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How to use this Ebook


Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.





Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.





You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.




Introduction


If, like me, you adore all forms of calligraphy and the craftsmanship it takes to create these beautiful letterforms, then I hope this book will provide you with a treasure trove of inspiration, techniques, mediums and styles to explore. There is no limit to the different styles of lettering a calligrapher can achieve during their lifetime, from mastering Copperplate, Spencerian and Modern, to Uncial, Roman and Blackletter. Once you start challenging yourself and stepping out of your comfort zone, the calligraphy world is your oyster.


Let this book be the start of your journey to discovering new forms of calligraphy from around the globe. Featured in its pages are dozens of traditional and not-so-traditional styles by contemporary trailblazers of the lettering world. This book is here to act as an inspiration and introduction to each concept. I urge you to delve further into all of the calligraphy ideas featured; not only will you expand your knowledge of this beautiful and diverse artform, but you will also discover new and unique directions for your own practice.
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My Sunshine, Lyndsey Gribble





Practising Flourishing


TECHNIQUE #1
[image: illustration]



Zoé Brochard is a French calligrapher who uses familiar words such as names of months or well-known phrases to practise her calligraphy styles. This is a particularly good idea when you are new to flourishing because it allows you to quickly master writing the word in the first instance, and from there you can experiment with various styles of flourishing. Here, Brochard uses Copperplate script. She says, ‘I really like flourishing this script and adding all these beautiful fine hairlines. This is a script that requires a lot of precision in the hand.’


To recreate similar effects, begin with small gentle flourishes until you are confident, and then work out where in the word you will position larger flourishes: at the end, the beginning or in the middle. Consider, too, where on each letterform you are going to place the flourishing; will it be on the ascender or the descender? A lighter touch is needed to create large ovals and fluid flourishes, and an oblique penholder will aid with this.
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TOP LEFT:
Elégance
TOP RIGHT:
Flourished capital B in Copperplate script
BOTTOM:
La vie est belle






Letterpress


TECHNIQUE #2
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Combining calligraphy with a print method, such as letterpress, is a great way to showcase your work. Stationery such as notecards, envelopes and invitations featuring calligraphy combined with letterpress is very popular. Joi Hunt of Bien Fait Calligraphy has combined her beautiful lettering style with a complementary serif typeface, and then added an extra dimension and depth to her work with letterpress print. Hunt says, ‘Having a wonderful relationship with your letterpress printer is essential; they will understand how to get the most out of your style with their letterpress printing techniques.’


Hunt uses a specific nib for this process – she states that the most flexible nib always results in thicker strokes when you apply pressure. This makes it easier for the letterpress-plate maker to create a plate that shows off the detail of the work, giving the calligraphy a luxurious, almost three-dimensional debossed feel to the touch.
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TOP:
Scripted notecards
BOTTOM:
Cuneo monogram
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Cuneo invite 1






Combining Digital Calligraphy with Photography


APPLICATION #1
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There are numerous ways to adapt your letterforms for online production if you want to use your calligraphy for digital creations such as websites, social media, or digital advertising. The calligraphy work of Callyane is a perfect example of one way to undertake this task: ‘My creations allow me to mix old techniques (e.g. handmade calligraphy with a nib) with more modern renderings (e.g. integration of calligraphy in photographs).’


Callyane writes her letterforms out by hand, scans them into a computer and then uses a design program to tidy up the edges of her words. Using a program such as Photoshop, she arranges a composition over a photograph. In this example, it looks as though each leaf has been individually lettered upon.


Why not go through your photograph collection and see if any could be improved upon with the addition of calligraphy?
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Love Cactus






Inspiration from Your Surroundings


INSPIRATION #1
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A great way to develop your skills is to take inspiration from your surroundings as you write: what is on your bookshelf, on your walls, in your home, or in your natural surroundings? You could even let yourself be influenced by what you are listening to, as Claire Gould of By Moon & Tide has done here. ‘This piece was inspired by one of my favourite musicians, Emily Barker, whose songs are hauntingly beautiful – and I wanted to reflect the delicate high notes of the song in the stretched out, exaggerated modern lettering on the page.’


Try taking a pen, ink and paper with you wherever you go and allow yourself to be inspired by your surroundings.
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The Artisan Calligrapher






Vectorizing Ornate Letterforms


TECHNIQUE #3
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The fine, delicate calligraphy letterforms created here by Chae Ho Lee require patience to create. His arrangement of flourishes results in elaborate pieces of art such as this letter ‘I’.


‘The work was inspired by the calligraphic letterforms of the famous penman Edward Cocker. I used the computer to draw vector points that require a precision in line and detail that is almost impossible to replicate by hand.’


The finished piece was created by importing the vector into Photoshop and editing the layer settings to show a final deep embossed finish.


To create something similar, search for your own historical calligraphic inspiration. Study pen placement and positioning – where hairline strokes need to become fragile flourishes and where sections intersect. Do a quick mock-up with a pencil, then draw directly into a computer program. Next, apply anchor points to your letter in positions where you can experiment with their placement and bezier curves. This task requires a lot of time, but it is well worth the effort.
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TOP:
The Letter I embossed
BOTTOM:
The Letter I with vectors






Handmade Paper


MATERIAL #1
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Calligrapher and papermaker Lauren Smith uses traditional techniques to make paper. ‘Making handmade paper from plant fibres is a creative passion of mine and I love the resulting natural textures that can be achieved. However, it is a challenging surface for calligraphy as it is often fibrous, roughly textured and highly absorbent.’
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