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				Looking at Blue

				‘You must look at all of life with the eyes of a child.’ (Henri Matisse, 1953)

				The rainbow is an extraordinary phenomenon: a natural collection of colour samples that occurs in specific light and weather conditions. Nobody has ever managed to get close to it and touch it, but if we ever stretch our imaginations and make such a thing happen, perhaps we would have the chance to pick up the colours, one by one, and examine them carefully, discover them and enjoy them. 

				Humans have always been fascinated by colours and have tried to create and use them since the dawn of time. This is why every colour has a story to tell, and in this series of books, we have tried to share some of those stories with you. The books originated at the Palazzo Vecchio, in Florence, where the Associazione MUS.E works constantly to restore works of art to their authentic colours, with the support of Giotto-FILA, who actually manufacture colours. Thank you, Giotto-FILA.

				This book examines blue, perhaps the best-loved colour of all. Blue – like velvet, like water, like a dream. A blue that is deep, mysterious, full of longing, this colour can take us through the depths of the oceans and beyond the sky and the mist of stars to infinity. 

				You will find in these pages the most important blues, ones that the all-time greatest painters have used in order to paint cloaks, mountains, Madonnas, angels, skies and storms. Guided by the words and illustrations in this book, you will discover the many meanings of blue and just some of the innumerable stories that bring it to life.

				Throughout the book, you will find spaces to extend drawings, try out the suggested exercises, make your own sketches or notes and writing your impressions about what you see, notice and think. Make sure you always have a notebook with you so you never lose a creative idea or impression.
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