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Introduction





Welcome to Bahamas Primary Social Studies Grade 4.


The book is divided into three themes:




	
•  Theme 1  My Bahamian heritage


	
•  Theme 2  Our resources and our institutions


	
•  Theme 3  Celebrating being Bahamian.





You will work through one theme during each school term. The themes follow the curriculum guidelines set out by the Ministry of Education of The Bahamas.


The Contents page before this Introduction helps you to locate the themes and units in this book.


Each theme is divided into various units. Some units are longer than others. Shorter units may take a lesson or two to complete; longer units may take a week or two.


Your teacher will help to guide you through each unit. This is what you will find in each unit:
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Other features you may notice in a unit are the following:




	
•  Did you know? boxes give extra bits of interesting information.


	
•  Tips boxes give you extra guidance for your learning.


	
•  Case study boxes provide examples of how the ideas you are learning about apply to real-life situations.


	
•  Reflection boxes help you to think back over what you have learnt in each unit.
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Did you know?


The words potato, canoe, iguana, barbecue, tobacco and hammock were all Taíno words.
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Case study


The Old Inhabitants of Long Island


The Bahamas were not empty islands when the Loyalists arrived. The people living here included descendents of early European settlers. The Loyalists looked down on these white Bahamians, who were known as Conchs.
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Reflection


What did you find most interesting in this unit? Why?
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Tips


Remember, a percentage is a fraction out of 100. You need to convert your percentages to fractions out of 360 to work out each angle in the pie chart.
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At the end of each theme, a What have you learnt? section helps you to revise the units that were covered in that theme.


Finally, at the end of the book you will find a Glossary, with a list of all the word power words and their definitions.












THEME 1 My Bahamian heritage



1 National pride and patriotism
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In this unit, you will:




	
•  discuss the diversity of our nation islands


	
•  identify aspects of Bahamian culture


	
•  describe ways we come together to show national pride and patriotism.
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Taking pride in our country


Around 400,000 people live in The Bahamas. We often use the word diversity to describe our community, because we have people from many different backgrounds, beliefs and heritages. Each island has its own unique characteristics. However, we are all unified by our common Bahamian identity – our shared history and country.
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Celebrating our Bahamian identity








It is important to take pride in where you come from. Pride in your country is known as national pride. Patriotism is a quality of actively supporting one’s country. Feeling pride and loyalty to your country is a way of showing patriotism. Honouring your country’s symbols and working actively to help your community is another way.
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Word power


diversity


unified


national pride


patriotism
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Our national pride begins in our local communities. We can demonstrate pride in our islands by keeping our environment clean, and looking after our public buildings and personal properties.






[image: ]


Activity 1 Taking pride in our environment




	
1  Imagine the Ministry of Tourism is setting up a programme to make sure that public buildings and monuments are well maintained. Design a short questionnaire that visitors can fill in when they visit one of our national buildings to rate the appearance of the building.


	
2  Design a sign or poster that encourages people to keep your school clean. It should contain at least three tips or suggestions for ways to improve school cleanliness.
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The national flag


Our flag was designed when The Bahamas became independent in 1973. Each colour and shape on the flag represents something important to each Bahamian.
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The flag of The Bahamas
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Activity 2 Showing patriotism as a Bahamian


Work with a partner.




	
1  Brainstorm what it means to you to be Bahamian. Jot your ideas down in a table, using these main categories:
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2  Discuss what you understand by each of these terms:



	
a  national pride


	
b  patriotism


	
c  symbol.







	
3  How do people demonstrate patriotism in each of the following circumstances:



	
a  at a sports match


	
b  at a formal school event


	
c  after a tropical storm.







	
4  What do we usually do when the flag is being raised? Why?


	
5  Give three examples of special occasions where we raise the flag.
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Connections
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Our Coat of Arms and our motto


A Coat of Arms is a type of symbolic crest or emblem. It is an image composed of several different important symbols including the yellow elder (our national flower), the Lignum vitae (our national tree), the pink flamingo (our national bird) and the blue marlin (our national fish). At the bottom of the Coat of Arms you can also read the national motto.
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Word power


Coat of Arms
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The Coat of Arms of The Bahamas
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Activity 3 The Coat of Arms and motto




	
1  Identify five other things you can see on the Coat of Arms. Explain why you think they were included.


	
2  Write the words of the motto, and explain its meaning.
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Activity 4 An island crest


Imagine that you have been given the task of designing a crest for your particular island.




	
1  Think of things that are unique to your island. They may be plants or animals, places, landmarks or symbols of events from the past or the present.


	
2  Design your own Coat of Arms. Around your design, write what each thing represents.
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Tips


You can draw the images, or cut out pictures from tourist brochures or magazines, and stick them together to make your Coat of Arms. Or you can create your image electronically on a computer or tablet.
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The national anthem and pledge


Each country has its own national anthem – a song that is sung at official events and conveys the spirit of all the people who live in that country. Our anthem was composed by Timothy Gibson when The Bahamas achieved independence.
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Word power


national anthem


pledge
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The Bahamas also has a national pledge.




[image: ]








[image: ]


Activity 5 The anthem and pledge




	
1  a  As a class, recite the words of the pledge and the anthem.


	    b  Discuss what the words in italic letters mean. What does it ask of us?


	    c  Practise singing the national anthem.







