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1 Diaries and journals
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Jason’s diary


What did you do in your school holidays? Where did you go?


Look at the diary, and then answer the questions that follow.
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My diary


Monday


Yesterday our cousin arrived for the last week of the holidays. Cousin John is cricket-mad, so today we all went to Queen’s Park.


Tuesday


Went to the beach and played volleyball.


Then we went swimming in the sea.


Wednesday


Stayed at home and read my book. It’s called ‘Backfire’, and it’s a collection of 17 Caribbean short stories. They’re really good – I can’t put the book down.


Thursday


Went to my friend’s house to play music.


John loves steel pans. My friend’s uncle played his favourite rhythms.


Friday


Stayed at home in the morning, then went to the beach. We flew our kites as high as the sky.


Saturday


Dad took us to the races. He calls horse-racing ‘the sport of kings’. I agree. We had a really good time.


Sunday


Went to church and sang my sister’s favourite songs. After church, we watched a game of lawn tennis in the car park. On the way home Mum bought us snow cones.[image: ]


Notes


My sister is reading ‘Tanti at de Oval’.


She likes the pictures.
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Questions





1  Name three things that the children did during their school holidays.



2  On which day did they watch lawn tennis?



3  Name two books mentioned in the diary.



4  Why do you think Jason’s dad called horse-racing ‘the sport of kings’?
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Taking turns





1  Tell the class about your school holidays. Who did you see? What did you play? What did you eat? Here are some pictures to help you.
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2  Now ask what your classmates did during the holidays. Start your question with: What did …?
For example:







    Q: What did you do in the holidays?



    A: I flew my kite.



    Q: What did you do last Saturday?



    A: I went swimming with my friends.









3  Practise taking turns. First you ask a question and listen to your partner’s answer.
Then your partner asks a question, and you answer.
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A journal


Read Sonya’s journal about what made her school holidays special.
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Questions






1    Name two holiday activities in Sonya’s journal.



2    What did Jason really enjoy doing during the holidays?



3    What did Sonya really enjoy doing during the holidays?



4    Which job does Jason dream of doing when he grows up?



5    Why was Bussa important?



6    Quote a saying or proverb that is mentioned in the journal. What does it mean?



7    What sorts of things happen on Literacy Day?



8    What did you do on Emancipation Day?



9    Can you tell the class about any Caribbean poets or storytellers?



10  Which are your favourite poems or books?
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Sports





1  Unscramble these sports words from the world of cricket, volleyball, netball or football.
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2  Copy the table into your exercise book. Write the sports words in the correct column. The first two have been done for you. Which words can be used for more than one sport?
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3  Look at these action words (or verbs) for sports. Write five sentences using one of these action words, one time word and one of the words from the table on page 11.
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a  Yesterday …



b  Last Saturday …



c  Last year …



d  Last summer …



e  The day before yesterday …
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Simple past tense


If we know WHEN something happened, we use the simple past tense. For example:





•  Last night I played cricket.




•  When the sun went down, we went home.




•  Yesterday we went to the beach.




•  After church we ate a delicious dinner.
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Regular verbs


Regular verbs add -ed to the end of the verb. For example:





•  walk [image: ] walked




•  drop [image: ] dropped




•  reply [image: ] replied




•  need [image: ] needed




•  serve [image: ] served




•  kick [image: ] kicked






Irregular verbs


Irregular verbs do not follow rules for forming the simple past tense.





1  Match the basic verbs with the past tense verbs in these tables. The table of irregular verbs on page 159 will help you.









	Basic verb

	Past tense






	bring

	clapped






	buy

	hit






	catch

	carried






	eat

	caught






	read

	brought






	hit

	read






	clap

	ate






	carry

	bought






	go

	came






	post

	meant






	come

	found






	leave

	told






	run

	left






	tell

	posted






	find

	went






	mean

	ran








Questions in the simple past tense



Think about the questions you asked each other on page 9. You used ‘did’ for questions that asked about your friends’ school holidays.





2  Work in pairs. Make three questions with ‘what did’, ‘where did’ or ‘when did’, and the basic form of three verbs from the tables on page 12. Your partner must answer using the past tense. For example:







    Q: Where did you go last night?



    A: I went to a football match.
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The organisation of this book


Think about this Student’s Book, and how it is organised. Work in pairs or small groups to answer these questions.





1  What can you learn from the front and back covers?



2  How many pages does this book have?



3  Find the contents page at the beginning of this book. How many units (chapters) are there?



4  Look at the Contents page on the right.








a  Look at the second column. Which genre will you learn about in Unit 1? And in Unit 2?



b  Where will you learn about writing descriptions?



c  Where will you learn about the simple past tense?
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5  Look at the second column again in the Contents page on page 13. Think about the main headings in Unit 1. The first heading is ‘Diaries and journals’. What are the other headings in Unit 1?



