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A FOREWORD 


BY LUCY WORSLEY




Would you like to be a QUEEN? If you’d asked me that question before  I began reading this book, I’d have said, “Nah, don’t think I would, thank you.”


The thing people don’t always realise is that being a queen can be quite BORING. If you’re a queen, you have to live by the rules of royal life, which are pretty strict. You have to wear the clothes other people want you to wear.  You often have to marry a person you don’t particularly want to marry. And your diary’s so full of all your royal duties that you don’t have time to travel into space, or make a scientific discovery, or write a novel. You’re just too busy polishing your JEWELS or plotting against your ENEMIES.  


As I worked my way through the queens in this book, though, I started to notice that ‘boring’ isn’t really the right word for their lives.  


Terrifying, maybe. Courageous, maybe. But never dull. Queen Elizabeth I, for example, had to spend time in prison before she got to her throne. The Pirate Queen Grace O’Malley (I love her) wasn’t born with her power – she made it for herself, through her ferocious actions. And then Catherine the Great got her power by stealing it from her useless husband. These people don’t sound like they followed the usual royal rules.  


And I realised that the queens who’ve made it into this book aren’t here just because they were queens.  


They’re here because they were FEISTY and FABULOUS. That’s the important bit. It’s highly unlikely that you’ll be a queen when you grow up (and I’m not sure you’d enjoy it anyway) but this is a GOOD THING. You’ll have more time to become an astronaut, or a novelist, or maybe even an historian like me. In fact, it doesn’t really matter what it is you do, just as long as you’re fabulously feisty while you’re doing it.  


Happy reading! 
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CLEOPATRA


BOUDICA


ZENOBIA


WU ZETIAN


ELEANOR


GRACEO’MALLEY


RAZIA


JADWIGA


NONHELEMA


ELIZABETH I


CATHERINETHE GREAT


YAA ASANTEWAA


WILHELMINA 


ELIZABETH II 


NOOR


Meet your FABULOUSLY FEISTY QUEENS!


You might think all queens do the same things: hand out medals, eat off gold plates, wave a lot and so on. Not these queens! Whether they ruled 2,000 years ago or last year – or    whether they’re called by a different title, such as chieftess or empress – each made a difference to their lands and their people. But, as you’ll see, not in the same way. Take a look – they’refabulous!
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FAMED FOR HER BEAUTY, CLEOPATRA WAS CERTAINLY PRETTY . . . PRETTY 


AWESOME AT BEING THE STRONGEST 


AND CLEVEREST QUEEN THAT  


EGYPT HAS EVER KNOWN!


Strong, clever  


and famous ...


 


Cleopatra is 


PURRFECT.


Cleopatra was very brainy and studied hard. She spoke several languages and was a brilliant  student of history 


and medicine.
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OUT POPPEDLegend has it that when Caesar visited Egypt, a carpet was unrolled in front of him and               


CLEOPATRA was  only 18 when she was made queen of Egypt. She knew that the greedy Romans wanted to conquer Egypt because it was a rich land – but Cleopatra wasn’t about to let that happen!


When Julius Caesar, a powerful Roman leader, visited Egypt, Cleopatra reasoned that if he fell in  love with her, he would  help her protect Egypt  from the Romans. So she went on a mission to charm Caesar – and it worked. He was crazy about her! But it wasn’t long before the rowdy Romans saw that Caesar was getting too  


POWERFULand one day they murdered him…


Cleopatra was sad but time passed and she then fell in love with Mark Antony. And when a high-powered Roman called Octavian declared WAR on Egypt, Cleopatra went into battle alongside her new husband. 















OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Table of Contents





		Cover



		Title Page



		Fabulously Feisty Queens



		Copyright











Guide





		Cover



		Begin Reading





























































OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
15 BRIGHT, BOLD AND
BRILLIANT WOMEN
WHO HAVE RULED

= ) THE WORLD

















OEBPS/images/blank.jpg





OEBPS/images/page004.jpg





OEBPS/images/page003.jpg
-5

WILHELMINA

YAA ASANTEWAA





OEBPS/images/page005.jpg





OEBPS/images/page002.jpg
A FOREWORD Br LucY WoORSLEY

LV\U"\")O' ‘/‘D





OEBPS/images/page001.jpg
WRITTEN BY ILLUSTRATED BY

VALERIE WILDING PAULINE REEVES
Foreworo B LUCY WORSLEY






