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Introduction


Words empower people to take action, whether it is to galvanize society behind a political movement, to inspire people to fight for their freedom or to raise awareness of injustice and inequality. Throughout history, as well as in the contemporary world, significant and notable figures – be they admired or infamous – have deployed rhetoric to persuade people to join their cause.


Have you ever wondered how Alexander the Great sought to rouse his soldiers to join him in one final campaign, or thought about the words Elizabeth I might have used to rally the people of England behind her in the face of foreign invasion, or what Martin Luther King, Jr’s last great speech was before his tragic assassination? Great Speeches in Minutes provides the answers and background to these questions, and many more. It presents 200 of the most epic and influential addresses ever given, delivered by speakers originating from every inhabited continent in the world.
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The book is arranged chronologically as ten chapters, each with a focus on a different period in history. Beginning in the ancient world, the speeches span the centuries to the present day. Broad in their content, they cover a diverse range of subjects, from Buddha’s first recorded sermon to Oprah Winfrey’s optimism for a brighter future for the young girls of today. To help you find the speech you are looking for, three appendices list the entries by key lines alphabetically by speaker, and thematically. This means that you will be able to locate precisely the figure, rhetorical flourish or cause that is most important to you.


Each of the 200 entries in this book features a key extract from the speech in question, highlighting important and noteworthy sections of it. Alongside this is a succinct explanation of the historical, social and political context of the speech, including biographical information about the person who made it, as well as the impact his or her words had on those listening. Whether you want to master the art of rhetoric yourself or understand how great leaders and campaigners have held audiences spellbound before them, Great Speeches in Minutes is the perfect book.
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Buddha


the FIrst sermon


siddhartha realized how humans could attain nirvana – freedom from the cycle of death and rebirth. It was through this enlightenment that he became the Buddha (Awakened One). Buddha gave his first recorded sermon at the deer park in the city of Sarnath, in northern India. In it, he set out the foundations of his philosophy, among them the Noble Eightfold Path towards achieving nirvana. For the rest of his life, he travelled the land teaching and gaining disciples and his followers formed communities of Buddhist monks, called bhikkhus. Buddhism spread across the Indian subcontinent and went on to become a major influence on religions such as Confucianism and Shintoism.
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-rtha Gautama (c. sixth–fourth century bce) was born in the northeast of the Indian subcontinent, possibly in Lumbini in Nepal. The son of a local ruler, he enjoyed a luxurious lifestyle sheltered from the harsh realities of existence until, at the age of 29, he looked outside his palace walls and realized death and sickness were part of life. He renounced his privilege and lived as an ascetic. Six years into his new life, after meditating for


49 days, Siddha
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“


Now this, oh Bhikkhus, is the noble


truth concerning the way that


leads to the destruction of sorrow.


Verily! It is this noble eightfold


path, which is to say: right views,


right aspirations, right speech,


right conduct, right livelihood,


right effort, right mindfulness


and right contemplation.


”


Sarnath, India, c. 5th century BCE
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Pericles


FunerAl orAtIon


In 431 bce, a war for dominance of Greece broke out between the Athenian Delian League and the Spartan Peloponnesian League. The Athenian leader was Pericles (c. 495–429 bce), who had ruled the city since 461 bce, rising to power as part of the democratic faction that stood in opposition to the aristocracy. After war broke out, Sparta and its allies invaded the countryside around Athens, forcing the Athenians to withdraw behind their walls. Some Athenians turned against Pericles, blaming him for the war and criticizing his refusal to engage the Spartans in open battle. As the first year of conflict ended, Athens held its annual public funeral for those who had died in conflict, and Pericles delivered the oration. He appealed to the people to remember the glory of their city, and praised the patriotic valour of those who had died in its defence. Although Pericles still enjoyed popular support, his political enemies removed him from power the year after his oration. In 429 bce he regained his preeminent position but fell victim to a plague epidemic that was ravaging Athens at the time.


10 the AncIent World









[image: image]





“For this offering of their lives, made in common by them all, they each of them individually received that renown that never grows old, and for a sepulchre, not so much that in which their bones have been deposited, but that noblest of shrines wherein their glory is laid up to be eternally remembered upon every occasion on which deed or story shall call for its commemoration. For heroes have the whole earth for their tomb, and in lands far from their own, where the column with its epitaph declares it, there is enshrined in every breast a record unwritten with no tablet to preserve it, except that of the heart. These take as your model and, judging happiness to be the fruit of freedom and freedom of valour, never decline the dangers of war… For it is only the love of honour that never grows old, and honour it is, not gain, as some would have it, that rejoices the heart of age and helplessness.


…And where the rewards for merit are greatest, there are found the best citizens.”


Athens, Greece, 431 BCE
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cleon


on the PunIshment oF the mytIleneAns


Following the death of Pericles (see page 10), the nobleman Cleon (d. 422 bce) rose to lead Athens. He proposed a more active policy in the Peloponnesian War – instead of sheltering within the city walls, Athenians should aggressively attack their enemies by land and sea. In 428 bce Cleon was tested when Mytilene, a city-state on the island of Lesbos and a former Athenian ally, revolted. The Mytilenean leaders hoped to seize all Lesbos, but before they could do so, an Athenian fleet arrived and put down the revolt by 427 bce. That year, Cleon addressed the Athenian Assembly – the city’s governing body – urging members to approve his proposal to put all the male citizens of Mytilene to death and enslave its women and children. Cleon’s argument that any disloyalty to Athens should be crushed was initially accepted by the assembly but the next day, before his order could be enacted, it was rescinded. Even so, hundreds of Mytileneans were executed. Cleon continued his proactive policies but fell in battle against the Spartans in 422 bce. Peace between Athens and Sparta followed, but it would prove to be merely temporary.
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“No hope, therefore, that rhetoric may instil or money purchase, of the mercy due to human infirmity must be held out to the Mytileneans. Their offence was not involuntary, but of malice and deliberate, and mercy is only for unwilling offenders…


Do not, therefore, be traitors to yourselves, but recall as nearly as possible the moment of suffering and the supreme importance that you then attached to their reduction. And now pay them back in their turn, without yielding to present weakness or forgetting the peril that once hung over you. Punish them as they deserve, and teach your other allies by a striking example that the penalty of rebellion is death.”


Athens, Greece, 427 BCE
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Alcibiades


In suPPort oF the AthenIAn exPedItIon


many Athenians opposed the peace with Sparta that followed Cleon’s death (see page 12). Chief among them was the politician Alcibiades (c. 450–404 bce). The spark for further hostilities occurred on Sicily, where there were numerous Greek colonies. In 415 bce, news reached Athens that one of its allies was under attack from Syracuse, a city-state linked to the Spartans. In a speech to the Athenian people, Alcibiades persuaded them to approve a military expedition to Sicily, under his command. Before departing Alcibiades was accused of mutilating religious statues around Athens. Though allowed to leave for Sicily, on arrival he received orders to return home to stand trial. En route, hearing he had already been condemned to death, Alcibiades defected to Sparta. In Sicily, the Athenians were defeated after two years of fighting, losing 200 ships and thousands of soldiers. Meanwhile, Alcibiades returned to the Athenian cause, enjoying some military victories and regaining political influence. His enemies forced him into exile and in 404 bce he was murdered in the Anatolian city of Phrygia, possibly at the behest of the Spartans.
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“Men do not rest content with parrying the attacks of a superior, but often strike the first blow to prevent the attack being made. And we cannot fix the exact point at which our empire shall stop. We have reached a position in which we must not be content with retaining, but must scheme to extend it, for, if we cease to rule others, we are in danger of being ruled ourselves.


…Understand that neither youth nor old age can do anything the one without the other, but that levity, sobriety and deliberate judgment are strongest when united, and that, by sinking into inaction, the city, like everything else, will wear itself out, and its skill in everything decay, while each fresh struggle will give it fresh experience, and make it more used to defend itself not in word but in deed.”


Athens, Greece, 414 BCE
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Gorgias


encomIum oF helen


during the fifth century bce, the sophists emerged in the Hellenic world – itinerant intellectuals who, for a fee, instructed members of the public across a wide range of fields. One of the first sophists was Gorgias (c. 485–380 bce), who specialized in rhetoric and philosophy.





Born in Leontini, a Greek colony in Sicily, Gorgias was sent to Athens as an emissary in around 427 bce, winning fame as a public speaker. His signature piece of rhetoric was his encomium (or tribute) to Helen of Troy, a famed mythical beauty. In his speech, Gorgias used his linguistic skill to show that even though Helen’s adultery with Paris had led to war between the Trojans and the Greeks, she could not be blamed if the affair was the work of fate or the gods. Furthermore, he argued that if Paris had used the power of speech to persuade Helen into their dalliance, she was likewise above reproach. Gorgias stayed in Greece until his death, reportedly nearing 100 years in age, travelling across the land instructing students and giving demonstrations.
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“For it is the nature of things, not for the strong to be hindered by the weak, but for the weaker to be ruled and drawn by the stronger, and for the stronger to lead and the weaker to follow. God is a stronger force than man in might and in wit and in other ways. If, then, one must place blame on Fate and on a god, one must free Helen from disgrace.


…The effect of speech upon the condition of the soul is comparable to the power of drugs over the nature of bodies. For just as different drugs dispel different secretions from the body, and some bring an end to disease and others to life, so also in the case of speeches, some distress, others delight, some cause fear, others make the hearers bold and some drug and bewitch the soul with a kind of evil persuasion.”


Athens, Greece, 427 BCE
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lysias


AGAInst erAtosthenes


rhetoric was so valued in ancient Greece that professional speech writers were commonplace. They included Lysias (c.


