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Introduction



About the course


During this course you must study four studies:





•  A thematic study and historic environment



•  A period study



•  A British depth study



•  A modern depth study.





These studies are assessed through three examination papers:





•  For Paper 1 you have one hour and 15 minutes to answer questions on your chosen theme.



•  In Paper 2 you have one hour and 45 minutes to answer questions on a depth study and a British period study.



•  In Paper 3 you have one hour and 20 minutes to answer questions on one modern depth study.





Modern depth study (Paper 3)


There are four options in the modern depth study unit. You have to study one. The four options are:





•  Russia and the Soviet Union, 1917–41



•  Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39



•  Mao’s China, 1945–76



•  The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home and abroad.





About the book


The book is divided into four key topics:





•  Key topic 1 examines the Weimar Republic 1918–29, including the origins of the Weimar Republic, its early challenges, the extent of recovery under Stresemann and changes in society durng this period.



•  Key topic 2 explains Hitler’s rise to power 1919–33, including the founding and growth of the Nazi Party, the impact of the Munich Putsch, the increased support in the years after 1929, the developments of 1932–33 which made Hitler Chancellor, and the impact of the Great Depression.



•  Key topic 3 concentrates on how Hitler created a Nazi dictatorship through the removal of opposition, the creation of a police state and the use of censorship and propaganda.



•  Key topic 4 examines life in Nazi Germany in the years 1933–39, including policies towards women and the young, employment and living standards, and the persecution of minorities.





Each chapter in this book:





•  contains activities – some develop the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills.



•  gives step-by-step guidance, model answers and advice on how to answer particular question types in Paper 3.



•  defines key terms and highlights glossary terms in bold and colour the first time they appear in each key topic.





About Paper 3


Paper 3 is a test of:





•  knowledge and understanding of the key developments in Germany, 1918–39



•  the ability to answer brief and extended essay questions



•  the ability to answer source and interpretation questions.





You have to answer the following types of questions. Each requires you to demonstrate different historical skills:





•  Inference – making two supported inferences.



•  Causation – explaining why something happened and assessing the importance of these causes.



•  Utility – evaluating the usefulness of sources.



•  Interpretation – explaining what differences there are between two interpretations and why they differ. Making a judgement on a view given by one of the interpretations.





On page 5 is a set of exam-style questions (without the sources). You will be given step-by-step guidance throughout the book on how best to approach and answer these types of questions.
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Paper 3: Modern depth study


Option 31: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39





1  Give two things you can infer from Source A about the Reichstag fire of February 1933. Complete the table below to explain your answer.
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This is an inference question – you have to make two inferences and support each with details from the source.
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    i)    What I can infer:







        [image: ]








        Details in the source that tell me this:
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    ii)   What I can infer:







        [image: ]








        Details in the source that tell me this:
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(Total for Question 1 = 4 marks)





2  Explain why there was increased support for the Nazis in the years 1929–32.
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This is a causation question – which gives you two points. You should develop at least three clear points and explain the importance of each of them.
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You may use the following in your answer:





•  Unemployment



•  Goebbels





You must also use information of your own.
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(Total for Question 2 = 12 marks)





3  (a)    Study Sources B and C. How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the effects of Nazi policies towards women in the years 1933–39? Explain your answer, using Sources B and C and your knowledge of the historical context.





(8)
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This is a utility question – it is asking you to decide how useful each source is.
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   (b)    Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about the effects of Nazi policies towards women in the years 1933–39. What is the main difference between these views? Explain your answer, using details from both interpretations.





(4)
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This is an interpretation question – you have to explain one main difference between the two interpretations.
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   (c)    Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about the effects of Nazi policies towards women in the years 1933–39. You may use Sources B and C to help explain your answer.





(4)
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This is an interpretation question – you have to explain why these interpretations differ.
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Up to 4 marks of the total for part (d) will be awarded for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology.




