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Introduction



Unit 3: thematic study and historical interpretation


Unit 3 involves a thematic study over a period of at least 100 years, and three in-depth studies of events, individuals or issues that are key parts of the theme. You will be expected to view the theme synoptically. In other words, you should be able to make links between events over the whole period. You will need to be able to compare and contrast developments over the period and make judgements based on your observations. In the in-depth studies section of the paper, you will be expected to apply your knowledge to two interpretations, evaluate them and reach a supported judgement on which interpretation you consider to be the most valid.


The specification lists the content under four key topics.





•  Key Topic 1 – African Americans



•  Key Topic 2 – Trade union and labour rights



•  Key Topic 3 – Native American Indians



•  Key Topic 4 – Women





The depth studies are:





•  Civil rights in the Gilded Age c1875–c1895



•  The New Deal and civil rights



•  Malcolm X and Black Power





The exam lasts two and a half hours. You are advised to spend an hour on Section A and one and a half hours on Section B, which will give you 45 minutes for each essay.


The A-level examination at the end of the course includes all the content.


You are required to answer one in-depth question, for which there is no choice, and two thematic essays from a choice of three.


Unit 3 is worth a total of 80 marks and 40 per cent of your A-level.


In the A-level examination you are being tested on the ability to:





•  use relevant historical information



•  use the skill of analysing factors and reaching a judgement.





How to use this book


This book has been designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination.





•  The book is divided into seven sections – one for each section of the A-level specification.



•  Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads.



•  On the left-hand page you will find a summary of the key content you will need to learn.



•  Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary (see pages 94–95).



•  On the right-hand page you will find exam-focused activities.





Together, these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.
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Examination activities


There are three levels of exam-focused activities:





•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundation skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol. [image: ]




•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol. [image: ]




•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol. [image: ]






Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers on pages 98–104. These have the following symbol to indicate this. [image: ]


Each section ends with exam-style questions and sample answers with commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.


You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  completed the activities.






Mark schemes



For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the A-level mark schemes for this paper. These have been abbreviated below.






	
Level  

	
Historical interpretation  

	
Thematic essay  






	6  

	Well-focused answer, aware of the wider debate with detailed knowledge used to evaluate the interpretations and reach a judgement.

[26–30]
  

	Very good focus and clear argument with developed synthesis across the period to reach a substantiated judgement.

[21–25]
  






	5  

	Good focus, with some awareness of the wider debate and uses good knowledge to evaluate the interpretations and reach a judgement.

[21–25]
  

	Good focus and argument with some synthesis across the period to reach a developed judgement.

[17–20]
  






	4  

	Mostly focused with awareness of the wider debate and uses some knowledge to evaluate the interpretations and produce a judgement.

[16–20]
  

	Mostly focused argument with limited synthesis across the period to reach a limited judgement.

[13–16]
  






	3  

	Partially focused with limited awareness of the wider debate and limited knowledge used to evaluate the interpretations.

[11–15]
  

	Partial focus and argument with undeveloped synthesis across the period to reach a judgement which is poorly supported.

[9–12]
  






	2  

	Limited focus and awareness of the wider debate and uses limited knowledge to evaluate but relies on information from the passages. [6–10]  

	Limited focus and argument with a judgement which is not well linked to the explanation.

[5–8]
  






	1  

	The answer is focused more on the topic than the question and there is description of the interpretations.

[1–5]
  

	Limited focus on the topic and is mostly descriptive with a judgement that is asserted.

[1–4]
  










1 African Americans



The position of African Americans after the American Civil War


The position of African Americans in 1865


From 1861 to 1865 in the USA, a civil war was fought between the North (the Union) and the South (the Confederacy). Abolitionists fought hard to end slavery. The Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 ended slavery, but only in areas under Union control. The 13th Amendment wrote emancipation into the Constitution in 1865, making 4 million African American slaves into freedmen. Though they became free, they were far from equal. They could move away from the plantations and farms of their former owners, but often had no resources and still faced the hostility of many white people.


There was an unprecedented problem of how African Americans should deal with their sudden freedom, particularly how they would make their living. Initially, the problem was addressed by the practice of sharecropping, where landlords allowed their former slaves to work the land for a share of the produce. Though free to move away, free from punishment and free from the breakup of their families, former slaves often had little choice but to work long hours, for limited rewards, to earn a small living. They also continued to face discrimination and acts of violence, especially from Southern whites.


