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				WE ARE THE Ancient egyptians


			


		


		

			

				This means ‘Greetings’ in hieroglyphics. You are about to set off on a tour of Ancient Egypt, but this isn’t a tour of crumbling pyramids or shards of old pottery. No, instead you will meet people from Ancient Egypt. People who went to work or school, ate their dinner, and went to the loo. In lots of ways, the lives of Ancient Egyptians were just the same as yours, but in other ways, they were very different. We hope you enjoy getting to know us!


			


		


		

			

				WHo were the ancient egyptians?


				The people we call the Ancient Egyptians lived along the banks of the Nile in northern Africa. The Nile is longest river in the world and the first farmers settled in this region more than 7,000 years ago. Fertile land along the river and good trade with neighbouring countries led to a rich and powerful civilisation. This was ruled by pharaohs and lasted for around 3,000 years.The Egyptians that we know the most about were pharaohs and other rich and important people. However, we also know a lot about how ordinary Egyptian families lived. They enjoyed music and dancing, they liked colourful make-up and wigs (even the men!) and many of them wore perfume and elaborate jewellery. Ordinary Egyptians worshipped hundreds of different gods, and Egyptian artists produced many fine stone statues and other beautiful objects.
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				WHAT do we owe to the ancient egyptians?


				The Ancient Egyptians were great at inventing things. These were the first people to make ploughs that could be pulled by animals and to use special curved blades for harvesting crops. They invented coloured inks, a solar calendar to measure the seasons using the Sun, and at least two different types of clock. One was a sort of sundial and the other indicated the time by measuring the rate at which water emptied through a tiny hole in a special bowl. The first ever toothpaste was Egyptian too. It was made by mixing salt, mint, dried flowers and grains of pepper, but no one makes it this way today. 


			


		


		

			

				WHAT were the ancient egyptians famous for?


				The Ancient Egyptians built the largest buildings the world had ever seen. The most famous are the pyramids, which were built as royal tombs and are still standing today. They also created a sophisticated way of writing (using simple pictures called hieroglyphics) and were very good at mathematics. Most writing was done on a type of paper called papyrus, made from the reeds growing along the Nile. This was much lighter and easier to use than the clay tablets that people had used before. 


			


		


		

			

				Ancient Egyptian sundial
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				Hatshepsut ruled the country instead of me because I was only a baby when my father died. She was clever and she trained me carefully for my official roles. As I grew older she made me head of the army. 


				I enjoyed military life. I was good at horse riding and my skill as an archer helped to win many battles against Egypt’s enemies. The army under my command captured 350 cities and conquered more countries in Africa and the Middle East than any other pharaoh. This made the kingdom larger and richer than it had ever been before.


			


		


		

			

				I am Thutmose III and I rule over all of Egypt. My stepmother Hatshepsut was on the throne before me, although female pharaohs have always been very unusual. 


			


		


		

			

				I am the pharaoh


			


		


		

			

				I am the Pharaoh
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				I used to hunt elephants as a way of relaxing, but now I am too old to do this. I have reigned for 54 years, which is almost a record for a pharaoh. 


				It is normal for Egyptian rulers to have several wives at the same time, so I have four who are Egyptian and another three who came from Asia. Between us, we have many children and I had always hoped that the first boy would be pharaoh after me. Unfortunately, Amenemhat died when he was a young man, so his brother Amenhotep will rule Egypt when I am dead.My people still call me ‘the Warrior’ because I have never lost a battle, but I am just as proud of my other achievements. I have paid for more than fifty temples and shrines to be built, including the enormous Festival Hall at Karnak. This is one of Egypt’s most important religious centres and I chose it as a place to worship more than sixty of my ancestors.
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				Women play an important part in Egyptian society. We are not just wives and mothers and many women own and run successful businesses. Others work as weavers or priestesses, and a few hold important government posts although this is quite unusual. One of the ways I help the Pharaoh is by interpreting or explaining his 
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