445–380 bce), who was born in Syracuse but settled in Athens in 412 bce. When Athens was defeated in the Peloponnesian War in 404 bce, the Thirty Tyrants rose to power. This group of oligarchs seized foreign residents and subjected political opponents to violent reprisal. Lysias fled the city, while his brother Polemarchus was arrested and forced to commit suicide by drinking hemlock. When democracy was restored in 403 bce, Lysias returned to Athens and resumed his career as a speech writer. His most famous piece was an address against Eratosthenes, one of the Thirty Tyrants, accusing him of Polemarchus’s murder. Lysias also claimed that the tyrants had arrested people not because they were any kind of threat to Athens, but because they wanted to seize Athenian property. The outcome of Lysias’s speech and the fate of Eratosthenes are unknown. Lysias continued to live in Athens until his death in around 380 bce, supporting himself by writing speeches for law courts.
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“The crimes of Eratosthenes are not only too atrocious to describe, but too many to enumerate.


No exaggeration can exceed, and within the time assigned for this discourse it is impossible fully to represent them.


…Recall the cruel indignities that you suffered – how you were dragged from the tribunal and the altars, how no place, however sacred, could shelter you against their violence. Others, torn from their wives, their children, their parents, after putting an end to their miserable lives, were deprived of funeral rites.


For these tyrants imagined their government so firmly established that even the vengeance of the gods was unable to shake it.”


Athens, Greece, 403 BCE
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socrates


Comments On His Sentence


ounding figure of Western philosophy, the Athenian Socrates (c. 470–399 bce) sought to answer the great questions of human existence, such as ‘what is justice?’, through debate and discussion. This Socratic method of examining hypotheses through critical argument and dialogue has become a mainstay of philosophical enquiry. Although none of Socrates’s writings survive, his teachings were recorded by his students and followers, notably the great philosopher Plato. Socrates challenged the traditional mores of Athenian society, even critiquing democracy. In 399 bce, he was tried for corrupting the minds of the youth of Athens, and for not believing in the city’s gods. Instead of fleeing into exile, Socrates faced the charges. The jury found him guilty and sentenced him to death by drinking hemlock. Plato’s account of the trial recorded Socrates’s speech of defence and his address after his sentencing. Socrates’s friends urged him to try and escape, but determined to obey the laws of Athens, he stayed and willingly drank the fatal poison.
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“


Wherefore, O judges, be of good cheer about death, and know this of a truth – that no evil can happen to a good man, either in life or after death… I am not angry with my accusers, or my condemners. They have done me no harm, although neither of them meant to do me any good.


…The hour of departure has arrived, and we go our ways – I to die, and you to live. Which is better


God only knows.


”


Athens, Greece, 399 BCE
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Isocrates


ON THE UNION OF GREECE TO RESIST PERSIA


the Persian Empire had twice invaded Greece during the first half of the fifth century bce, but failed to conquer it.


Persia continued to be involved in Greek affairs, such as during the Corinthian War (395–387 bce), when it supported Athens and the other city-states attempting to prevent Sparta expanding its power. Just as it appeared Athens might triumph, Persia switched sides. The Persians then enforced a peace that gave them control of Cyprus and western Anatolia. For many Athenians, including Isocrates (436–338 bce), such foreign interference in Greece was unacceptable. Born into a wealthy family that had made its fortune during the Peloponnesian


War, Isocrates worked as a professional speech writer and opened a school of rhetoric. In 380 bce, he urged the union of Greek city-states to keep the peace amongst them and to combat Persian hegemony. His Panhellenist dreams were never fulfilled. In 338 bce, after the Kingdom of Macedon established dominance over much of Greece, Isocrates, wracked by despair, committed suicide by starving himself to death.
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“For it is neither possible to enjoy a secure peace, unless we make war in concert against the foreign enemy, nor for the Greeks to be of one mind, until we consider both our advantages to come from one another, and our dangers to be against the same people.


…For who, either of those able to write poetry, or of those who understand how to speak, will not labour and study, wishing to leave behind him a memorial for all ages, at the same time of his own and of their valour?”


Athens, Greece, 380 BCE
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demosthenes


the thIrd PhIlIPPIc


Athenian statesman Demosthenes (384–322 bce) honed his skill as an orator by practising in his underground study, shaving half his head so he could not leave. He overcame a speech impediment by speaking with a mouth full of pebbles. By his 30s, he was an influential voice in Athenian politics. During the mid-fourth century bce, the northern Greek kingdom of Macedon began to eclipse Athens. A strident opponent of its expansion, Demosthenes publicly denounced the imperialist ambitions of the Macedonian king, Philip II, and demanded Athens oppose him. In 341 bce, he delivered the third of his Philippics against him. Demosthenes’s rhetoric was is vain; in 338 bce Philip destroyed an Athenian-led coalition at the Battle of Chaeronea, giving Macedon dominance of Greece. This continued under Philip’s successor Alexander the Great. Undeterred, Demosthenes continued to argue for Athenian independence until 322 bce, when pressure from its Macedonian overlords forced civic authorities to condemn him to death. Before the sentence could be carried out, Demosthenes committed suicide by taking poison.
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“As long as the vessel is safe, whether it be great or small, the mariner, the pilot, every man in turn should exert himself, and prevent its being overturned either by accident or design. But when the sea hath rolled over it, their efforts are vain. And we likewise, O Athenians, while we are safe, with a magnificent city, plentiful resources, lofty reputation – what must we do? Many of you, I dare say, have been longing to ask. Well then, I will tell you. I will move a resolution, pass it, if you please… let us prepare for our own defence, provide ourselves, I mean, with ships, money and troops – for surely, though all other people consent to be slaves, we at least ought to struggle for freedom.”


Athens, Greece, 341 BCE
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Aeschines


AGAINST CTESIPHON


demosthenes’s greatest opponent in Athens was Aeschines (389–314 bce). He came from a humble background and, before entering politics, had worked as an actor and served in the army. At first Aeschines had opposed Philip II’s expansionist policies (see page 24), but he came to realize that some kind of settlement with Macedon was inevitable. This led to a long and bitter feud between Demosthenes and Aeschines. When a minor Athenian politician called Ctesiphon proposed that Demosthenes be given a golden crown in honour of his service to the city-state, Aeschines brought a legal suit against him.


In the trial, held in 330 bce, Aeschines questioned Ctesiphon’s morals and argued the offer of the crown was unlawful. Although Aeschines’s speech contained many valid legal points, he was undone by a brilliant rebuttal from Demosthenes that took advantage of anti-Macedonian sentiment in Athens. Aeschines duly lost the case and went into a voluntary exile in Rhodes, where he opened a school of rhetoric. He died on the island of Samos, outliving his rival Demosthenes by eight years.
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“He who is insensible to that natural affection that should engage his heart to those who are most intimate and near to him can never feel a greater regard to your welfare than to that of strangers. He who acts wickedly in private life cannot prove excellent in his public conduct. He who is base at home can never acquit himself with honour when sent to a strange country in a public character. For it is not the man but the scene that changes.


…It will be your part, Athenians, to put an end to this frequency of public honours, these precipitate grants of crowns, else they who obtain them will owe you no acknowledgement, nor shall the state receive the least advantage. For you never can make bad men better, and those of real merit must be cast into the utmost dejection.”


Athens, Greece, 330 BCE
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Alexander the Great


AT HYDASPES RIVER


In 336 bce, Alexander (356–323 bce) became King of Macedon, which his father Philip II had made the dominant power in Greece. Alexander outdid this achievement by conquering the Persian Empire, which he invaded in 334 bce – despite often being outnumbered, Alexander never lost a battle. After taking Egypt in 332 bce, he marched into Mesopotamia and within two years had overthrown the Persian emperor. In 326


bce, Alexander turned his focus to the Indian subcontinent, advancing into the Indus Valley. After a hard-fought victory over a local king on the banks of the Hydaspes River, Alexander’s army, exhausted and homesick, refused to go on. Alexander urged his men to match his ambition for glory, but he was unable to persuade them; the Macedonian army went no further east. Even so, Alexander had created a great empire, stretching from Greece to northwestern India. He did not rule it for long; in 323 bce Alexander the Great died in Babylon – he was just 32 years old. His empire died with him, quickly descending into civil war and fragmenting.
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“


O Macedonians and Grecian allies, stand firm! Glorious are the deeds of those who undergo labour and run the risk of danger.


It is delightful to live a life of valour and to die leaving behind immortal glory.


Hydaspes River, modern-day Pakistan, 326 BCE


”
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PUBLIUS CORNELIUS SCIPIO


BeFore the BAttle oF tIcInus


As the Roman Republic expanded from a small city-state to become a major power in the Mediterranean, its chief rival was the Carthaginian Empire, which ruled much of coastal North Africa and Iberia. In the First Punic War (264–241 bce), Rome had defeated Carthage to gain Sicily, and then seized Corsica and Sardinia from them. Determined to take revenge, in 218 bce the Carthaginian general Hannibal advanced into Italy. The invasion caught Roman authorities by surprise. Scipio (d. 211 bce), the current consul (the senior elected office in the Roman Republic), was sent to defeat Hannibal. The two armies met on the banks of the Ticinus River, in northern Italy. Scipio appealed to his men to defend their homes against the foreign invaders, but was then caught out when Hannibal launched a cavalry charge while he was trying to organize his army. This left Scipio surrounded and he was only saved from death by his teenage son, later to win fame as Scipio Africanus (see page 34). Scipio the elder, who had been seriously wounded, retreated. The next year he was killed fighting Carthaginian forces in Spain.
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“No, they are only semblances or rather ghosts of men, worn out with starvation, cold, filth and squalour, bruised and enfeebled amongst the rocks and precipices, and, what is more, their limbs are frostbitten, their thews and sinews cramped with cold, their frames shrunk and shrivelled with frost, their weapons battered and shivered, their horses lame and out of condition. This is the cavalry, this the infantry with whom you are going to fight. You will not have an enemy but only the last vestiges of an enemy to meet. My only fear is that when you have fought, it will appear to be the Alps that have conquered Hannibal. But perhaps it was right that it should be so, and that the gods, without any human aid, should begin and all but finish this war with a people and their general who have broken treaties, and that to us, who next to the gods have been sinned against, it should be left to complete what they began.