6  Now look at the Unit 2 headings in the second column. Predict what you will learn about in this unit.



7  Look at the table of irregular verbs on page 159. What is the simple past tense of buy? Now find the simple past tense of catch, go and say.
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Which books do you like?





8    Find two books at home or at school.



9    What is the name of the author of each book?



10  How many chapters (units) are in the book?



11  Does your book have pictures? Do you like the pictures? Why?
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A journal


You are going to write a journal about your school holidays.





1  Write notes about the main things you did in the holidays. Use the simple past tense.



2  Work in pairs. Tell your partner about your holiday, using your notes. Did your partner ask questions? Can you add more information?



3  What was the most important part of your holiday? (In Sonya’s journal on page 10, it is the fact that her Granddad visited.)



4  Start your journal with a topic sentence about the best part of your school holidays.



5  Start a new paragraph for each new activity. For example, you could write one paragraph about sports and another paragraph about food.



6  Finish your journal with a paragraph saying why the holidays were really special.



7  Share your journal with your friends. Ask them for corrections and suggestions.



8  Add some pictures to your journal. Take it home and share it with your family.








2 Descriptions
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A web page


You can learn about other countries in the world using a computer. Read the web page about children who live in Belize, and then answer the questions that follow.
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Questions






1  Where do the two children live?



2  What can you see in the rainforest?



3  What can you see in Belize City?



4  Along the top of the web page, and down the left-hand side, you can see labels, or tabs.
Which tab must you click on for information about music? Which tab must you click on for information about plants and animals?



5  Would you prefer to visit the boy or the girl from Belize? Why?
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Where would you like to visit?


Which place would you like to visit? Jamaica? Paris? London? New York? Ask your teacher or your family to help you find information about the place. Maybe you can use a computer, or go to the library for help.


Prepare to explain why you would like to visit that place, and share information about the people and the places of interest.
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Work in pairs or small groups. Make notes together.





1  Take turns to ask questions and find information.



2  Write three sentences about the place you have chosen. Use the present tense.



3  Play a game! Present your description to the class. Can your classmates guess which place you would like to visit?
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A poem describing the sea


Read the poem about the sea. Look at the glossary to help you understand the more difficult words.
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The Fringe of the Sea


We do not like to awaken


far from the fringe of the sea,


we who live upon small islands.


We like to rise up early,


  5   quick in the agile mornings


and walk out only little distances


to look down at the water,


to know it is swaying near to us


with songs, and tides, and endless boatways,


10   and undulate patterns and moods.


We want to be able to saunter beside it


slowpaced in burning sunlight,


bare-armed, barefoot, bareheaded,


and to stoop down by the shallows


15   sifting the random water


between assaying fingers


like farmers do with soil,


and to think of turquoise mackerel


turning with consummate grace,


20   sleek and decorous and


elegant in high blue chambers.


We want to be able to walk out into it,


to work in it,


dive and swim and play in it,


25   to row and sail


and pilot over its sandless highways,


and to hear


its call and murmurs wherever we may be.


All who have lived upon small islands


30   want to sleep and awaken


close to the fringe of the sea.


By AL Hendriks
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Glossary


agile – moving quickly and easily


assaying – testing, feeling


consummate – perfectly beautiful


decorous – elegant


fringe – edge


pilot – to find a way


saunter – to walk slowly


shallows – water that is not deep


sleek – smooth and glossy


swaying – moving slowly from side to side


undulate – like waves



Quick questions






1  Find one similarity and one difference between the first and last verses of the poem.



2  Which verse mentions feeling the water? (The glossary on page 17 will help you.)



3  Which verse talks about experiencing the sea in lots of different ways?





Deeper questions





4  Find at least two words that express the movement of the sea.



5  Find at least five words that express the movement of people in or near the sea.



6  Name some things that the poet loves about







    a  looking at the sea


    b  entering the sea.





Special questions for you





7  How does the poem make you feel?



8  Do you like being close to the ‘fringe of the sea’? Why?



9  Change the word We to I and us to me in the poem. Read the poem to your friend or to your classmates.






[image: ] Working with words



New reading words


Here are three ways to understand new reading words.





•  First, try to understand them in context. For example, in the web page about Belize (on page 15), huge beak helps to describe a bird – the keel-billed toucan. There is a picture of a bird on the same page. You can guess that beak means the bird’s nose and mouth.



•  We sometimes make words from two other words, for example boatways. If we know that way is a path, we can guess that boatway is a kind of path for boats. Another example is swing-bridge on the web page about Belize. A swing-bridge is a bridge that swings open.



•  Sometimes words have a root, and then a suffix (or ending). The table below shows some examples.






