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INTRODUCTION


Soldiers of the BTS ARMY, welcome to the ultimate BTS fan book, your access-all-areas sneak-peek behind the scenes, and beyond the stars, with the planet’s biggest pop group and your new favourite band… BTS!


For the first time in music history, an Asian band is lighting up the whole world with their illuminating messages of love and understanding through self-penned and produced songs that cover an eclectic mix of genres – from hip-hop to rap-pop, super-charged EDM to breathtaking power ballads. We are, of course, talking about the world’s one and only K-pop phenomenon septet – BTS!


As a mega-fan, you’ll know that BTS don’t do things by halves – they do things by threes! The seven-piece group have, since their inception in 2013, released (rather prolifically) a string of record-breaking, award-winning and bestselling EPs, albums and tour trilogies, as well as – how could we forget! – reality TV and internet shows. There is also their fantastic Bangtan Bomb YouTube series, which features clips of their chaotic daily lives and tours, and showcases each one of the group’s members’ distinct personality and style. And what super style and personality they all have! (Especially Jimin – just kidding.)


From oldest to youngest, the band’s seven “hella lit” members are Jin, Suga, J-Hope, Rap Monster or RM, Jimin, V and Jungkook. Each member adds their own separate, but complementary, style and flavour to the band’s sonic and stylish chemistry, allowing BTS to flourish as a one-of-a-kind seven-piece never seen before in western music charts and the beaming beacon of the reinvented K-pop (or K-hip-hop) movement currently conquering the world. Leading the charge is BTS. And there is no band better than BTS.
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But BTS are more than just performers of their infectious pop-rap, razor-sharp dance choreography for their huge social-media following – BTS say and do more than their contemporaries for, and on behalf of, all the social injustices in the world. As always, RM says it best. He is the band’s main English spokesperson, and as he told Time magazine in 2017: “We came together with a common dream to write, dance and produce music that reflects our musical backgrounds as well as our life values of acceptance, vulnerability and being successful.” He concluded: “Music transcends language.”


BTS get out of bed every day for their ARMY (standing for “Adorable Representatives of MC for Youth”) of devoted fans, fans who have turned BTS into the first K-pop band to break the Top 30 on the US Billboard Hot 100 (with their track “MIC Drop”, remixed by US DJ Steve Aoki) and made the group become the most tweeted-about set of artists in 2017. Even esteemed American talk-show host, Ellen DeGeneres (who welcomed the group to her show in 2017) likened the band’s reception to American shores to that of Beatlemania in the 1960s. Not an unsurprising comparison, really: after all, you can’t spell “Beatles” without “BTS”!




“A lot of people say this, but it’s really true for us: we are living a dream, all seven of us, being able to pursue what we love. We strive to put everything into our music. Our lyrics deal with real issues that face all humans: choices in life, depression, self-esteem. And the fans know that we are there for them, and they are there for us.” RM





On Twitter, BTS is the first South Korean group to achieve 10 million followers. They are the first K-pop group to perform at the American Music Awards and the first South Korean group to win a Billboard Music Award. That all happened in one year! That’s a huge achievement, and an event that will open the gates for many more Asian artists to break down barriers and begin seeing their music make waves in the western musical landscape. But this is all just the beginning for BTS. They have so much more of the world to conquer. With their first massive world tour that started in August 2018, BTS are on a path to sweep the world off its feet with their music and personally thank each and every one of their fans in their home cities. That’s why BTS are so awesome – they emotionally resonate with their army of fans in a way that feels sincere… because it is authentic. The boys mean everything they say and do.


BTS may hail from South Korea – probably the only group in your download collection that does! – but now they belong to the world. They’re the right band at the right time.


But how much do you know about these Korean idols? Let’s find out!


Over to you, boys...
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The boys rock the mic at their debut showcase, Ilchi Art Hall, Seoul, June 15, 2013.












BEFORE THE STARDOM


Bangtan Sonyeondan (Bulletproof Boy Scouts), Beyond the Scene, or even The Bangtan Boys – take your pick! – BTS have several of the most interesting boy-band names you will have heard in recent years. But that’s because they are the most refreshing boy band you’ve heard in recent years too – a fascinating result of the way in which they all first met, coming together from very distinct regions of South Korea, and uniting all of their inspirations together to form something the world had never seen or heard before…


Before the Big Bang


When the seven members of the band first came together – through individual auditions at Big Hit Entertainment in Seoul, South Korea, between 2010 and 2013 – BTS, and their mentor, CEO of Big Hit Entertainment, Bang Si-hyuk, wanted the group to mean something more than just music. Bang had a vision. He yearned for the group to “become a band that defies prejudices and discriminations against the young generation.” All seven members, plus Bang, including first member RM, sought out a South Korean group that did more than just perform “bubblegum pop” with no explanation or reason. The pair wanted a group with a mission. A band with something to say. They wanted them to be “well-balanced between message and performance” and to “adapt the trendiest pop genres so that anyone can enjoy regardless of cultural and language barriers”, and emit a unified sound created by the “special chemistry made by seven personalities in the band.” This mission was to be shared by all seven members. “I don’t want anyone in the band who wants to become a celebrity,” said Bang of his “trainee” selection process of the members, as the concept of BTS was shaping in 2010. “I don’t want to work with anyone whose goal is to be an entertainer and wants to try to use songs as a means to do so. You have to love the music as much as the stage. My philosophy and worldview is instilled in BTS. BTS are kids who do music relentlessly.”


Brothers in Arms


Choosing and selecting the correct members for his trainee programme was a careful and considered round of auditions of talented musicians from all over South Korea. The process took two years. “From the beginning I wanted people who knew what they wanted to do, and consequently we found people like that, so I’m happy,” commented Bang. “BTS don’t just move according to whatever’s planned. They create their own music, they manage their schedule. If they can’t do that, the next album won’t come out. What they want to wear is also clear.” For those critics thinking that BTS are just another boy band, think again.


“All BTS members had self-motivation from their early teenage years,” Bang made clear in a 2013 interview. “Before joining Big Hit, they all struggled despite exceptional enthusiasm in their respective areas of music and dance.” The group’s individual struggle to get their voices heard would come to unite Jin, Jimin, V, Jungkook, RM, Suga and J-Hope and is what fuelled them all to audition for Big Hit Entertainment to begin with. They wanted to be found.


Rap Monster was the first to audition for Bang. He passed with flying colours. Naturally.


“Back in 2010, I was introduced to Bang Si-hyuk, our executive producer and CEO of Big Hit Entertainment,” recalled RM, the only truly fluent English speaker in BTS, and hence the main representative for them in interviews. “I was an underground rapper and only 16 years old, a freshman at high school. Bang thought I had potential as a rapper and lyricist.”


“The first opportunity to plan BTS was leader Rap Monster,” verified Bang. “RM is extremely self-reflective, sophisticated and philosophical, considering his age. After seeing his rap [at his audition] I thought about creating a hip-hop group and gathered the current members. Later, I thought that the group shouldn’t just be idols who do hip-hop, but rather members who can tell their own stories. This thought has consistently been reflected in BTS’s music and has not changed now. I wanted the group to not only compose and write lyrics but also independently participate in producing and stage management.”
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