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	masc./m.


	masculine







	fem./f.


	feminine







	sing.


	singular







	plu./pl.


	plural







	infinit./inf.


	infinitive







	past.part/pp


	past participle







	pt.p


	present participle







	Q


	question







	A


	answer
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Meet the authors


Robin fell in love early with French and has lived and studied in France and taught at all levels, but mainly in universities. She was the foundation Director of the Centre for Applied Language Studies at the University of Dundee, creating the innovative programme of communicative language teaching and setting up exchanges with French universities so that she could spend as much time in France as possible.


Brigitte comes from St Amand in the north of France. After studying English, she began to teach French to English speakers in Scotland, specializing in communicative methodologies and in comparisons between the two languages. She has taught French to students at many levels and done postgraduate work in teaching languages to adults. She is now the Convener of Languages at the University of Dundee.


We have enjoyed teaching French together for nearly 20 years. We are convinced that the best approach to learning a foreign language is to have two teachers – one who speaks your own language and a native speaker. Our students – undergraduates, school pupils, primary school teachers and postgraduates – have always appreciated our double act and we hope you will too.


And our Franco-Scottish background explains why the story that underpins our grammar involves a visit from a Scottish family to their son’s future in-laws in St Amand. It was a pleasure preparing this book for you and we hope you’ll enjoy following the story and learning Essential French grammar with us.





1: Only got a minute?



French is, after English, the world’s second most popular language with foreign learners. Because it is the modern language that has had most influence on English, English speakers start with a definite advantage.


French is: a romance language; spoken on all five continents; spoken in over 50 countries; an official language of many international agencies, including the United Nations and the European Union; the language of fashion, wine and food; the language of international trade and diplomacy.


Most French words come from Latin, and many of them later came from French into English so they will be familiar to you. The grammar also has similarities to English and other Indo-European languages in terms of: word order; sentence construction; verb tenses.


Luckily for you, you won’t need to learn many new grammatical concepts, but you will have to add some details to the English grammar you already know.


For example:


 




	All French nouns have gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular or plural).


	Everything in a sentence that relates to each noun – articles, adjectives, verbs – must show the gender (grammatical agreement) and number (number agreement) of the noun.


	French has nine subject pronouns and six verb forms that agree with them.


	French has three past tenses doing different jobs from the English past tenses. It does not have the continuous tenses (verbs with a word ending in -ing, for example: I am reading) which are so common in English.


	French uses the subjunctive much more than English.





In this book, we’ll guide you through all the French grammar you need, so that by the end you’ll have mastered the essential aspects of the language and be able to use it with confidence.





5: Only got five minutes?



French is the world’s second most popular language with foreign learners. It is a romance language, spoken on all five continents and in over 50 countries. It is an official language of many international agencies, of the United Nations and of course of the European Union. French is the language of fashion, wine and food, and of international trade and diplomacy. If you want to speak and write French with pleasure and confidence beyond the tourist level, you will need a secure knowledge of the grammar.


This book will show you that grammar can be enjoyable as well as useful. It will take you through the structures you need to move your accuracy, fluency and confidence in both spoken and written French to a new and exciting level.


Because French is the modern language that has had most influence on English, English speakers start with definite advantages in vocabulary and grammar. You will find more about this on our web pages at www.teachyourself.com and on http://french.about.com/. Pronunciation, however, can be a problem, so you will need to work on it using recordings and the Internet and through contact with native speakers. In this book about French grammar, we have limited the vocabulary so that you will find the grammatical examples easier to understand, and we have not attempted to cover the details of pronunciation.


Most French words come from Latin, and many of them later came from French into English so they will be familiar to you (for example abdication, abdomen, lieutenant, limitation, lingerie, magazine, mannequin, referendum, refuge). Spelling can cause difficulties though, particularly learning to use essential accents (for example étudiant, problème, français, pâté, naïve).


An important feature for English speakers learning French is agreement – an essential and reassuring aspect of French grammar. All French nouns have masculine or feminine gender, even though this may not seem logical: for example le château (the castle), la maison (the house). They also have number (singular or plural). Everything in a sentence that relates to each noun – articles, adjectives, verbs – will usually show the noun’s gender (gender agreement: le beau château, la belle maison) and its number (number agreement: deux beaux châteaux, trois belles maisons). Once you’ve mastered the agreement patterns, you’ll wonder how English does without them.


Pronouns need to be fitted into a web of agreements too. When you’re learning French verbs, you will have to adjust to the idea of nine subject pronouns and make sure that every verb changes to agree with them, usually by changing the ending: for example je chante (I sing), vous chantez (you sing).


French verbs also have endings that change for each subject depending on the tense, for example je chante/nous chantons (I/we sing), je chantais/vous chantiez (I/you used to sing), je chanterai/ils chanteront (I/they shall/will sing). Regular verbs may end in -er, -ir or -re and they follow three predictable patterns. But many verbs, especially the most common, are irregular and each one has to be learned! French has three past tenses doing different jobs from the English past tenses, and it does not have the compound continuous tenses (verbs with a word ending in -ing, for example I am reading) which are so common in English. It uses the subjunctive much more than English.


Adjectives in French are a key element in mastering the language. Apart from adjusting them to their noun by following the pattern of agreements, you may find their place in the sentence is different in French (le château français, la ville anglaise).


Once you have learned to use – and love – all these features of the grammar, you can be confident that you can enjoy using the rich expressive resources of French in any situation.





10: Only got ten minutes?



