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INTRODUCTION


A mother’s love is like no other – both fierce and quiet, strong and gentle, demanding and selfless, incredibly complicated and, somehow, the most simple thing on earth. It changes form and takes a new shape as her children grow and take their own steps into the world, and yet through all these variables it is always… there. Unrelenting and eternal. They say you only get 18 summers with your children, but being a mother is a job for life, and even when they’re all grown up, they’ll always be her babies.


Just as a lioness will fight to the death to protect her cubs, or an elephant will risk drowning to save her calf from a rushing river, a mother’s desire to protect her children is primal, hard-wired into her from the moment she becomes one. Although, as any 14-year-old who’s ever been forced to wear a sweater because their mother felt cold knows, that same protective instinct can seem a little too much at times. In truth, however, we know we’d be nowhere without them, and their love is the safe haven we return to no matter how old we get.
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