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Dr. Terdema Ussery and his wife, Jean, have together been an inspiration and role model to our family the past thirty years. For as long as we have known them, Terdema and Jean graciously opened their home to a weekly Tuesday night Bible study entitled “The ABCs of Christianity.” This Bible study fostered our growth and understanding of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. These enriched classes included not only biblical knowledge, fellowship with the saints, and a spiritual worship experience but also endless refreshments and hospitality.


When Pastor Ussery became the interim pastor of our church, his abilities to lead were highlighted. Under his pastorate the church tripled in size and programs were instituted, supported, and performed with fidelity. There was a sense of enthusiasm for the Word and the work of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Morale was at an all-time high! He gave life to old bones.


His dedicated teaching of the ABCs of Christianity is well-known throughout the United Church of Christ community. Now that this book is published, it will be useful to many—clergy and laymen!


Patricia A. Mattison, M.A., and Charles A. Mattison, D.D.S., D.Min.
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Many people think you need to study Christianity to have a relationship with God. However, just because you studied something and committed it to memory does not mean you understand it and can practice it in your life. You need to study more deeply than that. Studying the Bible—its structure, simplicities, perplexities, and analogies—gives you the skills that are necessary to have a relationship with God. A divine and innate presence is in all of us. Yet until you wake up to the essential meaning of the Bible, you will continue to live outside yourself, searching for a higher power.


I have lived my life with an intuitive reverence for God. I know for sure that there is not a place on earth where God does not exist. I have experienced tumultuous times as well as moments of enthusiasm, and in all of them, I have been met with the presence of God.


I take great delight, pleasure, gratification, and enjoyment in writing what I have learned on my well-lived spiritual journey. I’ve been looking back through my mind’s eye since the precious age of six.


I was born on a cold day in August 1931. Some may say that I entered life without the likelihood to thrive. I emerged from the womb at seven months and was fed sweet potatoes from the end of my grandmother’s finger. The positive energy and love from my grandmother allowed me to sprout into a healthy boy. I grew up on a ninety-acre farm, where I gave myself to Christ at the age of twelve while attending our neighborhood Providence AME Church, in Gurdon, Arkansas.


My early relationship with God allowed me to see myself as a part of God’s great scheme. My relationship with God allowed me to honor the fact that I am a “jack of all trades, master of none.” If you need carpentry work, electrical wiring, a needle threaded, or a blueprint made, I can do it. I am attuned to the collection of physical gifts God has bestowed on me, and with the spiritual gifts as well. The spiritual insights God has seen fit to give me in my experiences along life’s way I now call lessons—or ABCs.


I was first compelled to share these lessons in 1975, when my wife, Jean, and a group of women asked me to teach a Bible study class. My initial response was, “I do not want to teach a women-only group.”


Jean said, “Everyone thinks you teach the Bible the best,” and asked, “Would you do it for me?”


Well, that was the end of the conversation. I did it.


This handbook represents the centerpiece of my life, the most introspective look at the two things that matter most to me in life:




• Living in the “now.” All we really have is right now.


• Having a personal relationship with God. Nothing is more valuable in life than having a relationship with God.




May this book be of service to you who want to live in the now and actively know God. All is joy in knowing and believing.


The outline format of this book has great advantages over wordy, preachy books. This book is meant to be used along with your Bible, Internet Bible site, or Bible app—whichever translation or version you prefer. Those who are reading or teaching may use this book as an outline to which they can add more detail.


Pastor Terdema Ussery, J.D., MM.















HOW TO USE THIS BOOK AND YOUR BIBLE
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This book is a basic outline of Christian beliefs. You may use this book with any Bible translation you choose. I explain terms that may be unfamiliar to you in the glossary here, but you may also want to use your own Bible dictionary. I use no abbreviations for the sixty-six books that make up the Bible, but your Bible app might, so below is a list of the sixty-six books with commonly used abbreviations for them.