Reconstruction


The assassination of President Abraham Lincoln in April 1865 resulted in Vice President Andrew Johnson taking over. Johnson was unsympathetic to the cause of improving the conditions of African Americans. However, Congress was dominated by Republicans who wanted to carry out reforms in the South to help them. Congress was angry at the way that, once readmitted to the Union, Southern states passed highly discriminatory and racist Black Codes, restricting the rights of the freedmen and allowing attacks upon them. Congress led the way in reforms and set a precedent for later reforms, setting up:





•  a Freedmen’s Bureau, which promoted welfare and education



•  the 14th and 15th Amendments to the Constitution, which outlawed discrimination



•  a Civil Rights Act (1866), giving legal equality



•  the First Reconstruction Act (1867), which guaranteed the right to vote and created new Southern constitutions.





This period, known as Congressional Reconstruction, led to more radical changes than during any other period before the 1960s.


African Americans therefore gained more political rights and representations, entering state legislatures in substantial numbers. There were also some African American members of Congress. Federal authority was used to enforce the new laws. The Freedmen’s Bureau provided for education and welfare of African Americans and gradually developed businesses and smallholdings.


White reaction and discrimination


The reaction of white Southerners was increasingly hostile and extreme. Some joined secret organisations, the most notorious of which was the Ku Klux Klan. Local groups terrorised African Americans, lynching and murdering them in order to prevent them exercising their rights. In 1868 there were 2,000 deaths and injuries in Louisiana alone. The US government had to deploy troops to suppress disorders – but a precedent had been set, which continued well into the twentieth century.





•  White violence became an acceptable part of Southern life.



•  There was no acceptance of African Americans as equal citizens.



•  There was little economic equality between white and African Americans.



•  There was considerable violence employed to discourage or punish sexual contacts or liaisons between white and African Americans.



•  Though civil rights were established in theory, in practice the enforcement of these rights depended on a strong military presence and a determination by the federal authorities to enforce the laws passed.





By the 1870s, especially after the Hayes-Tilden Compromise of 1877, African American rights were being eroded by intimidation and undermined by poor economic conditions. The situation reverted to that of the pre-Civil War period, where the South was allowed to regulate its own affairs.
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[image: ] Support or challenge?      [image: ]


Below is a sample exam question which asks how far you agree with a specific statement. Below this are a series of general statements which are relevant to the question. Using your own knowledge of the whole period and the information on the opposite page, decide whether these statements support or challenge the statement in the question and tick the appropriate box.




‘The Reconstruction era was the most important period in the history of African-American civil rights.’ How far do you agree?









	   

	
Support  

	
Challenge  






	The 14th and 15th Amendments outlawed discrimination and set a precedent for later civil rights reforms.  

	   

	   






	During Reconstruction, African Americans gained political experience and took part in political activity.  

	   

	   






	The Reconstruction era lasted only a short time and provoked a reaction from white Americans which set back the cause of progress for African Americans.  

	   

	   






	Reconstruction introduced the idea that federal authority would be used to support the development of African Americans into full citizens.  

	   

	   






	Life did not change significantly for many African Americans because of poor economic conditions and brutal treatment by white Americans.  

	   

	   






	During the 1870s, Congress had ceased to take an interest in the position of African Americans and allowed the Southern states to continue to discriminate against them.  

	   

	   






	Attempts to improve the situation of African Americans met with bitter resistance from white Americans and encouraged the growth of the Ku Klux Klan, setting a precedent for opposition to civil rights.  
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[image: ] Turning assertion into argument      [image: ]


Below are a sample exam question and a series of assertions. Read the question and then add a justification to each of the assertions to turn each into an argument.




‘The Reconstruction era was the most important turning point in the development of African American civil rights in the period 1865 to 1991.’ How far do you agree?
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The Reconstruction period produced radical changes in the political rights of African Americans, because


___________________________


However, the changes were not sustained enough to be seen as a major turning point, because


___________________________


The special circumstances of the Reconstruction period did not make it typical, because


___________________________
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The role of African Americans in gaining civil rights



Some African Americans:





•  fought against discrimination by challenging its legality



•  stressed social and economic improvement above other goals, such as gaining the vote



•  aimed for integration, while others aimed for segregation



•  adopted peaceful methods, while others believed more in violence and direct action.





Some key figures in the civil rights movement are considered below.


Booker T. Washington (1865–1915)


Washington was famous for both gaining the confidence of white Americans and his moral authority among African Americans. He stressed the importance of African Americans relying on their own efforts to make progress, stating that the key was to demonstrate responsibility, to become educated and to become prosperous.