Because French is the world’s second most popular language (after English) with foreign learners, there is a mass of information available to help you in the early stages. This book is for the next step: it will give you all the essential grammar you need to move your accuracy, fluency and confidence in both spoken and written French to a new level. For other aspects of learning French, you will need to supplement the book with our web pages (www.teachyourself.com), other French language websites (for example http://french.about.com/), books, recordings and computer programs.


As a romance language, French is closely connected to other European languages such as Spanish and Italian. It is spoken on all five continents and in over 50 countries and is an official language of many international agencies: the European Union and the Council of Europe, the United Nations, the OECD, the Red Cross, the Olympic Games, UNESCO and NATO. French can open new horizons for you. It is considered to be the language of culture, art, music, literature, fashion, wine and food, and of international trade and diplomacy. If you want to speak and write French with pleasure and confidence in areas like these, a secure knowledge of the grammar is essential. The grammar in this book is presented in an enjoyable way to help you reach the high level you are aiming for.


We recommend that you start a notebook when you begin this course – either set it up on your computer or buy one specially as your trusty learning companion. At various points in the book, we will suggest what you need to make a note of, and gradually you will have ideas of your own about how to create your personal grammar support system.



Vocabulary


As a speaker of English, you will already have realized that you have a head start in recognizing and understanding French words. Because of their shared history, particularly their derivation from Latin, English and French have many words in common and the basic features of grammar are not radically different. However, there are challenging differences in pronunciation and spelling and you will have to work on these as well as on the grammar in this book. Because we are concentrating on grammar in this book, we have limited the vocabulary to the context of the storyline. You will need to do extra work on new vocabulary in the areas you are interested in – reading French on-screen or from books and newspapers and making lists in your notebook as you go.


Make alphabetical, subject and gender lists of French words that are familiar to you and keep adding to your lists as your French improves. You will notice that some areas of English vocabulary are very close to French: for example food (le menu, le restaurant, le café, la casserole, le dîner, le champagne) and fashion (la mode, la robe, la blouse, le mannequin, le bouton, le costume, la cravate, l’uniforme). Be sure to check the spelling and find out if the meaning is the same in both languages. Another list of false friends (for example la casserole, le costume) might be helpful.


Pronunciation


Mastering where to put the emphasis in words, and learning to pronounce nasal sounds and other vowels, will certainly repay the effort. You can get help with pronunciation from other books in this series, from the Internet, from French films on DVD and by meeting and talking to native speakers.



Spelling


The accents, which seem very fiddly to English speakers, are vitally important, especially for pronunciation. They are possibly the biggest spelling problem for English speakers. Knowing this, you may want to start by preparing a section of your notebook where you note accented words as you meet them. From your lists work out:


 




	which accents are most frequent


	which letters are most often accented.





Two practical tips:


 




	Practise writing accented words, adding the accents as you go, rather than reaching the end of the word and then going back to add them.


	You will need to find out how your word-processing program produces accents, adding the accents as you type.





Grammar


French grammar has many similarities to English – this makes the differences all the more tricky and important. Here are a few of the more interesting points of French grammar that this book will help you to use with confidence.


AGREEMENT


One of the reassuring characteristics of French is the network of agreements that holds sentences together:


 




	All French nouns have masculine or feminine gender, even though this may not seem logical: for example le livre (the book), la bibliothèque (the library). When you learn a noun, be sure to learn its gender at the same time.


	
Other words in the sentence that relate to each noun show this relationship by taking the noun’s gender (gender agreement: ce livre français est intéressant; la grande bibliothèque ouvre à 11 heures) and its number – singular or plural (number agreement: les livres nouveaux sont arrivés; les bibliothèques universitaires ouvrent à neuf heures).





When you get used to this comforting network, you’ll wonder why English doesn’t do the same thing!


PRONOUNS


 




	French uses many types of pronoun – subject, object, relative, possessive – and they also fit into the web of agreements binding the parts of a sentence together.


	You’ll have to learn to use nine different subject pronouns – instead of seven in English – and change the verb to agree with them. Usually you do this by changing the ending: je lis; vous lisez; nous lisons.


	Object pronouns (ils le lisent) can also play a role in developing the web of agreements. As you will see, they follow strict rules of word order.





VERBS


 




	The infinitives of French verbs show by their endings (-er, -ir, -re) which of three predictable patterns they follow. You’ll need some more lists to help you learn the endings for each type of infinitive.


	Like English, French has many irregular verbs and they are often the most frequently used. Learning how to use them is one of the pleasures of French grammar. Lists in your notebook will help here too.


	The endings of French verbs not only reflect the subject (subject agreement) but also show the verb tense (time agreement): j’étudie le français (I study French), j’étudiais le français (I used to study French), j’étudierai le français (I shall study French).


	
The French past tenses (perfect, imperfect, past historic) do different jobs from the English past tenses and they work together in a different way.


	French does not have the continuous tenses so typical of English (I am studying, I was studying), so you have to get used to using other tenses to express this idea.


	Some French verb tenses are composed of only one word: il écrit en français (he writes in French), il écrivait en français (he used to write in French), il écrira en français (he will write in French). These are called simple tenses, but they are harder to learn than the compound (two- or three-word) tenses based on the two auxiliary verbs avoir and être: il a écrit un roman (he wrote a novel), il avait écrit des poèmes (he had written some poems).


	Most French verbs make statements and belong to the indicative mood. Another mood is the interrogative, used for questions. The subjunctive mood is one of the delights of learning French. It is much more frequent in French than in English and allows you to express fine shades of meaning, doubt and uncertainty.


	Some French verbs, like verbs in English, are always followed by the same preposition. But, because of differences between English and French, you have to learn the preposition when you learn the verb:



	The meaning may be different: réussir à (to succeed in), se contenter de (to be satisfied with).


