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Bobby’s Back!

B

obby Dean was swimming deeper and deeper

into the azure sea, a mighty whale leading him

towards the ocean floor. The creature’s giant frame

sliced through the crystal-clear blue water, like a

mighty ocean liner carving its journey towards the

sun. As it guided Bobby downwards, the whale sang

Bobby a sea shanty. The notes formed clouds of tiny

air bubbles that tickled Bobby as he dived through

them.

Come swim with me, Bobby,

in the wild, deep blue sea!
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To me, way hey, and blow the man down!

The ocean’s my home, Bobby,

the best place to be!

To me, way hey, and blow the man down!

Ahead, the ocean’s sandy floor stretched

out like the vast dunes of the Sahara

Desert. Bobby spied a perfectly round

coal-black pearl. He reached out to

pick it up.

‘Ouch! Get off!’

Bobby woke up to see Noel, his pet mouse,

snuggled up under the warm fluffy ear of Ruffian,

Bobby’s beloved dog. Noel was rubbing his nose.

‘Sorry, Noel!’ Bobby said. ‘I was having an

amazing dream! I was diving with a

massive whale and we were

singing, and then I saw this black

pearl and I reached to pick it up!’

‘Does my nose look like a black

pearl to you?’ Noel asked.
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Bobby laughed. ‘A little bit,’ he said.

Ruffian, Bobby’s scruffy ginger dog and best

friend, stretched out his back legs. With a little kick

he dashed off the last remnants of sleep and licked

Bobby’s ear.

‘Morning, Ruff!’ Bobby said, ruffling the dog’s

furry head. Then, like he had done every morning

since Christmas, he reached over to his snow globe

on the windowsill and gave it a shake. As the snow

cleared, images like movie clips flickered inside the

globe.

‘Look,’ Bobby said to Noel, ‘there’s Dag!’

Dag was one of the dogs Bobby had met during

his adventure on Scruff Island, only

now Dag was out walking with

his owner. He looks so happy,

Bobby thought, waving at

Dag, who barked back. The

scene changed and Bobby

saw the other dogs, Fly, Dink

and Pip, all with their new

owners and all so happy.
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‘Got any hotdogs going spare?’ barked Pip.

Bobby gave the snow globe another shake to

reveal a sunny beach. Sitting in a deck chair on the

sand was a very large man with an enormous white

beard that stretched all the way down to his tummy

button. On his head was a straw hat to protect him

from the sun.

‘Hello, Santa!’ said Bobby. ‘How’s the holiday?’

‘Tickity-boo, Bobby!’ Santa replied with a

cheerful wave. ‘You have a great day at school,

now!’

As Santa reached for a very large and colourful

drink, topped with numerous tiny umbrellas and

skewers of fruit, Bobby shook the globe one last

time. A moment later he saw Harold and his dad

flying a huge multicoloured kite high in the air.

Both were running and singing as the kite soared.

Bobby gave them a wave.

‘All present and correct!’ said Bobby to Noel and

Ruffian.

A shout bowled up the stairs to blast in through

Bobby’s bedroom door.
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‘Move it, Bobby! You don’t want to be late on the

first day of term!’

‘Yes, Dad!’ Bobby shouted back.

‘Your mum’s made you breakfast. And, for your

convenience, she’s put all of it in one enormous roll

to take with you on the bus!’

Bobby ran to have a quick shower, then pulled

on his uniform and headed downstairs into the

kitchen. Ruffian was hot on his heels, Noel clinging

onto the dog’s neck like the tiniest jockey in the

world.
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‘Smells amazing, Mum!’ Bobby said, as she

handed him a roll so big he could

only just hold it with both

hands. ‘What’s in it?’

‘Everything is in it!’ Bobby’s

dad laughed, throwing Ruffian a lovely, fat, juicy

sausage.

Bobby’s mum then counted off on her fingers the

contents of his roll: ‘There’s bacon, sausage, beans,

tomato, mushrooms, black pudding, white pudding,

egg, a hash brown. Oh, and some haggis!’

Ever since Bobby could

remember, his mum had fed

him enormous meals and

snacks in the hope he

would grow as big as the

other children his age,

but Bobby had got used to

being small and was quite

happy just the way he was.