BOOK NAME: Genesis


ABBREVIATIONS: Gen, Ge, Gn


BOOK NAME: Exodus


ABBREVIATIONS: Exo, Ex, Exod


BOOK NAME: Leviticus


ABBREVIATIONS: Lev, Le, Lv


BOOK NAME: Numbers


ABBREVIATIONS: Num, Nu, Nm, Nb


BOOK NAME: Deuteronomy


ABBREVIATIONS: Deut, Dt


BOOK NAME: Joshua


ABBREVIATIONS: Josh, Jos, Jsh


BOOK NAME: Judges


ABBREVIATIONS: Judg, Jdg, Jg, Jdgs


BOOK NAME: Ruth


ABBREVIATIONS: Rth, Ru


BOOK NAME: 1 Samuel


ABBREVIATIONS: 1 Sam, 1 Sa, 1Samuel, 1S, I Sa, 1 Sm, 1Sa, I Sam, 1Sam, I Samuel, 1st Samuel, First Samuel


BOOK NAME: 2 Samuel


ABBREVIATIONS: 2 Sam, 2 Sa, 2S, II Sa, 2 Sm, 2Sa, II Sam, 2Sam, II Samuel, 2Samuel, 2nd Samuel, Second Samuel


BOOK NAME: 1 Kings


ABBREVIATIONS: 1 Kgs, 1 Ki, 1K, I Kgs, 1Kgs, I Ki, 1Ki, I Kings, 1Kings, 1st Kgs, 1st Kings, First Kings, First Kgs, 1Kin


BOOK NAME: 2 Kings


ABBREVIATIONS: 2 Kgs, 2 Ki, 2K, II Kgs, 2Kgs, II Ki, 2Ki, II Kings, 2Kings, 2nd Kgs, 2nd Kings, Second Kings, Second Kgs, 2Kin


BOOK NAME: 1 Chronicles


ABBREVIATIONS: 1 Chron, 1 Ch, I Ch, 1Ch, 1 Chr, I Chr, 1Chr, I Chron, 1Chron, I Chronicles, 1Chronicles, 1st Chronicles, First Chronicles


BOOK NAME: 2 Chronicles


ABBREVIATIONS: 2 Chron, 2 Ch, II Ch, 2Ch, II Chr, 2Chr, II Chron, 2Chron, II Chronicles, 2Chronicles, 2nd Chronicles, Second Chronicles


