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Get ready for the trip of a lifetime!


In this book, we’ll fi nd out what it’s like 



to be an astronaut. We’ll consider the 


challenges and dangers of exploring in 


Earth’s orbit and beyond, discover the 


robots that have helped us understand 


the wider solar system and look at what


the future holds for space exploration.


OUT OF 


THIS WORLD


WHAT IS OUTER SPACE?


Outer space is everything that lies beyond Earth’s 


atmosphere – the layer of gas that surrounds our 


planet and makes it a welcome home to humans 


and other forms of life. The atmosphere gets 


thinner the higher you go, but it doesn’t really 


have a sharp edge. So where does ‘outer space’ 


begin, then?


It is measured based on where the drag from the 


air no longer has an effect on how vehicles fl y. 


Most offi cial organisations say outer space starts 


100 km above our heads.
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