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				“There’s so much joy to be
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				had in playing with clothes.”
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				INTRODUCTION

			

		

		
			
				Writing in Better Homes & Gardens magazine, cultural critic Lou Stoppard describes Harry Styles as “… teddy bears on your teenage bed, perfect handwriting on thank you cards, picked flowers on Sunday morning, puppies running on fresh-cut grass, Grandma’s favourite homemade cake.” In short, the pop star is pure uncomplicated joy, and in a world that is often all too complicated, that is both a breath of fresh air and a soothing balm. 

				What Styles wears is as much part of the joy factor as his boyish grin, swoonsome hair or “treat people with kindness” motto. He’s even used the word himself to describe how he feels about fashion. “There’s so much joy to be had in playing with clothes,” he said in 2020. “I’ve never really thought too much about what it means – it just becomes this extended part of creating something.”

				When it comes to fashion, the aptly-named Styles has followed his creative instincts towards outfits like a sequined jumpsuit, worn to perform at Coachella in 2022 or a sparkly baseball uniform worn in homage to Elton John for Halloween in 2018. Styles seems to get a thrill out of every look – there’s something endearingly childlike in his wonder at the way clothes can make us look and feel. 

				It’s a feeling that’s infectious. Just look at the fantastical outfits seen on fans at Styles’s gigs and the way that trends or items he’s endorsed have found their way into millions of wardrobes. The Styles effect has given new lustre to the 
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				INTRODUCTION

			

		

		
			
				OVERLEAF Glitter, sparkles, pastels and bows … it all added up to a swoonsome outfit in which to play Copenhagen in 2018.

			

		

		
			
				humble pearl. Once the preserve of ladies who lunch, pearls are now worn by twentysomethings of all genders. Or look to statement suits – no longer unusual, they’ve been taken up by non-celebrity men for special occasions beyond the red carpet without raising too many eyebrows. Then there’s nail varnish. Styles’s penchant for many-hued fingertips goes back to his days in One Direction and these days the idea that it should be taboo for a man to wear colour on his fingernails (a ridiculously outdated notion, admittedly) has all but vanished – partly thanks to him. 

				This book accompanies Styles on his sartorial journey. It follows him from his beginnings as something of an indie kid to his boy band years dressed in blazers and hairbands. There’s his break-out move to become the twenty-first century answer to rock and roll heroes like Mick Jagger, Prince, David Bowie and Marc Bolan. And you’ll see him maturing into his own unique look with the help of stylist Harry Lambert and designers Alessandro Michele, Harris Reed and SS Daley. It’s both a nostalgic trip down memory lane (The X Factor! That Jack Wills hoodie!) and a way to reflect on how Styles, in the thirteen years since he walked onto that stage to say hi to Simon Cowell, has changed many of our lives, and our style, forever. He continues to bring joy not just to our hearts but to the very act of getting dressed. Long may he reign.
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				THE EARLY YEARS

			

		

		
			
				Harry Styles always liked clothes. “As a kid I definitely liked fancy dress,” he told Vogue in 2020, revealing that he first wore tights in a school play, in which he’d been cast as Barney, a church mouse. “I remember it was crazy to me that I was wearing a pair of tights,” he said. “And that was maybe where it all kicked off!”

				There’s a picture of Styles as a young child that’s often circulated by fans. He might be around six years old – wearing a bra, strapped on over a football shirt. Sure, he’s larking around – a little kid who’s put on, as a joke, what is probably his mum’s bra – but the pose, the grin, the odd combination of football and underwear spells something we now all recognize: Styles’s love of clothes and the reactions they can garner.

				It wasn’t all about clothes as a way to stand out. His sister Gemma has described how her brother took a job at a bakery to fund his fashion addiction. The siblings both loved the skinny jeans, skater trainers and studded belts that dominated the late noughties – the one he’s seen wearing in early paparazzi images. This teenage Styles likes fashion, but he doesn’t understand it yet. That’s why he wears skater jeans with a pink polo shirt, or a creased shirt with a vest. It’s why – even after he’s joined One Direction – he is happy to 

			

		

		
			
				In the beginning...