	A French verb may need a preposition when the English one doesn’t: avoir besoin de (to need), téléphoner à quelqu’un (to phone someone), demander à quelqu’un (to ask someone).


	Or an English verb may need a preposition when the French one doesn’t: chercher (to look for), écouter (to listen to), regarder (to look at).










More lists for your notebook! But you will gradually come to enjoy using this tightly controlled and highly expressive verb system.



ADJECTIVES



 




	Adjectives automatically take the gender and number of the noun they go with: un livre français, une amie française, des livres italiens, des amies allemandes.


	Most adjectives follow the noun they qualify: un garçon écossais, une ville industrielle.


	But a few adjectives, including some very frequent ones, come before the noun: une petite ville en Écosse, un long voyage.





Again, your lists will come in handy.


These are some of the essential features of French grammar you will find in this book. They will help you enjoy using French with confidence.





Introduction


How to use this book


Essential French Grammar is divided into 18 units and each one will help you to use French for specific things like talking about yourself, asking about people, describing people and so on. You’ll see in the Contents that each unit is based on a theme connected with the story of the Lemaires and the Dicksons, ranging from the family to banking. All the examples come from the story and all are in modern French. You won’t find obscure or old-world examples in this book. Every time you read an example, you’ll know it fits into the story so it will be easier and quicker for you to understand and you’ll be able to concentrate on the grammar.


We know you’re all at different stages, so, although the book starts with the basics and goes on to the more complex grammar, we’ve organized it so that you can begin wherever you like. If there’s a particular point you need, you can use the Index and the Contents and go straight to it. If terminology is a problem, the Glossary is there to take the strain. Just need to work on those irregular verbs? The Verb tables have all the details.


The book will work for you because it’s a partnership between you and us. You decide what you need – and we help you to decide. Then we show you how to get to where you want to be.


All the units follow the same pattern. They start by showing you the theme of the unit and what you will learn in it. Then there are six carefully interrelated sections. Each unit begins with Getting started. This lets you check if you’re ready for that unit. Then we show you how the grammar works in real life (Say it in French) so that you’re already prepared for what you find in the grammar section (The main points). The story will show you how much you’ve learned. Different sorts of language activities (in A quick check) make sure you’ve learned the grammar – and there’s a Key at the back of the book. If you’re hooked and want to know more, go on to The next stage. There are Insight boxes throughout the units to make learning easier and at the end of each unit you’ll find Ten Things to Remember to help you recap. You’ll never feel lost because we’ve given you cross-references to other units wherever we think they’ll help.


You’ll soon get more confident and then it’s a good idea to cover up the English on the right-hand side of the page, and just look at the French. Your notebook is an essential tool. Use it where we suggest it and make it your own, unique record of learning French grammar.


Storyline


The storyline runs through the whole book, with a new chapter in each unit. You’ll meet the same people and follow some of their activities in a momentous year. All the examples in the book fit into the context of this important year in the lives of the Lemaires and the Dicksons. You’ll get to know the characters and see how their lives change – and we hope that learning French grammar may also change yours!


The Lemaire family live in Saint-Amand-les-Eaux in the north of France, and the Scottish family, the Dicksons, live in Dundee in Scotland. Georges and Isabelle Lemaire have two children, Stéphanie, aged 20, and Nicolas, 17. Stéphanie is on a six-month work experience placement with an oil company in Aberdeen as part of the last year of her commerce degree (le D.U.T.). Nicolas is in his seventh year of secondary school, studying sciences. Stéphanie met Mark Dickson, a research engineer in the same oil company, at the beginning of her stay in Aberdeen. They are planning to become engaged at the end of the summer.


Mark has one sister, Sandy, 20, who is in her second year of university, studying English and French. Their younger brother, Andrew, is in his final year at school. Stéphanie and Mark go to St Amand at the beginning of May and the Lemaires meet Mark for the first time. Mark’s parents – Alison and Patrick Dickson – are hoping to spend a few days with Stéphanie’s parents in July and have enrolled to learn French at evening classes in preparation for the big event.


How are Alison Dickson, a history and geography teacher, and Patrick, manager of a supermarket, going to communicate with the Lemaires? Georges Lemaire, a highly skilled plumber, and Isabelle, a busy housewife actively involved in voluntary work with the Catholic church, speak no English. Will the date of the engagement be decided during the Dicksons’ stay? Read on!


We hope you enjoy discovering French grammar while getting to know the Lemaire and the Dickson families. You can contact us through our web pages at www.teachyourself.com if you’d like to let us know how you get on.





1


Greetings and introductions


In this unit you will learn




	To introduce yourself/someone else


	Numbers to 100


	To greet people


	To talk about yourself/someone else


	To ask questions about someone (age, address, nationality, occupation, family circumstances)





Topic




	Meeting people








Grammar




	Subject pronouns: je (I), tu (you), il (he), elle (she), on (one/we/they), nous (we), vous (you), ils/elles (they)


	Verbs: present tense of avoir (to have), être (to be)


	
-er verbs: regular habiter (to live); irregular aller (to go)


	A reflexive verb: s’appeler (to be called)


	Using tu or vous?


	Asking questions


	The negative forms: ne … pas/n’ … pas (not)


	Stressed pronouns: moi, toi, lui/elle, nous, vous, eux/elles



	Gender





 


The next stage




	Expressions with avoir and être



	Changes in spelling of -er verbs


	Questions: inversion of verb and subject pronoun


	Gender rules and exceptions









Getting started


So that you can say a little about yourself in French, it is important to learn some key verbs, such as avoir to have, être to be, habiter to live, s’appeler to be called and the subject pronouns (i.e. je I, tu you, il he, etc.). With a few numbers and a little vocabulary you are well on your way.


