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INTRODUCTION 









From the rolling, deep-green countryside of the Cotswolds to the country's cathedrals and castles, and from the world-famous Globe Theatre to the stunning landscapes of the Lake District and the meandering beauty of the River Thames – and everything in between – this little book will take you on a tour of everything that makes England terrific. 




  This beautiful country is the perfect getaway location – even if you live there! So, what are you waiting for, come and join us on a fantastic journey through the land of Michael Caine, William Shakespeare and Guy Fawkes, and discover what makes people English… and proud of it! 













MAKING HISTORY 









IMPORTANT DATES IN OUR HISTORY 




[image: ]


 


Every 23 April, England unites to celebrate its patron saint, George. His emblem, a red cross on a white background, is the unofficial flag of England and makes up part of the Union Jack – the official flag of the United Kingdom. During the crusades, St George's emblem was stitched into the knights' tunics so they could identify their fellow king's men in battle. 
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Before Hastings, the single most important battle in England was the bloody Battle of Brunanburh, near Burnley. It was the conflict that determined whether Britain would become one country or remain as four separate ones. The year was AD 937 and the Scots, Welsh and Norse-Irish had all ganged up on the Anglo-Saxons of King Æthelstan. The Anglo-Saxons won – an important victory in terms of establishing England and Englishness as they are known today. 















The stately homes of England! 


How beautiful they stand, 


Amidst their tall ancestral trees, 


O'er all the pleasant land! 






 


FELICIA DORATHEA HEMANS 
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One of the most famous, and important, dates in English history: 14 October 1066. When King Edward 'the Confessor' died earlier that year, he left no heirs and his death ignited a fierce rivalry for the throne that culminated in the historic Battle of Hastings and the ultimate destruction of the Anglo-Saxon rule of England. The Norman king, William, conquered the English and changed the country forever. 
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Liverpool was once one of England's most crucial cities. Its official history began on 28 August 1207, when King John granted a Royal Charter for a place called 'Liuerpul' – even though only around two hundred people lived there at the time. Liverpool was once described as the 'Second City of Empire', eclipsing even London for commerce. Now Liverpool holds the Guinness World Records title for being the 'Capital of Pop', having secured more number one hits, than any other city in the UK. It is also one of the most passionate footballing cities in England; home to both Liverpool and Everton. 
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To put it mildly, the Magna Carta was a powerful document. When forced to sign it in 1215, King John effectively limited his own powers and gave way to the formation of parliament as we now know it. The document was a collection of laws that would turn out to be the first vital step in creating constitutional government and law in the English-speaking world. 
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