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How to use this book


Focus points (beginning of chapter)


The focus points are what the examiners will have in mind when they are setting questions. The examiners would never ask you to ‘write everything you know about X or Y’, they always have an angle. These focus points are ‘the angle’. The reason for learning the rest of the facts is so that you can answer questions about these focus points. The content of this book follows exactly what the OCR specification says about those focus points.


Comment


These boxes provide extra information to accompany the main text, placing certain events in context and bringing to light extra issues that you should be aware of.


Key terms


These boxes help you to learn the essential vocabulary by providing you with new or difficult words and giving a definition of their meaning. These are specialist terms that might be used in an exam without any explanation so you need to be able to understand them and use them confidently in your own writing. You could make your own glossary in your notebook.


Revision task


Use these tasks to make sure you have understood every topic and to help you record key information. These tasks help you to think about the content and encourage you to apply your knowledge.
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Exam practice


These boxes provide sample exam questions for each topic. You can check your answers against sample answers online at www.hodderplus.co.uk/modernworldhistory to help to improve your grades.


Exam tip


These tips accompany the exam practice questions. They give you extra tips on how to answer the questions successfully in order to get the best grades possible.


Source Evaluation


The interpretation and evaluation of sources is a key feature of OCR’s GCSE examination. Chapter 7 onwards, therefore, provides you with an example of how to interpret and evaluate sources from specific evidence relevant to the topic being studied.


Summary/revision plan (end of chapter)


This is a revision checklist. Be sure you know about each term or phrase in this summary. You can also check your knowledge of each topic with our free ‘quick quizzes’ which you can find online at www.hodderplus.co.uk/modernworldhistory.




Introduction


You will soon be taking your GCSE in Modern World History. Your aim is to get the best grade you can. Our aim in this book is to help you get that grade.


To improve your grade you need to:





•  get organised – this book will help you make a revision plan and stick to it



•  know the content – this book will help you learn the core content for your course



•  apply your knowledge – this book will help you apply what you know to actual examination questions.





How to revise


There is no single way to revise, but there are some good ideas to use.





1  Know the objectives of your course



    Ask your teacher for full details of the course you are taking or look on the OCR website, www.ocr.org.uk. This book is geared to the OCR Modern World History Syllabus.



2  Make a revision plan and stick to it



    Start your revision early – the earlier the better. Revise regularly – regular, short spells are better than panicky six-hour slogs until 2a.m.



3  Revise actively



    Be a scribbler; make notes as you learn. You will need an exercise book for most of the revision tasks but you can also write in this book.





The rest of this introduction is about how to apply these rules to your revision and make sure that you get the grade you are aiming for.


1. Know the objectives of your course


Assessment objectives in GCSE History





1  Recall, select and communicate knowledge and understanding of history.



    You have to know things, and be able to explain what you know in a way that shows you understand what you are writing. This means:



•  using your knowledge of a topic to support what you say in your answer



•  organising this knowledge to answer the question set.








2  Demonstrate understanding of the past through explanation and analysis of:




•  key concepts: causation, consequence, continuity, change and significance within a historical context




•  key features and characteristics of the periods studied and the relationship between them.



    This means organising your answer in order to:



•  show the ability to analyse when this is asked for, rather than to describe what happened



•  show understanding of why things happened and how and when change occurred.








3  Understand, analyse and evaluate:









  (a)  a range of source material as part of an historical enquiry








    This means using any kind of material, including photographs, diaries, books, recorded interviews and films from the period you are studying.







    You are expected to:



•  be able to select important information from the source



•  interpret what is being said and draw appropriate conclusions about what is being said in the source



•  decide how useful or reliable the source is to a historian.








  (b)  how aspects of the past have been interpreted and represented in different ways as part of a historical enquiry (this is examined under the controlled assessment part of your course)








    This means showing that you understand why an event has been seen differently by different people (e.g. more or less important) and explaining whether you agree.







    You are expected to:



•  decide how fair or accurate an interpretation is



•  compare different interpretations of an event.





In all this, remember that the examiner is interested in seeing how much you can think for yourself and apply your knowledge and understanding to the question set.


Spelling, punctuation and grammar


Your work will also be assessed for the quality of your written communication. This means you must ensure:





•  the examiner can read your work clearly



•  words are spelled correctly and capital letters and full stops are used where necessary.





2. Know your own target


Most of you will have your own individual GCSE target grade for each subject.


There are several target-setting methods used, but you may be familiar with one of the following:





•  Target grade based on your Key Stage 2 (Primary School) grade



•  FFT (Fischer Family Trust) target grade



•  Estimated Grade (what your history teacher thinks you will achieve)



•  Target grade based on a minimum of three or four levels of progress since Key Stage 2 (primary school).





You should also have a current grade. This is the grade your teacher will expect you to achieve if you took the exam now. You are likely to find your current grade and target grade on your last school report or progress check. You may even have been asked to put these grades into your exercise book. Hopefully, your current grade is the same or better than your target grade. If it is not, you are in danger of underachieving in history and you should use this book and ask your teacher’s advice to get back on target. You may wish to make a table to show how you are progressing in relation to your target grade.
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3. Know what a good answer looks like and how the mark schemes work


This book and the online materials that accompany it will help you write high quality answers to each question.


It is also important, however, that you use the guidance from the examination board OCR to help you with your answers. On their website – www.ocr.org.uk – you will find sample examination questions and answers together with mark schemes.


For example, look at this question below from OCR Paper 1, core content.
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Explain why the Soviet Union blockaded West Berlin in 1948.