…There is no second army at our back to oppose the enemy if we fail to win, there are no more Alps to delay his advance while a fresh army can be raised for defence. Here it is, soldiers, that we have to resist, just as though we were fighting before the walls of Rome. Every one of you must remember that he is using his arms to protect not himself only, but also his wife and little children. Nor must his anxiety be confined to his home, he must realize, too, that the senate and people of Rome are watching our exploits today. What our strength and courage are now here, such will be the fortune of our city yonder and of the empire of Rome.”


Ticinus River, Italy, November 218 BCE
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hannibal Barca


BEFORE THE BATTLE OF THE TREBIA


the son of a Carthaginian general, Hannibal (247–c. 181 bce) devoted his career to defeating Rome. In 218 bce, he daringly marched an army from Spain into Italy via the Alps, beginning the Second Punic War. After his victory at the Battle of Ticinus, Hannibal faced a Roman army led by the consul Tiberius Sempronius Longus on the banks of the Trebia River. Having promised his men fortune and reminding them of the righteousness of their cause, Hannibal goaded Sempronius into a frontal assault. It was a trap: the general sent in reserves that included war elephants, cutting down the Roman army. Thanks to his brilliance, Hannibal enjoyed further triumphs at Lake Trasimene (217 bce) and Cannae (216 bce). Facing defeat, Rome adopted a new strategy of refusing to engage Hannibal in pitched battle. He became isolated, finding it difficult to gain supplies, and in 203 bce was recalled to Carthage to fight off a Roman attack. He was defeated, and Carthage lost the Second Punic War. Exiled, Hannibal entered the service of rulers in the Middle East, and in around 183 bce committed suicide when he learned he was on the verge of being handed over to Rome.
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“Now the hour has come for you to enter upon rich and lucrative campaigns and to earn rewards that are worth the earning, after your long march over all those mountains and rivers, and through all those nations in arms. Here fortune has vouchsafed an end to your toils, here she will vouchsafe a reward worthy of all your past services.


…Wherever I turn my eyes I see nothing but courage and strength, a veteran infantry, a cavalry, regular and irregular alike, drawn from the noblest tribes, you, our most faithful and brave allies, you, Carthaginians, who are going to fight for your country, inspired by a most righteous indignation. We are taking the aggressive, we are descending in hostile array into Italy, prepared to fight more bravely and more fearlessly than our foe because he who attacks is animated by stronger hopes and greater courage than he who meets the attack.”


Trebia River, Italy, December 218 BCE
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Scipio Africanus


TO HIS MUTINOUS TROOPS


the man who vanquished Hannibal was Publius Cornelius Scipio (236–183 bce), whose father (and namesake) had died fighting the Carthaginians in Spain. When Rome sent reinforcements to Spain in 210 bce, Scipio volunteered to lead them. Given the command, he proved a brilliant and innovative general. In 206 bce, Scipio fell ill. Hearing rumours their commander was on the verge of death, a Roman army of 8,000 camped at Sucro mutinied over arrears of pay. The seriousness of Scipio’s condition had been exaggerated – he led an army to Sucro and surrounded the mutineers. Publicly upbraiding them, he beheaded the ringleaders, before completing his conquest of Spain. Scipio returned to Rome in triumph and was elected consul in 205 bce. He invaded Carthage and, in 202 bce, defeated Hannibal at the Battle of Zama, winning the Second Punic War for Rome. In honour of his achievement, he was rewarded with an additional surname, Africanus. Despite his successes, Africanus’s rivals levelled baseless accusations of corruption against him – in disgust, he retired from political life to his country estate, where he died.
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“Words and ideas alike fail me; I do not even know by what title I am to address you. Am I to call you Roman citizens – you who have revolted against your country? Can I call you soldiers when you have renounced the authority and auspices of your general, and broken the solemn obligations of your military oath?


Your appearance, your features, your dress, your demeanour I recognize as those of my fellow countrymen, but I see that your actions, your language, your designs, your spirit and temper are those of your country’s foes.


…There is no doubt about it, soldiers, you were seized with madness. The bodily illness from which I suffered was not one whit more severe than the mental malady that overtook you. I shrink with horror from dwelling upon the credit men gave to rumours, the hopes they entertained, the ambitious schemes they formed. Let all be forgotten, if possible, or if not that, let silence at least draw a veil over all. I admit that my words have appeared stern and unfeeling to you, but how much more unfeeling, think you, has your conduct been than anything I have said? You imagine that it is right and proper for me to tolerate your actions, and yet you have not patience to hear them mentioned. Bad as they are however, I will not reproach you with them any longer. I only wish you may forget them as easily as I shall. As for the army as a body, if you sincerely repent of your wrongdoing you give me satisfaction enough and more than enough.”


Sucro, Spain, 206 BCE
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cato the elder


In suPPort oF the oPPIAn lAW


In 215 bce, the year after Hannibal annihilated a Roman army at Cannae, a politician called Gaius Oppius passed a new law.


His lex oppia regulated conspicuous consumption by women.


They were forbidden from owning more than half an ounce of gold, wearing multicoloured clothes and travelling on animal-driven vehicles in and around cities and towns. This, and other sumptuary laws, aimed to limit extravagant spending so Rome could concentrate on defeating Carthage. In 195 bce, six years after Rome had triumphed, there were proposals to abolish the lex oppia. These were opposed by the consul Cato (234–149 bce), a commoner who had risen to high office through his ability as an orator and uncompromising morals. In his speech, Cato argued that the law was necessary to control the female desire to spend, as well as removing the stigma of wearing plain clothes since everyone had to dress modestly. Despite Cato’s speech, the law was successfully repealed. For the rest of his life, Cato continued to be an influential and traditionalist figure, railing against the foreign ostentations he saw creeping into Roman society.
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“That what is permitted to another should be forbidden to you may naturally create a feeling of shame or indignation, but when all are upon the same level as far as dress is concerned why should any one of you fear that you will not attract notice? The very last things to be ashamed of are thriftiness and poverty, but this law relieves you of both since you do not possess what it forbids you to possess.


…Depend upon it, as soon as a woman begins to be ashamed of what she ought not to be ashamed of, she will cease to feel shame at what she ought to be ashamed of. She who is in a position to do so will get what she wants with her own money, she who cannot do this will ask her husband. The husband is in a pitiable plight whether he yields or refuses.


In the latter case he will see another giving what he refused to give. Now they are soliciting other women’s husbands, and what is worse they are soliciting votes for the repeal of a law, and are getting them from some, against the interest of you and your property and your children.


When once the law has ceased to fix a limit to your wife’s expenses, you will never fix one. Do not imagine that things will be the same as they were before the law was made. It is safer for an evil-doer not to be prosecuted than for him to be tried and then acquitted, and luxury and extravagance would have been more tolerable had they never been interfered with than they will be now, just like wild beasts that have been irritated by their chains and then released.”


Rome, Italy, 195 BCE
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Gaius memmius


on A corruPt olIGArchy


during the second and first centuries bce, there was rising social and political conflict within the Roman Republic between the commoners, known as the plebeians, and the aristocratic patrician class who dominated the Roman Senate. Representing the interests of the masses were officials called the tribunes of the plebs, who had the power to veto legislation they believed to be detrimental to the interests of the people. Gaius Memmius (d. 100 bce) was elected tribune in 111 bce. At the time, Rome was involved in a succession dispute in Numidia, an allied kingdom in North Africa. One of the claimants to the throne, Jugurtha, had sacked his rival’s capital, killing several Roman citizens. Despite this, Jugurtha’s supporters in Rome, including many senators and senior officials who he had bribed, continued to back him. For Memmius this was a brazen betrayal and he demanded the senate take action. Buoyed by his words and strong public support, Rome declared war, defeating Jugurtha by 106 bce. Memmius went on to run for consul in 100 bce, but was killed in violent rioting instigated by a political rival.
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“The senate’s dignity has been prostituted to a ruthless enemy, your sovereignty has been betrayed, your country has been offered for sale at home and abroad. Unless cognisance is taken of these outrages, unless the guilty are punished, what will remain except to pass our lives in submission to those who are guilty of these acts?


For to do with impunity whatever one fancies is to be king. I am not urging you, Romans, to rejoice rather in the guilt than in the innocence of your fellow citizens, but you should not insist upon ruining the good by pardoning the wicked. Moreover, in a republic, it is far better to forget a kindness than an injury. The good man merely becomes less active in well doing when you neglect him, but the bad man grows more wicked.”


Rome, Italy, c. 110 BCE
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marcus tullius cicero


FIrst cAtIlIne orAtIon


one of Rome’s greatest orators was Cicero (106–43 bce), who served as a consul in 63 bce. In winning the post, he defeated Catiline, a populist with radical plans to wipe out all debts. Near the end of Cicero’s one-year term Catiline again failed to be elected consul. Stung by this loss, he planned to seize power by burning down parts of Rome, massacring his opponents and launching uprisings across Italy. Cicero became aware of the conspiracy, but many senators did not believe the seriousness of his plot. On 8th November, Cicero made the first of four orations against Catiline, addressing the Senate and persuading its members of the danger he posed to the republic. Catiline, who was in attendance, was shamed and fled Rome to join his supporters in the provinces. He was killed in 62 bce, leading his men against republican forces. Cicero had triumphed. He was hailed as a saviour of Rome and given the title ‘Father of the Fatherland’ – the high-water mark of his political career. He went on to oppose Caesar’s imperialist polices and, in 43 bce, was proscribed a public enemy and executed.
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“When, O Catiline, do you mean to cease abusing our patience? How long is that madness of yours still to mock us?


When is there to be an end of that unbridled audacity of yours, swaggering about as it does now?


