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				I’m Cierra and I love creating illustrations to inspire your next adventure. I have lived in London since 2013 and I am so glad I get to call it home. I love all that London has to offer – I can’t get enough of the food, history, culture, events, theatre, shopping, beautiful buildings and gardens. It’s no wonder people fall in love with London, whether they are visiting for a weekend or have lived here their entire lives.

				I created London Block by Block as a way to organise my favourite things about London. I wanted to create guides that are highly visual and fun but that also provide helpful information. Every map I create starts with an idea. It might be, Where are the best pancakes in London? What are the places everyone should visit in Marylebone? Or, Where in London 

			

		

		
			
				can you lose hours browsing the shelves of a beautiful bookshop? From there I research and curate a list to create a useful guide. Doing map research is one of my favourite aspects of my job. I spend hours walking around neighbourhoods, sitting in coffee shops, perusing shops, trying new-to-me bakeries and cafes, and looking for hidden corners. I am constantly consulting my ever-growing library of books about London, from history to fiction, kids books to cookbooks and everything in between. I also find a lot of inspiration from the internet. I love reading blogs about London, browsing Instagram looking for inspiration and reading articles about all the goings on.

				The next step is creating the map. This is always the most exciting part for me. I love playing around with how best to 
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				visually represent each element to make the perfect map. My goal is to create illustrations that are both beautiful and useful, that can be used as a guide for a day out in London or framed and hung as a piece of art in your home. Ultimately I want to produce beautiful maps that allow people to create memorable experiences of one of the best cities in the world.

				Humans have been using maps for thousands of years. When we look at a map we can make sense of our surroundings; we intuitively understand the relationship between where we are and where we want to go. The joy of creating my maps is that they are artistic and lovely to look at but also offer functionality and utility. And all the better if they lead you to a hidden corner of London or a delicious bakery!

			

		

		
			
				In this book, I hope you find some inspiration, whether it’s your first visit, you’re a seasoned vacationer or an all-your-life local. That’s the wonderful thing about London: there’s always more to explore.

				Cierra x
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				Afternoon Tea + Chocolate + Pancakes + Cheese lovers

				+ Coffee Shops + London Pubs + Food Markets + Hot Chocolate 

				+ Ice Cream + Bakeries
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				 One indulgence I’d highly recommend when visiting London is afternoon tea. Invented around 180 years ago, afternoon tea is a delicious part of British culture that is enjoyed by both tourists and locals alike. From top pastry chefs at five-star hotels to local bakeries, you really can take your pick of where to enjoy your tea. Regardless of where you go, the formula is almost always the same. Little sandwiches, fresh scones with clotted cream and jam, indulgent sweet treats and delicious tea – it will be a true event to remember. From traditional to child-friendly and casual to avant garde, there is an afternoon tea out there for everyone.

			

		

		
			
				LONDON BY FOOD

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				The Berkley 

				Wilton Pl, SW1X 7R The Prêt-à-Portea afternoon tea features style icons you can eat.

				The Orangerie at Kensington Palace  

				Kensington Gardens, W8 4PX  The only place in London where you can enjoy afternoon tea in the grounds of a royal palace. 

				The Kensington Hotel 

				113 Queen’s Gate, SW7 5LP  London landmarks have been turned into mouth-watering desserts, including a lemon curd Big Ben, a carrot cake Shard and a dark chocolate Gherkin.

				The Ampersand Hotel 

				Harrington Rd, SW7 3ER  If you love an interactive experience the Science Afternoon Tea is for you. The perfect way to unwind after spending a day at the museums.

				Brigit’s Bakery  

				6–7 Chandos Pl, WC2N 4HU  Enjoy afternoon tea while seeing the sites of London on an old Routemaster bus.

				The Connaught 

				Carlos Pl, W1K 2AL  An indulgent afternoon tea in the heart of Mayfair.

				Cutter & Squidge  

				Brewer St, W1F 0SJ  Test out your magical abilities and take afternoon tea in The Potions Room. 

				Cakes and Bubbles

				70 Regent St, W1B 4DY  Unique artisan desserts in the heart of Piccadilly. 
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				Peggy Porschen

				Multiple locations, Belgravia, Chelsea  This iconic pink London cafe offers a delicious afternoon tea.

				Fortnum & Mason  

				181 Piccadilly, W1A 1ER  Enjoy tea in the Diamond Jubilee Tea Salon, opened by the Queen herself, at this iconic London destination. (gf, df, veg available)

				The Langham  

				1 Portland Pl, W1B 1JA  With a focus on local and seasonal ingredients, the Palm Court is a delight. They also have an enchanting children’s afternoon tea if you are looking for a special day out with the kids.

				Rosewood London  

				252 High Holborn, WC1V 7EN  A contemporary afternoon tea is inspired by some of the greatest artists. Each dessert is a mini art piece in itself and are almost too beautiful to eat.

				Claridge’s  

				Brook Street, W1K 4HR  A seasonally changing menu with special menus for every holiday. With a focus on British ingredients, this afternoon tea is one that is sure to delight.

				Sketch  

				9 Conduit St, W1S 2XG  Enjoy tea in THAT pink room. It will not disappoint – from the food to the service, everything is top notch. The Savoy  

				Strand, WC2R 0EZ  Having served afternoon tea since 1889, they are masters in tradition. The sweeping view of the Thames and five-star service makes the experience extra special. 
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				Before the Industrial Revolution chocolate was something that was laborious, time intensive and very expensive to make. This meant it was not something enjoyed by everyday people. But advances to mechanization in the late 1800s meant chocolate could be mass produced and, more importantly, enjoyed by the masses. It was still considered a luxury, but one that people could afford for special occasions and holidays. We still enjoy these seasonal delights today, from chocolate boxes on Valentine’s to chocolate eggs at Easter, and chocolate everything at Christmas. Master chocolatiers around London are serving up chocolate in all its shapes and forms, for every occasion. From bean to bar to handmade truffles, there is something sure to please everyone at these incredible chocolate shops.
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				Melt Chocolates

				59 Ledbury Rd, W11 2AA  Handmade in Notting Hill with offerings of freshly made chocolates, brownies, hot cocoa and chocolate bars.

