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INTRODUCTION


Liverpool Football Club. Just those three words evoke a history that is both unique and cherished all over the world.


Liverpool are a truly global club with a fanbase to match, but what is it about this football club that makes it so special? Is it the supporters? Anfield? The Kop? Or could it be the generations of wonderful players and managers that have represented the Reds over the years?


It’s impossible to think about Liverpool without thinking of Bill Shankly and Bob Paisley. Kevin Keegan, Kenny Dalglish, Ray Clemence… stellar names and legends all. But if they were all from a bygone era, Jürgen Klopp, Mo Salah and Virgil van Dijk are very much from more modern times.


Of course, the connection with The Beatles and the spine-tingling anthem “You’ll Never Walk Alone”, sang on a packed and swaying Kop, are equally synonymous with Liverpool FC. After all, Liverpool city itself is imbued with the same indefinable magic; a place that has contributed as much to the world as cities many times bigger. And these players and managers know better than anyone that if you give your all to Liverpool, Liverpool will give it all back. Once a Red, always a Red.


In the pages that follow, you’ll discover the players and managers that have stood out and remained in the memories of those lucky enough to have seen them. These icons of the club embody the best of Liverpool, from the fearsome fighting spirit of Tommy Smith to the loyal longevity of Jamie Carragher.


From the past, to the here and now, The Little Book of Liverpool Legends showcases the giants that have made this football club what it is today.
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THE GREATEST GOALKEEPERS


That there are only four goalkeepers in our opening chapter is not down to a lack of quality – more the longevity and excellence of those included…








[image: Red shirts numbered 1.]


Ray Clemence


1967 – 1981


When both Bill Shankly and Bob Paisley keep you as their No. 1 throughout their time as manager, you must be doing something right!


As it happens, Ray Clemence was very, very good. He remains one of the greatest goalkeepers of modern times and certainly has to be in the mix to be considered as the club’s best custodian of all-time. His battle for the England jersey with Peter Shilton went on throughout the seventies, with no England manager able to separate them. Reliable, with excellent handling, he was the perfect man to keep goal during Liverpool’s glory years.







GAMES






	League


	470







	FA Cup


	54







	League Cup


	55







	Europe


	80







	Other


	6







	Total


	665








TROPHIES


First Division x 5


FA Cup x 1


League Cup x 1


FA Charity Shield x 5


European Cup x 3


UEFA Cup x 2


European Super Cup x 1








[image: Open quotation.]


He’s a nicely built lad, with one or two mannerisms, and maybe a wee bit cocky. But we’re getting him in plenty of time to work on him.


[image: Close quotation.]


BILL SHANKLY


[image: Open quotation.]


On the field he was a very natural goalkeeper. He was tall and incredibly athletic and had great hands. Ray was totally reliable and unfussy. He was not showy or extravagant but of his era there were very few better.


[image: Close quotation.]


PETER SHILTON





[image: Open quotation.]


I couldn’t play anywhere else. I never wanted to be a goalkeeper. The sports master nominated me to go into goal. When I went into goal it was just natural for me to do.


[image: Close quotation.]


RAY CLEMENCE


[image: Open quotation.]


My mum had phoned the council to send someone to find me. She’d had a call from the club to say Scunthorpe had agreed a fee with Liverpool and it was up to me if I wanted to go. My life changed at that moment, as I’m standing there stacking deckchairs.


[image: Close quotation.]


RAY CLEMENCE
on learning he was about to become a Liverpool player
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Bruce Grobbelaar


1981 – 1994


Bruce Grobbelaar represented Liverpool between 1981 and 1994, becoming one of English football’s most memorable characters in the process.


The Zimbabwean is best remembered for his eccentric playing style, which occasionally saw him performing handstands during games or even swinging from the crossbar.


For all his flamboyance and occasional clowning around, he was a very good goalkeeper, often cited as one of the original “sweeper keepers”. After joining the Reds from Crewe, he went on to make 628 appearances and will be forever remembered for his famous “spaghetti legs” penalty shoot-out routine that helped Liverpool win the European Cup in 1984.







GAMES






	League


	440







	FA Cup


	62







	League Cup


	70







	Europe


	38







	Other


	18







	Total


	628








TROPHIES


First Division x 6


FA Cup x 3


League Cup x 3


FA Charity Shield x 5


European Cup x 1








[image: Open quotation.]


Brucie, Brucie, give us a wave.


[image: Close quotation.]


THE KOP
and Brucie would never disappoint


[image: Open quotation.]