   (d)    How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about the effects of Nazi policies towards women in the years 1933–39? Explain your answer, using both interpretations, and your knowledge of the historical context.


(20)
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This is an interpretation judgement question – you are asked to make a judgement on a view given by one of the interpretations.
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(Total for spelling, punctuation and grammar, and the use of specialist terminology = 4 marks)


(Total for Question 3 = 36 marks)


(Total for Paper = 52 marks)
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KEY TOPIC 1 The Weimar Republic, 1918–29


This key topic examines the key developments in the Weimar Republic, from its inception and early challenges to its recovery under Gustav Stresemann. This was a time of despair and also great hope for Germany. At the beginning of the period it was thought that the country could accept a new democratic constitution, but the challenges the Republic faced during the period of chaos, violence and economic instability after the First World War called this into question. However, by the end of 1923 political and economic stability were being restored to Germany, and Weimar was not challenged during the period of prosperity that lasted until 1929.


Each chapter within this key topic explains a key issue and examines important lines of enquiry as outlined in the boxes below.


There will also be guidance on how to answer the interpretations question.





•  Understanding interpretations (page 18)



•  How to answer the first question on interpretations – what is the main difference between the views? (page 23)
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CHAPTER 1 THE ORIGINS OF THE REPUBLIC, 1918–1919





•  The legacy of the First World War: the abdication of the Kaiser, the Armistice and revolution, 1918–19.



•  The setting up of the Weimar Republic. The strengths and weaknesses of the new Constitution.
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CHAPTER 2 THE EARLY CHALLENGES TO THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC, 1919–23





•  Reasons for the early unpopularity of the Republic, including the ‘stab in the back’ theory and the key terms of the Treaty of Versailles.



•  Challenges to the Republic from left and right: Freikorps, the Spartacists and the Kapp Putsch.



•  The challenges of 1923: hyperinflation, the reasons for and effects of the French occupation of the Ruhr.
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CHAPTER 3 THE RECOVERY OF THE REPUBLIC, 1924–29





•  Reasons for economic recovery, including the work of Stresemann, the Rentenmark, the Dawes Plan, the Young Plan and American loans and investments.



•  The impact on domestic policies of Stresemann’s achievements abroad: the Locarno Pact, joining the League of Nations and the Kellogg–Briand Pact.
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CHAPTER 4 CHANGES IN SOCIETY, 1924–29





•  Changes in the standard of living including wages, housing, unemployment and insurance.



•  Changes in the position of women in work, politics and leisure.



•  Cultural changes: developments in architecture, art, and cinema.
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TIMELINE






	
1918 November 

	Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicates 






	
1919 January 

	Spartacist uprising 






	
1919 June 

	Signing of the Treaty of Versailles 






	
1919 August 

	Weimar Constitution finalised 






	
1920 

	Kapp Putsch 






	
1923 

	French occupation of the Ruhr and hyperinflation 






	
1924 

	Dawes Plan 






	
1925 

	Locarno Pact 






	
1926 

	Germany joins League of Nations 






	
1928 

	Kellogg–Briand Pact 






	
1929 

	Young Plan 
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1 The origins of the Republic, 1918–19
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On 9 November 1918, Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated the German throne and fled to Holland. Germany became a republic and, two days later, the Armistice was signed bringing an end to fighting in the First World War (1914–18). Within a few months a new republic with a new constitution was set up. This new constitution was in many respects one of the most democratic in the world with a president as the head of state. However, it also included several features which were to contribute to the instability, weakness and eventual downfall of the Weimar Republic, particularly proportional representation and Article 48 which gave powers to the president in an emergency.
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1.1 The legacy of the First World War


The First World War had started in August 1914 and Europe was torn in two. Britain, France and Russia (the Allies) fought against Germany, Austria–Hungary and Turkey (the Central Powers). The USA joined the Allies in April 1917. By the early autumn of 1918, the German army was being pushed back on the Western Front in France, and the British naval blockade had resulted in shortages of food for the German people. German defeat was imminent.