(8 marks)
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The examiner has given the above question 8 marks spread over four levels: level 0: 0 marks; level 1: 1–2 marks; level 2: 3–4 marks; level 3: 5–8 marks.


Obviously, you will want to produce a high level answer, but to do this you need to be clear what a high level answer looks like. For example:





•  A level 0 answer would have no evidence or simply no answer to the question.



•  A level 1 answer would show limited knowledge of the reasons for the blockade.



•  A level 2 answer would identify a single reason for the blockade and show some understanding of events.



•  A level 3 answer would give one (5–6 marks), two or more (6–8 marks) explained reasons for the blockade showing a good knowledge of events.





Therefore, in this way, you can begin to see what the examiners want in a good answer and use this book to produce it.


4. Make a revision plan


You not only need to plan your revision for history, but you need to fit it in with your revision for all your other GCSE subjects. You could use the following table to plan your overall revision.




[image: ]




You could then construct a table like the one below to plan your history revision. In your plan, aim to come back to each topic several times so that you revise in stages.


Stage 1: Put the date normal school-based work on a topic will be/was completed.


Stage 2: Put the target date for finishing your own summary of the key points for each topic.


Stage 3: Decide when you will give yourself memory tests.


Stage 4: Schedule time for fine-tuning your revision (for example, final memorising and/or practice examination questions).
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5. Revise actively


When faced with revising for GCSE history, most students say:




[image: ]




The ideas in this book are aimed at helping you to remember the core content.


Use the revision tasks in this book


The best way to remember information is to use it – to revise actively. To take an everyday example: to start with it is difficult to remember a new telephone number, but the more you use it the easier it is to remember it.


Throughout this book, you will find revision tasks. Don’t miss them out. If you use the information you will remember it better. The more you use the information the better you will remember it.


Use the ‘key terms’ method


Think of your brain as a computer. To read a file on a computer, you need to know the name of the file. The file name is the key, and if you do not have this key you cannot get to the file, even though the computer has the file in its memory.
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Your brain works in a similar way. When you read something it goes in, but to get the information out again you need the key to unlock your memory. So one way to jog your memory is to use a ‘key terms’ method. This is how it works.





1  As you read through each paragraph, highlight one or two key terms. For example, when answering the question:


    ‘What were the main political and economic features of the USA during the 1920s?’



•  It had a democratic system of government. The President and Congress of the USA were chosen in free democratic elections.



•  It had a capitalist economy. Business and property were privately owned. Individuals could make profits in business or move jobs if they wished. However, they might also go bankrupt or lose their jobs.



•  The USA was the world’s wealthiest country, but under capitalism there were always great contrasts – some people were very rich, others were very poor.



2  You can then use cue cards, or the revision plan at the end of each chapter, to summarise your key terms for each subheading. In this way, you can summarise a whole topic on one sheet.



3  Later on, return to your revision plan and recall or rewrite important paragraphs using just the key terms to jog your memory.





Other revision ideas


Different people revise in different ways and you may have your own ideas on how to work. Here are some other techniques that students have used:





•  summarising events in diagrams or pictures



•  making a recording of the text and playing it back



•  using acronyms, mnemonics or mind maps



•  working with friends:







    – testing each other


    – comparing your answers to practice questions


    – use Hodder online resources.





How to answer exam questions


OCR GCSE History B (Modern World)


Paper 1 – 2 hour written paper, 45% of total mark


Paper 2 – 1 hour 30 minute written paper, 30% of total mark


Controlled Assessment (Historical Enquiry), 25% of total mark (Controlled Assessment to be written in class over 8 hours).


Paper 1 of the examination


Paper 1 has two parts.





•  Part 1: Core content – sections A, B and C.



•  Part 2: Studies in Depth.





Chapters 1–6 cover the core content of Paper 1 of the examination, Aspects of International Relations, 1919–2005.


Part 1: core content





•  Section A: Inter-War Years, 1919–1939



•  Section B: The Cold War, 1945–1975



•  Section C: A New World? 1948–2005 (not covered in this book)





Candidates must answer questions on ONE of these sections depending on the section studied. Make sure you only revise the chapters that apply to you.


Section A: The Inter-War Years, 1919–1939





1  Were the peace treaties of 1919–1923 fair? (pages 9–19)



2  To what extent was the League of Nations a success? (pages 20–29)



3  Why had international peace collapsed by 1939? (pages 30–39)





Section B: The Cold War, 1945–1975





4  Who was to blame for the Cold War? (pages 40–50)



5  Who won the Cuban missile crisis? (pages 51–57)



6  Why did the USA fail in Vietnam? (pages 58–66)





The other topics in Section C of the core content on Paper 1 are not covered in this book.


When you have selected a section, you must answer Question 1 and either Question 2 or 3 from that section.


Question 1


Question 1 is a compulsory question worth 10 or 12 marks and usually looks like this:





  (a)  A question that needs you to use your knowledge of the topic to interpret the source. The question may begin ‘What is the message of…?’






What is required?





•  Summarise the message of the source quickly and efficiently. Keep to the point.



•  Describe three or four features of the source that help convey the message.



•  Use your knowledge and information in the caption to interpret the source.





Do not:





•  describe the source in detail



•  speculate or guess about things you cannot support from your own knowledge.








  (b)  A question that asks you to explain some aspect of the topic. It is worth 8 marks, and usually begins with ‘Explain why…’






What is required?





•  Write in paragraphs, approximately eight lines per paragraph.