BOOK NAME: Ezra


ABBREVIATIONS: Ezra, Ezr


BOOK NAME: Nehemiah


ABBREVIATIONS: Neh, Ne


BOOK NAME: Esther


ABBREVIATIONS: Esth, Es


BOOK NAME: Job


ABBREVIATIONS: Job, Job, Jb


BOOK NAME: Psalm


ABBREVIATIONS: Pslm, Ps, Psalms, Psa, Psm, Pss


BOOK NAME: Proverbs


ABBREVIATIONS: Prov, Pr, Prv


BOOK NAME: Ecclesiastes


ABBREVIATIONS: Eccles, Ec, Ecc, Qoh, Qoheleth


BOOK NAME: Song of Solomon


ABBREVIATIONS: Song, So, Canticle of Canticles, Canticles, Song of Songs, SOS


BOOK NAME: Isaiah


ABBREVIATIONS: Isa, Is


BOOK NAME: Jeremiah


ABBREVIATIONS: Jer, Je, Jr


BOOK NAME: Lamentations


ABBREVIATIONS: Lam, La


BOOK NAME: Ezekiel


ABBREVIATIONS: Ezek, Eze, Ezk


BOOK NAME: Daniel


ABBREVIATIONS: Dan, Da, Dn


BOOK NAME: Hosea


ABBREVIATIONS: Hos, Ho


BOOK NAME: Joel


ABBREVIATIONS: Joel, Joe, Jl


BOOK NAME: Amos


ABBREVIATIONS: Amos, Am


BOOK NAME: Obadiah


ABBREVIATIONS: Obad, Ob


BOOK NAME: Jonah


ABBREVIATIONS: Jnh, Jon


BOOK NAME: Micah


ABBREVIATIONS: Micah, Mic


BOOK NAME: Nahum


ABBREVIATIONS: Nah, Na


BOOK NAME: Habakkuk


ABBREVIATIONS: Hab, Hab


BOOK NAME: Zephaniah


ABBREVIATIONS: Zeph, Zep, Zp


BOOK NAME: Haggai


ABBREVIATIONS: Haggai, Hag, Hg


BOOK NAME: Zechariah


ABBREVIATIONS: Zech, Zec, Zc


BOOK NAME: Malachi


ABBREVIATIONS: Mal, Mal, Ml


BOOK NAME: Matthew


ABBREVIATIONS: Matt, Mt


BOOK NAME: Mark


ABBREVIATIONS: Mrk, Mk, Mr


BOOK NAME: Luke


ABBREVIATIONS: Luk, Lk


BOOK NAME: John


ABBREVIATIONS: John, Jn, Jhn


BOOK NAME: Acts


ABBREVIATIONS: Acts, Ac


BOOK NAME: Romans


ABBREVIATIONS: Rom, Ro, Rm


BOOK NAME: 1 Corinthians


ABBREVIATIONS: 1 Cor, 1 Co, I Co, 1Co, I Cor, 1Cor, I Corinthians, 1Corinthians, 1st Corinthians, First Corinthians


BOOK NAME: 2 Corinthians


ABBREVIATIONS: 2 Cor, 2 Co, II Co, 2Co, II Cor, 2Cor, II Corinthians, 2Corinthians, 2nd Corinthians, Second Corinthians


BOOK NAME: Galatians


ABBREVIATIONS: Gal, Ga


BOOK NAME: Ephesians


ABBREVIATIONS: Ephes, Eph


BOOK NAME: Philippians


ABBREVIATIONS: Phil, Php


BOOK NAME: Colossians


ABBREVIATIONS: Col, Col


BOOK NAME: 1 Thessalonians


ABBREVIATIONS: 1 Thess, 1 Th, I Th, 1Th, I Thes, 1Thes, I Thess, 1Thess, I Thessalonians, 1Thessalonians, 1st Thessalonians, First Thessalonians


BOOK NAME: 2 Thessalonians


ABBREVIATIONS: 2 Thess, 2 Th, II Th, 2Th, II Thes, 2Thes, II Thess, 2Thess, II Thessalonians, 2Thessalonians, 2nd Thessalonians, Second Thessalonians


BOOK NAME: 1 Timothy


ABBREVIATIONS: 1 Tim, 1 Ti, I Ti, 1Ti, I Tim, 1Tim, I Timothy, 1Timothy, 1st Timothy, First Timothy


BOOK NAME: 2 Timothy


ABBREVIATIONS: 2 Tim, 2 Ti, II Ti, 2Ti, II Tim, 2Tim, II Timothy, 2Timothy, 2nd Timothy, Second Timothy


BOOK NAME: Titus


ABBREVIATIONS: Titus, Tit


BOOK NAME: Philemon


ABBREVIATIONS: Philem, Phm


BOOK NAME: Hebrews


ABBREVIATIONS: Hebrews, Heb


BOOK NAME: James


ABBREVIATIONS: James, Jas, Jm


BOOK NAME: 1 Peter


ABBREVIATIONS: 1 Pet, 1 Pe, I Pe, 1Pe, I Pet, 1Pet, I Pt, 1 Pt, 1Pt, I Peter, 1Peter, 1st Peter, First Peter


BOOK NAME: 2 Peter


ABBREVIATIONS: 2 Pet, 2 Pe, II Pe, 2Pe, II Pet, 2Pet, II Pt, 2 Pt, 2Pt, II Peter, 2Peter, 2nd Peter, Second Peter