	
2  Choose either the pledge or the national anthem. Create a cartoon strip that illustrates or depicts the words. If you have access to a drawing or animation program on a computer or tablet, you can create a digital animation.
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Aspects of Bahamian culture



What do we mean when we talk about Bahamian culture? Read what these different Bahamians say about the word ‘culture’.
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What makes life in The Bahamas different to life in other countries? Think about our language and expressions, how we dress, our greetings, our cuisine, and our style of music, art and dance.
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Activity 6 Comparing my island to another




	
1  Identify your island on a map in your atlas, or the map on page 42 of this book. Then identify the three islands nearest to yours.


	
2  Choose another island. Make a chart to compare it to yours. Compare:



	
•  geography (land size and shape, climate and vegetation)


	
•  people (population size and which areas have the most people)


	
•  important events and celebrations


	
•  any other similarities and differences.
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Junkanoo is celebrated widely in The Bahamas
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Reflection


What did you find most interesting in this unit? Why?
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2 The Lucayans and the arrival of Columbus
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In this unit, you will:




	
•  define colony, freedom and religion


	
•  identify how the Lucayans contributed to our culture


	
•  describe the impact of Columbus’ arrival.
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Who were the Lucayans?


The Lucayans lived in The Bahamas from around 700 AD until about 1500 AD. They shared ancestors with the Taíno groups on other Caribbean islands. We still use many words from their language and culture.


We know about the Lucayans from different sources. Archaeologists have found artefacts, such as bones, pottery, shells and tools on many islands. We also have first-hand accounts from explorers who met the Lucayans. All these sources give us an idea of what Lucayan life was like.
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Word power


source


archaeologist


artefact


first-hand account


dugout canoe
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The drawings in this chapter give an artist’s impression of Lucayan life in The Bahamas








Lucayans were excellent sailors and fishermen. They built their own dugout canoes so that they could travel to different islands and trade. More than 70 people could fit into one canoe. They mostly caught and ate fish, such as parrotfish, grouper, snapper and other bony fishes. They also ate crabs, clams, conch, turtles and monk seals. They caught their seafood in many ways – using spears, bows and arrows, weirs, nets and basket traps. Sometimes they ate land animals, such as iguana and hutia (a local rodent). They barbecued their meat and fish.
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Did you know?


The words potato, canoe, iguana, barbecue, tobacco and hammock were all Taíno words.
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The Lucayans grew many different crops, including sweet and bitter manioc (cassava), sweet potatoes, yams, beans and gourds, chilli peppers, guava, papaya and agave. They also grew cotton and tobacco, which they used and traded with neighbours. They made a living from trading their crops and from fishing.
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Many families lived and worked together in large huts. They used palm leaves for thatch. Rectangular-shaped huts were called caney, and oval-shaped huts were called bohio. Each hut held several dozen families. The men were often away on trading trips, so the households were centred around mothers, grandmothers, sisters and daughters.


They stored their belongings on the floor or up in the rafters, and slept in cotton hammocks.
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Did you know?


The Spanish explorers had never seen hammocks before they met the Lucayans. They liked the idea so much that they began using hammocks on their ships. They also took the idea back to Europe.
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Lucayans also had their own system of government. The chief was called the cacique. He lived in a hut in a special position in the village. The cacique usually had a special chair called a duho, carved in the shape of a man crouching on all fours.
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Word power


cacique


duho
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Activity 1 Brainstorm using a graphic organiser
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Graphic organisers are any type of diagram that arranges text and shapes in a way that helps you to understand, organise or remember how the information fits together. One example is a mind map. You write your topic or question in the middle, and arrange shapes around it, listing different categories. Then you jot down your ideas around each category.
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Work in groups to brainstorm the things we do or use today that come from our Lucayan ancestors. You can copy the mind map below and add to it, or design your own.


[image: ]












[image: ]


Word power


graphic organiser


mind map
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Activity 2 Research Lucayan artefacts


For this activity, you will need internet access.




	
1  Do an image search for ‘Lucayan artefacts’. Find at least three examples of artefacts that were made by Lucayan people or left as remains of their lives here.


	
2  Draw or print a picture of what you found. Write a short description of what it is, and what it tells us about the Lucayans.
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Activity 3 Symbols in the Cacique Awards


Research the Cacique Awards.




	
1  Write a brief description explaining what the Cacique Awards are.


	
2  How many different categories are there? Give three examples of nomination categories.


	
3  What symbols do the Cacique awards use that come from Lucayan culture?
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The impact of Columbus in the Caribbean



Christopher Columbus set sail from Spain in August 1492. He had a fleet of three ships – the María, the Niña and the Pinta. By October, he reached an island the Lucayans called Guanahani. Columbus renamed it San Salvador. He believed these islands were part of India, which is why he called them ‘the West Indies’.
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Connections
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Christopher Columbus was a European sailor and explorer born in the 1400s. Unlike most sailors of his time, he believed the world was round. He wanted to explore new routes to the lands then known as ‘the Indies’ – China, India and Japan. The king and queen of Spain believed these voyages were opportunities for the Spanish to trade with wealthy lands, and to spread Christianity.
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