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The Schools History Project


Set up in 1972 to bring new life to history for school students, the Schools History Project has been based at Leeds Trinity University since 1978. SHP continues to play an innovatory role in history education based on its six principles:





•  Making history meaningful for young people



•  Engaging in historical enquiry



•  Developing broad and deep knowledge



•  Studying the historic environment



•  Promoting diversity and inclusion



•  Supporting rigorous and enjoyable learning





These principles are embedded in the resources which SHP produces in partnership with Hodder Education to support history at Key Stage 3, GCSE (SHP OCR B) and A level. The Schools History Project contributes to national debate about school history. It strives to challenge, support and inspire teachers through its published resources, conferences and website: http://www.schoolshistoryproject.org.uk
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INTRODUCTION


Making the most of this book


Where this book fits into your GCSE history course


The course


The GCSE history course you are following is made up of five different studies. These are shown in the table below. For each type of study you will follow one option. We have highlighted the option that this particular book helps you with.
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OCR SHP GCSE B


(Choose one option from each section)






	Paper 1
1 ¾ hours

	
British thematic study




•  The People’s Health



•  Crime and Punishment



•  Migrants to Britain






	20%






	
British depth study




•  The Norman Conquest



•  The Elizabethans



•  Britain in Peace and War






	20%






	Paper 2
1 hour

	
History around us




•  Any site that meets the given criteria.






	20%






	Paper 3
1 ¾ hours

	
World period study




•  Viking Expansion



•  The Mughal Empire



•  The Making of America






	20%






	
World depth study




•  The First Crusade



•  The Aztecs and the Spanish Conquest



•  Living under Nazi Rule






	20%
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The world depth study


The world depth study focuses on a traumatic short period in world history when different cultures or ideologies were in conflict. It encourages you to engage with many rich, contemporary sources and the different interpretations of historians. As you do this you will learn about the nature of historical evidence and how history is constructed.


As the table shows, you will be examined on your knowledge and understanding of the world depth study as part of Paper 3. You can find out more about that on pages 98–105 at the back of the book.


Here is exactly what the specification shows for this depth study.
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–45


The specification divides this period into five sections:






	Sections

	Learners should study the following content:






	Dictatorship

	


•  Hitler and the Nazi Party in January 1933


•  Establishing the dictatorship, January 1933 to July 1933


•  Achieving total power, July 1933 to August 1934












	Control and opposition, 1933–39

	

•  The machinery of terror including the SS, the law courts, concentration camps and the Gestapo


•  The range and effectiveness of Nazi propaganda


•  Opposition to Nazi rule including the Left, Church leaders and youth groups










	Changing lives, 1933–39

	


•  Work and home: the impact of Nazi policies on men and women


•  The lives of young people in Nazi Germany including education and youth movements


•  Nazi racial policy: the growing persecution of Jews












	Germany in war

	


•  The move to a war economy and its impact on the German people, 1939–42


•  Growing opposition from the German people including from elements within the army


•  The impact of total war on the German people, 1943–45












	Occupation

	


•  The contrasting nature of Nazi rule in eastern and western Europe


•  The Holocaust, including the Einsatzgruppen, ghettos and the death camps


•  Responses to Nazi rule: collaboration, accommodation and resistance
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You need to understand the interplay between these forces in society:





•  Political



•  Economic



•  Social



•  Racial



•  Cultural





You also need to understand:





•  the impact of the Nazi dictatorship on people’s lives within Germany and across occupied Europe



•  the diverse lives and experiences of people during this traumatic time.





In addition, you should be able to:





•  engage with a range of historical sources



•  understand different interpretations of aspects of life under Nazi rule.





The next two pages show how this book works.



How this book works



The rest of this book (from pages 8 to 97) is carefully arranged to match what the specification requires. It does this through the following features:
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Enquiries


The book is largely taken up with five ‘enquiries’. Each enquiry sets you a challenge in the form of an overarching question.