Bobby took a huge bite of the





[image: image]

Bobby’s Back!

7

roll as his mum gave Noel a pancake, who wrapped

it around himself like a blanket.

‘See you tonight!’ Bobby shouted as he dashed

from the house clasping his breakfast roll, his school

bag flapping over his shoulder behind him. ‘And

thanks for breakfast!’
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The Rich Man

R

unning along the lane, Bobby heard music in

the air. He spotted the school bus winding its

way towards him through the valley.

At the end

of the lane, parked in the road, was the largest,

most expensive car Bobby had ever seen. It was a

bright green Rolls Royce with wheels so shiny they

made him squint if he looked at them. The car

was surrounded by enormous bulldozers and huge

trucks.

Bobby stared as the driver got out then walked to

the end of the car and opened another door. A tall

man, thin as a pine tree with no branches, climbed
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out. He was wearing a bright green suit and shoes

as red as cherries.

The man waved at Bobby. ‘I’m very rich, you

know!’ he shouted. ‘Money is best!’

The man gave the driver a wad of money.

‘Did you see that? I just gave

my driver one thousand

pounds! I bet you’re really

impressed, aren’t you?’

Money didn’t really interest

Bobby. He knew that not having

enough could make life hard. He also

knew that having lots of it didn’t

necessarily make you happy.

‘A thousand pounds for opening a

door!’ the man said. ‘I could give you

a thousand pounds right now, too, if

I wanted. What do you think about that?’

Bobby gave a shrug, and said nothing.

‘I’m so rich!’ the man laughed, the sound thin

and wrong, like the squeal of air being let out of a

balloon. ‘And being rich is best!’
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Bobby took a bite of his

roll. Ruffian growled.

‘That man is not nice at all,’

Noel said.

‘Do you live here, boy?’ the

man asked.

Bobby gave a nod. ‘Why?’

‘Hahaha! You’re so poor!’ the man

laughed, only this time the sound was that of the

dirtiest, grubbiest, rubbish-filled water, being sucked

down a disgusting, horrible drain. He pointed at

Bobby with a finger so thin it looked like a twiglet.

‘And being poor like you is rubbish!’

Bobby was now feeling a little cross

with this rude man.

‘Money isn’t everything,’ he said.

‘Yes it is!’ the man said, then he

removed something flat from a pocket

and started to open it. ‘Do you

know what this is?’

Bobby stared. ‘A map?’
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‘A map of this whole area,’ the man said, then

pointed at various things around them. ‘Your

horrible little house. That horrible little village up

there. All these horrible fields and those horrible

trees and that horrible stream. Horrible! I grew up

here, you know? It was horrible.’

‘It’s not horrible, it’s wonderful!’ Bobby said.

The man ignored him and just kept

speaking.

‘I’m so rich I could buy all of it right

now. This very minute! Maybe I will! Maybe

I have! Because money is best!’

The man laughed again, folded up the map, and

got back into his car. The window

in the car door slipped

down and he leaned his

face out of it.

‘I’m so rich I can do

anything, and anything I

do is always best because

I’m so rich!’
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The car drove off and the trucks and bulldozers

followed on behind.

‘Well, I hope we never see him again,’ Noel said.

The school bus arrived and Bobby climbed

aboard.

‘Step on in, Bobby Dean!’ said Legin, the driver.

‘Your mates have saved you a seat at the back!’

Bobby thought about the horrible rich man, but

then he saw his friends waving to him from the

back of the bus.
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‘It’s Easter term so time to learn!’ Legin said. ‘But

on the way let the music play!’

He cranked up the tunes and the bus set off with

a jolt.

‘It’s the boy with the golden chords!’ shouted

Doug as Bobby sat down.

‘Where’s Dash?’ Bobby

asked, seeing that the

fastest girl in the school

wasn’t on the bus.

‘Missed the bus on

our first day back!’

laughed Polo.

Tink held her nose.

‘Means I’m stuck with all you stinky boys!’ she

said.

As the bus made its way to school, the gang

talked about Christmas, what they’d done, and all

the gifts they’d received. Polo had a new bike, Tink

a telescope, and Doug a brand-new puppy called

Star.
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