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This book is about 


my two favourite 


things ...


Plants, and 


animals 


like me!
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We are so different but 


could not live without 


each other!


We are fungi. We 


will eat whatever is 


leftover.


The show is over.  


I want to eat you!
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What do you get if you cover a planet in water and air 


and warm it gently with the Sun? The answer is life! 


That is what happened on Earth. It has taken nearly four 


billion years, but today there are millions of different 


types of animals and plants on our amazing planet.


Animals and plants are the most 


familiar living things on Earth. 


Plants include everything from 


mighty trees to tiny herbs and 


grasses. They are normally green. 


This helps them catch sunlight and 


turn it into food. Animals do not 


use sunlight like this. They have to 



eat other living things to stay alive. 


Plants and animals are not the 


only living things on Earth. There 


are also fungi, which are best 


known for their mushrooms and 


toadstools. Then there are many 


tiny living things that are too small 


to see, such as bacteria. 


LIVING THINGSLIVING THINGS



Mushrooms


Bacteria


Seaweeds


Moss and 


ferns


Pines and 


firs


Grass


trees and 


flowers


sponges


Algae


Animals and plants


What else?
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The scientists who study living things are called biologists. 


Biologists have created a Tree of Life to show how all life 



is linked together. People are a type of mammal. Can you 


see where you fit in the Tree of Life?


Snakes and 


lizards


Birds


Crocodiles


Mammals


Frogs and 


newts


Fish


Starfish


Crabs and 


prawns


Insects


Snails and 


octopuses


Jellyfish


Let's find out more 


about living things, 


with a few jokes along 


the way ...


Tree of life
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