Everybody has an opinion about Bruce Grobbelaar, but it’s the opinion of the men who play in front of him that matters most. If they lost confidence in him, he wouldn’t last five minutes. But Liverpool defenders have always had a greater appreciation of him than anybody else.


[image: Close quotation.]


BOB PAISLEY





[image: Open quotation.]


I had to learn some hard lessons in my early days because I was a bit of a showman, a kind of Jekyll and Hyde character.


[image: Close quotation.]


BRUCE GROBBELAAR
on his early eccentricities at Anfield


[image: Open quotation.]


When you go out on to that field it’s going to be war. Sportsmanship is playing to the best of your abilities and then, afterwards, shaking your opponent’s hand.


[image: Close quotation.]


BRUCE GROBBELAAR
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Pepe Reina


2005 – 2014


When Pepe Reina joined Liverpool in 2005, few could have realised the impact he would have with the club. He made his debut in the UEFA Super Cup and never looked back, keeping the No. 1 jersey for the next eight seasons and claiming the Premier League Golden Glove award in his first three seasons.


Another early prototype for the sweeper-keeper of today – when required, Reina was a leader from the back, dominating his area with his commanding presence. He was also an excellent shot-stopper, was good with the ball at his feet and a formidable presence when facing penalties – all in all, a top keeper who paid back his transfer fee many times over.







GAMES






	League


	285







	FA Cup


	14







	League Cup


	8







	Europe


	84







	Other


	3







	Total


	394








TROPHIES


FA Cup x 1


League Cup x 1


FA Community Shield x 1


UEFA Super Cup x 1








[image: Open quotation.]


This consistency makes him a top-class goalkeeper. I would say he is one of the best keepers in the world now. When we signed him I said he was the best in Spain and Iker Casillas was doing really well too. Our fans know he’s really important, and some journalists also. If they know about football, they can see the difference between Pepe and the other keepers.


[image: Close quotation.]


RAFA BENITEZ


[image: Open quotation.]


He is extremely quick, has great reflexes, is very brave and is a good kicker of the ball. If you put all those qualities together then you have a very good goalkeeper.


[image: Close quotation.]


RAY CLEMENCE





[image: Open quotation.]


My time in England is where I have felt truly like a footballer, and I have put my name among the best players. I’m very proud to have played almost 400 games with Liverpool.


[image: Close quotation.]


PEPE REINA


[image: Open quotation.]


I consider Liverpool my home, and it will always be like that. It’s what they say: once a Red, always a Red.


[image: Close quotation.]


PEPE REINA





[image: Red shirts numbered 1.]


Alisson Becker


2018 – present day


Integral to one of the best Liverpool sides of modern times, Brazilian goalkeeper Alisson Becker has helped define the way modern goalkeepers play.


Equally comfortable saving shots as he is with the ball at his feet, his pinpoint distribution was a key component to Jürgen Klopp’s high-octane Liverpool side that went toe-to-toe with Manchester City in numerous title races.


A calming influence and an excellent shot-stopper, Alisson has earned his place among the pantheon of legendary Liverpool goalkeepers and is also regarded as one of the world’s greats.







GAMES*






	League


	215







	FA Cup


	9







	League Cup


	2







	Europe


	52







	Other


	4







	Total


	282








* as of 31/01/2025


TROPHIES


Premier League x 1


FA Cup x 1


League Cup x 1


Champions League x 1


FIFA Club World Cup x 1








[image: Open quotation.]


Is Alisson worth €50m? Don’t be silly, he’s worth far more than that... I don’t think many people have realised who Alisson is. This guy is a phenomenon. He is the Number One of Number Ones. He is the Messi of goalkeepers, because he has the same mentality as Messi. He is a goalkeeper who can mark an era.


[image: Close quotation.]


ROBERTO NEGRISOLO
the former Roma goalkeeper coach lauds Alisson


[image: Open quotation.]


Alisson is a surprise only for those who haven’t seen him before. What really strikes me is how he deals with dangerous situations so efficiently. That gives his team a lot of confidence.


[image: Close quotation.]


GIANLUIGI BUFFON





[image: Open quotation.]


I like to focus on good positioning. If you have that, you are one step in front of the opponent. If you can act before having to react, it is better. I try to read the game as well, read the striker, look at his movements.


[image: Close quotation.]


ALISSON BECKER


[image: Open quotation.]


I’m too emotional these last months for everything that happened with me, with my family. Football is my life, I played since I remember as a human being with my father. I hope he was here to see it but I’m sure that he’s seeing with God on his side and celebrating.


[image: Close quotation.]


ALISSON BECKER
on his injury-time goal against West Brom in 2021
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