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INTRODUCTION



Hands up –Hands up –  



who enjoys 


digging?



Whether it’s at the beach, in a 


garden


or in a 


playground sandpit,


 most of us



enjoy a spot of


  shovelling. 



Sometimes, it’s fun to see 


how far down


 you can dig.


But other times, you might be 


hoping to find 



buried treasure.buried treasure.



Of course, it’s pretty unlikely that you’ll discover a 


chest of coins chest of coins 



and


 twinkling gems twinkling gems



 at your local park. 


In this book you will read about 


real people real people 



who dug up some very 


special treasurespecial treasure



. 


But I bet you’ve found other types of treasure.


Perhaps an old 


toy cartoy car



, a 


colourful colourful 



shellshell



 or a


 rusty penny rusty penny



 from long ago.
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WORLD.


In some stories, the diggers were invaders or visitors 


from overseas. And, although their precious discoveries 


did not did not 



belong to thembelong to them



, they still took them home! We now realise that this 


was 


wrongwrong



. That’s why today some people are working for things 


to be 


returnedreturned



 to the countries where they were dug up.


Let’s meet these lucky people 


and learn what 


amazing thingsamazing things



 


they 


discovered discovered 



when they


up the


But in each case, the items people uncovered had 


incredible stories incredible stories 



to tell – about our planet and 


the people, animals and plants who have lived on it 


throughout its 


long and extraordinary history.


dug
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There are three types of people whose job it is to dig. 


The first is an 


archaeologistarchaeologist



 (pronounced ah-key-ol-uh-jist), 


who studies ancient history through objects.


Here are some of the 


toolstools



 they rely on 


to find their amazing 


discoveriesdiscoveries



:


The


A


R


C


H


A


E


O


L


O


G


I


S


T


'


S


TOOLKIT


m


e


c


h


a


n


i


c


a


l


 


d


i


g


g


e


r


s


m


e


c


h


a


n


i


c


a


l


 


d


i


g


g


e


r


s


s


m


a


l


l


 


i


c


e


 


p


i


c


k


s


s


m


a


l


l


 


i


c


e


 


p


i


c


k


s


s


u


g


a


r


 


s


c


o


o


p


s


s


u


g


a


r


 


s


c


o


o


p


s


a


 


v


i


d


e


o


 


c


a


m


e


r


a


 


v


i


d


e


o


 


c


a


m


e


r


a


 


t


o


 


f


o


r


 


f


i


n


e


r


 


d


i


g


g


i


n


g


f


o


r


 


s


c


o


o


p


i


n


g


 


u


p


 


t


h


e


 


d


i


r


t


d


o


c


u


m


e


n


t


 


w


h


a


t


 


i


s


 


f


o


u


n


d


a


n


d


 


p


u


t


t


i


n


g


 


i


t


 


i


n


t


o


 


b


u


c


k


e


t


s


l


o


t


s


 


o


f


 


p


l


a


s


t


i


c


 


b


u


c


k


e


t


s


p


l


a


s


t


i


c


 


b


u


c


k


e


t


s


p


l


a


s


t


i


c


 


s


h


e


e


t


i


n


g


p


l


a


s


t


i


c


 


s


h


e


e


t


i


n


g


 


t


o


 


c


o


v


e


r


u


p


 


d


i


g


s


 


w


h


e


n


 


i


t


 


r


a


i


n


s


b


a


l


l


s


 


o


f


 


s


t


r


i


n


g


b


a


l


l


s


 


o


f


 


s


t


r


i


n


g


 


a


n


d


 


e


i


g


h


t


-


i


n


c


h


e


i


g


h


t


-


i


n


c


h


n


a


i


l


s


 


n


a


i


l


s


 


f


o


r


 


s


e


t


t


i


n


g


 


u


p


 


a


 


g


r


i


d


 


s


y


s


t


e


m


wheelbarrowswheelbarrows



plywood boardsplywood boards



cameras cameras 



for recording


toolboxes toolboxes 



for small 


  



with 


graph papergraph paper



for drawing


everything found


 tools like 


dental picksdental picks



paintbrushespaintbrushes



shovelsshovels



pickspicks



trowelstrowels



screwdriversscrewdrivers



wooden sieveswooden sieves



measuring tapesmeasuring tapes
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*UNIVERSAL


A


 palaeontologist  palaeontologist 



(pronounced pale-ee-on-tol-uh-jist) 


studies ancient life through fossils and a 


geologistgeologist



 (pronounced gee-ol-uh-jist) studies the history 


of the Earth and what it's made of.


Here are some of the 


tools tools 



they rely on 


to find their amazing 


discoveriesdiscoveries
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geological picksgeological picks



hand scraperhand scraper



(useful for crags)


trowels trowels 



and s
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notebook notebook 



and 


penpen
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When 


MaMa



rr



yy



 and 


JoseJose



pp



h Annih Anni



nn



gg



  



went 


exploring at their local beach one day in  



18111811



, 


they dug up something 


MONSTROUS . . .


 


the 


fossilised skeleton


 of a 


massive sea creature!massive sea creature!



Joseph and Mary lived with their 


parents in 


Lyme RegisLyme Regis



, on England’s 


Jurassic Coast


 – an area famous 


for its spectacular 


fossilsfossils



. 


We Dug 
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The Annings were poor, so they made 


money by finding fossils and selling 


them to people on holiday.
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As well as 


being a 


whizz whizz 



at


 finding fossils,  finding fossils, 



MaryMary



 was expert 


at 


identifying identifying 



them too!


We now know that it was an 


ichthichth



yy



osaurosaur



 – an 


extinct reptile


 


that lived in the sea around


  



200 million years ago.200 million years ago.



Mary continued fossil hunting 


with just her dog 


TraTra



yy



 for 


company. As the years went 


by, she made heaps of 


GROUND-GROUND-



BREAKINGBREAKING



 discoveries, including . . .


Several months later, Mary finally finished digging up the 


5.2-metre-long5.2-metre-long



 


skeletonskeleton



! The people of Lyme Regis were 


convinced that it belonged to a terrifying


Sadly, because Mary was 


femalefemale



 and 


poorpoor



, she did not receive the respect 


or recognition she deserved during her lifetime. Today, however, her 


scientific achievements are finally making the 


SPLASHSPLASH



 they deserve.


SEA MONSTER!


Mary was so brilliantbrilliant that famous scientistsfamous scientists from far and wide 



visited her in her seaside home. Her work showed that the Earth 


was not a few thousand years old (as many people believed 


at that time) but 


billionsbillions of years old.
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