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FOREWORD


BY STEVE FLETCHER


Even in the modern world, with so many distractions, people still enjoy doing puzzles. I think it’s because it’s not about getting the puzzle right necessarily, it’s about taking your mind somewhere else.


With a puzzle, you can release yourself from life’s worries, you can get your brain involved in something, and if you don’t get it right it doesn’t matter. Puzzles help you relax. They’re not life or death.


The nice thing about a puzzle book is that it’s one of those books you can pick up for five minutes or half an hour. It’s not like a book where you have to sit down and try and read a chapter.


I’ve not yet been asked to repair a puzzle for The Repair Shop, but Will Kirk and Lucia Scalisi worked on a lovely vintage hand-cut jigsaw puzzle depicting a scene from HMS Pinafore (series 4, episode 17, first aired April 23 2019). This jigsaw was a family heirloom that had become dirty and dishevelled, with several pieces missing altogether.


Will recreated the missing pieces with his woodwork skills. And then art restorer Lucia painted a picture on each new piece, using an ancient technique, involving, of all things, freshly cracked eggs.


I’ve liked puzzles since I was a child. My grandparents – my father’s parents – lived just around the corner from us and we’d always go round for Sunday tea. They had boxes and boxes of puzzles, many from when my dad was a boy, and encouraged us (Steve’s sister Suzie Fletcher is The Repair Shop’s leather expert) to enjoy them. These puzzles were mostly quite old-fashioned cardboard puzzles, from the late 1920s.


I always felt a bit diddled if one of those puzzles was too easy. I’d try and make it more difficult by doing them without looking at the picture.


As a child though, my favourites were metal wire Chinese puzzles. I loved them to bits, they challenged my 3D brain – I tend to think of things in 3D.


The fact my mind works like this certainly influenced me to become a horologist. When you’re taking a clock to pieces, seeing what’s wrong, fixing it and putting it back together again, you’re thinking in 3D all the time.


A clock is a puzzle. If you take a clock apart and you have all the bits in front of you, it is a puzzle, you’re putting it back the way it’s supposed to be. The biggest part of a clock puzzle is that it is a clock that’s not working properly. It might not only be one thing that’s stopping the clock, it could be two or three things; that’s what you need to find out. I’ve been clock repairing for half a century now. I’m getting quite good at clock puzzles!


Growing up, I would take absolutely everything apart to see how it worked. I remember when Rubik’s Cube came out, I spent a day and half solid just getting my head around it. Then I had to take one apart just to see how it all fitted together.


I tried to invent my own wire puzzles too, but they weren’t as clever and sophisticated as the ones you could buy, or find as free gifts in cereal packets back then.


As kids we would get the Beezer and the Beano comic book annuals every year. There were always puzzles in those. But the one puzzle I don’t get on with – I’m absolutely rubbish at them and derive no pleasure whatsoever from doing them – are crosswords. I envy people who can do crosswords and are good at them, but I tend to avoid word puzzles. It’s not the way my brain works.


But I do Wordle every day. My wife Mel and I try and beat each other. Every single morning, even when I’m away, we share our scores with each other. We’re quite competitive!


As a family – I have five children and four grandchildren – we love to do jigsaws. Every year, we go away to Cornwall together and we always have a jigsaw with us.


We pick a complex puzzle. This year it’s a massive puzzle of loads of ferns. My passion is gardening, and this was bought for me at Christmas. We all have a go at our holiday jigsaw, and it’s lovely when one of the younger grandchildren – the youngest is four – gets involved. Usually, it’s my son who keeps one piece back, so he can be the person to put in the final bit.


To me, life is a puzzle. At every juncture we’re either turning right or left or straight on, then you’re getting to the next hurdle. But then of course, we get other puzzles too, for fun.


I certainly hope that this Repair Shop puzzle book will be fun, as well as challenging and satisfying, a companion to dip in and out of whenever you like.


STEVE FLETCHER
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1 FILLING IN



Covering up cracks, replacing worn out stuffing for a soft toy, filling in can mean many things.


In this puzzle you will be ‘filling in’ in a different way. In each example there are three words with the letters of a smaller word missing. You have to fill in the missing word. These words are items which might be taken to The Repair Shop.
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2 WHAT’S IT WORTH?



It isn’t possible to put a monetary value on items which have their own personal family story linked to them. However, here’s a way of giving items a value, based on pure puzzling!


A bat and a ball, a bell and a plate are all items that could be brought into The Repair Shop.


Six different letters of the alphabet are used in naming all the objects.


Each different letter has been given a numerical value from 1 to 6. The numbers remain constant, so that if A= 5 (which it doesn’t!) it has the same value each time it appears.


The total value of each item is worked out by adding the individual numbers together.


Some examples are given here. What is the value of PLATE?
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3 QUIZ WORD
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A quiz and a crossword wrapped up in one puzzle.


ACROSS


6 What small flat frame is used for joining the ends of a leather belt? (6)


7 What is a shoemaker’s model for repairing a shoe called? (4)


9 What was pioneered by George Eastman in the late 1880s and was given the name Kodak? (6)


10 Which padded bed covering may be covered in designs such as 8 Down? (5)


12 What is another word for second hand? (4)


13 Which word precedes ‘driver’ in the name of a tool which tightens a metal fastener? (5)


17 What colour is the pigment prepared from black cuttlefish fluid, used in monochrome drawing and watercolours? (5)


18 Nottingham is famous for producing which type of delicate trimming? (4)


21 What name for fine, translucent ceramics shares its name with a country? (5)


22 What is the bat used in tennis called? (6)


24 The relative purity of which precious metal is measured in carats? (4)


25 Which thread or cloth was originally made in the 18th century and sparked the development of the industrial revolution in the UK? (6)


DOWN


1 Which metal tool removes dirt or stains from a surface? (7)


2 What is another name for adhesive? (4)


3 What type of flooring consists of wooden blocks arranged in a pattern? (7)


4 What can be used to colour wood which is not a paint? (5)


5 Which musical wind instrument, usually made from silver or steel, has holes along its length? (5)


8 Which craft consists of small pieces of different fabrics sewn together? (9)


11 Which vessel is sometimes called Toby? (3)


14 What is the foot pedal on a sewing machine called? (7)


15 Which mauvish-crimson dye shares its name with a city in Northern Italy? (7)


16 Which type of black lignite is Whitby famous for? (3)


19 What term means to mark with notches, incisions or lines? (5)


20 Which movable metal joint allows a door to swing to and fro? (5)


23 What type of shoe, often associated with dancing, has a thick wooden sole? (4)






4 MOSAIC



Two grids. Twelve clues. Solve the clues which are listed at random. Each answer contains five letters. Complete each grid so that each answer starts in a space with an odd number and ends in a space with the even number that is one greater. The letter in space 1 in Grid A is an I. The letter in space 1 in Grid B is a B.


CLUES


Wooden or metal border enclosing a picture


____________________________________________________


Endures, remains for a considerable length of time


____________________________________________________


Type of wood which sounds like it’s found by the seashore


____________________________________________________


Number of sides on an octagonal box


____________________________________________________


Porcelain, ceramic wares


____________________________________________________


Clean thoroughly with a brush to remove old dirt
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