In early October 1918, a new government was formed in Germany led by Prince Max of Baden. It included members of the Reichstag (parliament) and was Germany’s first parliamentary cabinet. This meant that the government was accountable to the Reichstag rather than to the Kaiser (emperor). Up to this time, the Kaiser had had control over the army and navy as well as parliament.
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The Fourteen Points


These were put forward by the American president, Woodrow Wilson, in January 1918 as a basis for the peace talks at Versailles. They included the idea of self-determination, which looked to give nations the right to rule themselves, as well as the establishment of a League of Nations which would guarantee freedom and preserve future peace.
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ACTIVITIES





1  Read the text on this page and construct a timeline to show the steps towards the elections of a Constituent Assembly in January 1919.



2  Why did Kaiser Wilhelm abdicate in November 1918?



3  Study Source A. Why do you think Germany sent civilians and an ordinary army officer to sign the Armistice?
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Source A ‘The signing of the Armistice’. This 1918 picture shows the Allied commanders receiving the German delegation before the signing of the Armistice. The Germans sent two civilians and an army officer


The Revolution of 1918–19


Prince Max approached President Woodrow Wilson of the USA about ending the war but Wilson said that he would not discuss peace terms with Germany while the Kaiser and his military advisers were in control. Wilson insisted that they had to go. At the end of October 1918, the German navy mutinied. In the Kiel Mutiny, sailors at Kiel refused to put to sea and attack the British navy because they felt that such a move was foolish and might endanger the ceasefire talks. Unrest began to spread across Germany.


On 9 November, Kaiser Wilhelm, realising he now had little support, made the decision to abdicate. Two days later, the Chancellor of the newly declared German Republic, Friedrich Ebert accepted the Armistice on the basis of President Wilson’s Fourteen Points (see box). It was assumed by all combatants that all states would be involved in the peace process. Ebert then announced that there would be elections for a Constituent Assembly on 19 January 1919.



1.2 The setting up of the Weimar Republic


In the final weeks of 1918, Germany continued to experience tremendous upheaval and there were attacks on the new government from the left and the right. After the elections for the Constituent Assembly, it was decided that Berlin was too dangerous a place for the members to meet. Therefore, the decision was taken to meet in the more peaceful surroundings of the town of Weimar (hence the eventual name of the new Republic).


The most important result of the January elections was that no single party had a majority of seats (see Table 1.1). Therefore, there would have to be a coalition government.


The Assembly chose Friedrich Ebert of the Social Democratic Party (SPD) to be the new president. Ebert asked Philipp Scheidemann of the SPD to be Chancellor and form a government. Lacking a majority, Scheidemann formed a coalition with the Catholic Centre Party (ZP) and German Democratic Party (DDP). Because there were so many political parties it was difficult to secure an overall majority, and coalitions became a feature of the Weimar Republic.


The members of the Assembly had two key tasks before them. The first was the drawing up of a new constitution and the second was the formulation of a peace treaty with the Allies.


Table 1.1 The results of the January 1919 elections






	Party 

	No. of seats 






	Social Democratic Party (SPD) 

	163 






	German Democratic Party (DDP) 

	75 






	Centre Party (ZP) 

	71 






	German National People’s Party (DNVP) 

	44 






	Independent Social Democratic Party of Germany (USPD) 

	22 






	Bavarian People’s Party (BVP) 

	20 






	German People’s Party (DVP) 

	19 






	Others 

	7 
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ACTIVITIES


For all of these questions, work in pairs.