•  Keep to the question – for example, ‘The first reason was…’



•  Remember this question needs you to EXPLAIN events – for example, why they happened.





Do not:





•  simply describe events



•  answer briefly.





Question 2 or 3


After answering the compulsory question, you will have a choice of two questions on different topics. Both questions have a similar pattern and OCR advise you to spend 35 minutes on each question.


Question 2a or 3a will be worth 4 marks and probably begin with ‘Describe …’


What is required?





•  Keep it simple. Write down three or four facts to answer the question.





Question 2b or 3b will be worth 6 marks and probably begin with ‘Explain why …’


What is required?





•  This is similar to question 1b and marked in a similar way.



•  You need to EXPLAIN the reasons in relation to the topic and NOT just describe them.



•  To get maximum marks, you need to explain at least two reasons in some detail.



•  Try to show how the reasons you have chosen fit into the bigger picture.





Question 2c or 3c is the most important question so far. It is worth 10 marks and will probably begin ‘Evaluate …’ or ‘How far …?’ or ‘Which was more important …?’ Although you will face a single question, it is often spread over two aspects of the topic and you will need to look at both. There may be a statement to examine and you will need to consider the case for and against each argument.


What is required?





•  Make sure you look at both aspects of the argument. Don’t ignore one aspect of the argument just because you don’t agree with it.



•  EXPLAIN, not just describe, the case for and against the argument.



•  It is not essential to write an introduction and conclusion but it may help you give your answer a better structure.



•  You could also add other arguments that you feel are relevant to strengthen your answer, but you will not be penalised if you don’t.



•  A really good answer will show the links between the factors you have described.





Part 2: Studies in Depth


Chapters 7–11 cover the Studies in Depth element of Paper 1 of the examination.





  7  Germany, 1918–1945 (pages 67–82)



  8  Russia, 1905–1941 (pages 83–97)



  9  The USA, 1919–1941 (pages 98–109)



10  The causes and events of the First World War, 1890–1918 (pages 110–127)



11  The USA, 1945–1975: land of freedom? (pages 128–140)





There are other topics in the Studies in Depth section which are not covered in this guide. They are:





•  Mao’s China, c.1930–1976



•  End of Empire, c.1919–1969.





Whichever Study in Depth you have chosen, the format will be similar. There will be a compulsory question (usually three sources) followed by a choice between questions 5 and 6.


The aims of the Depth Study questions are very specific.





•  You will need to show that you understand the context in which the sources were created and how historians use sources to reach judgements.



•  You will also need to show that you know the topic well by answering questions on small areas of the unit.





Question 4


Compulsory question 4 will have three parts: a, b and c. For each part, you MUST:





•  read/look at the source carefully



•  refer to the source in your answer



•  use details from the source to support your answer



•  use contextual knowledge to help you interpret the source and answer the question.





Two of the three questions will be source analysis questions, for example:





•  What is the message of this source?



•  Why was the source published?



•  Why would XX want to publish this source?





One question will ask you to read a source on a particular issue and then explain how far you agree with a particular interpretation, for example: ‘“The New Deal was successful in solving America’s problems in the 1930s.” How far do you agree with this interpretation?’ The second part of each question will always ask you to use the source and your own knowledge to explain your answer.


Questions 5 and 6


For the final question in the Depth Study, you will have a choice of two questions from which to choose. Each question will be structured in the same way and will require you to:


a) describe


b) explain


c) evaluate


Question a) needs you to DESCRIBE what is being asked. You could do this as a list, but you will only score high marks if you also mention other important factors that are relevant.


Question b) needs you to EXPLAIN an issue or say why something happened. Make sure you say why some reasons are more important than others.


Question c) is the most important question here and is worth 10 marks. You are likely to be given a statement and asked ‘How far do you agree with this statement?’ This is an EVALUATION question, which needs you to:





•  explain and not just describe events



•  write an introduction (although this is not essential)



•  explain why you agree or disagree with the statement (but remember to show that you understand both sides of the argument by including other relevant factors)



•  add a paragraph that shows how the relevant factors are connected.





Paper 2 of the examination


Chapters 12–13 cover what is included in Paper 2 of the examination. The British Depth Study will be either:





•  How was British society changed, 1890–1918? or



•  How far did British society change, 1939–1975?





The questions will be very similar whichever period you are studying.





•  There will be up to eight sources of various kinds.



•  Some of the sources will present different views and disagree with each other.



•  The questions will take you through the sources step by step and in the final question ask you to evaluate all the sources.





Types of question on Paper 2


1. Analysis questions


For example:





•  What is the message of the source?



•  Why was Source X published in year Y? Use details of the source and your own knowledge to explain your answer.





What is required?





•  Give some specific information about the source – for example, ‘The message of the cartoon is…’



•  Comment on the impression that the author/artist is trying to make.



•  Make sure you have explained the message, not just the content of the source.





2. Utility questions


These are questions where you are asked to consider the usefulness of a source. For example:





•  How useful is Source X to a historian studying Y?



•  Is Source X more useful than Source Y to a historian studying Z?





What is required?





•  The key question to ask is ‘Useful for what?’



•  Start with how it contains useful information.



•  Then consider whether that information presents a typical, representative view of the issue or whether it is distorting the historian’s view.



•  Finally, ask what it reveals about the values, ideas, concerns, attitudes etc. of the author or society which produced it.





3. Reliability questions


These are questions that compare the reliability of sources. For example:





•  How reliable is Source X about Y?