…O Catiline, be gone to your impious and nefarious war, to the great safety of the republic, to your own misfortune and injury and to the destruction of those who have joined themselves to you in every wickedness and atrocity. Then do you, O Jupiter, who were consecrated by Romulus with the same auspices as this city, whom we rightly call the stay of this city and empire, repel this man and his companions from your altars and from the other temples – from the houses and walls of the city – from the lives and fortunes of all the citizens. And overwhelm all the enemies of good men, the foes of the republic, the robbers of Italy, men bound together by a treaty and infamous alliance of crimes, dead and alive, with eternal punishments.”


Rome, Italy, 63 BCE
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Gaius Julius caesar


BeFore the BAttle oF PhArsAlus


caesar (100–44 bce) rose to power as a member of the Triumvirate, a political alliance comprised of him, Crassus and Pompey. After serving as consul in 59 bce, Caesar began a hugely successful campaign against Gallic tribes to the north – by 50 bce he had brought Gaul (most of modern-day France and Belgium) under Roman rule. Caesar’s growing influence worried conservatives in the senate, including his erstwhile ally Pompey (Crassus had died in 53 bce). When the war in Gaul ended, Caesar ignored orders to relinquish his command and crossed into Italy with his army in 49 bce. This triggered a civil war between Caesar and his opponents that spread out from Italy across the Mediterranean; in 48 bce Caesar faced Pompey at Pharsalus in Greece. Though outnumbered, Caesar inspired his men to win a victory that laid the foundations for his eventual triumph in the civil war in 45 bce. The next year Caesar was proclaimed ‘dictator in perpetuity’, giving him unprecedented powers, but just a few weeks later he was assassinated by a group of senators seeking to restore the old system of government.


42 the AncIent World









[image: image]





“Remember how you swore to each other in my presence that you would never leave the field except as conquerors.


…Before all else, in order that I may know that you are mindful of your promise to choose victory or death, throw down the walls of your camp as you go out to battle and fill up the ditch, so that we may have no place of refuge if we do not conquer, and so that the enemy may see that we have no camp and know that we are compelled to encamp in theirs.”


Pharsalus, Greece, 9th August 48 BCE
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mark Antony


FunerAl orAtIon over cAesAr


After the assassination of Julius Caesar, his leading supporter Mark Antony (c. 83–30 bce) addressed the crowds at his funeral. He reminded mourners of Caesar’s great achievements and condemned his murderers. He then joined forces with Octavian, Caesar’s great-nephew and adopted son, and another politician, called Lepidus, to form the Second Triumvirate. In 42 bce they defeated the forces of the men who had plotted to kill Caesar and established a three-man dictatorship, dividing Roman territory amongst themselves. Mark Antony oversaw the eastern provinces, which included Egypt, a client-kingdom ruled by Cleopatra, Caesar’s former lover. Despite being married to Octavian’s sister, Mark Antony began an affair with Cleopatra. This strained the already fractious triumvirate (Lepidus had been expelled in 33 bce) and led to civil war between Mark Antony and Octavian. By 30 bce, Mark Antony had been defeated. Rather than be brought to Rome in chains, he and Cleopatra committed suicide. Octavian was now sole ruler of Rome; in 27 bce, he adopted the title of Augustus, becoming the first Roman Emperor.
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“It seems to me, fellow citizens, that this deed is not the work of human beings, but of some evil spirit. It becomes us to consider the present rather than the past, since the greatest danger approaches, if it is not already here, lest we be drawn into our former civil commotions and lose whatever remains of noble birth in the city. Let us, then, conduct this sacred one to the abode of the blest, chanting over him our accustomed hymn and lamentation.


…It is not fitting, citizens, that the funeral oration of so great a man should be pronounced by me alone, but rather by his whole country. …Nobody… who found refuge with him was harmed, but he, whom you declared sacred and inviolable, was killed, although he did not extort these honours from you as a tyrant, and did not even ask for them.”


Rome, Italy, 20th March 44 BCE
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Jesus of nazareth


the sermon on the mount


Jew born in Bethlehem, Jesus (c. 4 bce–c. 33 ce) grew up in Nazareth; both places were in Judea, which became part of the Roman Empire in 6 ce. Jesus began his public ministry at around the age of 30, preaching, performing miracles and gathering disciples. His followers believed he was the Messiah – the Son of God sent to save humanity. The longest recorded continuous speech delivered by Jesus was the Sermon on the Mount, recorded in the Gospel of Matthew. This sermon encapsulated many of Jesus’s moral teachings, starting with the Beatitudes, which recounted the blessings and rewards to those who were loving, merciful, peaceful and compassionate. Jesus then told his followers how to pray, reciting the words of the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus continued his work, but faced suspicion and hostility from Jewish religious leaders and the Roman authorities. In Jerusalem, he was betrayed to the Roman governor of Judea and crucified. Christians believe that after dying on the cross, he rose again and ascended into Heaven. His teachings form the core tenets of Christianity, now the largest religion in the world.
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“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they who do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.


Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven.”


Mount of Beatitudes, modern-day Israel, c. 28 CE
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calgacus


BeFore the BAttle oF mons GrAuPIus


In 43 ce, Roman forces invaded Britain, adding much of the island to their empire. They faced fierce opposition from the local Celtic tribes, particularly the Caledonians, who lived in modern-day Scotland. In around 83 ce, the Roman governor of Britain, Gnaeus Julius Agricola, led an army north against the Caledonians, hoping to defeat them and bring their territory under imperial control. The leader of the alliance of Caledonian tribes was the chieftain Calgacus (b. 1st century ce). The two armies met at Mons Graupius in northeast Scotland. Before the battle, Calgacus is said to have warned his men of the dangers of Roman victory, reminding them that defeat would be catastrophic to their society. In all probability the speech was a work of fiction concocted by the historian Tacitus, who was Agricola’s son-in-law and had joined the campaign. However, it has become emblematic of the rapacity of the Roman Empire. The Romans were victorious at Mons Graupius, but were unable to gain permanent control of Caledonian territory and eventually withdrew south.
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“Now the furthest limits of Britain are thrown open. But there are no tribes beyond us, nothing indeed but waves and rocks, and the cruel Romans, from whose oppression escape is vainly sought by obedience and submission. Robbers of the world, having by their universal plunder exhausted the land, they rifle the deep. If the enemy be rich, they are rapacious, if he be poor, they lust for dominion, and neither the east nor the west has been able to satisfy them. Alone among men they covet with equal eagerness poverty and riches.


To robbery, slaughter, plunder, they give the lying name of empire. They make a solitude and call it peace.”


Mons Graupius, modern-day Scotland c. 83 CE
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St Augustine of Hippo


Sermon on tHe Lord’S PrAyer


Born in modern-day Algeria, then part of the Roman Empire, St Augustine of Hippo (354–430 ce) studied and taught rhetoric in Carthage, Rome and Milan. He led a hedonistic, sometimes sinful life, before experiencing a spiritual awakening in 386. Ten years later, he became Bishop of Hippo in his homeland, a post he held for the rest of his life. Augustine became a persuasive defender of Christian doctrine and policies approved by the imperial regime and was well known throughout the Roman world. He campaigned against sects and teachings that had diverted from the official line. An incredibly prolific writer, he produced religious works such as Confessions and The City of God. More than five million words of Augustine’s writings survive, including his sermon on the Lord’s Prayer. In it, Augustine states the importance of the prayer to Christians, and how it expresses the trust that people must place in God. Following his death in 430, Augustine was canonized and remains one of history’s most influential Christian theologians and philosophers.
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“See how many brethren the only Son hath in His grace, sharing His inheritance with those for whom He suffered death.


We had a father and mother on Earth, that we might be born to labours and to death, but we have found other parents, God our Father, and the Church our Mother, by whom we are born unto life eternal. Let us then consider, beloved, whose children we have begun to be and let us live so as becomes those who have such a Father.


See how that our Creator had condescended to be our Father! We have heard whom we ought to call upon and with what hope of an eternal inheritance we have begun to have a Father in Heaven. Let us now hear what we must ask of Him. Of such a Father what shall we ask? Do we not ask rain of Him today, and yesterday, and the day before? This is no great thing to have asked of such a Father, and yet ye see with what sighings and with what great desire we ask for rain when death is feared – when that is feared which none can escape. For sooner or later every man must die, and we groan, and pray and travail in pain, and cry to God that we may die a little later. How much more ought we to cry to Him that we may come to that place where we shall never die!”


Hippo Regius (present-day Annaba, Algeria), 400 CE
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the Prophet muhammad


FAreweLL Sermon


when Muhammad (570–632 ce) was born, the population of his home city of Mecca and the rest of Arabia was predominantly polytheistic. A merchant for much of his early life, he spent hours in solitary prayer and reflection. When he was around 40 years old, the angel Gabriel visited Muhammad, convincing him there was only one true god (Allah), and that the only way to salvation was ‘surrender’ (islam) to Him. When Muhammad began to preach this message, gathering followers in Mecca, he fell subject to persecution and fled to Medina, where he continued to gain converts. Under his leadership, Medina conquered Mecca in 630, replacing pagan shrines with mosques. Then, in 632, Muhammad delivered his Farewell Sermon at Mount Arafat, just outside the city. He gave his people some final instructions and advice, and urged them to trust the teachings he had left them, later collected to form the Quran. The prophet died shortly after the sermon, and Islam rapidly spread out of Arabia, eventually becoming the second largest religion in the world.
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Introduction

Words empower people ta take action, whether it is to
galvanize society behind a political movement, to inspire
people to fight for their freedom or to raise awareness of
injustice and inequality. Throughout history, as well as in the
contemporary world, significant and notable figures — be they
admired or infamous — have deployed rhetoric to persuade
people to join their cause.

Have you ever wondered how Alexander the Great sought to
rouse his soldiers to join him in one final campaign, or thought
about the words Elizabeth | might have used to rally the people
of England behind her in the face of foreign invasion, or what
Martin Luther King, Jr's last great speech was before his
tragic assassination? Great Speeches in Minutes provides the
answers and background to these questions, and many more.

