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Introduction

This story was originally published in Motives for Murder, an anthology of crime fiction by current members of The Detection Club to honour Peter Lovesey on his eightieth birthday. Each member wrote a small introduction to their story explaining their relationship to him. Here is Liza Cody’s:




	My friendship with Peter has been cemented over many years by several joint, sometimes bizarre, projects. It began in 1990 when Peter, Michael Z Lewin, Paula Gosling and I joined forces to write and rehearse a show we could take to the US – self-promotion without the loneliness. The idea worked: we even made a profit. Murder We Write was followed by Wanted For Murder and some other peculiar notions, including a booklet called The Ideas Experiment and a CD I’d rather forget. During this time, with all the hard work, pratfalls and, sometimes, helpless laughter, Peter always refined and redefined the term ‘perfect gentleman’. In fact almost five years passed before I realised he even knew any swear words. His wonderful Bath hero, Peter Diamond, works out of the now decommissioned Manvers Street Police Station. The cops themselves call a closing station a Ghost Station. My story is supposed to be sourly elegiac about the end of that particular era. Happy Birthday, Peter. With love and admiration for an unfailingly generous friend, and a great writer.






Ghost Station

Liza Cody

Before that day I’d never been to Bath even as a tourist. There was something gentrified and bookish about the city which, I felt, excluded me.

OEBPS/images/9780751566161.jpg
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR

T
STATION







