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OSCAR AND THE OSCARINIS


In 1938, Walt Disney won an Academy Award for his animated feature Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs—or, more precisely, he received one for himself, and seven miniatures for his little friends.
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MANILA FOLDERS are made from and named after Manila hemp, or abaca, a sturdy fiber derived from a relative of the banana plant. Indigenous to the Philippines, its light weight, durability, and strength make it a natural choice for paper products.
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POLITICAL PARTY


The signers of the United States Constitution apparently had a “work hard, play hard” mentality. Just two days before signing, they ordered a few drinks. When the bill came, it included:


54 bottles of Madeira 
 60 bottles of claret 
 30 to 50 bottles of whiskey, beer, hard cider, and port 7 bowls of spiked punch
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Many experts believe that the back brace PRESIDENT KENNEDY wore on November 22, 1963, was part of the reason he didn’t survive the assassination in Dallas. The first bullet passed through his neck, but did not kill him. However, Kennedy’s back brace prevented his body from slumping over, leaving a clear target for the second bullet, a fatal shot to his head.














COP TALK


“10-4, over and out!” is just one code in the lexicon of police jargon, some of which we’ve learned from watching television cop shows. Although the codes vary between police departments, here are some examples: 














	10-1 



	You are being received poorly







	10-10 



	Fight in progress







	10-15 



	Civil disturbance







	10-16 



	Pick up prisoners







	10-24 



	Trouble at station







	10-31 



	Crime in progress







	10-32 



	Person with gun







	10-34 



	Riot







	10-39 



	Urgent—use light and siren







	10-45 



	Animal carcass







	10-79 



	Notify coroner







	10-80 



	Vacation check







	10-85 



	Will be late







	10-90 



	Bank alarm







	10-94 



	Drag race







	10-98 



	Jailbreak







	11-12 



	Dead animal/loose livestock







	11-14 



	Animal bite







	11-15 



	Ball game in street







	code 7 



	Out for lunch







	187 



	Homicide







	288 



	Lewd conduct







	311 



	Indecent exposure







	390D 



	Drunk unconscious







	415G 



	Gang disturbance







	470 



	Forgery







	595 



	Runaway car







	903L 



	Low-flying aircraft







	905V 



	Vicious animal







	908 



	Begging







	914H 



	Heart attack







	915 



	Dumping rubbish







	921P 



	Peeping Tom







	927 



	Suspicious person







	927A 



	Person pulled from telephone







	949 



	Gasoline spill







	962 



	Suspect is armed and dangerous







	975 



	Can your suspect hear your radio?







	967 



	Outlaw motorcyclists







	966 



	Sniper







	995 



	Labor trouble







	996 



	Explosive







	5150 



	Mental case







	21958 



	Drunk pedestrian in roadway
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STERLING SERVICE


The Proper Setting for the Elegant Table


Left of the Plate


Napkin


Fish fork


Dinner fork


Salad fork


Right of Plate


Service knife


Fish knife


Soup spoon


Above the Plate


Butter knife (on butter plate)


Dessert spoon (bowl left)


Cake fork (tines right)


Crystal or glassware 
 (from left to right)


Water glass


Red wineglass


White wineglass














MAD FADS


Nutty Obsessions of the Twentieth Century


1920s


Flagpole sitting


Flappers


Freudianism


Mah Jongg


Dance marathons


1930s


Stamp collecting


Board games


Drive-in movies


Miniature golf


Zoot suits


1940s


Swallowing goldfish


Silly putty


Pea shooters


“Kilroy was here”


Slinky


1950s


Phone booth stuffing


Hula hoop


3-D movies


Coonskin caps


Panty raids


1960s


The Twist


Fallout shelters


Troll dolls


Ouija boards


Bouffants


1970s


String art


Streaking


Puka shells


Mexican jumping beans


Pet rocks


1980s


Rubik’s Cube


Boom boxes


Cabbage Patch dolls


Break dancing


Smurfs


1990s


Beanie Babies


Grunge


Furby


Tattoos


Piercing














WHO—AND WHAT—AM I?


Autosomal DNA determines much of who we are, and consists of all of a cell’s DNA, except the X and Y chromosomes and the mitochondrial DNA. Fifty percent of your autosomal DNA comes from your father, and 50 percent comes from your mother, and it contains a broad picture of your genetic ancestry. It is currently used to legally verify Native American blood when questions of land inheritance arise.














THE FEATHER LAW


Federal laws that prohibit the killing, possession, or use of several types of birds, such as the bald eagle, were enacted to protect various bird species from hunters, but Native Americans enrolled in federally recognized tribes may legally possess eagle feathers for use in religious ceremonies. A provision mandates that these feathers be obtained, via permit, from a central distribution office and they cannot be sold, bartered, or given away to anyone other than another enrolled member of a federally recognized tribe.
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SOCIAL SECURITY currently offers U.S. citizens four types of protection: 




1. Retirement benefits


2. Survivors’ benefits


3. Disability benefits


4. Medicare medical insurance benefits
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Ancient Romans considered FLAMINGO TONGUES a delicacy.