Say it in French


1 INTRODUCING YOURSELF/SOMEONE ELSE


 






	Bonjour, je m'appelle Georges Lemaire.


	Hello, my name is Georges Lemaire.







	J'ai 46 ans.


	I'm 46 years old.







	J'habite St-Amand-les-Eaux.


	I live in St-Amand-les-Eaux.







	Je suis Georges.


	I'm Georges.







	Je vous présente ma famille.


	This is my family.








2 NUMBERS TO 100


Here is a list of numbers to 100. Learn them at your own pace and refer to the list frequently.


Note that after 60, the French count in 20s: 70 is soixante-dix, 80 is quatre-vingts and 90 is quatre-vingt-dix.


0 zéro


1 un


2 deux


3 trois


4 quatre


5 cinq


6 six


7 sept


8 huit


9 neuf


10 dix


11 onze


12 douze


13 treize


14 quatorze


15 quinze


16 seize


17 dix-sept


18 dix-huit


19 dix-neuf


20 vingt


21 vingt et un


22 vingt-deux


23 vingt-trois


24 vingt-quatre


25 vingt-cinq


26 vingt-six


27 vingt-sept


28 vingt-huit


29 vingt-neuf


30 trente


31 trente et un


32 trente-deux …


40 quarante


41 quarante et un


42 quarante-deux …


50 cinquante


51 cinquante et un


52 cinquante-deux …


60 soixante


61 soixante et un


62 soixante-deux …


70 soixante-dix


71 soixante et onze


72 soixante-douze


73 soixante-treize


74 soixante-quatorze


75 soixante-quinze


76 soixante-seize


77 soixante-dix-sept


78 soixante-dix-huit


79 soixante-dix-neuf


80 quatre-vingts


81 quatre-vingt-un


82 quatre-vingt-deux


83 quatre-vingt-trois …


90 quatre-vingt-dix


91 quatre-vingt-onze


92 quatre-vingt-douze


93 quatre-vingt-treize …


100 cent





Insight


In Switzerland and Belgium, instead of saying soixante-dix, soixante et onze, soixante-douze, soixante-treize, etc., they say septante: septante et un, septante-deux, septante-trois …


 


And they say nonante instead of quatre-vingt-dix: nonante et un, nonante-deux, nonante-trois, etc.





3 GREETING PEOPLE


Stéphanie présente son petit ami Mark à la famille Lemaire. (Stéphanie introduces her boyfriend Mark to the Lemaire family.)


[image: Image]
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4 TALKING ABOUT YOURSELF/SOMEONE ELSE



 






	Voici ma femme Isabelle:   


	This is my wife Isabelle:







	Elle a 43 (quarante-trois) ans.   


	She's 43.







	Moi, j'ai 46 (quarante-six) ans.   


	(Myself) As for me, I'm 46 years old.







	Nous avons deux enfants.   


	We have two children.







	Ils s'appellent Stéphanie et Nicolas.   


	They're called Stéphanie and Nicolas.







	Stéphanie a 20 (vingt) ans et Nicolas a 17 (dix-sept) ans.   


	Stéphanie is 20 and Nicolas is 17.









5 ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT SOMEONE



 






	Georges


	Vous habitez Aberdeen aussi?


	Do you live in Aberdeen too?







	Mark


	Oui, je suis ingénieur dans une compagnie pétrolière.


	Yes, I'm an engineer in an oil company.







	Isabelle


	Est-ce que vos parents habitent Aberdeen?


	Do your parents live in Aberdeen?







	Mark


	Non, ils n’habitent pas Aberdeen. Ils habitent Dundee.


	No, they don't live in Aberdeen. They live in Dundee.







	Isabelle


	Êtes-vous né en Écosse?


	Were you born in Scotland?







	Mark


	Oui, à Dundee.


	Yes, in Dundee.







	Georges


	Vous aimez Aberdeen?


	Do you like Aberdeen?







	Mark


	Oui, beaucoup.


	Yes, very much.











Insight


Although j’habite Aberdeen is more commonly used, it is possible to say j’habite à Aberdeen.





The main points


1 SUBJECT PRONOUNS


The subject pronouns and matching verbs are shown in bold type in Say it in French above. Here they are in full:


 






	1st person singular


	je(j’ in front of vowel/vowel sound)


	I







	2nd


	tu


	you







	3rd


	il/elle/on


	he/she/it/one







	1st person plural


	nous


	we







	2nd


	vous


	you







	3rd


	ils/elles


	they








2 VERBS AVOIR AND ÊTRE


Look for the different forms of être and avoir and the matching nouns or subject pronouns in the examples in Say it in French 1 and 4.


[image: Image]


 






	M. Lemaire (=il) est plombier.   


	Mr Lemaire (=he) is a plumber.







	Mme Lemaire (=elle) est femme au foyer.   


	Mrs Lemaire (=she) is a housewife.







	Elle a 43 ans.   


	She is 43.







	Ils ont deux enfants.   


	They have two children.








Remember that in French you use the verb avoir to say your age.


 






	Nicolas a dix-sept ans.   


	Nicolas is 17.







	J'ai 46 ans.   


	I am 46.








3 VERBS ENDING IN -ER


80% of French verbs end in -er and most of them are regular.



Regular verbs such as habiter to live



To use -er verbs you just: take the -er off the infinitive, this gives you the stem; add the endings.


For example:


habiter: take the -er off to get the stem (habit-); add the endings (see the following table); match them to the subjects. Because the h at the beginning of habiter is not pronounced, the first sound is a and so the e on je is dropped.






