















Planning & Planting Your Dwarf Fruit Orchard



by The Editors of Garden Way Publishing





Introduction



You’ve seen those four-color advertisements of dwarf fruit trees, and you’ve been wary. Do those little trees really produce big fruits and in surprisingly large amounts? Don’t they require a lot of knowledge and care to keep them free of pests and disease? Could I raise them?


Yes, you can get fruit, good fruit, from these little trees, and in a surprisingly short time. There’s nothing complicated about their care. Anyone can learn it and quickly.


Growing tree fruits on your home grounds can be both challenging and fun. Probably the outstanding advantages of growing your own fruit are the special enjoyment of having delicious fruits at their very best, but the harvest from dwarf fruit trees is far more than the delicious fruits. You will also have the satisfaction of growing the trees, their beauty in the spring, and the easy but engrossing task of caring for a small orchard.


To help the home orchardist get started in cultivating dwarf fruit trees, Storey/Garden Way Publishing has collected the basic information required for planning and managing a dwarf fruit orchard. This bulletin will tell you how to plan the orchard and what to do when you’re ready to pick up your shovel. The companion bulletin, Maintaining Your Dwarf Fruit Orchard (A-134), carries you through caring for your trees and harvesting the rewards.
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What Is a Dwarf Fruit Tree?



The fruits produced by dwarf trees are every bit as large and tasty as those on standard sized trees. The basic differences between standard and dwarfed trees are in their growth habits. A dwarf fruit tree grows less vigorously than a standard tree, is smaller at maturity, and begins to produce blossoms and fruits at an earlier age following planting.


Because the varieties that produce the hardiest root systems are not necessarily the kinds with the best fruit, a cultivated fruit tree is not usually grown on its own roots. The tree is composed of two parts, the root or rootstock and the scion or top variety. The root-stock determines many growth characteristics of the top, while the top variety produces the actual fruit.


Standard fruit trees are produced in nurseries on rootstocks grown from seed. The seedlings grow for a year or two and then better fruiting varieties are grafted or budded onto these little seedlings. Then in the next few years, one-year whips or two- to three-year-old trees can be sold and planted in orchards or back yards. The trouble is that standard trees, especially apples, grow large and require extensive space which is available in commercial orchards, but not in most home gardeners’ plots.
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