The first two pages of the enquiry set up the challenge and give you a clear sense of what you will need to do to work out your answer to the main question. You will find the instructions set out in ‘The Enquiry’ box, on a blue background, as in this example.
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Record tasks


From that point, the enquiry is divided into three sections. These match the bullet points shown in the specification on page 3. You can tell when you are starting a new section as it will start with a large coloured heading like the one shown here. Throughout each section there are ‘Record’ tasks, where you will be asked to record ideas and information that will help you make up your mind about the overarching enquiry question later on. You can see an example of these ‘Record’ instructions here. They will always be in blue text with blue lines above and below them.
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Reflect tasks


At regular intervals we will set a ‘Reflect’ task to prompt you to think carefully about what you are reading. They will look like the examples shown here. These Reflect tasks help you to check that what you are reading is making sense and to see how it connects with what you have already learned. You do not need to write down the ideas that you think of when you ‘reflect’, but the ideas you get may help you when you reach the next Record instruction.
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Review tasks


Each enquiry ends by asking you to review what you have been learning and use it to answer the overarching question in some way. Sometimes you simply answer that one question. Sometimes you will need to do two or three tasks that each tackle some aspect of the main question. The important point is that you should be able to use the ideas and evidence you have been building up through the enquiry to support your answer.
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Closer looks


Between the enquiries you will find pages that provide a ‘closer look’ at some aspect of the theme or period you are studying. These will often give you a chance to find out more about the issue you have just been studying in the previous enquiry, although they may sometimes look ahead to the next enquiry.


We may not include any tasks within these ‘closer looks’ but, as you read them, keep thinking of what they add to your knowledge and understanding. We think they add some intriguing insights.


One very important final point


We have chosen enquiry questions that should help you get to the really important issues at the heart of each period you study, but you need to remember that the examiners will almost certainly ask you different questions when you take your GCSE. Don’t simply rely on the notes you made to answer the enquiry questions we gave you. We give you advice on how to tackle the examination and the different sorts of question you will face on pages 98 to 105.



Hitler’s ‘struggle’ before 1933
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A first edition of Adolf Hitler’s two-volume book, Mein Kampf, 1926





Mein Kampf, meaning ‘my struggle’, was first published in two volumes in 1925 and 1926. It was largely written from a prison cell, by Adolf Hitler, an ex-corporal in the German army that had lost the First World War in 1918.


Early years, 1889–1923


Hitler was born into a poor Austrian family in 1889. As a child he became fascinated with the idea that all German-speaking people, such as the Austrians, should really belong to a single great German nation. By 1913, he had moved to the capital of southern Germany, Munich. It was there that he joined the German army to fight in the First World War from 1914 to 1918.


When Germany lost the war Hitler felt very bitter in defeat. Like many other Germans, he believed that the politicians who had taken over the country at the very end of the war had given in too easily. In particular, Hitler believed that powerful and cowardly Jews, many of whom were also communists, had swayed the government’s decision. There is no historical evidence to support this explanation but in the post-war years in Germany it became a popular way of accounting for the army’s sudden defeat in 1918. In a similar way, Hitler and many other Germans blamed the politicians for accepting too readily the severe peace settlement that was part of the 1919 Treaty of Versailles.


Hitler drifted around Munich after the war, seeking friends who, like him, took a very right-wing view of politics. In 1920, he became the leader of a tiny, extreme right-wing party that had just decided to call itself the National Socialist German Workers Party. It stood for nationalism (the greatness of a single nation for all German-speaking people) and for the social needs of the workers in their daily lives. Its German name was the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei but its members called themselves the shortened name: the Nazis.


Early failure


In November 1923, Hitler led his Nazi Party in an attempt to seize power over southern Germany by launching an armed attack on the government. This Munich Putsch failed completely. Hitler was captured and given a fairly light prison sentence that he served in a large, comfortable room in a German castle. In his captivity, Hitler decided that he would no longer try to gain power by force. Instead he would exploit German democratic processes to win elections. Once he was in charge of an elected Nazi government, he would use the full power of the state to shape the country as he wished.