It presents 200 of the mast epic and influential addresses ever
given, delivered by speakers originating from every inhabited
continent in the world.
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* Now this, oh Bhikkhus, is the noble
truth concerning the way that
leads to the destruction of sorrow.
Verily! It is this noble eightfold
path, which is to say: right views,
right aspirations, right speech,
right conduct, right livelihood,
right effort, right mindfulness

and right contemplation. **

Sarnath, India, c. 5th century BcE
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The book is arranged chronologically as ten chapters, each
with a focus on a different period in history. Beginning in
the ancient warld, the speeches span the centuries to the
present day. Broad in their content, they cover a diverse
range of subjects, from Buddha’s first recorded sermon
to Oprah Winfrey’s optimism for a brighter future for the
young girls of today. To help you find the speech you are
looking for, three appendices list the entries by key lines
alphabetically by speaker, and thematically. This means that
you will be able to locate precisely the figure, rhetaorical
flourish aor cause that is most important to you.

Each of the 200 entries in this book features a key extract
from the speech in guestion, highlighting important and
noteworthy sections of it. Alongside this is a succinct
explanation of the historical, social and political context
of the speech, including biographical information about
the person who made it, as well as the impact his or

her words had on those listening. Whether you want

to master the art of rhetoric yourself or understand
how great leaders and campaigners have held audiences
spellbound before them, Great Speeches in Minutes is
the perfect book.
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( iddhartha Gautama (c. sixth—fourth century sce) was born in
%= the northeast of the Indian subcontinent, passibly in Lumbini
in Nepal. The son of a local ruler; he enjoyed a luxurious lifestyle
sheltered from the harsh realities of existence until, at the age
of 29, he looked outside his palace walls and realized death and
sickness were part of life. He renounced his privilege and lived

as an ascetic. Six years into his new life, after meditating for

49 days, Siddhartha realized how humans could attain nirvana

— freedom from the cycle of death and rebirth. It was through
this enlightenment that he became the Buddha (Awakened One).
Buddha gave his first recorded serman at the deer park in the
city of Sarnath, in northern India. In it, he set out the foundations
of his philosophy, among them the Noble Eightfold Path towards
achieving nirvana. For the rest of his life, he travelled the

land teaching and gaining disciples and his followers formed
communities of Buddhist monks, called bhikkhus. Buddhism spread
across the Indian subcontinent and went on to become a major
influence on religions such as Confucianism and Shintoism.
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The Prophet Muhammad

hen Muhammad (570-632 ce) was born, the population

of his home city of Mecca and the rest of Arabia was
predominantly polytheistic. A merchant for much of his early
life, he spent hours in solitary prayer and reflection. When he
was around 40 years old, the angel Gabriel visited Muhammad,
convincing him there was only one true god (Allah), and that
the only way to salvation was ‘surrender’ (islam) to Him. When
Muhammad began to preach this message, gathering followers
in Mecca, he fell subject to persecution and fled to Medina,
where he continued to gain converts. Under his leadership,
Medina conguered Mecca in 630, replacing pagan shrines
with mosques. Then, in 632, Muhammad delivered his Farewell
Sermon at Mount Arafat, just outside the city. He gave his
people some final instructions and advice, and urged them to
trust the teachings he had left them, later collected to form
the Quran. The prophet died shortly after the sermon, and
Islam rapidly spread out of Arabia, eventually becoming the
second largest religion in the world.
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St Augustine of Hippo

orn in modern-day Algeria, then part of the Roman Empire,

St Augustine of Hippo (354—430 ce) studied and taught
rhetoric in Carthage, Rome and Milan. He led a hedonistic,
sometimes sinful life, before experiencing a spiritual awakening
in 386. Ten years later, he became Bishop of Hippo in his
homeland, a post he held for the rest of his life. Augustine
became a persuasive defender of Christian doctrine and
policies approved by the imperial regime and was well known
throughout the Roman world. He campaigned against sects
and teachings that had diverted from the official line. An
incredibly prolific writer, he produced religious works such as
Confessions and The City of God. More than five million words
of Augustine’s writings survive, including his sermon on the
Lord’'s Prayer. In it, Augustine states the importance of the
prayer to Christians, and how it expresses the trust that
people must place in God. Following his death in 430, Augustine
was canonized and remains one of history’s mast influential
Christian theologians and philosophers.
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" See how many brethren the only Son hath in His grace,
sharing His inheritance with those for whom He suffered death.

We had a father and mother on Earth, that we might be born to
labours and to death, but we have found other parents, God our Father,
and the Church our Mother, by whom we are born unto life eternal.
Let us then consider, beloved, whose children we have begun to be
and let us live so as becomes those who have such a Father.

See how that our Creator had condescended to be our Father!

We have heard whom we ought to call upon and with what hope of
an eternal inheritance we have begun to have a Father in Heaven. Let us
now hear what we must ask of Him. Of such a Father what shall we ask?
Do we not ask rain of Him today, and yesterday, and the day before? This
is no great thing to have asked of such a Father, and yet ye see with what
sighings and with what great desire we ask for rain when death is feared

— when that is feared which none can escape. For sooner or later every
man must die, and we groan, and pray and travail in pain, and cry to God
that we may die a little later. How much more ought we to cry to Him

that we may come to that place where we shall never die!’

Hippo Regius (present-day Annaba, Algeria), 400 ce
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Publius Cornelius Scipio

s the Roman Republic expanded fram a small city-state to

become a major pawer in the Mediterranean, its chief rival
was the Carthaginian Empire, which ruled much of coastal North
Africa and Iberia. In the First Punic War (264-241 sce), Rome had
defeated Carthage to gain Sicily, and then seized Corsica and
Sardinia from them. Determined to take revenge, in 218 Bce the
Carthaginian general Hannibal advanced into Italy. The invasion
caught Roman authorities by surprise. Scipio (d. 211 sce), the
current consul (the senior elected office in the Roman Republic),
was sent to defeat Hannibal. The two armies met on the banks
of the Ticinus River, in narthern Italy. Scipio appealed to his men
to defend their homes against the foreign invaders, but was
then caught out when Hannibal launched a cavalry charge while
he was trying to organize his army. This left Scipio surrounded
and he was only saved from death by his teenage son, later to
win fame as Scipio Africanus (see page 34). Scipio the elder, who
had been seriously wounded, retreated. The next year he was
killed fighting Carthaginian forces in Spain.
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""No, they are only semblances or rather ghosts of men, worn out
with starvation, cold, filth and squalour, bruised and enfeebled amongst
the rocks and precipices, and, what is more, their limbs are frostbitten,

their thews and sinews cramped with cold, their frames shrunk and
shrivelled with frost, their weapons battered and shivered, their horses
lame and out of condition. This is the cavalry, this the infantry with whom
you are going to fight. You will not have an enemy but only the last vestiges
of an enemy to meet. My only fear is that when you have fought, it will
appear to be the Alps that have conquered Hannibal. But perhaps it was
right that it should be so, and that the gods, without any human aid,
should begin and all but finish this war with a people and their general
who have broken treaties, and that to us, who next to the gods have
been sinned against, it should be left to complete what they began.

...There is no second army at our back to oppose the enemy if we
fail to win, there are no more Alps to delay his advance while a fresh army
can be raised for defence. Here it is, soldiers, that we have to resist, just as
though we were fighting before the walls of Rome. Every one of you must
remember that he is using his arms to protect not himself only, but also
his wife and little children. Nor must his anxiety be confined to his home,
he must realize, too, that the senate and people of Rome are watching our
exploits today. What our strength and courage are now here, such will
be the fortune of our city yonder and of the empire of Rome.

Ticinus River, Italy, November 218 BCE
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Scipio Africanus

The man who vanquished Hannibal was Publius Cornelius Scipio
(236-183 sce), whose father (and namesake) had died fighting
the Carthaginians in Spain. When Rome sent reinforcements
to Spain in 210 BcE, Scipio volunteered to lead them. Given the
command, he proved a brilliant and innovative general. In 206 BCE,
Scipio fell ill. Hearing rumours their commander was on the verge
of death, a Roman army of 8,000 camped at Sucro mutinied
over arrears of pay. The seriousness of Scipig’s condition had
been exaggerated — he led an army to Sucro and surrounded the
mutineers. Publicly upbraiding them, he beheaded the ringleaders,
before completing his conquest of Spain. Scipio returned to
Rome in triumph and was elected consul in 205 Bce. He invaded
Carthage and, in 202 scE, defeated Hannibal at the Battle of
Zama, winning the Second Punic War for Rome. In hanour of

his achievement, he was rewarded with an additional surname,
Africanus. Despite his successes, Africanus’s rivals levelled
baseless accusations of corruption against him —in disgust, he
retired from political life to his country estate, where he died.
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o Words and ideas alike fail me; I do not even know by what title
[ am to address you. Am I to call you Roman citizens — you who
have revolted against your country? Can I call you soldiers when you
have renounced the authority and auspices of your general,
and broken the solemn obligations of your military oath?

Your appearance, your features, your dress, your demeanour I recognize as
those of my fellow countrymen, but I see that your actions, your language,
your designs, your spirit and temper are those of your country’s foes.
...There is no doubt about it, soldiers, you were seized with madness. The
bodily illness from which I suffered was not one whit more severe than the
mental malady that overtook you. I shrink with horror from dwelling upon
the credit men gave to rumours, the hopes they entertained, the ambitious
schemes they formed. Let all be forgotten, if possible, or if not that,
let silence at least draw a veil over all. I admit that my words have appeared
stern and unfeeling to you, but how much more unfeeling, think you,
has your conduct been than anything | have said? You imagine that it is
right and proper for me to tolerate your actions, and yet you have not
patience to hear them mentioned. Bad as they are however, I will not
reproach you with them any longer. I only wish you may forget them as
easily as [ shall. As for the army as a body, if you sincerely repent of your
wrongdoing you give me satisfaction enough and more than enough.”’