THE PULITZER PRIZE


All winners, except for Public Service, are awarded a $10,000 cash prize and a certificate of recognition. The Public Service Award winner receives a gold medal.


Current Pulitzer Prize Categories


Beat Reporting


Biography or Autobiography


Breaking News Photography


Breaking News Reporting


Commentary


Criticism


Drama


Editorial Cartooning


Editorial Writing


Explanatory Reporting


Feature Photography


Feature Writing


Fiction


General Non-Fiction


History


International Reporting


Investigative Reporting


Music


National Reporting


Public Service


Biography or Autobiography (by an American author)


Fiction (by an American author)


General Non-Fiction (by an American author)


U.S. History


Poetry


Discontinued Pulitzer Prize Categories


Correspondence


Explanatory Journalism (replaced by Explanatory Reporting)


General News Reporting


Local General or Spot News Reporting


Local Investigative Specialized Reporting


Local Reporting


Local Reporting, Edition Time


Local Reporting, No Edition Time


The Novel (now the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction)


Photography (replaced by Feature Photography and Breaking News Photography)


Specialized Reporting


Spot News Photography


Spot News Reporting


Telegraphic Reporting—National and Internationa
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THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION


When it was enacted on New Year’s Day 1863, Abraham Lincoln called the Emancipation Proclamation “a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing rebellion.” Lincoln’s proclamation applied only to freed slaves in Southern states that had already seceded from the Union, making it virtually unenforceable. It did not apply to slaves in the North, nor in the border states of Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri. It was not until 1865, when Congress passed the Thirteenth Amendment, that slavery was abolished in the United States.
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PEARLS will dissolve in vinegar.














THE NOBEL PRIZE


Since their first presentation in 1901, Nobel laureates have received a cash prize, a gold medal, and a diploma. Winners can be either individuals or institutions and currently share approximately US$1.3 million per category. There can be up to three winners per category, with all winners for each category dividing the prize money. A prize may not be awarded if no candidate is chosen, but each prize must be awarded at least once every five years. Any money declined by laureates remains the property of the Nobel Prize Foundation and remains in its trust.


Nobel Prize categories


Nobel Prize in Chemistry


Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences*


Nobel Prize in Literature


Nobel Prize in Physics


Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine


Nobel Peace Prize


*Instituted in 1968 by the Bank of Sweden in Memory of Alfred Nobel, founder of the Nobel Prize.
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The JOLLY ROGER is an English euphemism for a pirate flag and is thought by some to come from the French “joli rouge” or “pretty red,” a wry description of the red banner flown by pirates that declared they would show no mercy to victims. Seventeenth-century privateers designed their own personal banners, often flown along with the national flag, and what we think of today as the Jolly Roger—the skull and crossbones on a black background—first appeared on the high seas in the eighteenth century. It may have come from the captain’s log, in which the skull and crossbones indicated the death of a crew member.














“I SAY, OLD CHAP”


For the feel of Hollywood in its heyday or an afternoon at the races, when it comes to men’s neckwear, only an ascot will do. Here is how it’s properly tied: 




1. Pull the ascot around the back of your neck as you would a tie. Let the left end hang slightly more than two inches longer than the right.


2. Wrap the left end one and a half times over the right. Continue around as if you were going to complete a second turn, and push the left end up through the neck loop so that it emerges over the top.


3. Center the top flap so that it is the only visible portion of the ascot. Spread the sides slightly, creating a “waterfall” of fabric from the base of your neck.


4. Undo only one button of your shirt. Tuck the ends of the ascot into your shirt.


5. Secure the ends of the ascot with a stick pin if desired.
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AMERICA’S CUP?


The America’s Cup, often called the oldest trophy in sports, did not travel from its home in the New York Yacht Club from 1851 until 1983, when it was won by an Australian team. The cup has since resided in San Diego; Sydney, Australia; and Auckland, New Zealand; and has taken a trip back to its original home, the Royal Yacht Squadron in Cowes, England. The cup always flies accompanied by two security guards in its own seat in business class. It also has its own specially crafted Louis Vuitton travel case, so that it may travel in comfort and style.














SPEED RACKING


In bars, the good liquor, referred to as “top shelf,” is kept behind the bartender, and the least expensive liquor, called “well drinks,” is kept in what is called the “speed rack,” below the lip of the bar. They usually line up, left to right, in the following order: vodka, bourbon, gin, scotch, rum, brandy, tequila, triple sec, rye, and kahlua.
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WHAT DID YOU SAY?


The longest word (containing forty-five letters) currently listed in any dictionary is pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis and is defined in Webster’s Third New International Dictionary, Unabridged as “a pneumoconiosis caused by the inhalation of very fine silicate or quartz dust and occurring especially in miners.” This easily beats the more familiar antidisestablishmentarianism (the only one of the über-long words that is not science-based), which has a mere twenty-eight letters. Other contenders are: 


















	Otorhinolaryngological 



	22 letters







	Immunoelectrophoretically 



	25 letters







	Psychophysicotherapeutics 



	25 letters







	Thyroparathyroidectomized 



	25 letters







	Pneumoencephalographically 



	26 letters







	Radioimmunoelectrophoresis 



	26 letters






	Psychoneuroendocrinological 
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