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      The Magic Lantern

      
      BY GILLO DORFLES

      
      One of the main characteristics defining The Magic Lantern is that it is far more complex then even the most sophisticated of comic strips, and rather than being a short story (a ‘history’
         as the Spanish call it), the work is a piece of self-analysis for both the author and the reader. The Magic Lantern serves as the key to discovering all that the super-ego usually censors; the ambiguous illustrations bring these repressed
         elements to the forefront of consciousness (or at least pre-consciousness), from the first images when Valentina goes to sleep
         (with her hand in an onanistic gesture which foreshadows all that later unfolds). Then, after a brief awakening, she falls
         fast asleep again, and finds herself in a dream world (as shown by the illustration’s round framing). Her feet chained, Valentina
         is led by two female guards to court, where she prepares to defend herself from her guilty conscience. Here, a priest, an
         official and a judge take the young woman and subject her to torture: the keys of a Kafkian typewriter beat upon her immaculate
         backside. The astronaut who arrives when she wakes up will then take her towards an escape from reality, which is symbolised
         by flying discs, and enable her to enter the ‘Satellite of Perversion’, which is clearly a sort of ‘uterus regression’. There,
         she is taken on a journey from her pre-natal life into new, pantomimic, science-fiction experiences.
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