While he was in the castle, Hitler started to write about his ‘struggle’ in life so far … and where he wanted it to lead in the years ahead. These were the ideas that he set out in the long-winded, rambling and extremist text of Mein Kampf.



Eventual success


In Mein Kampf and in his speeches throughout the 1920s, Hitler made his intentions clear:





•  The Nazis must get into power legally, not by a violent takeover. In order to do this, they would build mass support by making generous promises.



•  Once elected to power, the Nazis would end all opposition, as Germany needed the strength of a single-party government.



•  Purify Germany by removing any Jewish influence. If necessary, the Jews must be deported … or removed by other means.



•  Strengthen Germany’s economy and armed forces so that the nation could once again dominate Europe, even if this meant breaking the terms set out in the Treaty of Versailles.



•  Germany must gain land by fighting and winning another war to recapture areas lost through the Treaty of Versailles (for example, to Poland) and to gain whole regions of eastern Europe that would give the German people the living space (Lebensraum) that they needed to thrive.



•  The Nazis must, by these policies, set up and pass on to later generations of Germans a great empire (Reich). There had been two such great German empires before 1918, so this one would be called the ‘Third Reich’ and it would last for a thousand years.





Between 1924 and 1933, Hitler and his Nazis campaigned in elections, promising to do exactly what had been outlined in Mein Kampf. Through a mix of political cunning, weak opposition, lies and brute force, the Nazis had achieved their first aim by 30 January 1933: that was when Adolf Hitler became the new Chancellor (Prime Minister) of Germany. This photograph shows the Nazi Party celebrations that filled the capital city of Berlin that night. In the days, months and years that followed, Hitler and the Nazis set about implementing their other plans for Germany – no matter what the cost in human life and suffering. The rest of this book tells that story.
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Crowds of Nazi supporters celebrate in Berlin on 30 January 1933. The Nazis’ private army, known as the SA, is leading a torchlight march through the streets as spotlights shine on the masses.








1 Democracy to dictatorship



How were the Nazis able to take control of Germany so quickly?
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This photograph shows Adolf Hitler walking up the stairs at the Nazi Party rally in Nuremberg in September 1934. He is receiving rapturous applause and adulation from the 700,000 supporters.


By this time Hitler was der Führer, the dictator who ruled all aspects of German life. His Nazi dictatorship could make whatever laws it wished as it had completely removed all democracy and any other threat to its power. This brutal and total control lasted until 1945.


Yet if we rewind to January 1933 things looked very different, and total power was far from inevitable. Hitler had just been made Chancellor (similar to Prime Minister) but he still had many obstacles to overcome before he could establish the Nazi dictatorship he dreamed of:





•  As Chancellor, Hitler was not the most powerful man in Germany. That was the President, Paul von Hindenburg.



•  Germany in 1933 was a democracy. Although the Nazi Party was the largest party in the Reichstag (the German Parliament) it did not have a majority of seats so it needed the consent of others to pass any laws.



•  Although the Nazis were the largest party in the Reichstag, they only had 37 per cent of the votes, meaning over 60 per cent of the population did not fully agree with their ideas.



•  There were many individuals and groups in German society who detested the Nazis and their ideas.



•  There was a real danger of a power struggle within the Nazi Party that could endanger Hitler’s position as leader.





[image: ]







[image: ]

Adolf Hitler at the Nuremberg Nazi Party rally, 1934
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The Enquiry


Your challenge in this enquiry is to work out how Hitler and the Nazis overcame these obstacles to take total control of Germany within 18 months. The enquiry examines the process in three phases:





1. Hitler and the Nazi Party in January 1933



2. Establishing the dictatorship between January 1933 and July 1933



3. Achieving total power between July 1933 and August 1934





As you move through the enquiry you will be making nine ‘Nazi control cards’.


On one side of each card you will describe an event that helped Hitler and the Nazis take control. On the other side you will explain how the event helped them to tighten their grip on Germany.


