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INTRODUCTION


Oscar Piastri’s star is on the rise – and at a meteoric rate.


By 2025, the 24-year-old was vying to become the third Australian to take the Formula 1 crown as he went head-to-head with British McLaren teammate Lando Norris.


It could be a rivalry that lasts for many years, and one that is already capturing the imagination of race fans around the globe.


McLaren has a rich history of incredible drivers, and Piastri already looks set to join the other legends. But will Piastri and Norris replicate the fierce competition of Lewis Hamilton and Max Verstappen, or even reach the notorious dislike of Alain Prost and Ayrton Senna?


With an entire nation watching and willing his every move behind the wheel Down Under, Piastri looks set to become a national hero, and his F1 crowning seems more a matter of when rather than if.


From his brilliance on the racetrack to his childhood in Melbourne, The Little Guide to Oscar Piastri provides a fascinating snapshot of a thrilling driver who could dominate for years.


Discover his influences, inspirations and aspirations in this little guide, the first collection of quotes, facts and trivia about this talented young driver.


Get to know the man behind the wheel as we track his journey so far through this carefully chosen selection of words and wisdom.


This is the ultimate companion for any fan of Piastri or Formula 1 as Piastri accelerates towards pole position.











Chapter One


Start Your Engines


From the suburban streets of Melbourne, as the Australian Grand Prix roared around Albert Park, the young Oscar Piastri was captivated – the sounds of those Formula 1 cars tipping speeds of 200mph lit a fire in the boy that would turn into an inferno. Racing was his destiny…










FACT


Oscar Jack Piastri was born on 6 April 2001 in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.


The son of Chris and Nicole, Oscar grew up in the inner-city suburb of Brighton with his three younger sisters.


His surname comes from a mixture of Italian, Yugoslavian and Chinese heritage on his father's side, while his mother comes from Scottish and Irish stock.








[image: Open quotation]


My mum taught Oscar to play Monopoly aged four – like, way too young – then it was chess, then athletics, cricket and footy so yes, as a family, we’re all super-competitive.


[image: Close quotation]


Oscar’s mum (and legend), Nicole Piastri, reveals her son’s early talents, The Red Flags Podcast, 2024
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I was a competitive kid before I got into racing with all the sport that I played. Even at school, I wanted to be the smartest kid, so I think it’s sort of just ingrained.


[image: Close quotation]


Oscar Piastri on his natural competitiveness, F1 Beyond the Grid podcast, March 2023





[image: Open quotation]


I first started watching F1 in around 2009 and Mark [Webber] was at Red Bull at the time and so I sort of naturally followed him because he was Australian. But when I first started watching I didn’t really have anyone specific as an idol.


[image: Close quotation]


Oscar Piastri on his influences, givemesport.com, June 2023







FACT


Piastri’s love of Formula 1 was influenced by living within earshot of the annual Australian Grand Prix near his home in Melbourne as cars roared by on the streets of the Albert Park Circuit.








[image: Open quotation]


I always looked up to the cricketers - Ricky Ponting was kind of a hero of mine in some ways. I was lucky enough to get a photo with him many years ago, and some of the Aussie Rules football players as well.


[image: Close quotation]


On his sporting heroes, givemesport.com, June 2023
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We would have to read him car magazines, like, that’s from the age of younger than two so before Oscar could put sentences together.


[image: Close quotation]


Oscar’s mum, Nicole, recalling an unerring early interest in cars, thesportsrush.com, August 2024
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I wouldn’t say I was ever good enough to make a career out of those sports, but I really enjoyed them and I think before I started racing, that’s where sort of my passion for being competitive started and then that’s sort of what translated into racing in the end.


[image: Close quotation]


Oscar on getting started, givemesport.com, June 2023
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Before I started racing, I really enjoyed playing Aussie rules football and cricket as well, but they all kind of got swallowed up by racing when I started.


[image: Close quotation]


Oscar on his natural sporting ability, givemesport.com, June 2023
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Oscar’s bedtime stories were mainly car books. He could recite how quick cars were, the horsepower, how much speed they had.


[image: Close quotation]


Oscar’s dad, Chris Piastri, recalls his son’s early interest in motorsport, The Sydney Morning Herald, 2021
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I watched a lot of V8 supercars in Australia, but I didn’t really have a favourite driver or anything. I just enjoyed watching the racing.
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