	Pronoun


	Stem


	Ending







	j’


	habit-


	E







	tu


	habit-


	ES







	il/elle/on


	habit-


	E







	nous


	habit-


	ONS







	vous


	habit-


	EZ







	ils/elles


	habit-


	ENT








 






	HABITER   


	 







	j'habitE Londres   


	I live in London







	tu habitES Paris   


	you live in Paris







	il/elle habitE Marseille   


	he/she lives in Marseilles







	nous habitONS Édimbourg   


	we live in Edinburgh







	vous habitEZ Cardiff   


	you live in Cardiff







	ils/elles habitENT Lille   


	they live in Lille







	Les Lemaire habitent St-Amand-les- Eaux dans le nord de la France.   


	The Lemaires live in St-Amand-les-Eaux in the north of France.








Useful verbs such as aimer to like, détester to hate, donner to give, quitter to leave, follow the same pattern. Here are some more regular -er verbs. Compile your own list now in your notebook and keep adding to it as you learn.


 






	List of regular -er verbs







	aider


	to help







	aimer


	to like







	chercher


	to look for







	commander


	to order







	danser


	to dance







	déjeuner


	to have breakfast







	demander


	to ask







	désirer


	to wish







	détester


	to hate







	discuter


	to discuss







	écouter


	to listen to







	emprunter


	to borrow







	étudier


	to study







	expliquer


	to explain







	fermer


	to close







	fumer


	to smoke







	gagner


	to win







	jouer


	to play







	laisser


	to leave







	louer


	to rent/hire







	marcher


	to walk







	monter


	to go up







	oublier


	to forget







	parler


	to talk







	porter


	to carry







	raconter


	to tell







	remercier


	to thank











Insight


Students often make the mistake of saying j’étude. But the i remains part of the stem (étudier → étudi-) so you should say: j’étudie, nous étudions, etc.


 


Études is a noun:


 


Je fais des études en chimie. I am studying chemistry (literally ‘I am doing studies in chemistry.’)





 




	The stems of some -er verbs change their spelling with some subjects:

appeler to call
préférer to prefer






These verbs are given in full at the end of the Verb tables.


ALLER


There is one key -er verb in Say it in French 3 that is irregular. Aller, to go does not follow the pattern given above for habiter. It is used in expressions such as:


 






	Ça va?   


	How is it going?







	Comment allez-vous?   


	How do you do?/How are you?







	je vais très bien   


	I'm very well







	tu vas à Dundee   


	you are going to Dundee







	il/elle/on va au travail   


	he/she/one goes (or we go) to work







	nous allons à l'arrêt de bus   


	we're going to the bus stop







	vous allez à St Amand   


	you're going to St Amand







	ils/elles vont en France   


	they're going to France









4 A REFLEXIVE VERB



 






	s'appeler


	je m'appelle Stéphanie


	I'm called Stéphanie







	 


	tu t'appelles Mark?


	you're called Mark?







	 


	il/elle/on s'appelle Dickson


	he/she is called Dickson, we're called Dickson







	 


	nous nous appelons Lemaire


	we're called Lemaire







	 


	vous vous appelez Alison?


	you're called Alison?







	 


	ils/elles s'appellent Dupont


	they're called Dupont








In French you say I call myself, we call ourselves, … This type of verb is called reflexive. You will find out more about reflexive verbs in Unit 3 The main points 2 and 3.


 






	Stéphanie a un frère.   


	Stéphanie has a brother.







	Il s'appelle Nicolas.   


	He is called Nicolas.







	Ils s'appellent Lemaire.   


	They're called Lemaire.











Insight




	French is a language that flows, and words are joined up in meaningful phrases to facilitate pronunciation. Pronunciation can affect grammar rules and spelling.


	In words like the following, the final e or a is elided and replaced by an apostrophe when followed by a vowel or vowel sound:












	 


	je (I)


	te ((to)you)


	me ((to)me)







	 


	se ((to) oneself, one another)


	le (the, him, it)


	la (the, her)







	 


	For example:







	 


	je + ai becomes j’ai







	 


	je + me + appelle becomes je m’appelle (pronounced [jemapel]).








 




	Generally speaking, the final letters of words are not pronounced. Exceptions are the final letter of nouns ending in r (le bar), b (le pub), c (le bic), l (le fil) and f (la nef).


	
Some final letters in numbers are pronounced when the numbers are used on their own, e.g. huit, six [siss]. But if the number precedes a noun, the final letter is not pronounced, e.g. dix personnes [diperson], six croissants [sikrwasã].


	In front of a vowel, an s is pronounced as [z], e.g. dix amis is pronounced [dizami], nous avons is pronounced [nouzavõ].


	For additional information on pronunciation, visit our web pages at www.teachyourself.com.








5 USING TU OR VOUS


Did you notice, in Say it in French 3, that Nicolas says Comment tu vas? when talking to Mark. He uses tu, the informal, friendly form, as opposed to: Comment allez-vous? which is a formal way of speaking to one person. Georges says: Comment allez-vous? He addresses Mark more formally because they do not know one another.


Here are some guidelines on when to use the formal vous and the informal tu:


 






	TU for


	VOUS for







	friends
family
children
students
teenagers  
animals


	adults meeting someone for the first time
someone you don't know well
someone with whom you do not have a friendly/personal relationship, i.e. unless your doctor or a shop assistant was a personal friend of yours, you would always say vous
people you want to show respect to: a superior/somebody in authority, an employee, in-laws, etc.