At the end of the enquiry you will use your pack of cards to develop and organise your knowledge and understanding of this crucial phase in the history of Germany.
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Hitler and the Nazi Party in January 1933



The Nazi Party in January 1933 was an effective political force. This had not always been the case. As you learned on pages 6 and 7, throughout the 1920s the Nazis had struggled to win any significant support from voters. In the late 1920s, however, the party reorganised itself to great effect. In 1932 they had won the largest percentage of seats in the Reichstag and had a membership of over 850,000 people.


Nazi leaders in 1933


Although Hitler was undoubtedly the dominant figure in the Nazi Party, he was well-supported by a group of intense and committed leaders.
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Nazi leaders in 1933
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At the head of the party was Adolf Hitler. Hitler had been the party leader since 1921 and was instrumental in its success. A very charismatic speaker who could captivate a large crowd, he was a nationally known figure. Jailed for attempting to take power by force in 1923, Hitler was hailed at his trial by the press for his strong opinions. While in prison he wrote Mein Kampf (My Struggle), which clearly set out his racist and nationalistic views. It went on to be a national bestseller. In 1932 during the election he used an aeroplane to fly around Germany delivering speeches. He was the central figure in the Nazi Party structure.


Nazi ideas were spread far and wide by the party’s propaganda team, co-ordinated by Joseph Goebbels. As a highly educated man from the middle classes, he realised the power of modern media and utilised posters, newspapers and new technology in the forms of radio and film. Goebbels used simple, bold messages to make a point. During the Great Depression, for example, the Nazis had fought the election on the campaign motto ‘bread and work’, appealing to the two basic demands of the needy population. He had deeply anti-Semitic ideas. His propaganda also emphasised the strength of Hitler who was portrayed as a god-like supreme being.


Wilhelm Frick was a long-standing member of the party. In 1933, when Hitler was made Chancellor, only two other Nazis were given roles in the Cabinet: Göring was one and Frick was the other. He was made Minister of the Interior, with overall responsibility for most aspects of life in German society. From 1930 to 1931, he had experience of high office in one of Germany’s state parliaments where he used his powers to promote Nazis into important positions and to spread Nazi ideas in schools. Frick helped to shape the party’s racial policy.


Ernst Röhm was the leader of the SA (short for Sturmabteilung or Storm Department, but more commonly known as ‘brownshirts’). Originally set up as bodyguards for Hitler, the SA had turned into the Nazi’s private army. Röhm took charge of the SA in 1930 and greatly increased its strength so that it had 400,000 ‘stormtroopers’ by 1933. These were used to intimidate voters and other political parties. During the election they stood outside polling booths and intimidating voters into voting for the Nazis. They also physically attacked Communists.


Hermann Göring, an ex-First World War fighter pilot, was second in power to Hitler. He joined the German Cabinet along with Frick and Hitler in 1933. He had no clear role at first but he helped the party to run smoothly. Before long, his government responsibilities included controlling the police in Prussia, the largest German region. In 1933, Göring formed the Gestapo, the Nazi secret police that would spy on the German people to stop opposition to the party.


Rudolph Hess, another ex-First World War hero, was third in power to Hitler. He was Deputy Leader of the party and it was his job to sign off all new legislation to ensure that it closely followed the Nazi ideology. He worked in Munich at the headquarters of the party and made certain everyone was following the same goals.