•  Do you trust Source X more than Source Y about …?



•  Which source gives a more accurate view of …?





What is required?





•  Reliability questions are really asking how much you TRUST a source.



•  Sources are rarely completely reliable or totally unreliable. Think of where the source would be on the line below:
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•  Ask four questions of each source: the four Ws. This will assess reliability.







    – What is the source? A cartoon, a poem, a picture, a poster, etc. It will usually be for or against something.


    – Who wrote/produced/drew the source? Can you trust this person about the issue being written about?


    – When was it written/produced/drawn? Is it primary or secondary evidence?


    – Why was it written/produced/drawn? This will give you an idea about motive.








•  Comment on the content of the source. Does the language appear exaggerated?



•  Cross-reference with other sources.



•  Don’t be afraid to suggest that the source is both reliable and unreliable at the same time, providing you have reasons to support your answer. For example, an anti-suffrage cartoon is unreliable about women but it is a reliable source about some men at the time.





4. Comparison of sources questions (similarity and difference)


These are questions where you are asked to compare sources and make judgements about them using your own knowledge. For example, ‘How similar are these two sources?’


What is required?





•  Read each source and decide: who produced it, when it was produced and, most importantly, why it was produced (this will tell you the motive of the author).



•  Explain how the sources are similar and how they are different.



•  Use your knowledge to show your understanding of the time period in which they were produced.





5. Overview essay question


This will ask you to use your knowledge and the sources to argue for or against an interpretation. The interpretation will describe some issue that spans the whole period 1890-1918 or 1939-45. For example ‘In the period 1890-1918 women in Britain were respected’. How far do you agree?’ Your answer will be largely based on your knowledge but you should use the sources to support your argument. The important thing is to be balanced and to weigh up the arguments on both sides before reaching a conclusion.


Online resources


Example answers to exam practice questions and quick quizzes are available online at: www.hodderplus.co.uk/modernworldhistory
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Unit 1: Aspects of International Relations, 1919–2005


The Inter-War Years, 1919–1939


Chapter 1: Were the peace treaties of 1919–1923 fair?
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At the end of the First World War, the leaders of the victorious powers met in Paris to decide how to deal with their defeated enemies. Their aim was to draw up peace treaties to end the war officially. The victorious leaders, however, found it very hard to agree what to do. In this chapter, you will look at the aims of each leader, the terms and conditions of the peace treaties, and public reaction to the treaties.
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Focus points


Each key question in the OCR course is divided into focus points. To do well in the examination, you will need a good understanding of each focus point.





•  What were the motives and aims of the Big Three at Versailles?



•  Why did the victors not get everything they wanted?



•  What were the immediate reactions to the peace settlement?



•  Could the treaties be justified at the time?
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Key content


In order to fully understand the focus points, you will need to have a good working knowledge of:





•  the end of the First World War; background to the Treaty of Versailles



•  the motives, aims and roles of the different leaders at the Paris Peace Conference



•  the features of the peace treaties 1919–1923 (Versailles, St Germain, Trianon, Sèvres, Lausanne)



•  immediate reactions to, and opinions about, the treaties, especially in Britain, France, Germany and the USA.






1.1 The end of the First World War; background to the Treaty of Versailles


The effects of the First World War





•  Many parts of Europe had been devastated by the fighting and shelling of four years of war. Large areas of northern France and Belgium were in ruins.



•  Millions of soldiers on both sides had been killed or injured.



•  The Governments of Germany and Austria–Hungary had collapsed. These countries were defeated and exhausted.



•  The victorious powers were also exhausted. Britain and France were almost bankrupt. Only the USA was in a strong financial position.





The mood in 1919





•  Many people in Britain and France felt that Germany was responsible for starting the war and should be severely punished and made to pay reparations.



•  Although there had been no fighting on British soil, most families had lost a close relative during the war. Therefore, public opinion put pressure on politicians to treat Germany harshly in the peace settlement.



•  The Germans had treated the Russians harshly in the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in March 1918. Where it became public, opinion in Britain and France hardened against Germany.



•  The Germans did not believe they were solely responsible for starting the war, but they were not invited to the Peace Conference and were forced to accept the Treaty.
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Key terms


Reparations: repair, or compensation for damage caused by the war.
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The Paris Peace Conference





•  The conference took place in the Palace of Versailles on the outskirts of Paris. It lasted for twelve months from 1919 to 1920.



•  Thirty-two nations should have been represented, but none of the defeated countries were invited.



•  The Treaty of Versailles was the most important of the five treaties.



•  All the important decisions were made by President Wilson (USA), Prime Minister Lloyd George (Great Britain) and Prime Minister Clemenceau (France).



•  The leaders did not get on well and relations worsened over time.



•  Woodrow Wilson was very ill during the conference.






1.2 The motives, aims and roles of the different leaders at the Paris Peace Conference


The most important and influential countries at the negotiations were France, Britain and the USA. Their leaders were known as the (victorious) Allies. Even at the time, it was clear that the different leaders had conflicting views about what a peace treaty should do. They could not all get what they wanted, so whose views would carry the most weight?


Georges Clemenceau: Prime Minister of France


During the First World War, France had suffered enormous damage. Large areas of northern France had been devastated and much of its industry had been destroyed. Four million French soldiers were either killed or injured during the war and Clemenceau was under pressure from the French public to make Germany suffer.


Clemenceau was also anxious about the future. He did not want Germany to recover its strength so that it could attack France again. So his aims were clear. He wanted a harsh treaty that would punish Germany severely and cripple it so that it would never be able to threaten France again.