1  What does Table 1.1 show about the results of the January 1919 elections?



2  Why was the Weimar Republic so named?



3  Why was a coalition government formed in 1919?
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Source B Friedrich Ebert (centre) at a press reception in November 1919, the day he was elected President of the Weimar Republic



The Weimar Constitution


Following the abdication of the Kaiser, a new constitution had to be drawn up, which was finalised in August 1919. This was the first time that Germany had experienced democracy. Figure 1.1 shows how the constitution was organised, and Source C lists some of its key articles.
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Figure 1.1 The organisation of the Weimar Constitution


Source C Key articles of the Weimar Constitution






	Article 1 

	The German Reich is a republic. Political authority derives from the people. 






	Article 22 

	The Reichstag delegates are elected by universal, equal, direct and secret suffrage by all men and women over twenty years of age, in accordance with the principles of proportional representation. 






	Article 23 

	The Reichstag is elected for four years. 






	Article 41 

	The Reich President is chosen by the whole of the German electorate. 






	Article 48 

	If public safety and order in the Reich is materially disturbed or endangered, the Reich President may take the necessary measures to restore public safety and order. 






	Article 54 

	The Reich Chancellor and ministers require for the administration of their offices the confidence of the Reichstag. They must resign if the Reichstag withdraws its confidence. 
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ACTIVITY


Study Source C and Figure 1.1. In what ways was the constitution democratic and in what ways undemocratic? Complete your answer using a copy of the table below.






	Democratic:
Government in which all the people are involved in the decisions 

	Undemocratic:
Government in which the people are not involved 
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Strengths of the new constitution


The new constitution had several strengths:





•  In some ways the laws of the Weimar Republic were very democratic. Men and women had the vote at the age of 20, at a time when in Britain the age for men was 21 and 30 for women.



•  The head of the government (the Chancellor) had to have the support of most of the people in the Reichstag.



•  A strong president was necessary to keep control over government and to protect the country in a crisis.



•  Voting by proportional representation meant that the number of seats each party had in the Reichstag was based on the number of votes they got. For example, if a party won ten per cent of the votes if was given ten per cent of the seats.





Weakness of the new constitution


There were, however, many flaws in the constitution and when things did not go well for Germany in the early post-war years, Ebert and his colleagues were criticised for creating a weak system of government (see Source D). Figure 1.2 shows some of the flaws of the new constitution.
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Source D From a speech to the new Constituent Assembly by Hugo Preuss, head of the Commission that drew up the Weimar Constitution in 1919. He was talking about the new constitution.


I have often listened to the debates with real concern, glancing timidly to the gentlemen of the Right, fearful lest they say to me: ‘Do you hope to give a parliamentary system to a nation like this, one that resists it with every sinew in its body?’ One finds suspicion everywhere; Germans cannot shake off their old political timidity and their deference to the authoritarian state.
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Figure 1.2 Flaws of the Weimar Constitution
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ACTIVITIES





1  Make a copy of and complete the scales to show the strengths and weaknesses of the Weimar Constituton after reading the information on this page. Do you agree that the constitution made the Republic weak?



2  Sort the flaws of the Weimar Constitution (Figure 1.2) in order of importance in creating a weak government. Give reasons for your answer.
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Practice question


Give two things you can infer from Source D about the Weimar Constitution. (For guidance, see page 78.)
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2 The early challenges to the Weimar Republic, 1919–23
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The setting up of the Weimar Republic did not signal peace for Germany and its citizens, it merely ushered in a period of chaos and violence. The five years after the First World War saw an attempted Communist revolution, political assassinations, putsches (armed uprisings) and massive inflation. Above all, Germans had to accept what they felt was a vindictive peace settlement – the Treaty of Versailles. Many Germans said that all the problems of the post-war years were the result of the decisions that had been made by the politicians of the new Weimar Republic. These politicians were given the name November Criminals. However, by the end of 1923, political and economic stability were being restored to Germany.
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2.1 The early unpopularity of the Republic


The main reason for the early unpopularity of the Republic was the signing of the Treaty of Versailles.


