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            Dear Mrs Stewart,
            


            




            I thought I had better write to you in advance of prizegiving day, to explain why Samuel is not receiving the History prize (Under 10s), which personally I think he deserves. But: no names, no pack drill! Who am I to argue with the Powers That Be?!  
            


            Suffice it to say that Sam’s compendious ‘History of the World’ (which I enclose) is written with what I consider exceptional enthusiasm and interest, and coming in at ten times the length of any other entry, should have won hands down, no contest, on evidence of endurance alone.
            


            However, the PTB have taken issue with some of his factual infelicities and have unaccountably preferred Chardonnay Smith’s (in my view fanciful) essay entitled ‘Tear-Stained Ration-Coupons: The Tale of a Wartime Evacuee’.
            


            I just want you to know that whatever path Sam takes in the future, he has very nice handwriting for a boy.
            


            I understand from Sam that he is now embarking on ‘The Entire World and Everything In It’, and wish his next teacher extremely good luck with this.
            


            




            Yours sincerely,
            


            




            Nancy Cooper

Class Teacher Year 5
            


            




            P.S. I have only corrected some of his spellings, which were quite enough.
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         The first and most important thing to know about History is that it is very old. History goes back a very long way indeed. In fact, the very first people on Earth, the Cave Men, probably didn’t even realise that History was starting, otherwise they would have invented writing a bit more quickly and begun writing it down.
         


         So, History had to wait quite a long time before anyone started writing it down, because nobody really noticed it was there.


         The other thing you need to know about History is that people do not agree about what it really is. For example, there are at least two versions of how History began and they are both highly suspicious. Did God create Adam and Eve or did we evolve from walking fish? I think not. From this alone it is clear that many historians are just making up what they don’t know.
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         As Mrs Cooper says, the clue is often in the title. Their name tells us that the Ancient Egyptians were Ancient and from Egypt, where they lived in Pyramids. Pyramids are like the opposite of a Tardis – they are very big on the outside and very small on the inside, so the Ancient Egyptians had to walk sideways to get through the narrow corridors and tunnels. To save time they walked sideways all the time, as pictures prove.
         


         We only know about them because Pyramids are very sturdy and some have still not fallen down, but mainly because the Ancient Egyptians finally invented writing, so History could begin properly. Ancient Egyptian writing had pictures instead of words, so was not really writing but drawing – something many historians seem not to have noticed, I might add. This was very time-consuming, especially if the word was a very hard one to draw, like History. A word like History might take a year to draw, but a word like Pyramid would take no time at all and Snake would be really easy.
         


         Worse, although they had invented paper, they had not yet invented pens, so at first they had to do their writing carved on stones which took ages. Fortunately the Ancient Egyptians had loads of slaves – probably about a hundred – so they got them to do all the carving so they could get on with their Maths, which they were also busy inventing. The most famous Maths they invented was Pythagoras’ Theorum. (Try writing that in pictures! I don’t think so!) Pythagoras was probably trying to build a new Pyramid because he was very interested in triangles, but they kept coming out wrong. He was trying to think Outside The Box, which you have to when you are doing really hard Maths, (especially if there are Brackets), when he had the brilliant idea of Squaring a Hippopotamus and this, amazingly, gave him his answer.
         


         Other things the Ancient Egyptians invented were: The River Nile, Moses baskets and Cleopatra’s Needle. Moses baskets were used for floating babies in the River Nile, which seems to have been a popular sport. Cleopatra is the second most famous Ancient Egyptian, after Tutankhamen. Tutankhamen was a Boy King and this is probably why Ancient Egypt was so Great, with brilliant things like triangular houses and baby-floating races, which a grown-up would never think of. Cleopatra was famous because although she had Rome At Her Feet, which must have been quite inconvenient (although walking sideways would probably be really helpful here), she was a Great Queen.
         