Woodrow Wilson: President of the USA


The USA had only been in the war since 1917. War damage was slight and casualties were low compared to Britain and France who had been fighting Germany since August 1914.


Wilson believed that Germany was to blame for starting the war, but he believed that the treaty with Germany should not be too harsh because this would cause the Germans to seek revenge later. Clemenceau was very suspicious of Wilson and the two strongly disagreed at the conference.


The two most important ideas Wilson put forward at the peace conference were:





•  self-determination




•  international co-operation.
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Key terms


Self-determination: the right of nations to rule themselves.


International co-operation: countries working together to settle disputes, usually by peaceful means.
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Wilson’s views on how to achieve these aims had been published in his ‘Fourteen Points’ in January 1918.


The Fourteen Points





  1  No secret treaties between countries.



  2  Freedom of navigation upon the seas, both in times of peace and war.



  3  Free trade between countries.



  4  All countries to reduce their armed forces to the lowest level consistent with domestic safety.



  5  Overseas colonies owned by European powers to have a say in their own future.



  6  All foreign troops to leave Russia. The Russian people to be allowed to decide their own future without interference.



  7  Independence for Belgium.



  8  France to regain Alsace–Lorraine.



  9  Italy’s frontiers to be adjusted to take account of the nationalities of the people living in the border areas.



10  Self-determination for the people of Austria–Hungary.



11  International guarantees for the independence of the Balkan states. Serbia to have access to the sea.



12  Self-determination for the non-Turkish peoples in the Turkish Empire.



13  Poland to become an independent state with access to the sea.



14  A League of Nations to be set up to settle disputes between countries by peaceful means.
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Comment


Self-determination was a good idea, but in certain areas of Europe it was very difficult to achieve. For example, the former Austro-Hungarian Empire had many different nationalities scattered across its territories. It was inevitable that people of one ethnic group would find themselves ruled by people from another.
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David Lloyd George: Prime Minister of Britain


Many people in Britain wanted a harsh peace treaty that punished Germany severely. Lloyd George understood the feelings of the British people but wanted Germany to be ‘justly’ punished since he believed that a harsh treaty would encourage Germany to seek revenge later. He was also concerned about the possible spread of Communism from Russia. In addition, Lloyd George wanted Britain to begin trading with Germany again in order to help Britain recover from the war.


At Versailles, Lloyd George often found himself in the middle ground between Clemenceau and Wilson. He did not agree with all of Wilson’s ‘Fourteen Points’ – for example, he did not agree with the idea of freedom of navigation on the seas. On the other hand, he thought Clemenceau’s demands would destroy Germany completely and have repercussions later.
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Revision task


What were the aims of the ‘Big Three’ at the Paris Peace Conference? Copy and complete a table like the one below. Come back to this task later and see if you can do this again from memory.
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Exam tip


For each leader, make sure you are able to explain what they hoped to achieve at the peace conference.
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1.3 The peace treaties of 1919–1923 and the reaction to them


The terms of the Treaty of Versailles


Each of the defeated countries had to sign a different treaty with the victorious Allies. The most important treaty was with Germany, called the Treaty of Versailles. Wilson, Clemenceau and Lloyd George had to make compromises and none of them were happy with the final treaty. In the end, the Treaty was harsh. Its terms can be divided into five areas.
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Comment


Despite its harshness, the Treaty of Versailles was a compromise. Wilson, Lloyd George and Clemenceau were elected politicians who had to balance the need to achieve a long-term peace settlement with the wishes of the public in France, Britain and the USA. These factors were difficult to balance at the end of a world war.
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1. Guilt for the war


Germany was forced to accept the blame for starting the war. Most Germans were outraged by this.


2. Armed forces


Germany was forced to make major cuts in its armed forces to a level well below what it had been in 1914. German forces were seen as a major threat to the Allies.





•  The army was cut to 100,000 men.



•  Conscription was banned – soldiers had to be volunteers.



•  Germany was not allowed aircraft, submarines or armoured vehicles such as tanks.



•  The navy was only allowed six warships.



•  The Rhineland (see map on page 13) was demilitarised. This meant that no German soldiers were allowed into that area because it was on the border with France and Belgium.





3. Reparations


The Allied powers forced Germany to pay for the damage caused by the war. These payments were called reparations. The exact payment was finally agreed in 1921 and set at £6,600 million – a huge figure. Germany would have major problems in the 1920s making these payments. If the terms had not been changed by the Young Plan in 1929, Germany would still have been making reparations payments in 1984.


4. German territories


Germany lost some of its European territory (see table and map on page 13).


The Allied powers removed Germany’s overseas territories or colonies. Much of the land taken was given to the victorious powers, particularly Britain and France, and became known as mandates.


Other conditions were:





•  Anschluss (the joining together of Germany and Austria) was not allowed.



•  A new country called Czechoslovakia was created (by the Treaty of St Germain, see page 17), which included former parts of Austrian and German territory.
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Key terms


Conscription: compulsory military service in the armed forces. Most countries in Europe had a system where young men spent two or three years in the army.


Demilitarised: an area of land with no troops or weapons.


Colony: a country or area of land occupied and ruled by another country.


Mandate: an official order for territory to be taken under the control or protection of a certain country. Mandates are often made at the end of wars or long disputes.
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5. League of Nations


A League of Nations (see Chapter 2) was set up as an international police force to prevent future wars. Germany was not invited to join at the beginning until it could show that it had become a peace-loving nation.
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Exam tip


You need to know the key terms of the Treaty of Versailles and how they affected Germany and its people.