He did not campaign openly against discrimination in the South, but received support from wealthy businessmen and advised presidents on racial issues. In 1881 he founded the famous Tuskegee Institute to train teachers, and in 1901 he founded the National Business League to encourage African American economic enterprise.


W.E.B. Du Bois (1868–1913)


Du Bois’ view was that an African American elite – the ‘talented tenth’ – would spearhead a movement for radical political change. He co-operated with white reformers in the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (the NAACP, established in 1909) and led marches and campaigns for equal civil and political rights.


Marcus Garvey (1887–1940)


Garvey accepted the need for economic enterprise and improvement backed by greater education. However, he did not pursue the line started by Du Bois (and developed by Martin Luther King) of achieving equality within the system. Rather, he saw a separate African American community, aware of its African roots and part of a wider Pan African movement, as the goal. His Universal Negro Improvement Association was the first large civil rights organisation in the USA and was said to have 4 million members by 1920.


Philip Randolph (1890–1979)


Randolph followed Du Bois’ ideas and also took some of the ideas of economic development and rallied black organised labour to the cause of civil rights. He believed in mass non-violent protest and was influenced by the civil disobedience campaigns in India, led by Mohandas (Mahatma) Gandhi. He pressured the government to end discrimination in war production industries in 1941 by threatening a mass march. This was the first time an African American leader had managed to influence policy substantially.


Martin Luther King (1929–68)


King took up the tactics of marches and mass protests begun by Du Bois and Randolph, and had similar dynamic leadership qualities to the charismatic Garvey. He also co-operated with white liberals and used the tactic of non-violence. King brought a new fervour to the movement and an ability to use publicity and image effectively. Key moments of King’s leadership included:





•  forming the influential Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in 1957



•  the march in Birmingham, Alabama, his arrest, and his ‘I have a dream’ speech (1963)



•  the march on Washington (1963)



•  the march from Selma to Montgomery (1965).





King was assassinated in Memphis in April 1968.


Malcolm X (1925–65) and the Black Panthers


Malcolm X was of the separatist tradition. He worked with the Nation of Islam to promote the African heritage and was a powerful and influential leader. The Black Panther movement developed from this – Huey Newton and Bobby Seal founded the Black Panther Party for Self-Defense in 1966 with a radical social programme, calling for equality and armed resistance to authority and white hostility. Malcolm X softened his approach in later years, particularly after his trip to Africa and the Middle East and completing the hajj (the pilgrimage to Mecca). Like King, he was assassinated. He was killed in Manhattan in 1965.
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[image: ] Simple essay style


Below is a sample exam question. Use your own knowledge, information on the opposite page and information from other sections of the book to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points and provide three pieces of specific information to support each general point.


Once you have planned your essay, write the introduction and conclusion for the essay. The introduction should list the points to be discussed in the essay and outline the line of argument you intend to take. The conclusion should summarise the main points and justify which point was the most important.




‘Progress in obtaining African American civil rights was dependent on the activities of individual African American leaders throughout the period 1865–1992.’ How far do you agree with this view?
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[image: ] Introducing an argument      [image: ]


Below are a sample exam question, a list of key points to be made and a simple introduction and conclusion for the essay. Read these and then, using information on the opposite page, earlier in this section and on page 22, rewrite the introduction and the conclusion in order to develop an argument.




‘The most significant contribution by an individual African American leader to the development of civil rights was made by Martin Luther King.’ Assess this view in relation to the period 1865–1992.





Key points:





•  Focus on the period 1865–1992



•  King’s focus on political rights compared to other leaders



•  King’s ability to get a range of white support and support from federal administrations compared to other leaders



•  King’s organisational abilities compared to other leaders



•  King’s power of oratory compared to other leaders



•  How far other leaders paved the way for King.





Introduction:
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I partly agree that King made the most important contribution. This was due to many reasons. King’s powerful organisation and oratory led to the most important political changes affecting African American civil rights in the period and he was good at getting white support. Other leaders, however, also played an important role.
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Conclusion:




[image: ]


King was much more important than other leaders for what he achieved and his power to move people throughout the world was not matched by other leaders. However, without their work from 1865 it would have been harder for King to organise his campaigns and achieve what he did.
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The role of federal government



The federal government


The three elements of the US federal government are the president, Congress and the Supreme Court. All played key parts in the struggle for civil rights.