BOOK NAME: 1 John


ABBREVIATIONS: 1 John, 1 Jn, I Jn, 1Jn, I Jo, 1Jo, I Joh, 1Joh, I Jhn, 1 Jhn, 1Jhn, I John, 1John, 1st John, First John


BOOK NAME: 2 John


ABBREVIATIONS: 2 John, 2 Jn, II Jn, 2Jn, II Jo, 2Jo, II Joh, 2Joh, II Jhn, 2 Jhn, 2Jhn, II John, 2John, 2nd John, Second John


BOOK NAME: 3 John


ABBREVIATIONS: 3 John, 3 Jn, III Jn, 3Jn, III Jo, 3Jo, III Joh, 3Joh, III Jhn, 3 Jhn, 3Jhn, III John, 3John, 3rd John, Third John


BOOK NAME: Jude


ABBREVIATIONS: Jude, Jud


BOOK NAME: Revelation


ABBREVIATIONS: Rev, Re, The Revelation


Logos, Bible Book Name Abbreviations, https://www.logos.com/support/windows/L3/book_abbreviations


Let’s Decode Bible Book Chapters and Verses


Each of the sixty-six books of the Bible is broken into chapters and verses, except one. The exception is Philemon. That book has only one chapter, so it contains only verses.


John 3:16, for example, means the book of John, chapter 3, verse 16. When I provide the name of a Bible book with its chapter and verse, find the verse using your Bible or your preferred Internet Bible site or your Bible app. Read the verse carefully. What the Bible says is more important than what I say. This book is only a guide to help you draw out the meaning of the Bible. My goal is to help you make sense of what the Bible says and apply it to your own life.


It can be confusing to find some of the books of the Bible because quite a few have the same name. Only the number in front of the name lets you tell them apart.






	1 Samuel

	 

	2 John






	2 Samuel

	 

	3 John






	1 Kings

	 

	1 Thessalonians






	2 Kings

	 

	2 Thessalonians






	1 Chronicles

	 

	1 Timothy






	2 Chronicles

	 

	2 Timothy






	John

	 

	1 Peter






	1 John

	 

	2 Peter








How to Choose a Bible or Bible App



If you use a smartphone, tablet, e-book reader, or laptop you have a wide choice of Bibles available in your “app store” and many are free. Choose any one you like. Make sure you learn how to access the Bible when you are offline—not connected to the Internet.


Whether you choose to read the Bible on an app, on the Internet, or on paper, you will have to select a translation. As you’ll learn in the chapter entitled “The Bible,” the Bible was not written in English. It was written in ancient languages that have to be translated into languages we understand. The King James Version (KJV) was an English translation completed in 1611, more than four hundred years ago. While it is in English, it’s not in the English we speak today. And while many think the “thees” and “thous” of the KJV mean it is the real Bible, this is simply not true. Other translations that use current, easily understood English more accurately reflect those ancient Bible scrolls. So, choose a Bible translation that you can read and understand easily.


Christians sometimes argue the merits of one translation versus another. These arguments are usually based on denominations or people’s beliefs on specific religious subjects. Don’t get caught up in these arguments. ABCs of Christianity is meant to foster your relationship with the God of the Bible. Pick up whatever Bible you have and let’s go meet God!















GOD
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The Bible nowhere attempts to prove the existence of God. The Old and New Testament writers took the existence of God for granted. The Bible begins with the fact that God is. You may say you “just know” God exists or “can just feel” God. Others say they sense God in the wind, in natural beauty, or the awe and orderliness of the universe. Yet others say they see God in people, in their love, compassion, and kind acts. Any argument of the Almighty’s existence would be inconclusive. We will not argue; we will start by just saying, “God is.”