[image: ]





[image: ]






Revision task


Use bullet points to summarise how Germany and the German people were affected by the Treaty of Versailles.
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	Territory

	From German control to:

	Other points






	1 Alsace–Lorraine

	France

	 






	2 Eupen, Moresnet, Malmédy

	Belgium

	 






	3 North Schleswig

	Denmark

	After a vote (plebiscite)





	4 West Prussia and Posen

	Poland

	To give Poland a ‘corridor’ to the Baltic Sea






	5 Danzig

	League of Nations

	Free city controlled by League






	6 Memel

	Lithuania

	 






	7 Saar coalfields

	League of Nations (coal to be given to France)

	A plebiscite would be held after 15 years






	8 German colonies

	League of Nations

	Most controlled by Britain and France as mandates






	9 Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania

	Became independent states

	Germany had taken these states from Russia under the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
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Key terms


Plebiscite: a vote by the people of a state or region on an important question, such as union with another country.
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Comment


The terms of the Treaty of Versailles were very harsh on Germany. The need for revenge and punishment was seen as more important than the need to keep future peace. Wilson was very disappointed with the Treaty and his influence was limited to seeing self-determination in Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania and through the creation of the League of Nations. Germany was severely weakened, and forced to accept a humiliating settlement that its people saw as very unjust.
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Exam practice





1  What was the reparations settlement demanded by the Allies in the Treaty of Versailles?


(4 marks)
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Exam tip


This is typical of the questions you will face in questions 2 or 3.


This is a starter question. It tests your factual knowledge. Try to include four details about reparations as laid down in the Treaty of Versailles.
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German reaction to the Treaty of Versailles


The German people and Government, led by Friedrich Ebert, were horrified by the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. The Government even considered going back to war but eventually signed the Treaty in June 1919.


There was a real feeling of injustice in Germany:





•  Germans did not feel they had caused the war yet they were forced to sign the war guilt clause.



•  They did not feel they had lost the war. In 1918, many Germans did not know they had surrendered but had simply stopped fighting to make peace. Now they were being treated as the defeated enemy.



•  They felt that they should have been invited to the peace negotiations. This did not happen. The German Government had no influence over the terms of the Treaty and had to accept the decisions of the victorious powers without question.





War guilt and reparations


Germany not only had to accept the blame for starting the war (the war guilt clause) but also had to pay for the damage caused (reparations). Germans hated this. Their country was bankrupt, in ruins, and many people were starving.
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Exam practice





1  Explain why the Allies punished Germany harshly in the Treaty of Versailles.


(6 marks)
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Disarmament


Germans resented losing so much of their army, navy and air force. This was a real loss of pride and became a point of resentment. Although disarmament was one of Wilson’s ‘Fourteen Points’, the victorious Allies did not reduce their armed forces in the same way. German anger grew throughout the 1920s since no other country disarmed. Hitler was able to use this to his advantage in the 1930s.


German territories


The loss of German territory involved a loss of pride for most Germans.





•  Some Germans would now be living under foreign rulers.



•  The Saar, an important industrial area, was taken over by France.



•  German colonies were handed over to Britain, France and Japan.
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Exam tip


This tests your knowledge and understanding.





•  A low level answer (worth 1–3 marks) will simply describe one or several reasons the Allied leaders punished Germany in the Treaty.



•  A better answer (worth 4–6 marks) will need to describe AND explain the different motives of the Allied leaders, the pressures on them and the fact that the whole Treaty was a compromise.
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The ‘Fourteen Points’ and the League of Nations


Many Germans felt that Wilson’s ‘Fourteen Points’ had not been applied fairly. For example, whilst the people of Latvia in eastern Europe were given self-determination, many Germans were forced to live under foreign rulers – for example, in the Sudetenland (now part of the new state of Czechoslovakia), in North Schleswig (now part of Denmark), and in West Prussia, Posen and Upper Silesia (now in Poland).


Germany was further insulted by not being allowed to join the League of Nations.
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Comment


The bitter reaction of the German people to the terms of the Treaty of Versailles would cause significant problems throughout the 1920s and 1930s. Hitler not only used this hatred of the Treaty of Versailles to win support, but later also used it to justify rearming and expanding German territory and influence.
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Was German reaction to the Treaty justified?


The German reaction to the Treaty was only partly justified. For example:





•  It was widely felt that the Germans were operating double standards. The Germans had been much harsher in the terms of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk with Russia than the Allied powers were with Germany in the Treaty of Versailles.



•  Germans had no enthusiasm for Wilson’s ‘Fourteen Points’ but complained when self-determination was not applied to them.



•  The reparations sum was large, but was still only two per cent of Germany’s annual production.



•  Clemenceau wanted Germany to be broken up at the end of the First World War, but this was not supported by the other Allied powers.





The impact of the Treaty of Versailles on Germany


Very quickly, the Treaty began to cause major problems in Germany (see page 31).


The Weimar Republic


A new elected German government was set up at the end of the war. The new republic, under its leader Ebert, was very fragile and was forced to sign the hated Treaty of Versailles. This made the Weimar Government even more unpopular.


The Kapp Putsch, March 1920


Ex-German soldiers called the Freikorps, led by Dr Wolfgang Kapp, led a putsch against Ebert’s democratically elected government. Ebert survived the rebellion because workers in Berlin went on strike and refused to co-operate with Kapp. The rebellion failed and Kapp fled, but Germany still seemed in chaos.
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Comment


The years 1919–23 were years of misery for most German people. This was partly caused by the Treaty of Versailles, but partly by the effects of the First World War. Even so, most Germans blamed the Treaty and this hatred stayed with them for years.