				Rococo Chocolates

				Multiple locations across London  Delicious flavours and all manner of chocolate delights, from truffles to scorched almonds to chocolate bars in an array of flavours.

				Charbonnel et Walker

				The Royal Arcade, Old Bond St, W1S 4BT  One of England’s oldest chocolatiers, with classic flavours and beautiful packaging. Holding a royal warrant, they have been a favourite of the royals since 1875.

				London Chocolate

				17 Connaught St, W2 2AY  Small-batch bean-to-bar chocolates made in the heart of Connaught Village. You can book a tour of the bean-to-bar process in their shop and see how the chocolate is made.

				Prestat Chocolates

				14 Princes Arcade, SW1Y 6DS  You can’t go wrong with a lovely box of chocolates from royal-warrant-holding Prestat.

				Paul A Young

				Multiple locations, SOHO, Islington  Award-winning cholocolatier Paul Young has two shops in London selling beautifully crafted chocolates that are sure to delight.

				Pierre Marcolini

				Multiple locations, Marylebone, Harrods, Selfridges  Belgian chocolate at its finest. Innovation and sustainability are key to the chocolate-making process at Pierre Marcolini.
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				Le Chocolat Alain Ducasse

				Coal Drops Yard, 15 Bagley Walk, N1C 4DH  Handcrafted bean to bar chocolate made in the heart of Paris. This luxurious French chocolate has found a warm welcome in London.

				Läderach

				254 Regent St, W1B 3AA  For 60 years Läderach has been producing the finest chocolates in the Swiss Alps. This central London outpost offers up all of their delightful chocolate creations, without you having to travel to Switzerland.

				Copperhouse Chocolate

				1 Chapel Market, N1 9EZ  Unparalleled vegan hot chocolate, chocolates, brownies and baked goods are all lovingly made in this North London cafe.

				William Curley

				Multiple locations, Soho, Harrods  Award-winning chocolates made using the finest ingredients. They also make delicious macarons, biscuits and cakes.

				XO Chocolate

				Chocolate London 87 Quicks Rd, SW19 1EX  Stunning chocolates handcrafted into mini masterpieces that are almost too pretty to eat. But do eat them because they are divine.

				Blowing Dandelion Chocolate

				3 Belvedere Rd, SE19 2HJ  Chocolate cake, truffles and, their real star, the Chocolate Solar System are loving handcrafted at this South London chocolaterie.
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				 Enjoying a stack of pancakes is the perfect way to start any day. In London, you can find just about every type of pancake available, from American-style buttermilk pancakes and traditional French crêpes to fluffy Japanese pancakes and mouthwatering ricotta hotcakes. There are delicious pancakes to be found in every corner of London, so if you are looking for some of the best pancakes this city has to offer then look no further.
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				Flotsam and Jepsam 

				4 Bellevue Parade, SW17 7EQ American-style pancakes served swimming in syrup, topped with bacon, berries and marscapone!

				Chiltern Fire House 

				1 Chiltern St, W1U 7PA  Fluffy buttermilk pancakes cooked to perfection and served with berries.

				Electric Diner 

				191 Portobello Rd, W11 2ED  Classic American-style pancakes with whipped butter and maple syrup.

				Farm Girl 

				59A Portobello Rd, W11 3DB  Try the ‘Cherry Ripe’, a buttermilk buckwheat pancake with coconut, cherry and chocolate on top!

				Fuwa Fuwa 

				37 Pembridge Rd, W11 3HG  Here you can get Japanese soufflé pancakes that are as light as air and with that perfect wobble. They also come with a range of tasty toppings.

				Granger and Co 

				Multiple locations, Chelsea, Clerkenwell, King’s Cross, Notting HillSuper light ricotta hotcakes with banana, maple syrup and melted honeycomb butter.

				Greenberry 

				101 Regent’s Park Rd, NW1 8UR Buttermilk pancakes served with ricotta and berries.

				Half Cup 

				100–102 Judd St, WC1H 9NT  A savoury stack full of melted cheese, Parma ham and topped with a fried egg

				Le Creperie de Hampstead 

				77 Hampstead High St, NW3 1RE  The most authentic French crepes you’ll find in London.
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				Little Blue Door 

				871–873 Fulham Rd, SW6 5HP  Saturday brunch sorted. Pancakes with charred fruit, sour cream and honey.

				The Breakfast Club 

				12–16 Artillery Lane, E1 7LS  American pancakes and classic breakfast foods served with plenty of syrup.

				Outsider Tart

				83 Chiswick High Rd, W4 2EF  Pick between buttermilk and cornmeal pancakes, served with berries and American hospitality.

				Proud Mary’s 

				1C Oaklands Grove, W12 0JD  A large stack of super-thick pancakes served with a generous side of syrup and lots of berries and banana.

				Riding House Cafe

				43–51 Great Titchfield St, W1W 7PQ  Indulgent blueberry buttermilk pancakes topped with clotted cream and lots of maple syrup.

				The Wolseley

				160 Piccadilly, W1J 9EB  Some of London’s most photographed pancakes, and it’s easy to see why. They also offer classic crepes too.

				Where the Pancakes Are

				85A Southwark Bridge Rd, SE1 0NQ  Something for everyone, from classic buttermilk pancakes to Dutch Babies.
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