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Let’s walk down a winding path to where  


the sand meets the sea. 


This is the coast, and it wraps around all of the  


land on Earth. 


It can be rocky, muddy, sandy and salty, and it’s home 


to lots of clever creatures and fascinating plants. 



























On the beach, you might spy some shells.


Most shells are part of an animal called a mollusc. 


Over time, the shells will turn into sand and the 


wind will shape the sand into dunes. 















Not this shell, though – a hermit crab 


is borrowing it to make a home.















Follow the footprints and 


you could meet a shorebird. 


These wonderful waders have 


adapted to coastal life in many 


different ways. 


These stilts have tall legs to 


wade through marshy waters ...


... and this curlew has a 


very long bill for poking 


around in the soft mud. 















This oystercatcher is particularly proud of her bright 


orange bill. She’s looking for lunch, and uses it to pry 


unsuspecting limpets off their rocks.















Night falls and a green sea turtle slowly makes 


her way up the beach. She’s here to lay a clutch 


of eggs in the sand.
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