			

		

		
			
				Cardigan, polo shirt, skater jeans, hightops … and a carrier bag. Styles’s teenage style in 2010. Cher Lloyd and Zayn Malik are clearly not impressed. 
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				“It began with White Eskimo … See a perfectly dishevelled school uniform and the nascent stylings of his signature, swoon-worthy feature – that hair.”
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					THE EARLY YEARS

			

		

		
			
				be photographed with that telltale sign of the non-famous: a carrier bag.

				Born in 1994 in Redditch – a town whose previous claim to fame was its contribution to the fishing tackle industry – Styles was largely brought up by his mum, Anne Twist, with his older sister Gemma (now an eyewear designer), living in a small village nearby. While his initial ambition was to become a physiotherapist and he took that part-time job as a baker at fourteen, stardom and style icon status soon beckoned. 

				The “aw” factor was there from the start. You can see it for yourself if you google “Harry Styles as a child”. There he is wearing a Goofy sweatshirt; a smart waistcoat; a rather retro green shirt accessorized with a yellow tie. There’s even a sweet shot of him at school, featuring short sandy hair and his trademark dimples. All have seen fans lose their minds and Styles lament that he doesn’t have any childhood pictures that aren’t now online.

				His journey as we know it began with White Eskimo – a band with a slightly questionable name that he joined as a teenager, in 2009. Styles was the frontman and if live footage on YouTube is anything to go by, his outfits reflected his star quality – and the era. See a perfectly dishevelled school uniform, a blazer with the sleeves rolled up and the nascent stylings of his signature, swoon-worthy feature – that hair. 
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				THE EARLY YEARS

			

		

		
			
				When Harry Styles auditioned for The X Factor in 2010, he was accompanied by a squad of family members who all wore T-shirts proclaiming “we think Harry has the X Factor”. It turns out, 13 years later, that they were quite right. 

				The Styles first seen on The X Factor was very different to the one we know today. We can see that in the boyish grin and wide-eyed expression – and in what he wore. 16-year-old Styles’s attire embodied the dominant “bedroom indie” aesthetic of the era. He often wore cardigans, nondescript jumpers, skinny jeans and one of those even skinnier scarves that you had to tie around your neck lots of times. 

				Of course, we all know the rest of the story here. Post-audition, Styles made it through to bootcamp as a solo act but no further. Instead, he was paired with Niall Horan, Liam Payne, Louis Tomlinson, and Zayn Malik to form One Direction. Even when stardom struck, Styles – like his band members – remained a pretty regular teenage boy in lots of ways, especially when it came to his clothes. He tucked his scarf under his shirt, he wore what looked like his mum’s jacket to a photocall, he carried a half-eaten banana as an accessory. This was an era of style experimentation, but one still without the polish of full-on pop stardom.

			

		

		
			
				With jeans tucked into boots, and a very sensible jumper, not to mention a banana, X Factor-era Styles is cute – if not a style icon quite yet.

			

		

		
			
				Knits, knits and more knits
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					THE EARLY YEARS

			

		

		
			
				While the group didn’t win the series, they did win a lot of hearts, especially Styles. This was in part thanks to his cute-as-a-button looks, but his wardrobe has to be credited too. On the show, the five boys are seen crooning to a perpetually unimpressed Simon Cowell. As, increasingly, they are styled to mirror each other, Styles manages to stand out just a little bit each time – whether it’s because he’s wearing his trainers too-loose on his feet, or adding a jacket when the rest of the band are in hoodies. For the band’s final performance on the show, singing Elton John’s “Your Song”, he’s even been styled in an outfit that echoes the one he wore pre-1D: chunky grey knitwear accessorized with one of those extra-long scarves. 

				His wardrobe endears him to fans, even if it doesn’t make him a style icon quite yet. This is partly because it’s exactly what a sixteen-year-old kid in 2010 should be wearing – hoodies, cardigans, trainers and slightly oversized jeans. There are even items that show he’s still something of a kid – a knitted hat decorated with a cat’s face, its straps resembling paws. We’re sorry, Harry: nothing can be forgotten on the internet. 

