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But soft, what light through yonder

window breaks?

It is the east, and Juliet is the sun.



Romeo; II.i.
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On that warm summer’s evening, the Capulet house was the brightest place in Verona. The walls of the ballroom were hung with silk tapestries, and candle-light from a dozen crystal chandeliers threw rainbows on to the heads of the masked dancers as they twirled through the music and laughter that filled the air.
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On one side of the room, near a table laden with food and drink, stood a young girl, Juliet, the daughter of Lord and Lady Capulet. She had removed her mask and loosened her black hair so that it hung about her shoulders. Her face, flushed from the heat of the dance, was radiant and her beauty was obvious to all who looked at her. She seemed unaware that someone was watching her.
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A few steps away, a young man stood gazing at her. He had never seen such loveliness before in his whole life.
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Verona in the fifteenth century.
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