	Root

	Suffix

	New word






	care

	-ful

	careful






	care

	-ful + ly

	carefully






	colour

	-ful

	colourful






	danger

	-ous

	dangerous






	inform

	-ation

	information






	end

	-less

	endless













1  In the poem on page 17, find at least two words that are made from two other words.



2  Play a game! Who can be the first to find ten new words with suffixes? Do not use the words in the table!
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Subject–verb agreement


The subject of a sentence is the person or thing that does the action. The verb is the action word. Sometimes, an object follows the verb. For example:
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When we describe a person or place in English, we usually use the simple present tense. For example:


Belize City lies at the mouth of the Belize River.


If we are describing only one person or place, then we must use a singular verb.


The third person singular (he, she, it) of the simple present tense always ends in -s.





1  How many examples of the third person singular -s can you find in the descriptions of Belize in the web page on page 15?



2  In the poem ‘The Fringe of the Sea’ on page 17, there are many words ending in -s, but they are plural nouns (for example, islands). There is only one verb with a third person singular -s. (It is part of the verb to be.) Why is the third person singular -s not common in the poem? Choose the correct answer.








a  The poem is in the past tense.



b  The poem is written in the first person.



c  The poem is written in the passive.








3  Change one verse of the poem into the third person singular, so that the subject is he or she.
For example:





He does not like to awaken


Far from the fringe of the sea,


He who lives upon small islands.
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Comparison of adjectives



Adjectives describe people, places and things. If we compare two people or things, we use a comparative adjective. Short adjectives add -er to make the comparative, for example poor [image: ] poorer. The comparative adjective is often followed by than.
For example:





•  My Dad is taller than me.






Long adjectives (with three or more syllables) use more to make the comparative.
For example:





•  My village is more beautiful than the next village.




•  A tiger is more dangerous than a pussy cat.






When we describe more than two people or things, we use a superlative adjective for the thing that is ‘on top’ (the one that is the highest, longest, best, and so on). Short adjectives add -est to make the superlative,


for example poor [image: ] poorest. The word the always comes before the superlative adjective.
For example:





•  My Dad is the tallest person in our family.






Long adjectives (with three or more syllables) use most to make the superlative.
For example:





•  My village is the most beautiful village on our Island.




•  That book is the most interesting book in our library.






Remember that some common adjectives are irregular. For example:





•  good [image: ] better [image: ] best




•  bad [image: ] worse [image: ] worst




•  many [image: ] more [image: ] most.








4  Work in small groups. Make true sentences comparing one another using the words in the box.
For example: Nelson has a bigger family than me.
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Share your examples with your classmates.





5  Which of these adjectives describes your country, or the place where you live?
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6  Write five sentences about your country and another country. For example:







    •  My country is smaller than the USA. Our Island has the best beaches.
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Using a dictionary: alphabetical order


When you open the middle of a dictionary, you find a list of words in bold type. They are in alphabetical order. At the top of the left-hand page, there is a guideword: this is the first headword on the page. At the top of the right-hand page, you will see another guideword: that is the last headword on that page.
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1  What are the guidewords on the above dictionary pages?



2  Why is the word firewood before firework?



3  What information does the dictionary give you about the word fish?



4  What information does the dictionary give you about the word firstly?



5  Put these proper nouns in alphabetical order.
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Descriptions





1  Write a description of your village or your district. Think about everything you know and experience there. Here are some ideas to help you.
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Life in Belize

Ilive in avillage

in the Maya

mountains. In

the rainforest

around us, we

can hear lots of

birds, including

our national

bird, the keel-

billed toucan. ~ |
This bird is very colourful, and it
has a huge beak. Sometimes we
see dangerous animals such as
pumas and crocodiles.

My Dad works the ground — he
grows corn, beans and squash.
My Mum cooks delicious tortillas,
and she sells them in the market.
I'love my home village!

Domincan
e Reputic

o Puerto

Cayman Barbados

Idmngs Jamoca
ConbbeanSem Tanidos

My home isin

Belize City, near

the famous

swing-bridge.

The bridge

allows tall fishing

boats to sail

up river to take

fish to the city.

My Granddad ]
remembers the

hurricane that damaged the
bridge when he was young.

My Dad works as a motorbike
mechanic, and my Mum is
anurse.

We speak our language, Kriol, at
home, but we learn English and
Spanish at school. My home is
the best place on Earth!
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Which verb has
the same spelling
but different
pronunciation in
the present and
the past tense?
Which verb has
the same spelling
AND the same
pronunciation in
the present and
the past tense?
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My Dad grows corn, beans and squash.
Subject Verb Object
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Extract from ‘Longman Basic English Dictionary’ by Pearson Education Limited. The publishers wish to acknowledge
Gillian Lazar, Sinda Lopez, Carole Owen and Valerie Smith for their contribution to the Longman New Junior
Dictionary on which this dictionary is based. Reproduced with permission by Pearson Education Limited.