			

		

		
			
				Liam Payne, seen in the background here, might not be on board with Styles’s cat hat, but fans thought it was purrfect.
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				THE EARLY YEARS

			

		

		
			
				There are, nevertheless, some infamous outfits from this early Styles era that suggest the teenager is moving into anything but average territory. See a street snap of him in a onesie, accessorized with a pair of high-top trainers and an “and what?” expression. It might seem like just youthful experimentation but it shows something shifting – because, well, most 16-year-olds didn’t wear onesies in public at this point in time. Just look at Styles’s band mates, who conformed to a more typical dress code (jeans, T-shirt and a sweep of hair) that teenagers clung to for fear of standing out. Notably, Styles has remained a loyal fan of the all-in-one – since he’s gone solo, the jumpsuit has become a key element of his stage wardrobe.

				Speaking to the Guardian in 2019, Styles said the most striking thing about his time on The X Factor was that “it’s so instant. The day before, you’ve never been on telly. Then suddenly …” His clothes from the time reflect this. They are a work in progress, a mix and even – ever so sweetly – something of a mess. But, crucially, there’s promise there. Promise – and also all-in-ones.

			

		

OEBPS/image/71.png





OEBPS/image/63.png





OEBPS/image/37.png





OEBPS/image/20.png





OEBPS/font/FreightTextProSemibold-Regular.otf


OEBPS/image/8.png





OEBPS/image/29.png





OEBPS/image/55.png





OEBPS/image/shutterstock_editorial_1254907b.jpg





OEBPS/image/88.png





OEBPS/image/T7Y22R.jpg
?






OEBPS/image/19.png





OEBPS/image/107.png





OEBPS/image/27.png





OEBPS/image/14.png





OEBPS/image/6.png





OEBPS/font/AntiqueOli-Bol.otf


OEBPS/image/91.png





OEBPS/image/12.png





OEBPS/image/61.png





OEBPS/image/86.png





OEBPS/image/30.png





OEBPS/image/148.png





OEBPS/image/43.png





OEBPS/font/FreightTextProBook-Regular.otf


OEBPS/image/25.png





OEBPS/image/92.png





OEBPS/font/Bookmania-RegularItalic.otf


OEBPS/image/85.png





OEBPS/image/83.png





OEBPS/image/4.png





OEBPS/image/42.png





OEBPS/image/111.png





OEBPS/font/NeueHaasUnicaW1G-Italic.otf


OEBPS/image/75.png





OEBPS/image/23.png





OEBPS/image/32.png





OEBPS/image/49.png





OEBPS/image/137.png





OEBPS/font/NeueHaasUnicaW1G-Regular.otf


OEBPS/image/15.png





OEBPS/image/115.png





OEBPS/image/81.png





OEBPS/image/102.png





OEBPS/image/shutterstock_editorial_1233317ae.png





OEBPS/font/FreightTextProSemibold-Italic.otf


OEBPS/image/94.png





OEBPS/image/34.png





OEBPS/font/Bookmania-SemiboldItalic.otf


OEBPS/image/21.png
I\





OEBPS/image/64.png





OEBPS/image/100.png





OEBPS/image/113.png





OEBPS/image/109.png





OEBPS/image/17.png





OEBPS/image/11.png





OEBPS/image/38.png





OEBPS/image/62.png





OEBPS/image/108.png





OEBPS/image/28.png





OEBPS/image/124.png





OEBPS/image/72.png





OEBPS/image/36.png





OEBPS/image/7.png





OEBPS/image/60.png





OEBPS/image/44.png





OEBPS/image/87.png





OEBPS/image/106.png





OEBPS/image/31.png





OEBPS/image/149.png





OEBPS/font/Bookmania-Regular.otf


OEBPS/image/56.png





OEBPS/image/26.png





OEBPS/image/99.png





OEBPS/image/13.png





OEBPS/image/118.png





OEBPS/image/5.png





OEBPS/image/16.png





OEBPS/image/41.png





OEBPS/image/59.png





OEBPS/image/84.png





OEBPS/image/24.png





OEBPS/image/112.png





OEBPS/image/76.png





OEBPS/image/33.png





OEBPS/image/GettyImages-104709993.jpg





OEBPS/image/93.png





OEBPS/font/Bookmania-Light.otf


OEBPS/image/50.png





OEBPS/font/AntiqueOli-Med.otf


OEBPS/image/35.png





OEBPS/image/101.png





OEBPS/image/22.png





OEBPS/image/18.png





OEBPS/font/FreightTextProBook-Italic.otf


OEBPS/image/114.png





OEBPS/image/82.png