[image: ]





Reparations


The new German Government made its first reparations payment in 1922, but it failed to make the payment date in 1923.


The French invasion of the Ruhr, January 1923


As Germany had fallen behind with its reparations payments, the French and Belgian Governments sent troops to occupy the German industrial area called the Ruhr. German workers in the Ruhr went on strike in protest at the invasion.


Hyperinflation, 1922–23


The strike in the Ruhr meant that no German goods were being produced so the German Government solved the problem by printing money. This had the disastrous effect of creating hyperinflation. The German economy collapsed and millions of Germans suffered as prices and wages rose out of control, and money and savings became worthless overnight.


Reaction to the Treaty of Versailles in Britain, France and the USA


In Britain, whilst the public seemed satisfied that Germany had been punished, Lloyd George thought that the harshness of the Treaty could cause another war later. He was, of course, correct.


In France, Clemenceau thought the Treaty was not harsh enough. He had wanted Germany broken up into its pre-1870 regions and the Rhineland handed over to France rather than merely demilitarised.


In the USA, Wilson was unable to get Congress to support the Treaty he had negotiated. Members of Congress refused to vote for it and therefore the USA did not join the League of Nations. Many Americans thought the USA should never have become involved in the First World War and did not want to be responsible for keeping the peace between the old European countries.
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Key terms


Putsch: a revolt, rebellion or uprising aimed at overthrowing the current government.


Hyperinflation: rapidly rising prices so that money becomes worthless.


Congress: the American representative assemblies (the equivalent of Parliament in Britain). There are two houses, the Senate and the House of Representatives.
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Exam tip


You need to know several reasons why each leader was satisfied or dissatisfied with the Treaty of Versailles and why the German people thought it was very harsh.
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Revision task


Complete your own copy of this diagram. Show how Germany reacted to the Treaty of Versailles by putting in statements which German people might have made. We have given you one example. You can add more boxes if you need them.
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Was the Treaty of Versailles fair?


The Treaty was criticised by many people at the time and, later, by historians.


Views expressed at the time


The Treaty was criticised for different reasons.





•  Some people said it was too harsh on Germany and they predicted that the Germans would seek revenge later.



•  Some argued it was not harsh enough and did not punish Germany sufficiently for a war it had started, which had cost so many lives.



•  Some believed the USSR should have been involved in the negotiations.
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Exam practice





1  How far were the German people dissatisfied with the terms of the Treaty of Versailles?


(10 marks)








[image: ]





Views of historians


With hindsight we know that the treaty failed to prevent another war, and indeed some argue it helped cause the Second World War. Historians generally agree that the Treaty of Versailles had great weaknesses. In particular they say to humiliate Germany was short-sighted, however it is probably fair to say that whilst the Treaty of Versailles was harsh, the peacemakers had a very difficult task balancing the demands of people in their own countries against the need to make a secure peace. Most historians would agree that the Treaty was as fair as could have been expected at the time and circumstances in which it was created.
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Revision task


Make four copies of the table below. Complete them to show the fairness and unfairness of the Treaty of Versailles according to the following leaders:




  •  Woodrow Wilson, President of the USA


  •  Georges Clemenceau, French Prime Minister


  •  David Lloyd George, British Prime Minister


  •  Friedrich Ebert, German Chancellor.









	Versailles: fair

	Versailles: unfair
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Exam tip


This question tests your knowledge and understanding but it goes further. A question that starts ‘How far …’ is also inviting you to evaluate. In your exam, question 2c) or 3c) will usually include an element of evaluation like this.


You know that the Germans hated the Treaty of Versailles but this question is asking you to judge which aspects of it they most resented and why. Different groups in German society resented certain aspects more than others, e.g. the loss of territory, or reduction in armed forces.
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Other peace treaties


The Treaty of Versailles dealt only with Germany. Once it was settled, the ‘Big Three’ left the conference and their assistants worked out the rest of the treaties dealing with Germany’s allies. They used the Treaty of Versailles as a model.


Treaty of St Germain, 1919: Austria





•  This treaty separated Austria from Hungary.



•  It forbade any future Anschluss between Austria and Germany.



•  It forced Austria to disarm.



•  It also took territory from Austria as shown below:









	Territory

	From Austria to:

	Comments






	Bohemia and Moravia

	New state of Czechoslovakia

	 






	Bosnia and Herzegovina

	New state of Yugoslavia

	Also included the former kingdom of Serbia










•  Austria also lost Galicia to Poland, South Tyrol, Istria and Trieste to Italy and Bukovina to Romania.



•  After this treaty, Austria was no longer a leading power in Europe.
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Key terms


Anschluss: German union with Austria to form a single country.
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The old Austrian empire had already collapsed by 1918. The Treaty of St Germain was really about sorting out a chaotic jumble of territories into new states rather than punishing Austria.


Italy was not happy with this treaty. It felt it should have received more land from Austria. On the other hand, many millions in eastern Europe were given self-determination and freedom to rule themselves.


Austria suffered severe economic problems after the war, since much of its industry had gone to Czechoslovakia.


