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sang a female voter during the 2016 presidential election in the USA. For more than 100 years, women all over the world have been ﬁghting for equality and the right to vote. And it’s a battle that continues today.


  


For centuries, women could only watch as men strolled to the polling stations to cast their votes. They were left at home, cleaning, cooking and caring for children, or toiling in ﬁelds and factories. Without the right to vote, women had no say in making the rules and laws that affected  their lives. Men decided everything. 


By the end of the 19th century, women could stay silent and powerless no longer.Suffragistsfrom 


every corner of the globe began to ﬁght, march, riot and petition for their voices to be heard. At ﬁrst, their efforts were in vain. But slowly, little by little, a sea of change began to make waves around the world. When women in one country won the vote, they inspired, encouraged and actively helped their sisters in other nations to win equality, too. And so, bit by bit, step by step, they won their battles. 


It wasn’t easy. Women and the male supporters who fought alongside them for the vote faced insults, rejection, imprisonment and even physical attacks. Many were robbed of their livelihoods, their families and some even of their lives, as they struggled to secure equal rights. In a large number of countries, it took decades of wrangling before their efforts paid off.  


The storyof their struggle is one  of courage and determination, teamwork and solidarityand, ultimately, survival and success.  Every time a modern woman votes  – whatever and wherever the election– she has her suffragist sisters to thank. These are their stories.


‘WE’RE NOT  DAUGHTERS,  NOT WIVES… WE’RE HUMANS, WITH LIVES,’ 
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Women around the world had been ﬁghting for a voice and a vote for many years. But it was the expectation-defying frontier women who worked the wild, rugged land as hard as men, or fought alongside them to free their country from foreign rule, who kick-started everything.


1893
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Heads turned as Kate  Sheppard sped through  the streets of Christchurch, New Zealand on a bike in 1892. People thought that exercise like this could damage fragile women, so they discouraged the unladylike behaviour. But cycling gave Kate and her friends independence when most women weren’t allowed to own property, or have an education or a career. 


Kate’s family had travelled to New Zealand from Britain, along with thousands of other settlers, during the 1850s. Life was hard in this tough, new land, and women worked  alongside men building homes and tending farms. Because they were working as equals, women wanted to be treated as equals,  and this included being allowed to vote. 


To raise support for their cause, women published pamphlets, collected petitions and lobbied politicians. Kate travelled the country giving empowering speeches that drowned out any opposition. In 1893, history was made when both indigenous Maori women and female European settlers became the ﬁrst women in the world to win the right to vote  in a national election. Their success started  a ripple that turned into a wave that began  to spread around the world.
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1902



The waves of change from  New Zealand soon lapped  at the shores of nearby Australia, another country full of adventurous European settlers who had braved long voyages to start new lives on the other side of the world.
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