridge Park





7 You’ll pass under the Brooklyn Bridge and come upon a ferry ticket purchase window near Pier 1. From here follow the Brooklyn Bridge Park Greenway as it curves left and south. You’ll see the trendy woodwork of 1 Hotel Brooklyn Bridge on your left. As you pass the hotel, you’ll access the Squibb Park Bridge to your left. The bridge brings you to Squibb Park. Exit at Middagh Street, turning right to walk about two blocks south on Columbia Heights to the entrance of the Brooklyn Heights Promenade at Orange Street. On the promenade, you’ll gain a sublime perspective of the Manhattan skyline and Statue of Liberty. It’s about a third of a mile long (just over half a km). Have a rest on one of the many benches and soak up the views. As you walk along the promenade, check out the brownstones that abut the elevated passageway.


8 Exit at Remsen Street and walk a couple of blocks east to Henry Street. Make a right to head south down to Atlantic Avenue. Make a left and The Brazen Head will be 2.5 blocks east on the south side of the street. End your day at this bar with ramshackle charm; there often is an interesting craft beer or cider or liquor event going on.
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	Williamsburg, Greenpoint, and Bushwick
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These formerly industrial working-class neighborhoods in Brooklyn are now the city’s hippest zone, home to some of the best craft beer bars, live music, indie arts venues, and world-class restaurants. While Williamsburg is the polished center of hipsterdom, the Polish neighborhood of Greenpoint just north is its quieter cousin. Bushwick to the southeast has a funkier edge, with working studios, bars, and makeshift warehouse events. While ongoing work on the L train between Manhattan and the neighborhoods makes transit challenging, people will keep coming no matter what.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Brooklyn Brewery (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Brooklyn Cider House (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  Beer Street (click here)


▪  Noorman’s Kil (click here)


TOP ARTS AND CULTURE


▪  Nitehawk Cinema (click here)


TOP SHOPS


▪  Beacon’s Closet (click here)


▪  Rough Trade (click here)


TOP HOTELS


▪  Wythe Hotel (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: L (see click here), G, J/Z, M


▪  Metro stations: Bedford Avenue, Lorimer Street, Graham Avenue, Grand Street, Montrose Avenue, Morgan Avenue, Jefferson Street, Greenpoint Avenue, Nassau Street, Central Avenue, Myrtle Avenue, Marcy Avenue, Hewes Street, Broadway, Metropolitan Avenue, DeKalb Avenue


▪  Major bus routes: B24, B32, B43, B48, B54, B59, B62


▪  Ferries: NYC Ferry East River route to Greenpoint, North Williamsburg, or South Williamsburg



WILLIAMSBURG AND GREENPOINT WALK



TOTAL DISTANCE: 2 miles (3.2 km)


WALKING TIME: 45 minutes
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Welcome to the center of New York cool, where indie businesses thrive. Take a walk and get a taste of the hipster lifestyle. Williamsburg and Greenpoint are foodie destinations, so ideally you’ll visit the neighborhoods during the warmer months on a Saturday so you can experience the wonder that is Smorgasburg, the country’s biggest open-air food market, full of local vendors. Because the area is also a lively nightlife destination, it’s a good idea to time this walk for late afternoon/early evening so you can experience a bit of both day and night.


1 A pleasant and convenient way to get to Brooklyn via Manhattan is by ferry service, which is frequent. From East 34th Street in Midtown or Wall Street/Pier 11 in Lower Manhattan, you can hop on the East River route and land here in Brooklyn 20-25 minutes later. From the North Williamsburg ferry landing, head east toward Kent Avenue. Turn left and walk a block to arrive at East River State Park, which on Saturdays spring-fall hosts Smorgasburg (11am-6pm Apr.-Oct.), an outdoor market featuring hundreds of local vendors to sate all foodie desires. Even when it’s not Smorgasburg season, you’ll catch great views of the Manhattan skyline from this waterfront park.
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East River State Park





2 Exit the park at North 9th Street. About half a block down, you’ll find Rough Trade to your right. Check out its schedule (it’s also a live music venue) posted out front and then head inside to peruse rare vinyl albums.


3 Continue down the block, then turn left on Wythe Avenue. Walk two blocks, then turn right onto North 11th Street. You’ll smell the hops and barley wafting through the air as you arrive at the renowned Brooklyn Brewery. Head inside and enjoy a pint in the taproom, where crowds jockey for seats at picnic tables and order food delivery from neighboring restaurants for sustenance.


4 From the brewery, continue down North 11th Street, then turn left onto Berry Street. In a block, you’ll reach McCarren Park, which divides Williamsburg from Greenpoint and is the neighborhoods’ main recreation spot. Meander through this oddly shaped park, a favorite for locals to walk their dogs and sunbathe.
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