Treaty of Trianon, 1920: Hungary


This treaty was not signed until 1920 but, unlike the Treaty of St Germain, the main terms involved the transfer of territories:






	Territory

	From Hungary to:






	Ruthenia, Slovakia

	Czechoslovakia






	Slovenia, Croatia

	Yugoslavia







Hungary was reduced in a similar way to Austria. It lost a lot of territory and population. Its industry suffered because it lost territories from which it drew raw materials. Like Austria, Hungary had to disarm.


Treaty of Neuilly, 1919: Bulgaria


Bulgaria lost territory to Greece, Romania and Yugoslavia and also lost its access to the sea. Like the other defeated countries, Bulgaria had to disarm.


Bulgaria had played a relatively small part in the war and was treated less harshly than its allies. Nevertheless, many Bulgarians were governed by foreign powers by 1920.


Treaty of Sèvres, 1920: Turkey


Turkey was important because of its strategic position and the size of its empire. Its territorial losses are shown here:






	Territory

	From Turkey to:






	Smyrna

	Greece






	Palestine, Iraq, Transjordan

	League mandates under British control






	Syria

	League mandates under French control







Turkey also effectively lost control of the straits to the Black Sea. It also had to accept formally that many of its former lands (for example, Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco) were now independent or under British or French mandates (control). In practice, this was already true, but under this treaty, Turkey had to accept the arrangement.


This treaty outraged the Turks. Turkish nationalists, led by Mustafa Kemal, challenged its terms by driving Greeks out of Smyrna. The result was the Treaty of Lausanne (1923), which returned Smyrna to Turkey.


Sèvres was not a successful treaty. The Turks successfully resisted part of it. The motives of Britain and France in taking control of former Turkish colonies were questionable. The Arabs, who had helped the British in the war, gained little. Palestine was also a controversial area and remains a troubled region to the present day.


Judgements on the other treaties


The other peace treaties have often been criticised in a similar way to the Treaty of Versailles.





•  Many of the new countries were unstable and not used to democratic elections.



•  There were so many nationalities in Europe that it was not possible to apply self-determination to all of the new states created.



•  In general, Versailles and the other treaties created an unstable Europe.
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Chapter 1: Were the peace treaties of 1919-1923 fair?

1.3 The peace treaties of 1919-1923 and the
reaction to them

The terms of the Treaty of Versailles

Each of the defeated countries had to sign a different treaty with the victorious
Alles. The most important treaty was with Germany, called the Treaty of Versalles.
Wilson, Clemenceau and Lloyd George had to make compromises and none of
them were happy with the final treaty. In the end, the Treaty was harsh. It terms
can be divided into five arcas.

1. Guilt for the war

Germany was forced to accept the blame for starting the war. Most Germans were
outraged by this.

2. Armed forces

Germany was forced to make major cuts n its armed forces to a level wel below
what it had been in 1914. German forces were scen as a major threat to the Allcs.
The army was cut to 100,000 men.
Conseription was banned — soldicrs had to be voluntecrs.
Germany was not allowed aircraft, submarines or armoured vehicles such
as tanks.
“The navy was only allowed six warships.
The Rhincland (sec map on page 13) was demilitarised. This meant that no
German soldiers were allowed into that arca because it was on the border with
France and Belgium.

3. Reparations

‘The Allied powers forced Germany t pay for the da sed by che war. These
payments were called reparations. The exact payment was finally agreed in 1921 and
secat £6,600 million — a huge figure. Germany would have major problems in the
19205 making these payments. I the terms had not been changed by the Young Plan
in 1929, Germany would stll have been making reparations payments in 1984.

4. German territories
Germany lost some of its European territory (see table and map on page 13).

“The Allied powers removed Germany's overseas terrtories or colonies. Much of
the land taken was given to the victorious powers, particularly Britain and France,
and became known as mandates.

Other conditions were:
® Anschluss (the joining together of Germany and Austria) was not allowed.
© Anew country called Crechoslovakia was created (by the Treaty of St Germaiy

see page 17), which included former parts of Austrian and German territor

5. League of Nations

A League of Nations (sce Chaprer 2) was set up as an international police force to
prevent future wars, Germany was not invited to join at the beginning until it
could show that it had become a peace-loving nation.

Revision task

Use bullet points to summarise how Germany and the German people were affected
by the Treary of Versalls.
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1.3: The peace treaties of 1918-1823 and the reaction to them

Territor From German control to:  Other points

1 Alsace-Lorraine | France

2 Eupen, Moresnet, | Belgium
Maimédy

3 North Schleswig | Denmark

4 West Prussiaand | Poland To give Poland a ‘corridor’ to
Posen the Baltic Sea

After a vote (plebiscite)

5 Danzig League of Nations Fres ity controlled by

League

6 Memel Lithuania
7 Saar coalfields

League of Nations (coal to | A plebiscite wouid be held
be given to France) after 15 years

Most controlled by Brtain
and France as mandates.

8 German colonies | League of Nations

Key terms
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such as union
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Comment

9 Estonia, Latvia, | Became independent
Lithuania states

Germany had taken these
states from Russia under the
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
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Germany's European territories lost after the peace treaties of 19191923

Exam practice

1 What was the reparacions settlement demanded by the Alles in the
Tieaty of Versailles? 4 marks)

The terms of the Treaty
of Versailles were very
harsh on Germany. The
need for revenige and
punishment was seen
as more important than
the need to keep future
peace. Wilson was very
disappointed with the
Treaty and his influence
was limited 10 sceing self
determination in Latvia,
Estonia and Lithuania
and through the
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of Nations. Germany
was severely weakened,
and forced to accept a
Iuniliating sertlement
that its people saw as
very unjust