The Treaty of Versailles


Although the Germans signed the armistice on 11 November 1918, it was not until 28 June 1919 that the treaty ending the First World War was signed. The Germans expected the peace settlement to be based on US President Wilson’s Fourteen Points and they expected to return lands that they had conquered. However, they looked to President Wilson’s idea of self-determination as a safeguard of Germany’s sovereignty. When the terms of the settlement were published, huge numbers of Germans were horrified. The French, led by Clemenceau, wanted revenge and sought to make sure Germany could never threaten France again. One British politician said that ‘Germany will be squeezed until the pips squeak.’


The Treaty of Versailles imposed extremely severe terms on Germany (see Figure 2.1, and Table 2.1 on page 12). Germany lost 13 per cent of its land, 48 per cent of its iron production and more than 6 million citizens were absorbed into other countries. Perhaps the harshest term for Germany was Article 231 – the War Guilt Clause. This stated that Germany had to accept blame for starting the war in 1914. This was compounded when the treaty denied Germany entry to the League of Nations, thus showing that Germany was a pariah.
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Figure 2.1 The territorial terms of the Treaty of Versailles


Table 2.1 Some of the most important terms of the Treaty of Versailles






	
Territorial terms 

	Military terms 

	Financial terms 






	All colonies to be given to the Allied Powers 

	Army not to exceed 100,000 

	Coal to be mined in the Saar by France 






	Alsace-Lorraine returned to France 

	No tanks, armoured cars or heavy artillery permitted 

	
Reparations fixed at £6.6 billion 






	Eupen-Malmedy given to Belgium after a plebiscite 

	No military aircraft permitted 

	Cattle and sheep to be given to Belgium and France as reparations 






	Saar to be administered by the League of Nations 

	No naval vessel to be greater than 10,000 tons 

	Ships over 1,600 tons to be given up 






	Posen and West Prussia to Poland. Eastern Upper Silesia to Poland after a plebiscite 

	No submarines permitted 

	Germany to build merchant ships to replace Allied ships sunk by U-Boats 






	Danzig created a Free City 

	Rhineland demilitarised 

	  






	Memel to be administered by the League of Nations 

	  

	  






	No union (Anschluss) with Austria 

	  

	  






	Northern Schleswig to Denmark after a plebiscite 

	  

	  







The ‘stab in the back’ theory


For most Germans, the Treaty stoked the fire of shame and humiliation. Versailles was nothing more than a dictated peace (Diktat). A scapegoat was needed – and Ebert, the Weimar Government and its politicians fitted the bill and people began to call them the November Criminals. Yet, there was much irony in this criticism. The German cabinet initially rejected the terms of the peace settlement and on 19 June 1919 Scheidemann resigned as Chancellor in disgust. Ebert called the terms a Gewaltfrieden (an enforced peace). The German public was unaware that the Allies had informed the German leaders that refusal to accept the terms would lead to a renewal of hostilities and an immediate invasion of Germany. Nevertheless, from this point, criticism of the Government began to grow and the idea that the politicians had stabbed the army in the back (the Dolchstoss theory) really took hold and gained currency.
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Source B A cartoon entitled ‘Clemenceau the Vampire’. From the German right-wing satirical magazine Kladderadatsch, July 1919. Clemenceau was the leader of France. The cartoon is commenting about the Treaty of Versailles.
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Source A From a German newspaper, Deutsche Zeitung, 28 June 1919


Vengeance! German nation! Today in the Hall of Mirrors [Versailles] the disgraceful treaty is being signed. Do not forget it. The German people will, with unceasing work, press forward to reconquer the place among nations to which it is entitled. Then will come vengeance for the shame of 1919.
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ACTIVITIES





1  What does Source A show about the German newspaper’s attitude to the peace settlement?



2  Why was Article 231 important for many Germans?



3  Work in groups of three or four. Choose either the territorial, military or financial terms of the Treaty of Versailles. Present a case for the class indicating that your choice had the most drastic consequences for Germany.
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