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For Mum, Dad and Matt




Notes


All recipes serve four unless otherwise stated.


Slugs should be cooked thoroughly. To test if a slug is cooked, pierce the flesh through the thickest part with a skewer or fork – the juices should run clear, never pink or red.


A few recipes include slugs. Anyone with a known slug allergy should avoid these.


While all reasonable care has been taken during the preparation of this book, neither the publisher, editors or author can accept responsibility for any consequences (such as a revenge attack by the slugs) arising from the use of this information.


Always read the manufacturer’s instructions carefully before using any chemical or organic pesticide. Keep them away from animals and children, but wield gleefully in front of slugs.


[image: A green cartoon slug stands upright, eating a leaf with a larger leaf drawn above it with a chunk bitten off.]
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Know your enemy



After a long winter, there’s nothing like seeing your garden spring back to life. However, newly formed shoots, blossoming flowers and moist soil are heaven for the slug. Not only can slugs munch through all your seedlings in minutes, but they can also destroy your favourite hosta in a matter of days.


[image: A 'Wanted (preferably dead)' poster for 'Gastropod Bob,' a cartoon slug in a cowboy hat holding two pistols, with a reward of 100 cabbages.]



Historically, battles have been lost because…



The slug is a hermaphrodite, which means it has luck on its side when it comes to mustering troops for combat. Hermaphrodites have both male and female reproductive systems, so slugs can mate with themselves when and where they wish – although it has been known for a slug to choose to make love with another slug for up to 90 minutes! As a consequence of these activities, each slug can produce up to 36 eggs, several times a year, which is a huge number of new slugs. The white-jelly eggs are laid underground and hatch within 10–21 days, and the baby slugs reach adulthood in approximately six weeks.


A slug has a life span of several years, and every year it will grow bigger and destroy more of your garden. An average garden contains about 200 slugs, and in a season each slug can eat up to 0.8 kg (1¾ lb) of plants. Consequently, you could be forgiven for thinking that you are fighting a losing battle!


[image: Two green cartoon slugs stand facing each other, holding each other, with small hearts floating above their heads.]



Their strengths and weaknesses



Slugs shelter by day in dark, moist areas and come to life by night, making them difficult for humans to find, let alone fight. However, all is not lost as there are certain things that a slug just cannot do without. Originally the slug was a sea creature: its gills became lungs so that it could survive on land, but it still needs moisture as this is constantly lost through the slime it produces when it moves. To produce slime, slugs have to eat and drink constantly. This knowledge is your first weapon in beating your enemy.


[image: A green cartoon slug with a large toothy grin looks in a mirror while holding a toothbrush, as if cleaning its many teeth.]





Enemy profile






	Name:


	Slug (Arion Lusitanicus)







	Size:


	0–15 cm (0–6 in)







	Speed:


	0.0113 kmph (0.007 mph)







	Reproduction:


	Hermaphrodite – produces over 100 eggs a year







	Lifespan:


	2–6 years







	Habitat:


	Dark, moist shelters with a constant supply of tasty plants
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