Presidents


Andrew Johnson, Grant and Wilson


While Andrew Johnson (president from 1865–69) was opposed to greater African American civil rights, his successor, Ulysses S. Grant (1869–77), did use federal troops and authority to support Reconstruction (see page 8). However, presidents were conscious of the need to retain the support of Southern senators and congressmen in the party, and so allowed the South to discriminate against African Americans. Even a progressive Democratic leader like Woodrow Wilson (1913–21) did little for civil rights. Indeed, he praised the Ku Klux Klan for defending Southern rights after the Civil War.


Roosevelt


Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933–1945) did not pass a specific civil rights act, but some of his reforms passed in his New Deal in the 1930s helped African Americans, who had been hit particularly badly by the Great Depression. These included the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) and the Public Works Administration (PWA). However, segregation was a feature of work camps and many reforms excluded key areas of African American employment, such as agriculture and domestic service. When war broke out, the US armed forces remained segregated, though Roosevelt did end discrimination in war industries.


Truman


In 1948 Harry S. Truman (1945–53) issued an executive order against segregation in the armed forces, appointed a committee on civil rights and urged Congress to pass civil rights legislation, but again no comprehensive measures were passed.


Eisenhower, Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson


Dwight Eisenhower (1953–61), a Republican, created the Civil Rights Acts which reaffirmed African Americans’ right to vote. Eisenhower also sent troops to enforce a Supreme Court ruling on desegregating schools in the famous incident at Little Rock in 1957, when Arkansas authorities tried to prevent the desegregation of Little Rock High School.


John F. Kennedy (1961–63), a Democrat, spoke clearly against the ‘harmful, wasteful and wrongful results of racial discrimination’, and prepared a general civil rights bill in 1963 before his assassination, but was prevented from passing it due to Southern white opposition.


It was left to Lyndon Johnson (1963–69) to pass the most significant series of Civil Rights Acts since the 1860s:





•   the 24th Amendment, 1964



•   the Civil Rights Acts, 1964 and 1965.





Restrictions on voting rights for African Americans were no longer permitted and discrimination in public accommodations and employment were made illegal. Southern states had been preventing African Americans from registering and voting since the 1870s, so this was a highly significant measure to increase political rights. However, the law forbidding discrimination in public accommodations affected everyday life and demanded equality in all use of public facilities. This was a fundamental legal blow to discriminatory laws and practice. Johnson also appointed the first African American Supreme Court justice, Thurgood Marshall, a noted campaigner for civil rights.


Nixon


Richard Nixon (1969–74) extended ‘affirmative action’ to promote wider equality. All employers with federal contracts were required to draft policies showing they were actively promoting the employment of African Americans. This, along with the act of 1972 extending equal employment legislation to all federal, local and state governments, showed a conscious desire by the government to go beyond simply ensuring equal political rights to promote greater prosperity and stability by making working practices more equal. However, although Johnson had secured greater political equality in the 1960s, subsequent presidents found it harder to address the remaining social and economic inequalities.
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[image: ] Identify an argument      [image: ]


Below are a series of definitions, a sample exam question and two sample conclusions. One of the conclusions achieves a high mark because it contains an argument (an assertion justified with a reason). The other achieves a lower mark because it is contains only description (a detailed account) and assertion (a statement of fact or an opinion which is not supported by a reason). Identify which is which. The mark scheme on page 7 will help you.




How important were the roles of presidents to the progress of African American civil rights 1865–1992?
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Overall, the presidents played a very important part in the progress of civil rights. However, not all presidents were as active as others, or as willing or able to make changes. Andrew Johnson was hostile to civil rights for African Americans and opposed Reconstruction. Grant did more to enforce the laws to help African Americans. The presidents from the 1870s did little and some, like Woodrow Wilson, were hostile to the whole idea. Some progress was made under Roosevelt and Truman, though neither actually passed a Civil Rights Act to deal with discrimination and the loss of political rights. It was not until after the assassination of Kennedy that key changes were made by his successor, Lyndon Johnson. After that, important laws were passed but it was probably Johnson who did the most, though he was also under a lot of pressure.
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During some parts of the period, the presidents played a key role in the progress of civil rights, but this was only when they did not face the problems of Southern opposition. Grant was able to give federal support to Reconstruction, because in the post-Civil War period the Republicans were in the ascendancy and federal troops could enforce the amendments giving African Americans the right to vote. Lyndon Johnson, too, enjoyed special circumstances because the assassination of Kennedy, together with the great pressure from the civil rights movement, made it a favourable time to pass the Civil Rights Acts. To oppose them would be to dishonour the memory of Kennedy, who had been preparing a Civil Rights Bill in 1963. The presidency between the 1870s and 1960s achieved much less because of the pressure from the Southern bloc in Congress and because of the limited ability of civil rights protest to achieve the kind of publicity and emotional appeal that it developed under King. There was little electoral advantage in civil rights because after the 1870s the South restricted the rights of African Americans to vote. Some presidents were hostile, like Wilson, while Roosevelt needed Southern support for the New Deal and then the war. If anything, it was the Supreme Court that was more important than the presidency. Before the Civil Rights Acts of the 1960s, discrimination had been legally weakened by Supreme Court decisions. Eisenhower was driven to use federal troops by the Supreme Court ruling over desegregated education. Thus, at some times the presidency took the lead but other pressures, like the civil rights movement and the Supreme Court, were equally important.
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Congress and the Supreme Court