Sucro, Spain, 206 BcE
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Hannibal

*T" he son of a Carthaginian general, Hannibal (247—c. 181 sce)
devoted his career to defeating Rome. In 218 Bcg, he daringly
marched an army from Spain inta Italy via the Alps, beginning
the Second Punic War. After his victary at the Battle of Ticinus,
Hannibal faced a Roman army led by the consul Tiberius Sempronius
Longus on the banks of the Trebia River. Having promised his men
fortune and reminding them of the righteousness of their cause,
Hannibal goaded Sempronius into a frontal assault. It was a trap:
the general sent in reserves that included war elephants, cutting
down the Roman army. Thanks to his brilliance, Hannibal enjoyed
further triumphs at Lake Trasimene (217 sce) and Cannae (216
sce). Facing defeat, Rome adopted a new strategy of refusing to
engage Hannibal in pitched battle. He became isolated, finding it
difficult to gain supplies, and in 203 Bce was recalled to Carthage to
fight off a Roman attack. He was defeated, and Carthage lost the
Second Punic War. Exiled, Hannibal entered the service of rulers in
the Middle East, and in around 183 sce committed suicide when he
learned he was on the verge of being handed over to Rome.
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Now the hour has come for you to enter upon rich
and lucrative campaigns and to earn rewards that are worth
the earning, after your long march over all those mountains

and rivers, and through all those nations in arms.
Here fortune has vouchsafed an end to your toils, here she
will vouchsafe a reward worthy of all your past services.

...Wherever I turn my eyes I see nothing but courage and
strength, a veteran infantry, a cavalry, regular and irregular
alike, drawn from the noblest tribes, you, our most faithful

and brave allies, you, Carthaginians, who are going to fight for
your country, inspired by a most righteous indignation. We
are taking the aggressive, we are descending in hostile array
into Italy, prepared to fight more bravely and more fearlessly
than our foe because he who attacks is animated by stronger
hopes and greater courage than he who meets the attack.””

Trebia River, Italy, December 218 BcE
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Gaius Memmius

D uring the second and first centuries Bcg, there was rising
social and political conflict within the Roman Republic
between the commoners, known as the plebeians, and the
aristocratic patrician class who dominated the Roman Senate.
Representing the interests of the masses were officials called
the tribunes of the plebs, who had the power to veto legislation
they believed to be detrimental to the interests of the peaple.
Gaius Memmius (d. 100 sce) was elected tribune in 111 sce. At the
time, Rome was involved in a succession dispute in Numidia, an
allied kingdom in North Africa. One of the claimants to the throne,
Jugurtha, had sacked his rival's capital, killing several Roman
citizens. Despite this, Jugurtha’s supporters in Rome, including
many senators and senior officials who he had bribed, continued
to back him. For Memmius this was a brazen betrayal and he
demanded the senate take action. Buoyed by his words and
strong public support, Rome declared war, defeating Jugurtha
by 106 sce. Memmius went on to run for consul in 100 Bk, but
was killed in violent rioting instigated by a palitical rival.
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““The senate’s dignity has been prostituted to a
ruthless enemy, your sovereignty has been betrayed,
your country has been offered for sale at home and abroad.
Unless cognisance is taken of these outrages, unless the guilty
are punished, what will remain except to pass our lives
in submission to those who are guilty of these acts?

For to do with impunity whatever one fancies is to be king.
[ am not urging you, Romans, to rejoice rather in the guilt
than in the innocence of your fellow citizens, but you should
not insist upon ruining the good by pardoning the wicked.
Moreover, in a republic, it is far better to forget a kindness
than an injury. The good man merely becomes less
active in well doing when you neglect him,
but the bad man grows more wicked.”’

Rome, Italy, ¢. 110 BCE
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H n 215 BcE, the year after Hannibal annihilated a Roman army

| at Cannae, a politician called Gaius Oppius passed a new law.
His lex oppia regulated conspicuous consumption by women.
They were forbidden from owning more than half an ounce of
gold, wearing multicoloured clothes and travelling on animal-
driven vehicles in and around cities and towns. This, and other
sumptuary laws, aimed to limit extravagant spending so Rome
could concentrate on defeating Carthage. In 195 BcE, six years
after Rome had triumphed, there were proposals to abolish the
lex oppia. These were opposed by the consul Cato (234-149 scE),
a commoner who had risen to high office through his ability as an
orator and uncampromising morals. In his speech, Cato argued
that the law was necessary ta control the female desire to spend,
as well as removing the stigma of wearing plain clothes since
everyone had to dress modestly. Despite Cato’s speech, the law
was successfully repealed. For the rest of his life, Cato continued
to be an influential and traditionalist figure, railing against the
foreign ostentations he saw creeping into Roman society.
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That what is permitted to another should be forbidden to you
may naturally create a feeling of shame or indignation, but when all are
upon the same level as far as dress is concerned why should any one of you
fear that you will not attract notice? The very last things to be ashamed
of are thriftiness and poverty, but this law relieves you of both
since you do not possess what it forbids you to possess.

...Depend upon it, as soon as a woman begins to be ashamed
of what she ought not to be ashamed of, she will cease to feel shame at
what she ought to be ashamed of. She who is in a position to do so will get
what she wants with her own money, she who cannot do this will ask her
husband. The husband is in a pitiable plight whether he yields or refuses.
In the latter case he will see another giving what he refused to give.
Now they are soliciting other women’s husbands, and what is worse they
are soliciting votes for the repeal of a law, and are getting them from
some, against the interest of you and your property and your children.
When once the law has ceased to fix a limit to your wife’s expenses,
you will never fix one. Do not imagine that things will be the same as
they were before the law was made. It is safer for an evil-doer not to be
prosecuted than for him to be tried and then acquitted, and luxury and
extravagance would have been more tolerable had they never been
interfered with than they will be now, just like wild beasts that
have been irritated by their chains and then released.

Rome, Italy, 195 BCE
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*“ When, O Catiline, do you mean to cease abusing our
patience? How long is that madness of yours still to mock us?
When is there to be an end of that unbridled audacity
of yours, swaggering about as it does now?

...0 Catiline, be gone to your impious and nefarious war,
to the great safety of the republic, to your own misfortune
and injury and to the destruction of those who have joined

themselves to you in every wickedness and atrocity.

Then do you, O Jupiter, who were consecrated by
Romulus with the same auspices as this city, whom we
rightly call the stay of this city and empire, repel this man
and his companions from your altars and from the other
temples — from the houses and walls of the city — from the lives
and fortunes of all the citizens. And overwhelm all the enemies
of good men, the foes of the republic, the robbers of Italy,
men bound together by a treaty and infamous alliance

) i ) ) po
of crimes, dead and alive, with eternal punishments.

Rome, Italy, 63 BCE
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Gaius Julius Caesar

aesar (100-44 sce) rose to power as a member of the

Triumvirate, a political alliance comprised of him, Crassus
and Pompey. After serving as consul in 59 Bcg, Caesar began a
hugely successful campaign against Gallic tribes to the north —
by 50 sce he had brought Gaul (most of modern-day France and
Belgium) under Roman rule. Caesar’s growing influence worried
conservatives in the senate, including his erstwhile ally Pompey
(Crassus had died in 53 Bce). When the war in Gaul ended, Caesar
ignored orders to relinguish his command and crossed into
Italy with his army in 49 sce. This triggered a civil war between
Caesar and his oppanents that spread out from Italy across
the Mediterranean; in 48 sce Caesar faced Pompey at Pharsalus
in Greece. Though outnumbered, Caesar inspired his men to
win a victory that laid the foundations for his eventual triumph
in the civil war in 45 Bce. The next year Caesar was praclaimed
‘dictator in perpetuity’, giving him unprecedented powers,
but just a few weeks later he was assassinated by a group of
senators seeking to restore the old system of government.
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Marcus Tullius Cicero

0 ne of Rome’s greatest orators was Cicero (106—-43 sce), who
served as a consul in 63 Bce. In winning the past, he defeated
Catiline, a populist with radical plans to wipe out all debts. Near
the end of Cicero’s one-year term Catiline again failed to be
elected consul. Stung by this loss, he planned to seize power
by burning down parts of Rome, massacring his opponents and
launching uprisings across Italy. Cicera became aware of the
conspiracy, but many senataors did not believe the seriousness
of his plot. On 8th November, Cicero made the first of four
orations against Catiline, addressing the Senate and persuading
its members of the danger he posed to the republic. Catiline,
whao was in attendance, was shamed and fled Rome to join his
supporters in the provinces. He was killed in 62 scg, leading his
men against republican forces. Cicero had triumphed. He was
hailed as a saviour of Rome and given the title ‘Father of the
Fatherland’ — the high-water mark of his political career. He
went on to oppose Caesar’s imperialist polices and, in 43 BcE,
was proscribed a public enemy and executed.
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““It seems to me, fellow citizens, that this deed is not
the work of human beings, but of some evil spirit. It becomes
us to consider the present rather than the past, since the
greatest danger approaches, if it is not already here, lest we
be drawn into our former civil commotions and lose whatever
remains of noble birth in the city. Let us, then, conduct this
sacred one to the abode of the blest, chanting over him
our accustomed hymn and lamentation.
...It is not fitting, citizens, that the funeral oration of
so great a man should be pronounced by me alone, but rather
by his whole country. ...Nobody... who found refuge with him
was harmed, but he, whom you declared sacred and inviolable,
was killed, although he did not extort these honours from
you as a tyrant, and did not even ask for them.”’

