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Her name is Katherina Minola

Renown’d in Padua for her scolding tongue.



Hortensio; I.ii.
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Baptista Minola was rich and respectable, but his two daughters were the talk of Padua. The younger, Bianca, was pretty, polite and modest. Her elder sister, Katherina, was equally pretty, but her character was completely different. Gossips called her “the shrew”, a nickname given to any woman with a quick temper and a sharp tongue. As a result, no suitor had asked Baptista’s permission to marry Katherina. Bianca, on the other hand, had two suitors: the elderly but wealthy Gremio, and young Hortensio. Katherina was jealous of Bianca, and her jealousy made her more bad-tempered than ever.
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One afternoon, two young men who were sightseeing in Padua happened to pass Baptista’s house.

One was dressed in colourful clothes. His name was Lucentio, the only son of the prosperous Pisan merchant Vincentio. Lucentio had arrived in Padua that morning, and planned to study at the university. The other young man was plainly dressed. He was Tranio, Lucentio’s servant and close friend.
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