Congress


Congress took a leading part in progressing civil rights during the Reconstruction era. With the president, Andrew Johnson, hostile to civil rights, the initiative passed to Congress, which was dominated by the Republicans in the post-Civil War period. This was an unusual situation, made effective use of by key supporters of African American rights. So-called Radical Republicans put forward a programme of reform that was not to be equalled until the 1960s.


However, from 1876 there was little action taken because of the power of the Southern Democrats, who were given back control of Southern racial policy. By 1876 the Democrats had more seats in Congress and their candidate, Tilden, won more of the popular vote in the presidential election of November 1876 – but there were 20 disputed votes for the electoral college. In 1877 the Democrats agreed (in the Hayes-Tilden Compromise) to allow those votes to go to the Republican Hayes, provided that all federal troops left the South, effectively ending Reconstruction. In this way, Congress began Reconstruction and also brought it to an end. It was the Southern members of Congress who acted as a barrier to reforms in civil rights until the 1960s. Congress made it hard for presidents to consider comprehensive civil rights legislation. However, the wave of sympathy following Kennedy’s assassination led to more support for what were seen as his ideals, and Johnson did persuade Congress to pass key civil rights legislation. The authority of Congress was behind the changes of the 1960s, whereas previous key changes had come about more by executive orders, such as the desegregation of the armed forces by Truman in 1948.


The Supreme Court


In the 1890s the Supreme Court played a major role in supporting racial discrimination and segregation, when it ruled in a key case that Louisiana was not acting against the Constitution in discriminating on its railroads (Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896). After this point, the Supreme Court became a prime factor in progressing civil rights.


By 1944 the Court was moving against segregation – a landmark ruling was Brown v. Board of Education (1954), which declared segregated education illegal, and that the concept of ‘separate but equal’ facilities was in fact inherently unequal. A series of other decisions in the 1960s and 1970s ruled against segregation – on interstate bus travel (1960), supporting the busing of African American children into white schools (1971) and opposing employment discrimination (1971).


Thus the Supreme Court played a major role both in supporting and legalising discrimination as a result of Plessy v. Ferguson – then, as legal opinion began to change, it began to challenge discrimination, as seen in Little Rock in 1957 (see page 16). The opposition to the Court ruling by the state of Arkansas was a challenge that the president could not ignore. It provoked a return to the implementation of reform by the federal armed forces that Grant had promoted but which had not been carried out since the 1870s.


Without Congress, the basis for all civil rights in the twentieth century would not have been laid in Reconstruction. Kennedy and Johnson, in terms of stated commitment to change and proposed and actual legislation, took civil rights legislation further than any of their predecessors since Grant. In the 1950s the key change of the Supreme Court from an enemy to an ally of desegregation pushed the president and his administration into action and gave a legal basis for increased demands for civil and political equality.
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[image: ] Spectrum of importance      [image: ]


Below are a sample exam question and a list of general points which could be used to answer the question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the page 12 to reach a judgement about the importance of these general points to the question posed.


Write the numbers on the spectrum below to indicate the points’ relative importance. Having done this, write a brief justification of your placement, explaining why some of these factors are more important than others. The resulting diagram could form the basis of an essay plan.




Assess the importance of the presidency in the growth of civil rights for African Americans in the period 1865–1992.








1  Grant’s enforcement of the legislation against the Ku Klux Klan



2  Theodore Roosevelt’s links with Booker T. Washington



3  Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal
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