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Chapter 1


July 16 – Take-off


Apollo 11 Transmission



LAUNCH CONTROL: This is Apollo Saturn Launch 
Control. We’ve passed the six-minute mark on our 
countdown for Apollo 11, the flight to land the first men 
on the Moon. We are on time. Good luck and Godspeed.



ARMSTRONG: Thank you very much.
We know it’s going to be a good flight.



LAUNCH CONTROL: Four minutes and counting.
We are go for Apollo 11 – T-minus sixty seconds 
and counting.
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ARMSTRONG: It’s been a real smooth countdown.



LAUNCH CONTROL: ... 10 ... 9 ... Ignition sequence 
started ... 6 ... 5 ... 4 ... 3 ... 2 ...1 ... 0 ... All engines running.
Lift-off. We have a lift-off.
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Ever since Neil Armstrong’s father had first taken him up
in a plane when he was six years old, he had known that
he wanted to fly. But being commander of the first
manned mission to the Moon was beyond even
his wildest dreams. He could hardly believe it even now,
as he sat squashed in the tiny command module of
the Saturn V with his fellow astronauts. Lunar Module Pilot
Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin and Command Module Pilot
Michael Collins were busy preparing for launch.
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The whole world was watching, waiting to see the historic
moment when man would land on the Moon. Neil just
hoped everything went to plan. Tension began to build as
the importance of what they were about to do sank in.


“Ready?” Buzz turned to the others as the countdown
ticked down.


“Ready as I’ll ever be,” Neil replied, his sombre face not
giving away how nervous he was feeling.


Suddenly a deep, deafening rumble filled the cabin.



Saturn V began to rattle and shake as the thrusters fired
up underneath them. The main engines had ignited.