6 ASKING QUESTIONS


As you can see from Asking questions about someone in Say it in French 5, there are three ways of asking questions:


 




	
You can make a statement and let your voice rise:

Ça va? (↑)
Vous habitez Aberdeen? (↑)





This way of asking questions is only used in spoken French or reported speech.


 




	You can add est-ce-que at the beginning of your sentence:

Est-ce que vos parents habitent Aberdeen?





	You can change the order of the verb and the subject pronoun:

Êtes-vous né en Écosse?





When you do this with an -er verb and the pronoun il/elle/on, if the verb ends in a vowel, you insert -t-:


 






	Aime-t-il Dundee?   


	Does he like Dundee?







	Joue-t-elle au football?   


	Does she play football?








These three ways of asking questions can also be used with question words, when? how? etc. See Unit 2 The main points 8.


7 THE NEGATIVE FORMS: NE … PAS/N’ … PAS


Compare these two sentences:


 






	J'habite Aberdeen.   


	I live in Aberdeen.







	Je n'habite pas Dundee.   


	I do not live in Dundee.








To say that you ‘do not do something’/‘are not’, you use ne … pas. Ne comes after the subject. Pas comes after the verb.


 






	Les Lemaire ne sont pas écossais.   


	The Lemaires are not Scottish.








Ne, like je, drops the e and becomes n’ in front of a vowel or vowel sound:


 






	Stéphanie n'habite pas Lille.   


	Stéphanie does not live in Lille.







	Mark n'aime pas Londres.   


	Mark doesn't like London.








8 STRESSED PRONOUNS: MOI, TOI, LUI/ELLE


Stressed pronouns are useful if you want to find out something about someone.


 




	If you are speaking to one person, you say:

et toi? (informal register), or et vous? (formal register)





 






	 


	J'aime ma famille. Et toi?


	I love my family. What about you?







	 


	Je n'aime pas le football. Et vous?


	I don't like football. Do you?








 




	If you are speaking to several people, you say:

et vous?






 






	 


	Nous aimons beaucoup l'Angleterre. Et vous?


	We like England very much. Do you?








 




	If you want to know what other people think, you say:

et elle? (feminine singular); et lui? (masculine singular)
et elles? (feminine plural); et eux? (masculine plural)





 






	Sandy va bien maintenant. Et lui?   


	Sandy is fine now. What about him?







	Tous les garçons sont ici. Et elle?   


	All the boys are here. What about her?







	Nous allons en France. Et eux?   


	We're going to France. How about them?








Here is a complete list of stressed pronouns and the subjects they correspond to:


[image: Image]


These pronouns can also be used to add emphasis to the subject:


 






	Moi, je m'appelle Georges.   


	(Myself/As for me), I'm called Georges.








They can be used after et (and) and after prepositions such as après (after), avant (before), etc. See Unit 6 The main points 3.


 






	Moi, je vais bien. Et toi?   


	I am well. What about you?







	Après vous./Après toi.   


	After you.








9 GENDER


Subjects:


 




	to say she in French, you use elle



	to talk about several girls or women (they), you use elles



	to say he you use il



	to talk about more than one man or a mixed group (they), you use ils






Stressed pronouns:


 




	to say and her, you use elle: et elle



	to say and them (feminine group), you use elles: et elles



	to say and him, you use lui: et lui



	to say and them (masculine or mixed group), you use eux: et eux






However, not only people have gender in French. All nouns, objects, ideas, fruit and vegetables – everything has gender. For example une table (a table) is feminine → elle. Une voiture (a car) is also feminine. As you progress through the book, you will discover that gender is extremely important in French because it affects verb and adjective endings, pronouns, etc.





Insight


In your notebook, keep separate lists of masculine and feminine nouns, and add to them as you learn more nouns.





Here is a list to help you separate French nouns into the two groups:


 






	Masculine


	Feminine







	



	days of the week


	male members of the family


	vegetables and countries not ending in -e



	nouns ending in -isme -asme, -age, -ège, -ème -ède







	



	most words ending in -e



	female members of the family


	vegetables and countries ending in -e



	words ending with a double consonant + -e (une allumette a match)


	nouns ending in -tion, -sion
















Insight


Gender is very important in French, because adjectives and past participles agree with the noun in gender (feminine or masculine) and number (plural or singular). For more information, visit our web pages at www.teachyourself.com.






The story


In this passage, look for verbs, subject pronouns and verb endings.


 






	Nicolas


	Moi, j'ai 17 ans. Et toi? Quel âge as-tu?


	(Me/myself) I'm 17. And you? How old are you?







	Mark


	J'ai 24 ans. Tu es lycéen?


	I'm 24. Are you a student?







	Nicolas


	Oui, je suis en première, section S. Et toi, tu travailles?


	Yes, I'm in 6th year science stream. And how about you, do you work?







	Mark


	Oui, je suis ingénieur dans une compagnie pétrolière à Aberdeen. Est-ce que tu aimes l’école?


	Yes, I'm an engineer with an oil company in Aberdeen. Do you like school?







	Nicolas


	Non, pas du tout. Je n'aime pas les profs, surtout mon prof d'anglais … Toi et moi, nous partageons la même chambre. On monte? Je t'aide à porter tes valises. D'accord?


	No, not at all. I don't like the teachers, especially my English teacher … You and I are sharing the same room. Shall we go up? I'll help you carry your suitcases. All right?







	Mark


	Oui, merci.


	Yes, thank you.







	Nicolas


	Comment s'appellent tes parents?


	What are your parents called?







	Mark


	Ils s'appellent Patrick et Alison.


	They're called Patrick and Alison.