Rome, Italy, 20th March 44 BcE
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Jesus of Nazareth

Jew born in Bethlehem, Jesus (c. 4 sce—c. 33 ce) grew up in

Nazareth; both places were in Judea, which became part
of the Roman Empire in 6 ce. Jesus began his public ministry
at around the age of 30, preaching, performing miracles and
gathering disciples. His followers believed he was the Messiah
—the Saon of God sent to save humanity. The longest recorded
continuous speech delivered by Jesus was the Sermon on
the Mount, recorded in the Gospel of Matthew. This serman
encapsulated many of Jesus’s moral teachings, starting with the
Beatitudes, which recounted the blessings and rewards to those
who were loving, merciful, peaceful and compassionate. Jesus
then told his followers how to pray, reciting the waords of the
Lord's Prayer. Jesus cantinued his work, but faced suspicion and
hostility from Jewish religious leaders and the Roman authorities.
In Jerusalem, he was betrayed to the Roman governor of Judea
and crucified. Christians believe that after dying on the cross, he
rose again and ascended into Heaven. His teachings form the
core tenets of Christianity, now the largest religion in the world.
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““ Remember how you swore
to each other in my presence
that you would never leave the
field except as conquerors.

...Before all else, in order that I
may know that you are mindful of
your promise to choose victory or

death, throw down the walls of your
camp as you go out to battle and fill
up the ditch, so that we may have no
place of refuge if we do not conquer,
and so that the enemy may see that we
have no camp and know that we are
compelled to encamp in theirs.”’

Pharsalus, Greece, 9th August 48 BckE
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A\ fter the assassination of Julius Caesar, his leading supporter
f‘”& Mark Antony (c. 83-30 sce) addressed the crowds at his
funeral. He reminded mourners of Caesar’s great achievements
and condemned his murderers. He then joined forces with
Octavian, Caesar’s great-nephew and adopted son, and anather
politician, called Lepidus, to form the Second Triumvirate. In 42
BcE they defeated the forces of the men who had plotted to
kill Caesar and established a three-man dictatorship, dividing
Roman territory amongst themselves. Mark Antony oversaw the
eastern provinces, which included Egypt, a client-kingdom ruled
by Cleopatra, Caesar’s former lover. Despite being married to
Octavian’s sister, Mark Antony began an affair with Cleopatra.
This strained the already fractious triumvirate (Lepidus had
been expelled in 33 Bce) and led to civil war between Mark Antony
and Octavian. By 30 scg, Mark Antony had been defeated. Rather
than be brought to Rome in chains, he and Cleopatra committed
suicide. Octavian was now sole ruler of Rome; in 27 Bcg, he adopted
the title of Augustus, becoming the first Roman Emperor.
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““Now the furthest limits of Britain are thrown open.
But there are no tribes beyond us, nothing indeed but
waves and rocks, and the cruel Romans, from whose
oppression escape is vainly sought by obedience and
submission. Robbers of the world, having by their
universal plunder exhausted the land, they rifle the deep.
If the enemy be rich, they are rapacious, if he be poor,
they lust for dominion, and neither the east nor the
west has been able to satisfy them. Alone among men
they covet with equal eagerness poverty and riches.
To robbery, slaughter, plunder, they give the lying name
of empire. They make a solitude and call it peace.”

Mons Graupius, modern-day Scotland c. 83 ¢
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““Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn,
for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they who do
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the
children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you, when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be glad,
for great is your reward in heaven.”’

Mount of Beatitudes, modern-day Israel, c. 28 cE
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H n 43 cg, Roman forces invaded Britain, adding much of the
lisland to their empire. They faced fierce opposition from the
local Celtic tribes, particularly the Caledonians, who lived in
modern-day Scotland. In around 83 cg, the Roman governor of
Britain, Gnaeus Julius Agricola, led an army north against the
Caledanians, hoping to defeat them and bring their territory
under imperial control. The leader of the alliance of Caledonian
tribes was the chieftain Calgacus (b. 1st century ce). The two
armies met at Mons Graupius in northeast Scotland. Before
the battle, Calgacus is said to have warned his men of the
dangers of Roman victory, reminding them that defeat would
be catastrophic to their society. In all praobability the speech
was a work of fiction concocted by the historian Tacitus,

wha was Agricola’s san-in-law and had joined the campaign.
However, it has become emblematic of the rapacity of the
Roman Empire. The Romans were victorious at Mons Graupius,
but were unable to gain permanent control of Caledonian
territory and eventually withdrew south.

48
48
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ollowing the death of Pericles (see page 10), the nobleman

Cleon (d. 422 sce) rose to lead Athens. He proposed a more
active policy in the Peloponnesian War —instead of sheltering
within the city walls, Athenians should aggressively attack their
enemies by land and sea. In 428 Bce Cleon was tested when
Mytilene, a city-state on the island of Lesbos and a former
Athenian ally, revolted. The Mytilenean leaders hoped to seize all
Leshos, but before they could do so, an Athenian fleet arrived and
put down the revolt by 427 sce. That year, Cleon addressed the
Athenian Assembly — the city’s governing body — urging members
to approve his proposal to put all the male citizens of Mytilene to
death and enslave its women and children. Cleon’s argument that
any disloyalty to Athens should be crushed was initially accepted
by the assembly but the next day, before his order could be
enacted, it was rescinded. Even so, hundreds of Mytileneans were
executed. Cleon continued his proactive palicies but fell in battle
against the Spartans in 422 sce. Peace between Athens and
Sparta followed, but it would prove to be merely temparary.
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““No hope, therefore, that rhetoric may
instil or money purchase, of the mercy due to
human infirmity must be held out to the Mytileneans.
Their offence was not involuntary, but of malice and
deliberate, and mercy is only for unwilling offenders...

Do not, therefore, be traitors to yourselves, but recall as
nearly as possible the moment of suffering and the supreme
importance that you then attached to their reduction.
And now pay them back in their turn, without yielding to
present weakness or forgetting the peril that once
hung over you. Punish them as they deserve,
and teach your other allies by a striking example
that the penalty of rebellion is death.”

Athens, Greece, 427 BCE
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H n 431 sce, a war for dominance of Greece broke out between

| the Athenian Delian League and the Spartan Peloponnesian
League. The Athenian leader was Pericles (c. 495-429 Bce), who
had ruled the city since 461 B¢k, rising to power as part of the
democratic faction that stood in opposition to the aristocracy.
After war broke out, Sparta and its allies invaded the
countryside around Athens, forcing the Athenians to withdraw
behind their walls. Same Athenians turned against Pericles,
blaming him for the war and criticizing his refusal to engage
the Spartans in open battle. As the first year of conflict ended,
Athens held its annual public funeral for those who had died

in conflict, and Pericles delivered the aration. He appealed to
the people to remember the glory of their city, and praised the
patriotic valour of those who had died in its defence. Although
Pericles still enjoyed popular support, his political enemies
removed him from power the year after his oration. In 429 sce
he regained his preeminent position but fell victim to a plague
epidemic that was ravaging Athens at the time.
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““For this offering of their lives, made in common by them all,
they each of them individually received that renown that never
grows old, and for a sepulchre, not so much that in which their
bones have been deposited, but that noblest of shrines wherein
their glory is laid up to be eternally remembered upon every
occasion on which deed or story shall call for its commemoration.
For heroes have the whole earth for their tomb, and in lands far
from their own, where the column with its epitaph declares it,
there is enshrined in every breast a record unwritten with no tablet
to preserve it, except that of the heart. These take as your model
and, judging happiness to be the fruit of freedom and freedom of
valour, never decline the dangers of war... For it is only the love of
honour that never grows old, and honour it is, not gain, as some
would have it, that rejoices the heart of age and helplessness.
...And where the rewards for merit are greatest,
there are found the best citizens.”’

Athens, Greece, 431 BCE





OEBPS/images/page016.jpg
‘ Y uring the fifth century Bcg, the sophists emerged in the

+ Hellenic world — itinerant intellectuals who, for a fee,
instructed members of the public across a wide range of fields.
One of the first sophists was Gorgias (c. 485-380 sce), who
specialized in rhetoric and philosophy.

Born in Leontini, a Greek colony in Sicily, Gorgias was sent to
Athens as an emissary in around 427 Bcg, winning fame as a public
speaker. His signature piece of rhetoric was his encomium (or
tribute) to Helen of Troy, a famed mythical beauty. In his speech,
Gorgias used his linguistic skill ta show that even though Helen’s
adultery with Paris had led to war between the Trojans and the
Greeks, she could not be blamed if the affair was the work of
fate or the gods. Furthermore, he argued that if Paris had used
the power of speech to persuade Helen into their dalliance, she
was likewise above reproach. Gorgias stayed in Greece until his
death, reportedly nearing 100 years in age, travelling acrass the
land instructing students and giving demonstrations.
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““For it is the nature of things, not for the strong to be
hindered by the weak, but for the weaker to be ruled and
drawn by the stronger, and for the stronger to lead and the
weaker to follow. God is a stronger force than man in might
and in wit and in other ways. If, then, one must place blame
on Fate and on a god, one must free Helen from disgrace.

...The effect of speech upon the condition of the soul is
comparable to the power of drugs over the nature of bodies.
For just as different drugs dispel different secretions from
the body, and some bring an end to disease and others to life,
so also in the case of speeches, some distress, others delight,
some cause fear, others make the hearers bold and some

drug and bewitch the soul with a kind of evil persuasion.w

Athens, Greece, 427 BCE
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| w any Athenians opposed the peace with Sparta that followed
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Cleon’s death (see page 12). Chief among them was the
politician Alcibiades (c. 450-404 sce). The spark for further
hostilities occurred on Sicily, where there were numerous Greek
colonies. In 415 Bce, news reached Athens that one of its allies was
under attack from Syracuse, a city-state linked to the Spartans.
In a speech to the Athenian people, Alcibiades persuaded them to
approve a military expedition tao Sicily, under his command. Before
departing Alcibiades was accused of mutilating religious statues
around Athens. Though allowed to leave for Sicily, on arrival he
received orders to return home to stand trial. En route, hearing
he had already been condemned to death, Alcibiades defected to
Sparta. In Sicily, the Athenians were defeated after two years of
fighting, losing 200 ships and thousands of soldiers. Meanwhile,
Alcibiades returned to the Athenian cause, enjoying some military
victories and regaining political influence. His enemies forced him
into exile and in 404 Bce he was murdered in the Anatolian city of
Phrygia, passibly at the behest of the Spartans.
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““Men do not rest content with parrying the attacks
of a superior, but often strike the first blow to prevent
the attack being made. And we cannot fix the exact point
at which our empire shall stop. We have reached a position
in which we must not be content with retaining, but must
scheme to extend it, for, if we cease to rule others,
we are in danger of being ruled ourselves.