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/8-1.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/8-2.jpg
L

¢





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/4-1.gif
to parents

Role-play discussion:
Listening and taking turns

Unit | Topic Let’slook at ... , ’ Listening and Reading and
(visual literacy) speaking comprehension
1 Diarlesand My diary Role play: A journal:
el Taking turns In conversation My holidays
2 Descriptions A web page about Belize: Role play: A poem:
Layout and headings Where would you like to visit? ‘The Fringe of the Sea’, by AL
Hendriks
&) Instructions  Pancake recipes: « Role play: Gving Instructions A story:
Method and layout « Consonants at the beginning  ‘Heaven Is a cricket ground”
and end of words
4 Volcanoes A map of Montserrat: « Role play: Gving directions Ahistorical report:
Key and symbols « Saying dates ‘Avolcano In Ttaly’
5 Poetry An event programme: Pronunciation: A dramatic poem:
Poetry Challenge « Word stress - strong and ‘Charley and Miss Morley’s
weak syllables Goat’, followed by class
« Rhythm dramatisation
« Rhyme
6 Celebration! | A formal letter of Invitation

Magazine article:
‘NIne mornings In St Vincent
and the Grenadines’

attachment

Role play:
What sort of mask will you make
together?

7 Achlevements | Critical reading: Role play: A newspaper article:
A web page, with Making a speech, with proverbs  ‘The autoblography of
advertisements Kwailan La Borde’
8 Expressing  Critical reading: Role-play discussion: A book review:
opinions A television schedule, with Expressing opinions ‘Kung Fu Trip’ by Benjamin
advertisements Zephanlah
9 Facts and fun A personal emall, with

Expository report:
‘Hummingbirds’
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Unit | Topic Let’slook at ... ’ ?. Listening and Reading and
(visual literacy) speaking comprehension
10 Food, Food values Role play: An Informal letter:
glorious food! What would you like to eat? From New Orleans, USA
n Music and Music for ‘Twinkle, twinkle little  Drama: Blography:
song star’ “The Calypso King’ ‘Lord Kitchener’
12 Carlbbean A publicity poster Role play: Story:
creativity Telephone skills ‘The Blue Room’

13 Adventures A map from Identifying routes  Talking about experiences: Story:
and locations Present perfect tense ‘A Journey to a Florida theme
park’
14 Sports for fun | Athletics table: Drama: Expository report:
Interpreting results The special cyclist ‘Blcydcles’
15 Health - Health posters: Role play: A myth from West Africa:
facts and Interpreting their message Doctor and patient “The Orphan Girl"
myths,
16 Best people A timeline: Listening and note-taking A formal letter:
Avisit to England To the editor of a newspaper
17 Our dlass A dass yearbook Role play: Reflections:
yearbook Planning the class yearbook Achlevements of the
school year
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My journal

My name is Sonya. My holidays were very
special, because our Granddead came to
visit us from Barbados.

We all wens 1o the airport to fetch
Granddad. My brother, Jason, loves going

there. He knows the names of all the planes:

Jumbo jet, Airbus, and many others,

T want £0 be an airline pilot when I grow
up,” my brother told Granddad,

‘Well,” said Granddad, ‘you must study
sl ot to dive for diamonds.’

‘But I don’t want to dive, I want to fly,
replied Jason,

‘Same thing,” said Granddad. Yoy won't
be a pilot if you don't study hard,’

Every morning, Granddad got up early
and prepared breakfast for us. Then he
went to the market, and we went to the
beach to swim and play cricket.

‘You be careful,’ Granddad said 1o us
every day. The sea has no back door.
Don’t swim too far out.’

‘No, Granddad,’ we said,

When we came home in the evening,

25 Gronddad sat gn ghe balcony and told us
stories. Some of them were Anansi stories,
and others were ghous his adventures when
he was a child, We loved listening to his
voice and sharing that time with him.

30 We celebrated Emancipation Day with
Granddad. Tn Barbados,’ he explained, ‘our
hero, Bussa, led a slave rebellion in April
1816. Next time Yyou visit me, I'll show you
the statue of him breaking his chains’

35 Before he went home, Granddad took
us to the library. Literacy Day is on
8 September, and we heard some brilliant
storytellers. The best one was Aunty Gi-Gi,
and there was also q visiting storyteller

40 called John Agard. He read a funny poem
about the Queen’s English. The next day,

I found John Agard on YouTube,
My holidays Were fantastic, but now I'm
happy to be back at school.
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‘When you express a
wish, use I'd like to.
For example: I'd like

o visit my Granddad.
I'd means I would.)
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T’dlike to go to
Where would New York because ...

you like to go?