	Nicolas


	Tu as des frères et des sœurs?


	Do you have brothers and sisters?







	Mark


	Oui, j'ai un frère et une sœur. Mon frère s'appelle Andrew et ma sœur s'appelle Sandy.


	Yes, I have a brother and a sister. My brother's called Andrew and my sister's called Sandy.







	Nicolas


	Est-ce que tes parents travaillent?


	Do your parents work?







	Mark


	Ma mère est professeur d'histoire-géographie. Mon père est directeur de supermarché.


	My mother is a history and geography teacher. My father is the manager of a supermarket.









A quick check


Voici la famille Dickson


[image: Image]


 


1 Introduce the Dickson family in French by filling in the gaps:


   a Je vous _______ Alison. Elle _______ 48 ans.


   b Elle _______ professeur d’histoire-géographie.


   c Voici Patrick. _______ _______ 54 ans.


   d Il _______ _______.


   e Ils _______ trois enfants: Mark, Sandy, Andrew.


   f Andrew _______ travaille ___. Il _______ à l’école.


2 Complete the following questions:


   a Comment _______ les parents de Mark?


   b Quel âge _______ Sandy?


   c _______ Sandy travaille?


   d Les Dickson _______ -ils (à) Aberdeen?


   e Et Stéphanie? _______ - ___ - ___ (à) Dundee?


3 Answer in French the questions you have just completed in 2 above.


The next stage


1 EXPRESSIONS WITH AVOIR AND ÊTRE


Avoir is sometimes used in French where être (to be) is used in English:


 






	J'ai 20 ans.   


	I am 20 years old.







	J'ai faim.   


	I am hungry.







	J'ai froid.   


	I am cold.







	J'ai chaud.   


	I am hot.








Avoir and être are also used as auxiliary verbs in some past tenses: the perfect (see Unit 13 The main points 2, 3), the pluperfect (see Unit 15 The main points 1) and the perfect subjunctive (see Unit 17 The main points 5).



2 CHANGES IN SPELLING -ER VERBS



Some -er verbs have a change in spelling in some tenses. See list at the end of the Verb tables.


a Verbs ending in -yer


[image: Image]


b Verbs ending in -ger


Verbs such as manger to eat, nager to swim, plonger to dive add an -e in the first person plural (nous form) to retain the same pronunciation (a soft g) as in the infinitive:


nous mangeons, nous nageons, nous plongeons, …


c Verbs ending in -cer


Verbs such as commencer (to begin) have a cedilla on the c in the first person plural (nous form) to retain the soft c sound of the infinitive:


nous commençons


d Verbs ending in -ter/-ler


Verbs such as jeter or appeler double the t or l, except for the nous and vous forms:
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or add a grave accent:


[image: Image]


3 QUESTIONS: INVERSION OF VERB AND SUBJECT PRONOUN


 






	As-tu faim?   


	Are you hungry?







	Ont-ils des frères et des sœurs?   


	Do they have brothers and sisters?








It is only possible to invert a verb and a pronoun. If a noun such as Mark or la sœur de Mark is used, you use a matching pronoun after the verb while retaining the noun:


 






	Mark, a-t-il faim?   


	Is Mark hungry?







	La sœur de Mark (Sandy) aime-t-elle Dundee?   


	Does Mark's sister (Sandy) like Dundee?







	Alison, joue-t-elle au tennis?   


	Does Alison play tennis?








4 GENDER RULES AND EXCEPTIONS


The guidelines given in The main points 9 are useful suggestions which you should bear in mind, but do not be surprised if you encounter words which break the rules:


 




	Most words ending in -age, for example, are masculine except:

la cage (the cage), la nage (swimming), l’image (image, picture), la page (page), la plage (the beach), la rage (rabies).





	Most words ending in -tion are feminine, but there are exceptions such as le bastion (stronghold).





	
Although most animals, like humans, have both a masculine and a feminine form, there are some animals which are always feminine in gender : la girafe (giraffe), l’autruche (ostrich), la perruche (budgie).





	Some professions remain masculine and do not have a feminine form:





 






	 


	le professeur (teacher)


	Il est professeur. Elle est professeur.







	 


	l'auteur (author)


	Il est auteur. Elle est auteur.







	 


	le juge (judge)


	Il est juge. Elle est juge.







	 


	le chauffeur (driver)


	Il est chauffeur. Elle est chauffeur.








 




	Some words have a different meaning depending on whether they are masculine or feminine:





 






	 


	le livre (book)







	 


	le mort (dead man)







	 


	le physique (physique)







	 


	le poste (post/job)







	 


	la livre (pound)







	 


	la mort (death)







	 


	la physique (physics)







	 


	la poste (post office)








 





TEN THINGS TO REMEMBER




1 The subject pronoun je becomes j’ in front of vowels and vowel sounds: j’aime, j’habite.


 


2 This elision of the e and use of the apostrophe also applies to words such as me (me, myself), te (you, yourself), se (oneself, one another), ne (the first part of negatives ne … pas (not), ne … jamais (never), etc.), de (of), le/la (the).


 


3 The French use two words to form the negative: ne … pas, ne … jamais (Unit 4 The main points 5).


 


4 Learn the present tense endings that go with the subject pronouns (je, tu, il, etc.) for -er verbs. They represent 80% of all French verbs. You will meet the endings for other verb endings (-ir, -re, -oir) in subsequent chapters.


 


5 In all present tense verbs and in most other tenses, the ending -ons always goes with nous, and -ez with vous.


 


6 The reflexive pronouns used when you conjugate the verb s’appeler are used with all reflexive verbs: je m’appelle, tu t’appelles, il/elle/on s’appelle, nous nous appelons, vous vous appelez, ils s’appellent. There are many reflexive verbs in French.