GOD IS THE ONLY INFINITE AND ETERNAL BEING



God has no beginning and no end. Genesis 1:1–2, Revelation 1:8


God is the creator and sustainer of all things. Colossians 1:16–17, John 1:3, 1 Corinthians 8:6


God is the supreme personal intelligence. Colossians 2:3


God is the righteous ruler of the universe. Deuteronomy 4:39, 1 Chronicles 29:12


God is life, and, therefore, the only source of life. Job 33:4


God is alive and true, in contrast to lifeless idols and the whole false system of idolatry. Psalm 96:4–6. We live in a society that idolizes those who idolize themselves!


God can be known through the Bible. 2 Timothy 3:16–17




• By prophets in the Old Testament Hebrews 1:1


• Through Jesus Christ in the New Testament Hebrews 1:2




GOD HAS A PERSONALITY



God’s personality is expressed in many ways:


God loves. John 3:16


God hates. Proverbs 6:16


God cares. 1 Peter 5:7


God grieves. Genesis 6:6


Only a personality can do the above. Therefore, God must be a personal being.


GOD’S NATURE



God is beyond human comprehension, so the following nine aspects of God found in the Bible are incomplete, but they do give us an indication of the nature of God:


The nature of God is expressed in divine compassion. Psalm 103:13


There is no evil in God, only good. 1 John 1:5, Psalm 92:15


God is holy. Leviticus 11:44–45


God is a spirit—God’s divine essence. John 4:24


God can be present with us. Genesis 3:8


God can communicate with us. Exodus 3:4–5, 1 Kings 19:11–13, John 10:27


God has all knowledge. Psalm 33:13–15, 147:5


God holds all power. Revelation 19:6


God is present everywhere. Psalm 139:7–10


True or false: If God is everywhere present, we can worship any object.


False: God is everywhere but God is not in everything. God is spirit, and those who worship God must worship in spirit and in truth. John 4:24



THE GRACE OF GOD



Grace is the love and mercy of God in action. Ephesians 2:8–9, Lamentations 3:22, Psalm 103:8


Love is a positive force that generates from a perfect God.


Mercy is the mitigation a perfect God extends toward the negative force of human sin.


Taken together, they make grace: Mercy + Love = Grace.


God’s grace is unconditional and forever. Romans 8:38–39


It is not given on the condition that we hold out until the end.


It is not given on the condition that we do the right things.


It is not given on the condition that we succeed or do not fail.


It is not given on the condition that we do our best.


God’s grace is all we need, no matter what our failings. 2 Corinthians 12:9


All are invited to partake of God’s grace. Titus 2:11


The grace of God justifies—declares not guilty, acquits in the court of heaven. (This happens when we are saved.) Romans 3:23–24


God’s grace makes every believer an heir to eternal life. Titus 3:7, John 1:12


The grace of God teaches believers to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, to live soberly, and be moderate, in control. Titus 2:11–12


What is grace then?


It is the unlimited love of God expressed in the gift of God’s Son, Jesus, who is our Savior.


It is the undeserved love of God toward all of us who do the wrong things.


THE TRINITY OF GOD



“Trinity” mean God’s existence as three distinct persons in one God. Think of water. Water can be liquid, solid (ice), or gas (steam). Water can take three forms, but in each form it is water. The Bible refers to God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.




• Father—invisible, sent Jesus Christ, heads the divine Trinity 1 Peter 1:2–3, John 1:18, John 14:28


• Jesus Christ—the Son, God manifested in the flesh Hebrews 1:8, John 1:14


• Holy Spirit—God in action on humanity Ezekiel 36:27




We can also think of God as Creator, Redeemer, and Spirit.


God reveals to us our sin. John 16:7–11


God guides believers into all truths. John 16:12–15


The Trinity is not explicit in the Old Testament. It is only implied in plural statements such as “Let us make man.” Genesis 1:26 KJV. “Us” means more than one. The Trinity is revealed in the New Testament. Matthew 3:16–17


Christ is baptized in water.


The Father speaks from heaven.


The Holy Spirit descends like a dove.


In the name of all three persons we are to be baptized.


Look at the Trinity like your human body/soul/spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:23. In the Trinity is one God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—in perfect unity. 1 John 5:6–8.
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