...Understand that neither youth nor old age
can do anything the one without the other, but that
levity, sobriety and deliberate judgment are strongest when
united, and that, by sinking into inaction, the city, like
everything else, will wear itself out, and its skill in

everything decay, while each fresh struggle will give

it fresh experience, and make it more used

to defend itself not in word but in deed.”’

Athens, Greece, 414 BCE
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™) hetoric was so valued in ancient Greece that professional

| 1 speech writers were commonplace. They included Lysias (c.
445-380 sce), who was born in Syracuse but settled in Athens in
412 sce. When Athens was defeated in the Peloponnesian War in
404 BcE, the Thirty Tyrants rose to power. This group of cligarchs
seized foreign residents and suhjected palitical opponents to
violent reprisal. Lysias fled the city, while his brother Polemarchus
was arrested and forced to commit suicide by drinking hemlock.
When democracy was restored in 403 BcE, Lysias returned to
Athens and resumed his career as a speech writer. His most
famous piece was an address against Eratasthenes, one of
the Thirty Tyrants, accusing him of Polemarchus’s murder.
Lysias alsa claimed that the tyrants had arrested people not
because they were any kind of threat to Athens, but because
they wanted to seize Athenian property. The outcome of Lysias’s
speech and the fate of Eratosthenes are unknown. Lysias
continued to live in Athens until his death in around 380 sck,
supporting himself by writing speeches for law courts.
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““The crimes of Eratosthenes are not only too
atrocious to describe, but too many to enumerate.

No exaggeration can exceed, and within the time assigned
for this discourse it is impossible fully to represent them.
...Recall the cruel indignities that you suffered — how
you were dragged from the tribunal and the altars,
how no place, however sacred, could shelter you against
their violence. Others, torn from their wives, their children,
their parents, after putting an end to their miserable
lives, were deprived of funeral rites.

For these tyrants imagined their government
so firmly established that even the vengeance
of the gods was unable to shake i

Athens, Greece, 403 BCE
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A founding figure of Western philosophy, the Athenian
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™\ Socrates (c. 470-399 sce) sought to answer the great
guestions of human existence, such as ‘what is justice?,
through debate and discussion. This Socratic method of
examining hypotheses through critical argument and dialogue
has become a mainstay of philosophical enguiry. Although none
of Socrates’s writings survive, his teachings were recorded

by his students and followers, notably the great philosopher
Plato. Socrates challenged the traditional mores of Athenian
society, even critiquing democracy. In 399 Bcg, he was tried

for corrupting the minds of the youth of Athens, and for

not believing in the city’s gods. Instead of fleeing into exile,
Socrates faced the charges. The jury found him guilty and
sentenced him to death by drinking hemlock. Plata’s account
of the trial recorded Socrates’s speech of defence and his
address after his sentencing. Socrates’s friends urged him to
try and escape, but determined to obey the laws of Athens, he
stayed and willingly drank the fatal poison.
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““For it is neither possible to enjoy a secure
peace, unless we make war in concert against
the foreign enemy, nor for the Greeks to be of

one mind, until we consider both our advantages
to come from one another, and our dangers
to be against the same people.

...For who, either of those able to write
poetry, or of those who understand how to
speak, will not labour and study, wishing to leave
behind him a memorial for all ages, at the
same time of his own and of their valour?”’

Athens, Greece, 380 BCE
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Demosthenes

thenian statesman Demosthenes (384-322 sce) honed his

skill as an orator by practising in his underground study,
shaving half his head so he could not leave. He overcame a
speech impediment by speaking with a mouth full of pebbles. By
his 30s, he was an influential voice in Athenian politics. During the
mid-fourth century scg, the northern Greek kingdom of Macedon
began to eclipse Athens. A strident opponent of its expansion,
Demosthenes publicly denounced the imperialist ambitions of
the Macedonian king, Philip Il, and demanded Athens appose him.
In 341 Bcg, he delivered the third of his Philippics against him.
Demosthenes’s rhetoric was is vain; in 338 sce Philip destroyed
an Athenian-led coalition at the Battle of Chaeronea, giving
Macedon dominance of Greece. This continued under Philip’s
successor Alexander the Great. Undeterred, Demosthenes
continued to argue for Athenian independence until 322 scg, when
pressure from its Macedonian overlords forced civic autharities
to condemn him to death. Before the sentence could be carried
out, Demosthenes caommitted suicide by taking poison.
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¢ Wherefore, O judges, be of good
cheer about death, and know this
of a truth — that no evil can happen
to a good man, either in life or after
death... I am not angry with my
accusers, or my condemners. They have
done me no harm, although neither of
them meant to do me any good.

...The hour of departure has arrived,
and we go our ways — I to die, and
you to live. Which is better
God only knows.”?

Athens, Greece, 399 BCE
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“T™ he Persian Empire had twice invaded Greece during the

first half of the fifth century sce, but failed to conquer it.
Persia continued to be involved in Greek affairs, such as during
the Corinthian War (395-387 sce), when it supported Athens
and the other city-states attempting to prevent Sparta
expanding its power. Just as it appeared Athens might triumph,
Persia switched sides. The Persians then enforced a peace
that gave them control of Cyprus and western Anatolia. For
many Athenians, including Isocrates (436—338 sce), such foreign
interference in Greece was unacceptable. Born into a wealthy
family that had made its fortune during the Peloponnesian
War, Isocrates worked as a professional speech writer and
opened a school of rhetaric. In 380 scE, he urged the union of
Greek city-states to keep the peace amongst them and to
combat Persian hegemany. His Panhellenist dreams were never
fulfilled. In 338 BcE, after the Kingdom of Macedon established
dominance over much of Greece, Isocrates, wracked by despair,
committed suicide by starving himself to death.
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““He who is insensible to that natural affection that
should engage his heart to those who are most intimate
and near to him can never feel a greater regard to your welfare
than to that of strangers. He who acts wickedly in private life
cannot prove excellent in his public conduct. He who is base
at home can never acquit himself with honour when sent
to a strange country in a public character. For it
is not the man but the scene that changes.

...It will be your part, Athenians, to put an end to this
frequency of public honours, these precipitate grants of crowns,
else they who obtain them will owe you no acknowledgement,
nor shall the state receive the least advantage. For you
never can make bad men better, and those of real
merit must be cast into the utmost dejection.; ’

Athens, Greece, 330 BCE
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Alexander the Great

n 336 Bck, Alexander (356—323 sce) became King of Macedon,

which his father Philip Il had made the dominant power in
Greece. Alexander outdid this achievement by conguering the
Persian Empire, which he invaded in 334 Bce — despite often
being outnumbered, Alexander never lost a battle. After
taking Egypt in 332 Bcg, he marched into Mesopotamia and
within two years had overthrown the Persian emperor. In 326
Bcg, Alexander turned his focus to the Indian subcontinent,
advancing into the Indus Valley. After a hard-fought victory
over a local king on the banks of the Hydaspes River,
Alexander’s army, exhausted and homesick, refused to go on.
Alexander urged his men to match his ambition for glory, but he
was unable to persuade them; the Macedonian army went no
further east. Even so, Alexander had created a great empire,
stretching from Greece to northwestern India. He did not
rule it for long; in 323 Bce Alexander the Great died in Babylon
—he was just 32 years old. His empire died with him, quickly
descending into civil war and fragmenting.
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*“As long as the vessel is safe, whether it be great
or small, the mariner, the pilot, every man in turn should
exert himself, and prevent its being overturned either by
accident or design. But when the sea hath rolled over it,
their efforts are vain. And we likewise, O Athenians,
while we are safe, with a magnificent city, plentiful
resources, lofty reputation — what must we do?
Many of you, I dare say, have been longing to ask.
Well then, I will tell you. I will move a resolution, pass it,
if you please... let us prepare for our own defence, provide
ourselves, I mean, with ships, money and troops — for surely,
though all other people consent to be slaves, we at

least ought to struggle for freedom.”’

Athens, Greece, 341 BcE
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‘ Y emosthenes’s greatest opponent in Athens was Aeschines
2+ (389-314 sce). He came from a humble background and,
before entering politics, had worked as an actor and served in
the army. At first Aeschines had opposed Philip II's expansionist
policies (see page 24), but he came to realize that some kind

of settlement with Macedon was inevitable. This led to a long
and bitter feud between Demosthenes and Aeschines. When

a minar Athenian politician called Ctesiphon proposed that
Demosthenes be given a golden crown in honour of his service
to the city-state, Aeschines brought a legal suit against him.

In the trial, held in 330 Bcg, Aeschines guestioned Ctesiphon’s
morals and argued the offer of the crown was unlawful.
Although Aeschines’s speech contained many valid legal points,
he was undone by a brilliant rebuttal from Demosthenes that
took advantage of anti-Macedonian sentiment in Athens.
Aeschines duly lost the case and went into a voluntary exile in
Rhodes, where he opened a schoal of rhetoric. He died on the
island of Samos, outliving his rival Demasthenes by eight years.
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*“ 0 Macedonians and
Grecian allies, stand firm!
Glorious are the deeds of
those who undergo
labour and run the
risk of danger.

It is delightful
to live a life

of valour and to die leaving
behind immortal glory. ”’

Hydaspes River, modern-day Pakistan, 326 BcE