 


7 Get used to manipulating the three ways of asking questions. If you always use the statement with your voice raised, it can lead to problems of understanding when you are in France.


 


8 French doesn’t like vowel clashes and therefore pronunciation can affect structures. If you choose to ask a question by inverting an -er verb with the pronouns il/elle/on, you need to add -t-: Aime-t-il? Prépare-t-il le dîner? Mange-t-on des escargots en France?


 


9 Note the changes in spelling in various parts of -er verbs as a result of pronunciation (Unit 1 The next stage 2).


 


10 You cannot invert a verb and a noun or a person’s name. You need to use the structure ‘noun + comma + verb + pronoun’: Ton cousin Jacques, fait-il du sport?











2


Likes and dislikes


In this unit you will learn




	To express preferences


	To ask about likes, dislikes and hobbies


	Question words


	Days and dates





Topics




	Hobbies


	Sport








Grammar




	Definite articles le, la, l’, les (the) and indefinite articles un, une, des (a, an)


	Articles with nouns in the plural


	Contracted articles: definite articles after at/with/to (au, aux) and after of/from (du, des)


	Partitive articles: du, de la, de l’, des (some/any)


	Demonstrative adjectives: ce/cet, cette, ces (this, that, these, those)


	Possessive adjectives: mon /ma/mes (my)


	The verb faire (to do) in the present tense


	Question words: comment?, qui?, quand? (how?, who?, when?)





 


The next stage




	Partitive articles after negatives


	Irregular plurals


	More about demonstratives


	More about possessive adjectives


	When to use faire and jouer










Getting started


As you saw in Unit 1 The main points 2, the article in French is omitted after être before a profession. You say:


 






	Il est professeur.   


	He is a teacher.








This is an exception to the ground rule, as articles are usually used in French:


 






	Mark aime le football.   


	Mark likes football.







	Nicolas a des amis sur Internet.   


	Nicolas has friends on the Internet.








1 In this unit you will learn when to use the definite articles le, la, les and when to use the indefinite articles un, une, des:


 






	Georges regarde un match de football à la télévision.   


	Georges is watching a football match on the television.







	Il adore le football.   


	He loves football.








2 You will find out more about the plural of nouns and the use of definite and indefinite articles in French with plural nouns. In some cases you will see they are used in French when they would not be used in English:


 






	Nicolas aime les ordinateurs.   


	Nicolas likes computers.







	Nicolas rencontre des amis ce soir.   


	Nicolas is meeting friends this evening.








3 You will learn to say any/some in French:


 






	Avez-vous des passe-temps?   


	Do you have any hobbies?







	J'ai des amis français.   


	I have some French friends.








4 You will also learn how definite articles contract with the prepositions à (at/with/to) and de (of/from):


 






	Nicolas va au cinéma.   


	Nicolas goes to the cinema.







	Nicolas joue du piano.   


	Nicolas plays the piano.








5 An article can be replaced by a demonstrative adjective (ce/cet, cette, ces) if you want to refer specifically to one or more things. In the following examples, the demonstrative adjective singles out a particular video, a specific picture or specific ideas:


 






	Nicolas préfère cette vidéo.   


	Nicolas prefers this video.







	Stéphanie adore ce tableau de Monet.   


	Stéphanie likes this painting by Monet very much.







	Aimez-vous ces idées d'avant-garde?   


	Do you like these avant-garde ideas?








6 A noun can also be preceded by a possessive adjective (mon/ma/mes), which indicates possession or refers to family members, etc.:


 






	Leur père, Georges, a des trophées de chasse.   


	Their father, Georges, has hunting trophies.







	Stéphanie admire sa mère car elle fait du travail bénévole.   


	Stéphanie admires her mother because she does voluntary work.








7 The verb faire is very useful when you are talking about your hobbies/activities. In this unit, you will learn to use it in the present tense:


 






	Mark fait du football et du rugby.   


	Mark plays football and rugby.








8 You have already met (Unit 1) the question words quel? (what?) in Quel âge as-tu ? (How old are you?) and comment? (how?) in Comment allez-vous? (How are you?). In this unit, you will meet more question words: où? (where?), quand? (when?), etc.:


 






	Quand est-ce que Mark joue au rugby?   


	When does Mark play rugby?







	Où joue-t-il au rugby?   


	Where does he play rugby?








Look carefully at all the structures in the following examples before moving on to The main points.


Say it in French


1 DISCUSSING HOBBIES, LIKES AND DISLIKES


 






	Georges adore le football.   


	Georges adores football.







	Moi, je préfère la broderie et le canevas.   


	Myself, I prefer embroidery and cross-stitch.







	Nicolas déteste le sport. Il préfère les ordinateurs.   


	Nicolas hates sport. He prefers computers.








[image: Image]


 






	Mark joue au squash. Il fait du ski et de la plongée sous-marine.   


	Mark plays squash. He skis and dives.







	Nicolas adore la cuisine d'Isabelle, surtout sa purée Parmentier.   


	Nicolas loves Isabelle's cooking especially her Parmentier purée.








2 ASKING ABOUT HOBBIES, LIKES AND DISLIKES, PLACES


 






	Qu'est-ce que tu fais comme loisirs?   


	What do you do in your spare time?







	Qu'est-ce que tu aimes?   


	What do you like?







	Quel plat préfères-tu?   


	What is your favourite dish?







	Que détestes-tu?   


	What do you hate?







	Quand jouez-vous au squash?   


	When do you play squash?







	Qui joue avec vous?   
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