Heinrich Himmler led the SS (Schutzstaffel or Protection Squadron, more commonly known as ‘blackshirts’). This, like the SA, had started as a group of Nazi volunteers who provided security for party leaders. By the end of 1933, the SS had about 200,000 members. Its ‘elite guard’ was a paramilitary force with strict entrance requirements whose members were fanatical about Nazi ideology. They numbered over 50,000 and, under Himmler, were developing the methods of surveillance and terror that would later gain them notoriety. The SS would go on to be one of the defining features of Nazi Germany, running the concentration camps, spying on its people and striking fear into the hearts of anyone living under a Nazi-led regime.
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From that point, the enquiry is divided into three
sections. These match the bullet points shown in the
specification on page 3. You can tell when you are
starting a new section as it will start with a large
coloured heading like the one shown here. Throughout
each section there are ‘Record’ tasks, where you will be
asked to record ideas and information that will help
vou make up your mind about the overarching enquiry
question later on. You can see an example of these
‘Record’ instructions here. They will always be in blue
text with blue lines above and below them.
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Each enquiry ends by asking you to review what
you have been learning and use it to answer the
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simply answer that one question. Sometimes you will
need to do two or three tasks that each tackle some
aspect of the main question. The important point is
that you should be able to use the ideas and evidence
you have been building up through the enquiry to
SUppOTt your answer.
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At the head of the party was Adolf Hitler. Hitler
had been the party leader since 1921 and was
instrumental in its success. A very charismatic
speaker who could captivate a large crowd, he was a
nationally known figure. Jailed for attempting to take
power by force in 1923, Hitler was hailed at his trial
by the press for his strong opinions. While in prison
he wrote Mein Kampf (My Struggle), which clearly set
out his racist and nationalistic views. It went on to be
a national bestseller. In 1932 during the election

he used an aeroplane to fly around Germany
delivering speeches. He was the central figure

in the Nazi Party structure.

Nazi ideas were spread far and wide by the party's
‘propaganda team, co-ordinated by Joseph Gochbels.
As a highly educated man from the middle classes,
‘he realised the power of modern media and utilised
posters, newspapers and new technology in the.
forms of radio and film. Goebbels used simple,

‘bold messages to make a point. During the Great
Depression, for example, the Nazis had fought the
election on the campaign motto ‘bread and work)
appealing to the two basic demands of the needy
population. He had deeply anti-Semitic ideas. His
‘propaganda also emphasised the strength of Hitler
who was portrayed as a god-like supreme being.

Wilhelm Frick was a long-standing member of the
party. In 1933, when Hitler was made Chancellor,
only two other Nazis were given roles in the
Cabinet: Géring was one and Frick was the other.
He was made Minister of the Interior, with overall
responsibility for most aspects of life in German
society. From 1930 to 1931, he had experience of high
office in one of Germany's state parliaments where
he used his powers to promote Nazis into important
positions and to spread Nazi ideas in schools. Frick
helped to shape the party’s racial policy.

Ernst Rohm was the leader of the SA (short for
Sturmabteilung or Storm Department, but more.
commonly known as ‘brownshirts"). Originally set
up as bodyguards for Hitler, the SA had turned into
the Nazi's private army. Rohm took charge of the.

SA in 1930 and greatly increased its strength so that
it had 400,000 'stormtroopers’ by 1933. These were.
used to intimidate voters and other political parties.
During the election they stood outside polling
booths and intimidating voters into voting for the
Nazis. They also physically attacked Communists.

Hermann Géring, an exFirst World War fighter
pilot, was second in power to Hitler. He joined the
German Cabinet along with Frick and Hitler in
1033. He had no clear role at first but he helped the
party to run smoothly. Before long, his government
responsibilities included controlling the police in
Prussia, the largest German region. In 1933, Géring
formed the Gestapo, the Nazi secret police that
would spy on the German people to stop opposition
to the party.

'Rudolph Hess, another ex-First World War hero,
+was third in power to Hitler. He was Deputy Leader
of the party and it was his job to sign off all new
legislation to ensure that it closely followed the Nazi
ideology. He worked in Munich at the headquarters
of the party and made certain everyone was
following the same goals.

Heinrich Himmler led the S (Schutzstaffel or
Protection Squadron, more commonly known as
‘blackshirts’). This, like the SA, had started as a
‘group of Nazi volunteers who provided security for
party leaders. By the end of 1033, the SS had about
200,000 members. Its ‘elite guard’ was a paramilitary
force with strict entrance requirements whose
members were fanatical about Nazi ideology. They
numbered over 50,000 and, under Himmler, were
developing the methods of surveillance and terror
that would later gain them notoriety. The SS would
g0 0n 1o be one of the defining features of Nazi
Germany, running the concentration camps, spying
on its people and striking fear into the hearts of
anyone living under a Nazi-led regime.
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