
		
			
				THE LITTLE BOOK OF

			

		

		
			
				ARSENAL

			

		

		
			
				Independent and Unofficial

			

		

		
			
				EDITED BY 

				NICK CALLOW

			

		

		
			
				FIFTH EDITION

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			
				First published by Carlton Books in 2002

				Updated editions 2010, 2017, 2020

				Published in 2023 by OH! An Imprint of Welbeck Non-Fiction Limited, part of Welbeck Publishing Group.

				Offices in: London – 20 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JWand Sydney – 205 Commonwealth Street, Surry Hills 2010www.welbeckpublishing.com

				Compilation text © Welbeck Non-Fiction Limited 2023Design © Welbeck Non-Fiction Limited 2023

				Disclaimer: This publication may contain copyrighted material, the use of which has not been specifically authorised by the copyright owner. The material in this publication is made available in this book under the fair use and intended only for review, research and news reporting purposes only. The publisher is not associated with any names, football clubs or associations, trademarks, service marks and trade names referred to herein, which are the property of their respective owners and are used solely for identification purposes. This book is a publication of OH! an Imprint of Welbeck Non-Fiction Limited and has not been licensed, approved, sponsored, or endorsed by any person or entity.

				All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means without prior written permission of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser. 

				A CIP catalogue record of this book is available from the British Library.

				ISBN 978 1 91161 032 8EISBN 978 1 80069 484 2

				Printed in China

				10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

	
		
			
				Contents

				INTRODUCTION 5

				Chapter 1: Good Old Arsenal 6

				Chapter 2: Glory Days 24

				Chapter 3: Heroes of the Shirt 42

				Chapter 4: Beat Your Neighbours 84

				Chapter 5: Transfer Talk 94

				Chapter 6: Gaffer Takes 110

				Chapter 7: Magic Moments 130

				Chapter 8: Arsene’s Gems 152

				Chapter 9: It’s Great to be a Gooner 170

			

		

	
		
		

	
		
			
				INTRODUCTION

				People say that footballers speak with their feet and that is certainly true of those who have played for Arsenal, but as these quotations show, they and many others connected with the Club can utter one or two words worth listening to when necessary. For new fans and life-timers, here are some of the gems from the great and the good who have graced the Highbury Stadium of fond memory or the Club’s magnificent new Emirates home, or in certain cases both arenas.

				Whether you want to discover the real reason behind Charlie George lying down in the centre circle after scoring his Double-winning goal in 1971, or who prided himself on scoring good own goals, this is the place to find out.

				From Herbert Chapman, Arsene Wenger and Mikel Arteta to Charlie George, Thierry Henry and Martin Odegaard, literary giants to illustrious fans, and one Club record-breaker to another – for them, and everyone devoted to the Club, there is only one Arsenal Football Club.
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				Chapter 1

			

		

		
			
				GOOD OLD ARSENAL
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					Good Old Arsenal

				

			

			
				
					Good Old Arsenal

				

			

		

		
			
				
					“I am going to make 

					this the greatest Club 

					in the world.”

				

			

			
				
					HERBERT CHAPMAN 

					sets the standards in 1925
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					Good Old Arsenal

				

			

			
				
					Good Old Arsenal

				

			

		

		
			
				
					“It’s one–nil to the Arsenal. That’s the way we like it.”

				

			

			
				
					Some things never change – GEORGE ALLISON 

					in the film The Arsenal Stadium Mystery
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					“The Club is so superbly run. 

					They say a swan serenely glides across the water and underneath it is paddling like mad. At Arsenal they don’t even have to paddle, they just glide. ” 

				

			

			
				
					MALCOLM ‘SUPERMAC’ MACDONALD 
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					“With a great name like ours only success is good enough.” 

				

			

			
				
					Former Arsenal player and manager DON HOWE, always demanded the highest standards
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					Good Old Arsenal
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					“Good old Arsenal, we’re 

					proud to say that name,

					while we sing this song we’ll 

					win the game.” 

				

			

			
				
					ARSENAL SUPPORTERS

				

			

		

		
			
				
					Good Old Arsenal

				

			

			
				
					Good Old Arsenal
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					“It’s a magnificent Club 

					and they really do look after the people that work for them, not just the players.”

				

			

			
				
					KENNY SANSOM 

				

			

		

		
			
				
					Good Old Arsenal

				

			

			
				
					Good Old Arsenal
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					“I vividly remember a nil–nil with Leeds. It was one of my all-time favourite matches – only an Arsenal supporter could say that of a goalless draw.” 

				

			

			
				
					RAY DAVIES 

					of The Kinks

				

			

		

		
			
				
					Good Old Arsenal

				

			

			
				
					Good Old Arsenal
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					“I thought football’s greatest honour was to captain England. 

					I was wrong. It was to captain Arsenal today.” 

				

			

			
				
					JOE MERCER 

					addresses a banquet after Arsenal were

					defeated in the FA Cup Final by Newcastle in 1952
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					“Going to matches at Highbury is like visiting church, it’s the stuff 

					of sustenance for the community’s infrastructure. I love it on matchdays when the whole area becomes a sea of red. It’s a special thing.”

				

			

			
				
					 1970s US actor, singer and Arsenal fan, DAVID SOUL –

					‘Hutch’ in the cult cop show Starsky & Hutch – gets the Highbury bug
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					Good Old Arsenal
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					“That’s what they teach you at Arsenal. You have to win, wherever you play – home or away, youth team, reserves or first team – you have to win a football match.”

				

			

			
				
					PAUL MERSON 
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					Good Old Arsenal
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					“Second in the league might be good enough somewhere else, but not at Arsenal.”
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