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Introduction

This story was originally published in Motives for Murder, an anthology of crime fiction by current members of The Detection Club to honour Peter Lovesey on his eightieth birthday. Each member wrote a small introduction to their story explaining their relationship to him. Here is Andrew Taylor’s:



The first time I met Peter was at an Awards Dinner of the Crime Writers’ Association. Typically, he found the time to come up and introduce himself to a very new author. Equally typically, he had just won the 1982 Gold Dagger with The False Inspector Dew, a brilliantly stylish crime novel about a man who pretends to be the detective who had arrested Dr Crippen and his lover, Ethel Le Neve. The book remains one of my all-time favourites in the genre. The story that follows is a humble homage to a wonderful writer and a very kind colleague.



The False Inspector Lovesey

Andrew Taylor

On my twenty-first birthday (more or less), the doorbell rang shortly before three o’clock in the afternoon. Auntie Ag was passing through the hall at the time, so she answered it.

The man on the doorstep raised his hat. ‘My name, madam,’ he said, ‘is Lovesey.’

He had a droopy face like Mrs Conway-down-the-road’s basset hound. He wore a long brown raincoat and carried a briefcase. Under his arm was a newspaper.

‘Yes?’ said Auntie Ag.

He pointed to the newspaper, the Lydmouth Gazette. ‘I understand you have a room to let.’

‘Yes,’ said Auntie in a warmer voice.

Mr Lovesey placed his hat on his chest, covering his heart. His eyes slid past Auntie and found me in the shadows at the back of the hall.

‘I’m looking for a bed-sitting room with half-board,’ he said. ‘For a week at first. Possibly longer.’

‘The only vacancy at present is the first-floor front. That doesn’t happen very often, I can tell you. It’s a very popular room with professional gentlemen. My last lodger, Mr Forster, was a chiropodist. Lovely gentleman.’
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