         She was also very kind, sending presents everywhere, and sent her famous Needle to England. (Don’t go thinking this is a real needle – it’s a tall pointy stone called a Basilisk.) In England the people (who were still in the Stone Age) liked it very much, as it was made of their favourite material: Stone. But didn’t know what it was for, so they put it up in London where it has been used as an Ornament ever since. Cleopatra sadly was killed when one of her pet snakes bit her. (That would have been quite easy to write in pictures, though, so is probably how we know.)
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         The other thing the Ancient Egyptians invented were Mummies, which they kindly sent to nearly every museum in the world, along with Artefacts, which they sent as a game. They would send an Artefact to a museum and everyone had to guess what it was. They were very good at this game as museums today have Ancient Egyptian Artefacts on display and have still not worked out what all of them are.


         After a while, Ancient Egyptians had invented everything they needed and History moved to…
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         The Ancient Greeks were again very old and lived in Greece. They invented Proper Writing which was quite urgent as they were trying to invent Poetry at the same time and you can only remember so many poems.
         


         Unfortunately, no one had thought of inventing Reading, so people would look at the mysterious curly writing and nod sagely until Reading was Discovered – it’s now so famous it has a town named after it. (Historians will insist on arguing about which was invented first: Reading or Writing and say it is a Chicken-and-Egg Situation, which they often say when they don’t know the answer.)
         


         The Ancient Greeks seem to have had a lot of time on their hands as they also invented Philosophy. This involved thinking a lot and then suddenly having a brilliant idea. Sometimes they did their thinking in a barrel and sometimes in the bath. When they suddenly had a brilliant idea they would leap up and shout ‘Urethra!’ (this is Greek) to let everyone know that they were really doing their job and not just having a bath.
         


         They also invented some useful things, like Archimedes’ Screw, which could move water uphill which was much more modern than making slaves do it. All these labour-saving devices gave them more time for the Philosophy and they also invented Hummous and Taramasalata and Pitta Bread, so they could have dips while they were doing the important thinking, which always helps.
         


         They also invented loads of gods. The top god was Zeus, who opened Pandora’s Box and found the Olympic Games inside – another great Greek invention. The first Olympic Games were held on Mount Olympus which was very inconvenient for other countries to get to, so even though they were Ancient, the Greeks won everything. This made the Tunic Wars happen, and eventually everyone agreed that the world would share the Olympic Games and take it in turns to have them in a very hard-to-get-to place, making it fair.
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         The Greeks were quite good at wars, but used to make the women do all the work. One woman called Helen was made to launch a thousand ships on her own using just her face. This seems quite cruel but we have to remember the famous saying that ‘When the Past is in another country, they do things differently there.’ The Greeks also had a very rough lot of people called Tartans. When the Tartans had a baby they would put it on a hillside. If it didn’t roll off in the night, they would keep it.
         


         They also invented the Parthenon, a very long running race. The story goes that a messenger had to carry a very important message to somewhere called Parthenon, get the answer and run all the way back again without stopping. He managed it but unfortunately forgot the answer. The Greeks remembered that you must never shoot the messenger, so turned it into a sport instead. (In future they decided to write all messages down – which they now could – to be on the safe side.)
         


         Later on, someone had a ‘Urethra’ moment and got the brilliant idea of sending messages on horseback and created a crack unit of postmen for priority deliveries (The Four Horsemen of the Acropolis). The Greeks loved horses and made great big statues of them as well as painting them on the tiniest toys, such as the Elgin Marbles. They had quite a lot of wars with the Trojans and because the Trojans knew the Greeks had a soft spot for horses, they made the Greeks a great big wooden horse as a present, leading to the popular saying: You should always look in a gift horse’s mouth (to see if there are any enemy soldiers hiding in there).
         


         The Greeks also invented Democracy, where everyone got to vote about what laws they would have instead of one person just making them up. The Philosophers of course had a head start here, having done all that thinking already. So, while everyone else was still scratching their heads and looking for a pencil, the first thing they did was to invent a law that only people they liked could vote, and this didn’t include slaves, women and people who didn’t like Philosophy.
         


         The Greeks had now invented everything important and could get on with their thinking and making up new gods while History moved to…
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