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“It made me think I was really at Strictly!”

Lucy, 7
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“It was an enjoyable light read.”

Grace, 7
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“I loved the Bella adventures.”

Josie, 7
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“I thought it was gripping.”

Edie, 8
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“I can’t wait to read the rest of the Strictly Come Dancing series.”

Amy, 8
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[image: images]  Which three words best describe the samba to you?


Carnival, party, fun.

 

[image: images]  How old were you when you discovered you loved to dance?
 

I was twelve. My mum loved dancing – just for fun, but her love of it encouraged me to give it a try and I’m glad I did!

 

[image: images]  Did you go to a special dance academy like Bella?


No, I learnt at home with my mum, but pretty soon I started taking lessons, although not at a proper dance academy.

 

[image: images]  How old were you when you won your first dance competition?


I was thirteen. Having taken dancing lessons and been encouraged by my mum to follow my heart and become a dancer it was a wonderful experience after only a year of dancing to compete with other boys and to be the winner!

 

[image: images]  What is your favourite dance and why? 


Paso doble because it’s dramatic, very physical but also is a feel good dance.

 

Turn the page to find out how Bella learns
to dance the samba …


[image: images]

“Well, here we are,” Bella’s dad said as they walked into the dorm room. “The Strictly Dance Academy.” He grinned down at Bella. “Can you believe it?”

“No.” Bella let out a breath she hadn’t even realised she’d been holding.

Even though the auditions for Strictly Come Dancing’s Strictly Dance Academy had finished a week ago, Bella was still in shock. Had she really got into the academy? It hardly seemed possible when she thought of that long line of girls she’d been competing against. But somehow she’d made it, just by doing what her dad had told her – dance like nobody’s watching – and it had worked!

Bella shivered with excitement as she tried to take in the room where she’d be sleeping. There was a bed under each of the three tall windows lining the long room and a fourth against one of the walls at the side. Each bed had a small wooden chest of drawers next to it and there was a large cupboard to hang clothes in by the door. The room was painted a pale yellow and the wooden floors had been polished until they glowed. Perfect for practising routines on! Bella thought. She wondered which of the ten Strictly Academy girls she’d be sharing with – she couldn’t help hoping that Sofia and Natalie would be with her. They had really helped her get through the auditions, especially when she hadn’t thought she’d make it. She’d never had any professional training after all, just dancing in a club at school, and some of the girls at the auditions had been dancing since they were really young. Bella might be in the academy, but she knew it would be seriously hard work to keep up with everyone else. She was going to need all the support she could get!

Bella sank down on the bed in front of the middle window. After all the dreaming, and all the ups and downs, this was it. She was really here!

“Is that the bed you want then, love?” Her dad picked up her bright red suitcase, ready to lift it on to the chest of drawers.
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“I suppose so – if the other girls won’t mind.”

Her dad laughed. “I should think their heads will be too full of dancing to mind which bed they sleep in.”

Just then, Sofia walked in carrying her suitcase. Her dark hair was tied in a ponytail and she was wearing a green stripy T-shirt dress which looked lovely against her olive skin. Just behind her was a tall woman with black hair swept up into a neat glossy bun. She moved so gracefully across the floor that she almost seemed to float herself. Bella remembered Sofia had said that her mum had been a professional dancer in Italy.

She’s so glamorous! Bella thought.
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She felt a bit self-conscious as Sofia’s mum swept into the room and gazed down at Bella.

“Darrrling! Is this the friend you have been speaking about?”

“Hey, Bella!” Sofia grinned at her. “Yes, Mum, this is her.”

“It is verrry wonderful to meet you!” Sofia’s mum came closer and grabbed Bella’s hands as she stood up from the bed. “My Sofia tells me you dance like an angel!” She pulled away one hand to kiss her fingertips and Bella had to tuck away a smile. Sofia’s mum was exactly as Sofia had described her at the auditions – a real “prrrima ballerina”!

“It is verrry nice to meet you too,” Sofia’s mum told Bella’s dad.

“I’m so glad we’re in the same dorm,” Sofia told Bella.

“So am I!”

“Hey, I hope you’ve saved a bed for me!” an American accent drawled. Bella turned to see Natalie grinning at her from the door. She was wearing jeans and a yellow long-sleeved T-shirt that had “Strictly Fabulous” printed on it.

“Of course we have,” Bella laughed. “What about this one?” She pointed to the bed under the third window.
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